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More than one-fourth of the 
telephone, calls intercepted on 
a so-called "national security" 
!wiretap of a former National 

!1Security Council aide were be-
ttween the aide and his wife, 
- 1 ccording to documents filed 
;'esterdy in U.S. District 
Court. 

Merton-Halperin said in the 
' doctunkr that he had tabu-
lated the number of domesitc 
-calls on his telephone during 
the 21' months the tap had 
been actiye by analyzing the 
summaries 	_those calls by 
the FBI.,..FIls'wife was over-

' heard op. a COW of 70 per cent 
'-of the conversations, he added.; 

Forfeit's!' President Richard 
';54. Nixon has said he ordered' 
the taps of Halperin and 16 

i:pther government officials 
pand newsmen in 1989 as part 
a a program to halt suspected 
leaks of classified information. 

Halperin is claiming in a 
'lawsuit that the wiretap was 
'illegal and was actually used  

to gather political informa-
tion. The tap- remained on his 
home telephone for more than 
a year after he left the govern-
ment, and while he was heav-
ily involved in antiwar activi-
ties, according to other docu-
ments that have been made 
public. 

Halperin said that of the 838 
telephone calls summarized by 
the FBI for the 21 months of 
the tap, he personally had 
been overheard nearly 56 per 
cent of the time: 

Twenty-seven per cent of 
the calls had been between 
him and his wife, Halperin 
said, and 28 per cent had been 
between him and persons who 
were no+ members of his fam-
ily. 

Halperin refuied to identify 
not family members who had 
been overhead, saying he felt 
It would be an invasion of 
their privacy to disclose their 
names. However, he said, 
many of the conversations 
were political in nature and 
discussed the various positions  

of elected government offi-
cials. 

A total of 449 calls involved 
his wife, talking either to him 
or to other persons who were 
not the object of the 'surveil-
lance, he added. There was a 
total of 36 conversations in 
which neither he nor anyone 
else in his family was a partic-
ipant, he said, 

Documents disclosed two 
weeks ago indicated that Mr. 
Nixon was aware of the per-
sonal and political nature of 
many of the conversations 
nine months before the taps 
were ended, and specifically 
ordered them to continue. 

The former President also 
ordered the summaries of the 
conversations sent to his top 
political aide instead of his top 
national security aide. accord-
ing to the same documents. 

Halperin's attorneys are 
seeking to personally question 
Nixon about the decision to 
place the surveillance on 
Halperin and to continue the 
tap for the 21-month period. 


