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1 ask those of you to whom I send this memorasndum to plsase keep it
entirely to yoursslves unless, sepesrately, I suggest others with vhom I would
like you to consult, If =ny of yu respond, I would eppreclate & carbon t¢ me
¢/o “ouis Ivon, for it is possible thet I msy go to New Orleans next week. I do
consider it not beyond possibility that this metter mey srmxise in surprieing
form there and I woulltH® be as prepsred for that eventuelity ss possible.

Taking the Hepburn story literslly, we heve these alternstives:

At a time when French poliey is not congenial to that of the “nited
States (remember the gold crisis?) we have French intelligence agents operating
openly (et least lLemerre, and he 4id heve a number of American associstes),
with no offiecisl idterferenca. "hether or not the smerican citizens amctually
violated the lsw, there is = foreign-sgents registretion sct, asnd it could
reedily have been invoked. If was not. From this I coneclude that either those
proclaiming themselves French intel.igence are not or they were sngsged in
activities not unwelcome to US intelligence. I suggest we besr in mind that,
rather then hiding & foreign-intelligence involvement, these people mede it
explicit virtuslly from the first. With their knowledge of fmerican law, I be-
lieve this is not innocent, es 12 thelr failure to alsrt thoss young and in~
experienced Americens of the pptential of collaboration. Another altermative
is that, whether or not of serlous purposs, the US government may yet set,
possiblg soon and not unconnected with the pending New Orleans trisl. They
cen file a generel charge, get the publicity end colletersl benefits, and
later drop the cherges. I think, were * ome of those involved, I would consult
counsel - where 1 live, If we tske the doctrine and propagande of ths book
snd the movie at fuce value, they are in violemt opposition to the officiel
and resolutely-held position of t® US govermment. ¥ do not for one minute
believe this is the purpose, for I do believe ths oparestion msy well be CIA,.
Howsver, ths fellure of the US sgencies to do anything when it was so possible
and could be so hurtful, unless they ¢re awslting what they regard as a more
propitious moment, dces require thought. I think the probability they sre in
accord with the purposemof this operation is high, =as is their involvement{
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One of those credited in tkhe book(s) is Phillippe, identified by
gsome of you who heve met him &s the formsr hesd of French intelligence in the
U.S. I have been able to check With an old and trusted French friend. It is
his recollection that, in fect, this is so, thet the men "Phillippe" wés
actuslly stztioned in Vashington under the cover or an embamsy attache.\I
expect %o hear further from him, with the resl name of this men. .,

This mekesthe lack of anyk officisl US ection mere suspect - unless
there is s reascn folr it, Having confirmad the possal bility thet the. 1dentirica»
tion of Phillippe is dependeble, * g-ve that some thought and concluded that \\\
he might heve teen in sctuslity or in spirit & doudble sgent, officially that T
of frence but spirituslly thet of the "liberel" part of CIi. One candidate
comes immedistely to mind: the cenrtsl chasracter of Tépaz, the Ieon Uris .
misrepresentation of the Cubsn Missle Crisis, That work is ghtirely consistent
with CI% interest. 'y recolliection of that character, as portrsyed in. that
book, mekes him consistent with the seeming deseriptions ond prerecuisites.
n’earing also on this is the information I have picked up (ena I cannot

voueh for it) thet these men are “former" French intellligence. : ﬁ
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My recollection of Topaz mey be undependable beceuse I was not
impreesed by 1t, because I considered it not lemss then semi- offlcilal end
gulte possibly inspited CIA propsgenda, end becasuse the representation of
fact is wrong. I recall finding the reason the herc had such a rough time
beck in Frence not reslly credible. It is my recollesction Urls ssys they
were pro-Russian. iside from the lsck of any resson to believe it, the
history and tresdition of the agency is contrary. This spurious explanstinm
would not only be zn excd4llent cover for officiel suspicion he was CIA
{ which is consistent with the sdmiseions of other psris of the book),
it slso served to promote CIA beliefs snd interests.

In sny event, the nommal embellishmants of a novel considered,
i bslieve 1t is certsinly tenable to hypothesize that "Phillipe" is the
hern of "Topaz", that 4T this ie the cace, there is an entirely differsnt
verspective to "Farewell Amorice" in its verious forms, ond thet 1t would
be foolhurdy to essume we have heard the end of it. Its by-far worst
potential remains. I therefor would encoursge those of you who msy hsve
either knowledge or suspiclons to communicate them to me os expaditiously
as possibla. 1 have asked some of you who heve ret him fer a description,
Perhaps there sr¢ things se said thot mey bear on the ebove theory. In thst
event, I would eppreciste them., I sugrest that 1f my suspichon i: correct,
nothing is lost if your letter or cell is intercepted, for that will not be
knowledge to the interceptor. There mey be mich to be gelned by my having
thet knowledge, for the possibility of 2 dremstic confrontetion with this
operation does exlst, end if we csnnot meet it the result msy bs ruinous.:

Those of you who have hed a very Ligh security ccenscicusness mighs,
1 believe, usk yourselves if it is possible for us to lesrn 2nything the
other side does not slready knowm. If not, we hurt only ourselves by not
sharing it, Tor if they learn it they leern nothing wheress if we do not,
one or more of us, we mey lose much. Their knowledge of our knowvledge dces
not outweigh the advantsge of our sharing 1it.

Sinceraly,

Harold Welsberg



