1z/26/58
Lear Steve,

Your welcome letter of the 22rnd hss just arrived. Yn the books, my
wife will check that out., 1t sesms right, for now thet you remind me, + do
seem to recall your reporting not having received s chipment. That was probably
the one we didn't insure! She is in & conditien such es you describe, so thet
may be 2 few days. '

In order to speed up your getting on & Rose memo, + have written
gouis, with @ copy for him to inttisl and send to you. If he is out of the
office, or if you svesk to him before you hesr from him, by ell uesns ssk him,
for it 1sxurq%3hﬂ‘that thiz b= done es soon as possible.

Ix understend, aprreciate and spprove your reluctance to viclate what
you regerd as 8 confidence. However, it does indicete a few things I do nef
find encouraging, sn sbdication, an uneriticelness end 8 failure to do your
own thinking., These I will address, not for the purpose of eriticism, but so
that you csen do your own thinking wd see if you ecsn resch your own conclusicns,

For a yeer now, i1t hss bteen clear that, right or wrong, Yim has
clsime d ownership, so to spesk, of all sssessinstion incuiry, including the
unguestioned right to use the property of others es thougn i% wers hls own.
The quastion you should ssk, ss bty now you should have asked, suppos® he lIs
wrong? “uot then? Whet h=ppens to the resi o f us, sincere people with sin-
cera interects 2nd principles not in any way inferior to his? vhat hzppenc
teo what he seeks? How, under such circumstences, csn We help nim beat, if not
ourselves? "hat is or would be the prover eourse?

Aside from the possibility of Bradley, what ic inherent in your
latter as it is in my belief is the acknowledgement that 21l the Califerania
Work hes st best been s weste of time, A%t worst it ie the ruin of the casa,
for while he wes exhausting himself where he has no jurisdiction, whers ne was
using his offiecial capacity to pursue investigations be could not tske to
ccourt, no matter how com-endsble this might be, he wae doing sbsolutaly nothing
where he had jurisdiction, nothing on the Shaw cose, nothiang on the other
pogsible cases. AS 8 CORSEJUENCS, 81l is now in jeopardy. Mors, much really
good msterisl is now worthless. And the eredibility-level of everyone has been
very much lowered. Now on Bradley, where 1 slso believe he was wrong and think

I krow why snd how, ask yoursell this: is 1t proper to make cherges in advence
of investigstion? Or should the inwestigation férst be completed?

The why »nd how will heve to wait until we meet sgain. I do agk you
to try snc¢ recsll the opinions L1 geve you when I was there. Terhaps you pald eo
1ittls sttention you do not recsall, but I did offer you an opinion of Jim. Ask
Yaggle if you sre not certein or do not recell. I think she will, Cnce you have
this in mind, then ssk yourself 1f your course is and hes bean the well-thought
out ona. IT not, whet muy be the conseauence(s}?

tay I cugrest to you that my opinion hes now been sax% esheblished
ss fnet to several competent if mo? seientific cbservers, including sone of
nis people? Then I further sugsest thst this was accomplished by others, who
weosn with this intention. n the course of asrlisr corrsspondence, + have named
b sa people to you. Whethe P or not they wers independent, whether or notrthey
uwusd high wmotive, is reslily not materisl. +hat they did is wEat counts, am what
they msy yet do. These things elone sre my concern in what © have ssked ?1 youa
There wa: enough for me to Xeep busy with wﬁfhout yndertaking this additional
chore. 1 id it net Tnr pleasure of ravard. elsher is possible.




Lest February 1 hed suspicions of Rose, I as§ed 2 simple thirg of you
reople, getting me & picture so I could chseck him out. *ou not only failed to
do i+, you not on;f fxk let him know, you never ogee told me you had no inten-
tion of deing it. *his 18 and was your right, for neither one of us owns any
others. Enwever, when those who have cooperated with each other ssk such things,
he presumes & reasonsble request will be honordd or he'll te told, end this, I
think, is s ressonsble presumption. Need I remind you of all the thicgs 1 sent
you, not even awaiting your request? How what possible reason could + have hsd
for wanting this simple thing thet mitigested ageinst ite being done? Agein,
there could not hesve been & mrscnel thing here. I could have been wrong, but
on whut basis could thic v sssumed? Cr assumed in silence? I wss left to sit
and stew, to Waste much time inwriting an: phoning. No one ever ssid i would
not be done. Thiz, I submit, is no way to do things.

So, we have Rose, snd sll of you trust him, snd your own judgements
you neither guestion nor permit to be cuestioned.

