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Desr Diclk,

My omn view of "Tarewsll imerica", in both forms, end &f Hepburn,
ir whatever form, are oprosite yours. Y.ur excitegent tells me you've been mad,
514 your own opinion until you've ke d & chance\vt know for yourself, but do not
lose sight of mine 8nd do zthing contrary to it

ln sny spensorship of him, *he {ilm or the Look, please meke certein
i4 is very scademic: every view must te presented, heard, Avold vny tersonasl
endorsement, for the whole thing is, T sm zbzolutely coniident, on enormous end
very expensive puton, the only im edlate resson for which ceems tn be the ruin
of us 211 through the ruin of tiec Gerrison investlisotlon snd the désersditing
of eriticism of the Commission, the Report, the goveinment,

The bockz is very scholsrly, in a pssudo-scholsrly wsy. 1t ssys less
about the sctuel ssgsassinatisn then snything pet written, but i4 i the ons whose
euthors c¢laim to hnve sccess to one of the sessssins. 1% is =lso very wrong, in
rezadily-checked ways, =uch ag 8 sghot fram that cne sixth-Iloor window,.

The timing wss incredibly periect, to coincide with a scheduled
Gerrison error of first megritude thet wes not mede in the very lest minute.
When it wes known thet there was opprosition in New Uslesns, the scheduled sppesr-
grnc. of the film in LA didn t ccue off., For two weeks "Hepburn" wes incommuniesdo,
he (Lsmerre) now seye becasuse he was so very ill his entire blood supply hed to
be glenged (with & remerkable tecovery thet hed him prompitly in the US the next
weoks, This 1z eo1d to be the vork of the French intelligence, yet there wee no
one’ to enswer the phone vwhen Lemerre wes "sick™ snd the film scheduled - snd no
eirplene to fly ths film to keep 1its commitment.

I would rathor do e thing one shouldn't, esk you to tske me on falth
cn thie, for a gpecific resson: I went you to keep your eyes,ears and mind open
and learn for me everything vou cen. I $-11 you this: I cen connect Lemerre with
whet he shoul? have no cenrnection. So, do your thirg, but be alert to every
seren of informstion you can get, no matter how minor, about him, his ussociates,
the bo~k, the movie, the scurce of the Zapruder footage they have - everything.

T am gstisfied this is en intelligence operstion, but I'd rother let it go at thet
for the wmoment, )

1f, as I regsrd unlikely, it turns out hec snd it suc they sre for
resl, we will have confirmed it, vhich iz werthwhile. If it turns out thot L am
right, then we will be on the wey to knowing the story and the drametis personnae,

However, because the Z footage izt in the film, ask yourself how they
could have gotten it. He tcld meone from a trivete person of unusually goeod
connecticnass I do not believe this is the cese. The only sowrces known to me sre
LIFE, which I rule out; the Garrison ofiice, where Ivon hss never let it out of
his possession or control; snd these federnl asgencies: Archives, FBI, Secret
Service end CIA (where I refer you to the sprpendix cf PV and the CIA request for
a print of the film for "trsining purpoces"). Inheve little difticulty docidéng
what sesms the most likely source.

This film and took say Hunt iz o mx behing the assessination, I think
thet, too, unlikely, but how cwnvenient it is to Lova populsr snimosizy turmed
towerd an unpcnular men of the right, One ~f the world's richest men +ith but a

few years to live jcopordizing them this wey? lLonsaense.




They have done sverything they could to involve Garrison in the
book end film, yet the film hes enough to get a mistrial in it. Steve Jaffe,

who carried Garrison's credentisls until two wesks ago, hes film credit for doimg
nothing with the film., #e has less knowledge of tie @azzassination than anyone
connected with sny investigstion. However, ne:d I 4ell you what this connection

with Gerrison could do for the defense?

"Igmarre” is "Hepburn". I'd love %o ba able to study s copy of thne film,
but I would not regerd it ss & normel "research" tool. If you get to =es it, or
hsve a chence to exnmmine 1% closely, frame by frsme, get a very precise dascription
of 210 for me, plesse, Of course, we firast mst know whethar this and the other
missing fremes srse included, which will help limit the possible scurces, either
way. He was evasive when 1 cueatinned him asboui this.

Please communicate my boliefs 4o Gary when you ars in Houch with him
on this. I 4o not want either one of vou to gat yoursslves compromised if thls
is not genuine or if it is nn intelligence sbunt.

By the way, did you get in touch with him or the other wey around? Haw?
‘Through whom?

Plesse, do, keep the closest, most deteiled possible record and let 4
me have it ss you record it. Try, es perhens you might in nomnsl conversation, /%
leern who haa helped him in the US, who he knems where in the US. I am interested
in who he Xnnws in New Orlesns, but de not flag this %o him. ¥Vho he lmows elge-
where mey also be very important,

+ hsve an entirely different opinion of your work on the trajectorye.
Thet 1s mesninpgful =nd significent, In comment on whet yeu s2y, it is my
recollection the sight was not mounted when the rifle was rec-ived in TC,

Fhen lsst I spoke to Dick Billings, which wa: when he left on his
leave nf sbsence thet ende with his severance from LIFE, they had all their
pictures under lock =nl keyvee..lhers is no nez2d to spcloglize for a mincrity
view of the blue-shirted figure in the “ughes film. Bsch of these thing: should
be checked out, if ounly to provs they are or may be wronge If they turn out %o
be richt, we have tazkan that a2dditionsl tiny step feorward. ®ne of the thinge
thet would interest me is en eccounting of all the prints of that film. I undsrstand
a bluck snd white was slso dubbed, en route New York., How much Z has gotten to
date 1s slso of interest %o me. And, of course, LIFE has announced the "release"
of the missing fremes but has foiled to respend to my request for coples....Cf
course, what they heve end heven't used, whet we do not know of, 1s aslao interssting.
They are more than canable of not understsnding what they have. And of not using it.

Have s good hollidzy,

Sincerely,



