
Dear Dave, 	
104/90 

Is m sorry you, Gerry and Jerry 1who has a b
ad knee) could not have been here 

yesterday to enjoy my two surpise visitor
s, two now middle—aged anti—Castroites wh

o 

figure in the official investigations of 
the JFK assassination, Jerry Patrick hemm

ing 

and koy Hargraves. Hemming phoned from th
e eeRC offices in DC yesterday morning to

 ask 

if they could come, I asked him to use ?en
cil anti paper and write the directions do

wn, 

and believe it or not, he did, he got off
 the expressway at the correct exit and t

hen 

got lost making only the two turns requir
ed to get here. Driving a not inexpensive

 and 

new van. 

It seems they are working for Bud "enster
wald and his assassinations archives and 

Research center on the eicky White concoc
tion that his father, aoscoe, was one of 

JFK's 

assassins. Trying, as they correctly unde
retand bud's attitude, to prove that this

 fairy 

tale is or can be true — after all that h
as come to light and all that I've told B

ud 

that proves it isn't and can't be true! T
hey undergtand that eud is a true believe

r, that 

Jim tomer tench] to agreewith hiu and feel
 as he does, that erevin Walsh is troubled

 by 

it in whet they can't identify, and that /4
111-k ellen is openly skeptical. 

it was not easy to present to then the di
sproofs that 1 have because Hemmine wante

d 

to recall his past and the people he net 
and what he then was doing and tended to 

monopolise, but Hargraves did make some n
otes. I gave them the items of disproof o

f 

the details of this concoction and the ti
tles of the books that were plegiarized. 

They 

had seen a copy of the novel, ?romises to
 Keep, at the £.a9 offices and had a copy

 of 

eopkin's with them, The Second Oswald. 

Hemmine see= not to have aged as much as 
I'd have expected from the kind of life 

he leads but his 6'6" body now bulges at 
the belly more than mine does and Hargrav

es 

puffs out a bit there. 1 last saw Henning 
22 yrars ago arid I'd never seen blargrav

es 

before. He surprised me, however, by quot
ing the eobeet Trost poem from which the 

novel 

gets its title, Promises To eeep. 

Hemming, who has detested hall for Yearn,
 Loran Hall, that is, confirmed what one 

of my Baltimore police friends lwho'd bee
n here earlier in the day and through

 lunch with 

his girl friend) told me, that Hell and h
is son had been arrested in 6klahoma sell

ing 

Jame kind of dope pills to raise money fo
r the Contras and were in jail for it. 

I was curious about some of the story Hal
l had given ee on a nueber of occasions, 

for the first time irithree days of interv
iews of him when he was in real pain from 

an 

illnessel.  do not recall in a Veteran'
s edmiletration hospital in Los engeles, 

the hospi-

tal that was destroyed later in an eertheu
ake, at le't more than a decode agog lie d

oes 

confirm part of Hall's story, that Castro
 had him jailed with Santos lraffican

te. by 

recoliection is that nail said in the sam
e cell. Hemming, who says he then visited

 Hall 

during his detention in what he says had 
been aemental hospital, says Hal

l was in the 

cell next to it but that he was peemit
-ed to sEthre the food the mina boss w

as bale to 

have sent in. 

Not that any of their pasts is relevant t
o the JFK assassination, although it did 

figure in the investigations. With regard
 to the one real link, of the men who app

eared 

at eylvia Odio's apartment in Dallas just
 before the assassination with one presen

ted to 

her as Leon Oswald, who said JFK sho
uld be killed anu he would show them how,

 both dis-

egree with the account that one was Hall.
 They seem to have had some kind of conne

ction 

fik 
with the 6hTistic notitute and that s

uit against the CI. over the bombing that
 was to 

have killed Eden store for the Contras a
nd instead wounded the correpond:nt 'ony

 

evirgnan and others. They claim that, in 
Bei:mind's word, which is no easy to acce

pt 

without confirmation, t .ey are De
) sure that the man they think was at Odio

's is the man 

who was responsible fo- that bombing. 

