December 25, 1968

TO: HARCLD “ZISBERG

FROM: STEVEN J. BURTOK
SUBJECT: "James Eepburn" etc.
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\s reguested, this memo will be =z complete, chronological account

R

of my knowledge of the "James Hepburn" incidents. I have iried to confine
the account to my personal krowledge of actions rather than opinions

unless the opinions are relevent to establishing the facts of the matter.

The first contact I had with the book THE PLOT by James Hepburn
came in late March or early April, 1968. 4t i:at time, I met with
JIM GARRISON, MAGGIE FIELD, SIMSIE FIELD, JIM LAWRENCE, and STEVE JAFFE
at the PILLD residence. GiA3lISOKN had read the manuscript of THE PLOT
on the airplane from New Orleans.

Garrison indicated at this time unbounded enthusiasm for the style
and content of the book. He ctated his opinion to be that the book was
a collective effort because expertise was demonstfated in éiverse areas
(e.g. economics, weapons systems, ballistics, marksmanchip, intelligence,
etc.). Since, as a result of the NAGELL story, Russian Intelligence (KGB)
had been contacted some months before, we all formed the tentative opinion
that this was their repori.

GARRISON decided to contact the publisher, Fiduciaere Wanner, 18
Cours des Basticns, Geveve, Switzerland, for further information. JIM
LAWKENCE xeroxed several copies of the manuscript for those of us who
were present, We were left with instructions to keep the existance of
the book highly secret.

Several weeks latecr, STEVE JAFFE told me that he had been contacted

by Piduciare Wammer. He showed me a telegram which stated, in paraphrase,

"Desire to meet with your representative immedintely to avrange Joo
exchange." About the second week o May, I drove JAFFE to the airport
where he left for New York, then for Paris.

About four weeks later, an envelope arrived at K.J (JI¥ LAWIENCE)
znd was forwarded, as per instiructions, to me. I opened the envelope
only to find a smaller envelppe, ﬁto be opened by BILL TURNER only."™
I phoned TURNER and was advised to simply mail it to his home, whieh
I did.

JAFFE returned from Zurope around Jkly 1. I met with him shortly
thereafter and he told me that the book was the prolust of TRENCH

INTELLIGERCE. He explicitly stated that he considered the irip a success
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and gave me the definsie impression that he returned with substantisl
evidence. He said that GAIRISON had been impressed and had reimbursed
him in full for the trip.

He did not at this time tell me any details of the evidence he
supposedly brought back. He did say that he had been Laside of the
Elysee Palace and had met PEILIPPE (LKU), former head of French

Intelligence in the United States.

The nex’ rzoollection of information is of driving in a car with
JAFFE. He told me informslily that, according to the French, H.L. IUNT

T told ROBERT

was the prime mover of the comspiracy. He said that ]
SURREY to set up an execuiive council of five men to oversee operations.
JAFFE named the five men but ROY COEN is the only name I recall. The
other names were not familiar and I did mot take notes (ilinking that
we would soon sit down and go over it in detail). I asked JATFE if
they had good evidence and had given it to him and he replied in the
affirmative.
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Refore much more could be sazid, we parted company. Defore we could
zet together again, I left for Europte (july 16) for vacation. By
phone, JAPTE gave me the address of Messieur SORORUZRE, 34 Avenue Kleber,

Paris, as 2 contact point for Messieur LAMAZRE, the man with whom he

1ad deall. Hs tnet I shokld contact them for an updaie on publication
cf the bock.

Toward the end of July, I went to SOROQUIRE'S office. I was met Ty
tuc yovrl Trotiziasn who told me to return at 6:30 pom. At that time, I
was ushered into & plush waiting room. Shortly, a man entered a.d began
asking questions in a terse marmer. I asked who he was and he said he
was lessieur LAMARRE. I said that I was from JOM GARRISON'S office and
a friend of STEVE JAFPEZ'S. I was in Burope on vacation and was isked
to check with them for arn updste on publication of the book. LAMARRE said
that it was published in France and was selling well. No publishing
company in the U.S. was interested bgt RAMPARTS was thinking of doing
excerpts. He said that they were procrastinating and asked for BILL TURNZR's

+

gave him. LAVMARRE gave me two copies of the bock and

address, i i

25 (which I gave to MAGHID TIELD). He then introduced

©

g
two newspavers articl
me to MARCEL SCROGULRE and polite .conversation followed for 15 mirutes.
A short memo was sent to GARRISCH.

In Prague, Czechoslavakiaz, I met a2 German photographer from "Der
Spiegal”. In the course of conversation, we found that we agreed
substantizlly on world affairs. I showed him the French edition and he
recognized ons of the persons given credit. He was PETER BCIKISH, a

Germen publishing tycoon. The Photographer said trnat RBCINISH was of
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right-wing persuasion and zould easily work with the CIA.

When I returned to Los Angeles, I was not on speakin: terms with
JAFFE for purely personal reasons, so little else was learned uniil
October, when MAGGIE PIELD AEturned from her irip to Europe.

MAGGIE told me trat she had met with LAMARRE in paris. She said
that he impressed her as intelligent, vut he said nothing to ease her
apprehensicns about thie book. She said ther were wined and dined in
the finest restaurants of Paris, where LAMAZRE wais krown and recuived
almost royal treatment.

iround the first of Hovember, JAFFE proned me and said that LAMARRE
had made a film. When I met him, he said that it was a memorizl film

but also contained the ZAPRUDER film. He asked me to contact the UCTA

Film Commission o s:t up & showing for Hovember 22, which I did.
At that tinme, the film failed to siiow up and the date was reset to
November 25. The shoving was again called off and NBC's "The Kennedy

Years" wzs shown irnstead. The sudi

nce did ..ot zet too upset.
No word was heard from LAMARRE for ten days, at which time he offered

that he was exirerely ill from poimoning.

Wext word was on December 13 when RAY
of the film, FAREWELL

that afternoon (see memo).
Since then, JAFFL says that LAMARAE has returned to Paris having

epparently cbandoned any efforts to have the film widely stown.

S, Y

RCUS invited me to a screening



ADDENDUM to "Hepburn" memo Dec. 25, 1968

The following is to be corsidered heersay, was informally learned,

and cannot be vouched for accuracy:

A personel friend, who was in Paris while JAFFE w

was in clos

- Jaffe phoned from Geneva to 3sy thet

to get him Srunk ard ask hin questi

W

tilere ani who

©
w

touch with JATFR veporis the following simmificant i:cidents

a bar were trying

coubnts

were tailin

now seys he

LAMARRE evidently continuously promised o

7 could rot possibly have known vhere they were unless they

one or both of them. CIA?