Now tell me whaet you have from Rose and those associeted with him
thet in sny wey helppGarrieen or in any wey sdvence what we sll seek? I tell
you to look back over what he came up with and ssk yourself what would have
happened if Jim ke d used 2ny of it in public?¥ Who would heve survived it%

How go further und ask youseelf the total cost, in time epd money, of
the combinstion of Hose snd Boxley snd Turner, on %he maeig of what you already
know, not whet is known but msy not be to you. Of course, Hepburn is pnrt of
this. Doos the sum total add a single word, even = gmsp, that can be wed in
the pivotal thing, Jim's great snd primery responsibility, the Shaw case?

Mot even & comma.
Perhsps & l'eriod. Parhaps even on exczxlamation point.

At this point it behooves you to ask yoursslf whet might have been
done with thet time and money, especislly in New Orlesns. At some point you
will know whet wes reel snd ignored dowm there, of the countless viable and 2uk
authenticated leads snd well-begun, in soms cases, aboul completed investiga-
tions ignored by Jim yet known to him. These are things he could have done some-
thing sbout. He not only didn't; he wouldn't help when he could have. They were
less spectacular, not the kind of stuff that would mske the natiomnsl press to
begin with. But they sre rssl. He mizht have dege things that would have rendered
1% impossible for the federsl government to continue to pretend the Vsrren
feport is visble., He refused. Thet was his right. His judgement should be his
own {the great tragedy is thét it hasn't hsen?. But, ss you have heerd me say
before, the Werrsn Yommiszsion had no monopoly on error,

Do I bava to begin to suggest to you the consequences of your
&plural) dedication to nepburn when the slightest independent analysis would
sve told you it could not be for resl? Need I recsll to you snything more thm
the forture Jaffe pissed ewsy on it? Need I remind you taat when I go to [few
Orleans to work, Jim does not pay my fare, lodging, etc. There zre a few minor
expenses, liks when 1 zive him microfilm for processing so he can have ito that
i ask Touis to pay for, Hy {5 always very dacent $his way. So, Jaffe cen get a
grand vacetion snd prhaps meke z few filme Le might use for his own purposes
a% the oxvense of tha investigation, doing cothing thet cen in any way be used
in court in bew Orlsans even if he gets vwhet is btrue, while those who &o
dmvyn therTo Yo wWork on wha® is dirsctly relevsnt have tc do it at their own expense

snd 2s unwelcome nonr relatives,



I esnnot pretend dispessiog about this, for * have mortgaged everything
1t own %o do what I try, including what future I may huve amd my wite's with it.
Aboub such things I cannot be impersonel, Now I face the necessity for going
their sgain, without incoms, probably without my expenses being paid, to help
them during the trisl, to give, free (as I will), what 1t has cost me 8o much
to gather, while what could nasve financed tnies goth.ring wes squsndered by
those who should never have beenntrusted with the decision on spending a cent
to begin with or with the judgement %o econduct any investigetion under any
circumstances.

Everyona wili ssy nice things, but the fact will be that othsrs who
might have doene this have noct, thet those who could sfford it and didn't do it
nave not helped with it and will not help with keeping me there. I have alresdy
agreed to go there before the trisl. I Beve to abendon other work thst I regsrd
as important to do this, as 1 heve had to in the pass, but 1 have little choice.
I heve sgreed to siay thers through the trisl, %o help prepare for it, etc., Dur-
ing thic seme perioed I must in some way improvise s mesnsof reising svout £1,600
due on my indebtedness. How 1 do not know, certainly rot when I chell b there
busy enough and camnot possibly do all 1 must preparetory to going.l will con-
tinue to hsve no income. And 1 =m now engaged in trying to arrasnge myself a ped,
for even thst will not be done for me. it is not the most congenial wey te Work,
especially sgalnst the real odds. “elieve me, they sre very re £l, vwhether or
not you ere asware of thems

In you finish whsat you are doing cn Hepburn before you hesr from Louls
or before you get in touch with him, plessg2at lsast begin whet you can record
sbout Rose. *ou will st worst have 1oat & 1little time 1f he says no. Le one who
plens towrite, you should have on your own mede detsiled notes on these people,
if not for the present or for history, for your own future as 8 writer.