I made no effort to make notes and I thin
k it is not the significance of our 

conversation that ,could have interested y
ou but what these men said about their pas

ts 



a 

and those of other now midale-aged soldier of fortune. I teasfed Hemming a bit about some of this and those we spoke about, like Robert a.,nalein, publisher of Soldier of Fortune magazine, They see each other often so a seised 161Vrto tellliown that he still owes me a '-;olorado double-bladibd axe, not that I can now use it. no says that the court decision against grown and his magazine was reversed on apeeal. 4 you do not remember, he was sued because someone responding to an ad in the magazine killed someone for th4 person who responded to that ad. and if you have forgotten drown s link with the JFK investigation, he had been offered a large sum of money by a southern Culifornie Arab dentist to kill jFK and thousands of members of Americans for Democratic action and if I recall correctly, Jews, and had not reported thin to the FBI. To which he later confirmed it when a student to whom he'd blabbed that story did tell the FBI. 
2 / Whee i kidded Hai Hemming about his open planning of a ho skip-and-jump txxxml invasion of '.%uba via Haiti in ay presence, Larry howurd of th- JFK investigation with us in Hemming's Kl tbnte apartment,and thin included his phone conversations about it, Ilia response was that while they did not get to invade Haiti, ;bey had bombed'the castlk, he says that Howard Davis,O 	who had been Raul '..astroaspaperedv.pilot, flew the plane that did the bombing. Howie Davis is in the FBI records. 

nemming claims to have met Roscoe White in Dallas in 196q and that under Falk he has gotten FBI records that confirm this. I asked him for copies and he said he'd send ahem but if I gut them I'll be surprised. He does acknowledge that that does not con-firm Ricky white's story. 
I don t knew how they are financed but I think it in not entirely by Bud bedause they had just left there and here a had to direct them to the Weeteei l/nion office where we waited for Hemming, who returned from it with the money he said had lbeen waiting for him in Washington. From where we went to supper. Which was large for both. and Lil noticed that Hemming did not leave a tip. I paid our share while they were still outing, at Carmack's, where you like the scrapple, and paid the tip at the same time, for our share._ 

1 lie. 
Hargraves surprised me not only because he quotad ?Frost bit because of his interest in our history and even in ola buildings anu architecture. He expressed interest in the older local bueldings past which I dorected them and particular interest in the Hessian Barracks now part of the deaf and dumb school campus. (The next to the top man now lives in the part of it not used for storage and loves it from a story in the local paper.) This buOlaing dates to the Devolutionary War and aessian troepa were housed in it, thus the name. liurgruves alsp was appreciative of the moving of the :cam Hanson house from the other side of West Patrick Street, brick for brick, and beina rebuilt as part of the new county courthouse .- liaagravea is better educatied and better read than 116amiss; and he again surprised me by his knowledge of the obscure novel a had been asked to read by a conservative friend, a Canticle for Leibowitz, es a thought it would, it interested them when I told them that the friend who loaned it to me is the brother-in-la“ of aami's mayor, Suarez, one of the Cubans who have become prominent in Florida'a political life. They did tallevuite a bit about the so-called training for an invasion of Cuba on "o-Name Key. I asked raves for his ye: Bien of the death of one of them, eollins, from drowning when he was a skulled diver. It hapatned in shallow water endHargraves says it was while Collins was drunk. #e was that Collins matte out well diving for tropi Al fish to sell but that he was the kind of drunk who got nasty whe druAk, anjtended to wildnesss. This matter used to interest the earlier huts in the JFK case. 

