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Secretary of State Henry 
Kissinger has disputed un-
der oath former President 
Richard Nixon's sworn testi-
mony that Kissinger had the 
authority to evaluate and rec-
ommend the removal of the 
Nixon administration's wire-
taps on government officials 
and newsmen. 

'My relationship to the 
program was primarily as a 
consumer, or a passive one 
. .. It was never my percep-
tion that I had any responsi-
bility for termination of the 
taps," Kissinger testified in 
a deposition filed in a law-
suit over the so-called 
"national security" wiretaps. 

The wiretaps on 17 news-
men and government offi-
cials were initiated as part 
of a program to stop alleged 
leaks of classified informa-
tion to the press. The depo-
sition was filed in a $3 mil-
lion civil suit brought by 
Morton Halperin, a former 
aide to Kissinger on the Na-
tional Security Council and 
one of those persons tapped. 

Halperin is suing Mr. 
Nixon, Kissinger and sev-
eral other former or present 
government officials. 

Mr. Nixon had testified in 
an- earlier deposition in the 
sable suit that Kissinger 
could "evaluate the taps 
over a period of time" and 
that the late FBI Director J. 
Edgar Hoover "would give 
very great weight to Dr. Kis- 
singer's 	recommendation 
that a tap be removed." 

Mr. Nixon contended, as 
did Kissinger in his testi-
mony, that Hoover had the 
final say about when a tap 
could be initiated or ended. 
Three other defendants in 
the same case—former At-
torney General John N. 
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Mitchell, ex-FBI official Car-
tha DeLoach and ex-White 
House aide John D. Ehrlich-
man—have testified they un-
derstood the taps to be un-
der Kissinger's direction 
and control. 

Kissinger's role in the 
wiretap program has been a 
major source of controversy 
and embarrassment for the 
Secretary of State. While the 
Secretary continues to main-
tain his role in the program 
was minor and limited to 
supplying names for possi-
ble tap subjects, the suit al- 
leges Kissinger played a 
larger role and actually con-
trolled the initiation and 
termination of the surveil-
lances. 

Kissinger previously has 
answered written questions • 
under oath in the same law-
suit, but the deposition filed 
yesterday was the first in 
which he was cross-examined 
by Halperin's attorneys. 

The Secretary described 
the tap program and docu- 
ments sent to him as "a very 
minor part of my activities" 
in the White House as na- 
tional security adviser at 
the time. Therefore, he testi-
fied, his memory concerning 
the program is spotty. 

"You have to remember 
that these taps have as- 
sumed an all-consuming im- 
portance, to some people at 
least," Kissinger testified. 
"At that time, to me they 
were an occasional letter 
that wandered across my 
desk among hundreds of 
documents." 

Kissinger stood by his ear-
lier testimony that the wire-
tap program was first dis-
cussed in a White House 
meeting between himself, 
Hoover, Mitchell and Mr. 
Nixon on April 25, 1969. 

White House logs for that 
day do not reflect such a 
meeting. Kissinger said he 
could not "explain" why 
there are no records of the 
session but that "my recol-
lection of the Meeting is ex-
tremely precite." 

Kissinger said he could 
not remember who asked 
him to supply the names of 
specific persons who had ac-
cess to classified informa-
tion, but that such a request 
was made. He testified ear-
lier in the suit that Hoover 
was the first person to sug-
gest Halperin by name as a 

tap target. 
He said he did not know 

the details of the operation 
once it began. There has 
been testimony that the pro-
gram was shrouded with un-
usual secrecy, even for na-
tional security wiretaps. 

Kissinger said in the de-
position that at the April 
meeting Hoover provided 
what was, to horn, the 
"startling piece of informa-
tion" that previous adminis-
trations had used wiretaps 
to seek out leaks of govern-
ment information. 

"The whole subject was 
one that I did not particu-
larly understand or was par-
ticularly wild about," Kis-
singer testified. He said he 
went along with the idea to 
tap Halperin because he val-
ued Halperin's contributions 
to the NSC and wanted to 
keep him on the staff. 

. . . I reluctantly went 
along with this approach as 
the lesser of two evils, in my 
view—and as being neces-
sary In the interest of na-
tional security," Kissinger 
testified. He praised Halpe-
rin throughout the depos-
ition, describing him as one 
of the first persons whom he 
contacted as a possible co-
worker when he was hired 
by the Nixon administration. 

Kissinger said, as he had 
before, that other persons in 
the administration were op-
posed to his hiring Halperin 
because of Halperin's politi-
cal philosophies and his con-
nections with previous Dem-
ocratic administrations. 
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