I do not beliovy Boxley was & CIA egent. I think it more likely he
is sick. I dc not belicve im hoe ony peal resson to believe he was CIA. 1 think
he had other purposes in jncluding this ic the press release. However, it does
not meke any di fference whe or Whed Boxley 1s or wej. ‘hat he did end was about
to do ere the significon® things. They are all dissstercus, withcut eny exception,
even o minor cme. e, oo, has bled the investigetion, without sny centribution
to it. He, too, kept Jim terrified and of £ the subject. Hor do I accuse Hose or
Turnsr of belng agentd. Turasr worked hand in glove with Boxley, ot best upe-
eiitieaslly when the most eriticsl sprroach was celled for. +f he has come up W th
a single thinpg *im csn now use, I am unaware of 1t, snd so is everyome in Jim's
office who is in 2 position to now, He, too, was pert of the terror end mrt of
thexdistraction, lg waz elso pert of the authentication of what could not oexbk
poesibly be authenticeteda

To me, the cuestlon of sgency has the meaning of thet of the fairies
and the needles. A1l thet counts 1s the record. If you do net Ynow i%, vou should
tske steps to learn it, end that very cuickly. 14 may slready te too late, The
record ie this: Boxley, Turner, Rose, Jaffe snd Palmer may have already wrecked
everything ws have =11 workad so hard for. With Jdim's assent, they heve utterly
wested every cent thet hee een contributed to $in'e investigation. They have
ept pim from his knitting. “het more do you require? I feel that with this
receord, we should bo Yaerning whot we can of those responsible for it. 4+ have
21lready ostabliched @ ilepburn connection I @113 not put on paper and in the mails.

There i1n now no time for neramentEon othsTy marte of your letter.e I am
~1:A you "resigned”. TP oypu f2iled ®o return your cradentials, you Mgy ragret it.
for oouvanir velus, s oorox is sufficient, Remembsr the credits on "Forewell

smesicat, which mep alresdy be cnough for a2 mistrial. Jememte r thet vou were

o



Qart of 1t, without the credit line. 1ou'd best sssume the pos ibility thet
Hopburn ic the other side anyway. “ithout doubt, he is not ours.

L‘ .
here 1s =0 muech that 2snnet be undonse. Yo not leave any within
your centrol.

There iz supposed to be e new srrecngement in the office. “ike so
mrny egresments and understsndings, 1t msy not exist in eny resl sense, 3im
haz sgreed to it. Es i¢ leaving the actual hepdling of the cesse to #lcoek,
sssisted by SciambPa and *von. They sre to restrict themselves 10UH to the
“ew Yrleens stuff or what relatse to it. Their immediste need is to prepsre for
the trial. The most bsgic things have not been done. Some of them Ll have teen
aaked to do and will, Jim will devois hilmself to such things s3 petting
re-clected, for his cempsign is clcss now, The informslity of the past is to be
naet, with no extroneocus investigetions outside thelr jurisdiction. Certejin
things were assumed of me aend + hsve, afterward, agreed. 1 do not expect d im to
g6t on the phone snd spell this out to you. This, howewer, is the essence. 1
sugzest that when you speak to “ouis you csn learn for yourgelf what he will be
willing to =3y on ithe phone. of course, if the case loses, im will hove the
out, 8t least in his own wmind, that others dig i,

That mey very well be true, but in a different sense.

I also sugoest that it is not too soonm to stert considering your
own position and thot of sll of us if the court decision ig adverse. For a
iong time, es perhaps you usy recali, + have considered that it may be
decided on legsl tachnicolities rather then fact. + have teen quite explicit
sbout one part of this, =nd here 1 refer %o Hapk and Mort.

If I do not givs you a pretty picture I do, Imthink, give yu
on accurste ons. Take o good look at 1t. 1t mey already te too late to
learn whot should have been so lons 2go, when no one would listens

Please remember, in these memorsnds, what mey be of cruclal
impirtence is whet mey seem vo be of the slighest, the simple, casusl
thing that ic usually unnoticed. The pewl resl connectlon for Hepburn
domes from whaihe saw when. No ons prid any attentlon to it., 1" checked 1%
out. “t is & connection with whet has boen established, even to Jim's
satisfoction, os tue other side. I did not tell him. I did t01l Touls.
So, when you meke notes, include everyone gnyone Knows, noO mettel how 2l ightly,
everyone they to your knowledge eaw. Although it cen mean less to me,
please include who you s8W where in Surope, with desc iptions.

For whetever it is or msy be worth to you, we all make mistskes,
we =211 hsve fallible judgements, we a1l at some timo do whet it lster turns out
{e or m3y have been the wron- ihding. Thore wsz, certeinly, no Commi sslon
monopoly. ‘hy, motive, 1= the controlling thing, st lesst inverdly, which is
where it reslly counts, when lster each of ua has 1o assess himself. It it
turns out tha® you moy have dene vihot wa:z not for the sest, you will not be
slone snyx more thsn I. I tainik your potive will not plagus jou.

flave 5 gs0d yorr, all ol you. Ly bveat vo you alle

Sinceroly,