With regar o the amullialier-Carcanno rifle ofa 	l4 icaldo says Oswald used, it just happens that the 
t

ltimore policeman, who toeches an assassinations 4ourse at a community college, had just that-TakaFatanuorning returned mine that he'd borrowed. iTaming then made graphic and detailed explanations to "argraveo of its many defects. !'o  said that in those early anti-reatro days they had been offered a quantity of these rifles and refused to accept them, they were that bad, that eangeroue. end he eaplained and demonstrated some of the hazards, one I roeull that could put, the shooter'e eye out. They luu ;hed and laughed about anyone even thinking th t such a weapon would b- used in such a job. Hemming did 
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Bey that aoecoe White had a quantity of them. I asked him what calibre, beceune I knew Micky had specified 7.65 inst ad of 6.5, and he said it was 7.b5. 
Hargraves is not the breggard Hemming is and he didnnt once reise his voice. I found myself wondering how he had become involved in those kinds of aeivites so long ago and had continued in them since then. both seem to be working as investigators now. I did not ask them for any details on thin other than the ostensible purpose of their visit. But in the course of our conversation, Hemming did confirm aspects of whet "all had told me of his transporting of weapons and other things from the west coat to 'Iorida bace in the 1963 months that are in the Fel reports. Lester Logue, a wealthy Dallas right winger, did.  confirm that Hall had left a trailer load of this stuff in his Garage, as 111 hod told me. I think but I'm not sure that was the time Hell was arrestee with it afterthe JFK administration had begun to damp down on those aceieities. 
They had expected Jim and Hark ellen to still be working at 8 last night because they expected to speak to them then when they phoned. Instead they left a message for Jim on his nuswering machine that they'a be in touch this morning. They stayed at the Nasser motel because it is the old-fashioned kind, of individual cabins, and they ee wanted to have the van with what it hold, particularly records, to be close to their room, for security reasons. I think also bee use tkey liked the rate of 434.00, which is so much less than they've been paying. They 1.edgghed about their first accomodattons in the DC area because after they checked in they leaaned it was a black cat house. They did not find it of inters to them when I told them that where Western Union now is, at the truckers' truck-stop tel, has the reputation of also being a wherellouse,Aie is to say that they were not interested in women andetx but in the kind of accomodations they wanted for security and economy. Economy indicates that uhoevor is paying their e_penses is not overly-generous with money. It makes me suspect thet their interest in this involvement is not financial. They obviously had little money when they got here because they mid they had to get the looney at Western union on they'd note have money for supper and the motel unless they did. 

although their connections at least of the: past seem to have been with right-wingers and their anti-Communist pasts if riot pe ot eont seems to include them as right-wingers they spoke of right-wingers they nemeia—ieein a 4deprecating manner and seemed to be saying they they were not of such beliefs. 
If nemming was truthful, it seems that Jim Ciarrison tried to interest them in working for or with him. hemming did its  that some of those whose names came up in Garrison's talk, like Larry Labodde, had CIA con_mctionn, an contract agents. But they could not specify any reason for the CIA to use the like of koscie White as a contr act agent. They could think of no service he could render as a contract agent. They had little knowledge of Joe West or Gary :.thaw or the prow:her named Shaw who in part of the Thite story and in general it ill apparent that although they knee of 'opkinse book and had seen the novel, Bud and 'aim had not cued them in on the disproof of it that J. g.ve them. They knew of the rupture between Wostia and the Dallas center but not that West had continued to be connected with it through the Ricky White press conference it staged for him. LI terms of their investigation, when 1told them I had the 	wire copy thn it they did not ask to see it. They did not know that Ricky's first ghost writer was the former Dallas maopc cop ashire who uses the pen-name Andersen and did not know, although sad et all are well aware of it, that he put an outline of racky's story on paper. I aid not tell them I had a copy btt suggested they ought look him up when they are in Dallas again. I know that when Fins sent Kevin down to investigate because Jim doubted part of the story at the least, Kevin cave him an account of his intervie, of Anderson, tile name in 2,:evin's report. So, I wonder what kind of investigation bud et al really want when they keep this kind of dis-proof of what Bicky has been saying  from their investigators. 

how these people waste their time and money!!! only to in th end magnify the destruc on of all credibility by their nuttiness and the attention they get for it! These two seem to understand that Bud is anxious  to br +ek the case open and nothing else in-terestlhim. It did not seem to discourage them a bit. In haste this eearly, morniug, before I go out for the papers and then do my walking, eith beet to you all, 4:4444r 


