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Halperin Case Records Show .
By Walter Pincus
Waal:di:4ton Cost 13teff Writer

FBI Director J. Ed g a r
Hoover initiated the first
Nixon administration news
leak wiretap on Henry Kissinger's National Security
Council aide Morton Halperin, according to records
filed with, the District Court
and congressional committees.
The next day, May 10,
1969, unaware of the existing tap, Kissinger sent
Halperin's name and three
others to the FBI believing
his move would start an investigation which would include wiretapping.
Why did Hoover pick
Halperin? And why did Kis-

singer also choose him?
Almost seven years after
the event these questions
seem like nit-picking, but
they are pertinent to a lawsuit filed by Halperin that
seeks cash damages from
Kissinger, former President
Nixon and others for what
Halperin charges was an illegal wiretap.
The intermittent release
of depositions taken in connection with the lawsuit has
provided opportunities for
critics of Kissinger to use
conflicting stories about his
role to attack the secretary's
credibility.
The Secretary, according
to his aides, is obsessed by
the tap issue, seeing it as a

way his enemies are trying
to destroy him by linking
him to Nixon and Watergate.'
On March 30, Kissinger is
scheduled to be questioned
under oath by -Halperin's
lawyers. His deposition will
he the last in a series that
has included former Attorney General John N.

News Analysis
Mitchell, former Kissinger
aide Alexander M. Haig Jr.
and Nixon.
At the time the taps were
initiated, the five key persons involved were Nixon,
Kissinger, Mitchell, Haig and
Hoover.
Nixon, Kissinger and
Mitchell agree that in late
April and perhaps early
May, 1969, there was a series
of White House meetings to
discuss leaks of security information to the press that
endangered foreign policy

initiatives,

Nixon said that Hoover
suggested "wiretapping (was)
the ultimate weapon that
can be used and sometimes
In a very effective way," to
stop leaks.
In late April, according to
the Nixon, Kissinger, Mitchell depositions, Nixon gave
Hoover the authority to investigate individuals suspected of leaking, and to use
physical and electronic surveillance methods.
Kissinger was to supply
Hoover with the names of
suspected leaders and Mitch-

ell was to approve wiretaps
requests after receiving requests from Hoover, according to this account.
Nixon, Kissinger and
,Mitchell disagree, however,
on who suggested that Halperin be tapped.
In congressional test imany and a lawsuit affidavit,
Kissinger has stated that at
an April 25, 1969, meeting:
"Director Hoover identified
four persons as security
risks and suggested that
these four be put under surveillance initially."
Halperin and two other
National Security Counc
staff members, Daniel Davidson and Helmut Sonnenfeldt,
were on the list. The fourth
was Henry Br and o n, the
London Sunday Times Washington correspondent who,
according to Kissinger,
"Hoover claimed had connections with foreign intelligence services and had
been tapped In previous administrations."
Brandon denies h av i n g
any ties to intelligence agencies.
Mitchell does not recall a
single meeting as Kissinger
does but rather a series of
meetings during which Halperin as well as other Kissinger staff people were "described as having access to
the information which had
been leaked."
Mitchell does not "recall
the Director [Hoover] initiating any names for discussion."
Rather, the former Attorney General said Nixon "in
a limited way" and Kissin-
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