
Nixon Ordered Tap Files 

Safeg ded, Aide Says 
By Timothy S. Robi son 

WashIngton-70CW 51a11 Writer 

Former President Richard 
M. Nixon personally ordered 
that secret files on FBI 
wiretaps of 17 newsmen and 
government officials be 
brought to the White House in 
1971 for safekeeping, former 
Nixon aide John D. Ehrlich-
man has testified. 
, According to a court 
deposition by Ehrlichman, 
Nixon issued the order after 
Ehrlichman reported to him 
the fears of Robert C. Mar-
dian, an assistant attorney 
general who had been keeping 
the files, that J. Edgar Hoover 
might order FBI agents to 
break into his Justice 
Department office and 
remove the files for possible 
"blackmail" purposes. 

Ehrlichman testified that 
Hoover "was not above black-
mailing the President with 
this information" from the 
wiretap files "to secure 
whatever he wanted from the 
President –  including 
protection of his job as FBI 
director. Ehrlichman's 
deposition—which provides a 
snob • imes bizarre account of 
the removal of the wiretap 

JOHN ERLICHMAN 
.-..blackmail feared 

files from the Justice 
Department to the White 
House safe in which they were 
found in May, 1973—was filed 
yesterday as part of a federal 
civil suit challenging the 
legality of the wiretaps. 

The lawsuit was filed by 
former White House aide 
Morton Halperin, whose 
telephone was tapped for 21 
months in an attenpt to stop 
suspected leaks of elassified 
information to the press. 

While Halperin has charged 
that the wiretaps were illegal, 
the governmemt has argued 
that they were a proper 
exercise of the President's 
authority to protect the 
national security. 

Ehrlichman, one of 
numerous high level gover-
nment defendants against 
whom the suit was filed, -ap-
pears in his sworn deposition 
to portray another defen-
dant—Secretary of State. 
Henry A. Kissinger—as the 
moving force behind the 
selection of Halperin and 
others as targets of the 
wiretaps. Throughout his 
testimony, Ehrlichman refers 
to the project as "the 
Kissinger taps." 

Kissinger has maintained 
that his role in the wiretapping 
was minor—limited to sup-
plying certain names as 
possible targets. Two Justice 
Department officials, in-
cluding then-Attorney General 
John N. Mitchell, have said in 
previous depositions that they 
believed the wiretaps were 
under Kissinger's control and 
supervision. 

See WIRETAPS, A9, Coll 
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