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H aldeman:

By Timothy S. Robinson

Washington Post Staff Writer.

TFormer White House chief
of staff H. R. (Bob) Halde-
man has testified he acted-
only as a “conduit” in a con-
troversial White House wire-
tap program, channeling in-
formation from the taps to
former President Richard
M. Nixon and then National
Security Couneil advisers
Henry A. Kissinger and Al
exander M. Haig.

Haldeman, Nixon's top po-
litical adviser in the White
House, said he began recelv-
ing the reports on wiretaps

of 17 government officials
and newsmen about a year
after the program was be-
gun in an alleged attempt to
track down leaks of classi-
fied information. He denied
he used the material.for po-
litical purposes or that he
played any part in deciding
who would be tapped or how
long the taps would remain.

. I was simply an ob-
server of the conversations
or discussions of the results,
At no time in any of this
process was I ever in-
structed nor did I ever as-
sume that I had any respon-

‘Conduit’ for Taps

sibility in connection with
the procedure . . either of

starting or stopping or any
of this sort of thing,” Halde-
man sald in a deposition
filed in federal court here.

Haldeman's sworn testi-
mony was filed In a suit
brought by former NSC aide
Morton Halperin, whose
home telephone was tapped
for 21 months as a part of
the program.

Halperin, who left the
Nixon administration during
that time to work for its
opponents, claims the taps
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iwere illegal, politically moti-
"vated and invaded his priv-
racy.

The Haldeman deposition
Jis- the last one outstanding
#from principal White House
{participants in the tapping
project, although attorneys
irhm Halperin have indi-
vated they may further

uestion Kissinger in an ef-

ort to clear up possible con-
Stradictions between his testi-

fmony and that of others.

;." "Where other depositions
of Nixon, Kissinger, Haig
Jand former White House
“aide John D, Ehrlichman
have concentrated heavily
*on the queshnn of the proj-
‘ect's origin, th2 Haldeman
/deposition was centered
'l&.rnelv on the use of the
uaterials gathered and
furned over to Haldeman.
!\ Haldeman lapsed occa-
Sionally into the ad-man
4afgon that has character-
zed his previous testimony
Yin. Watergate-related hear-
ings and his answers fre-
‘ndently were precisely-

worded responses to spe-
cific questions by Halper-
in’s attorney, Walter B. Slo-
combe.

However, his demeanor
during the 106-page depos-
ition appeared to be in
sharp contrast to the some-
times bitter and caustic rep-
lies given by former Presi-
dent Nixon under question-
ing in the same suit.

When asked at one point
to tell when he became
aware of the wiretap pro-
gram, Haldeman replied: “I
can't put—to wuse John
Dean’s word—specificity of
dates on that” Former
White House counsel Dean
was the government’s princi-
pal witness against Halde-
man in the Watergate cover-
up case in which Haldeman
was convicted.

Haldeman said he did not
participate in early deci-
s'ons concerning the wiretap
program and paid scant at-
tention to it at first, “T was
not aware of any of the pro-
cedures or instructions or
of the program at all, simply

I}

of the fact of its existence,”
he said.

As chief of staff in the
Nixon administration,
Haldeman said he was gen-
erally concerned with “all
the matters of putting a
White House staff together
and forming a new govern-
ment, in effect.” At another
point, he described himself

ras “clearly the most able

and substantive expert in
Richard Nixon, of anybody
in the White House at that

time. . . an intimate ,associ—

ate of the man.”

After explaining the pa-.

per flow inside the White
House—a procedure that
took five typewriiten pages
of transeript—Haldeman
said he understood that the
wiretap information first
went to “Kissinger’s office
primarily.”
He said either Kissinger
or Haig would occasionally
discuss the material with
him. None of the informa-
tion discussed related to
Halperin, Haldeman added.
*..The assumption in my

mind has to have beeﬁ that '
. it (the wiretap program) was

legal,” Haldeman said.

He said one document re-
lating to the Halperin tap,
on which he reportedly
scrawled a note, was only
part of “literally thousands
of pages of paper that
passed through or probably
passed through my hands
during that time.”

The document recolmted .

information learned on Hal-
perin’s tap that former Sec-
retary of Defense Clark Clf-
ford was working on an arti-
cle concerning American in-
volvement in  Vietnam.
Haldeman suggested on the
document that the Nixon ad-
ministration prepare a re-
sponse to the article.

In the deposition, Halde-
man said he {id not remem-
ber writing the note or read-
ing the document.

However, he said White
House might have had a le-
gitimate interest in such in-
formation since Halperin
was a former NSC aide and
Clifford was a former Secre-



tary of Defense. “There was
a high degree of sensitivity
about (Nixon policy in
Vietnam) being impeded or
jeopardized by leaks of in-
formation,” Haldeman said.
Haldeman said Mr, Nixon
told him in May, 1970, that
reports on the taps program
would be sent directly to
him' rather than Kissinger,

“It was my impression
that there was concern on
Kissinger's part and the
President's, 1 guess, that
were involving reports on
members of Kissinger’s staff
and that it was a difficult
problem for Kissinger to re-
ceive these reports when he
had to deal with these peo-
ple and rely on these people
on -a daytoday Dbasis”
Haldeman said in discussing
the change in the wiretap
routing policy.

“It was felt it was a better
procedure, especially given
the heavy burden and the
nature of Kissinger's office
in any event at that time, . .
to have the initial reports
come through me,” Halde-
man added.

Haldeman said his general-
responsibilities included be-
ing “involved in virtually ev-
erything the President was
involved in , . . I operated
totally at the Preskdent’s di-
rection.”

He said either he or his
assistant, Lawrence Higby,
would review the wiretap
summary madterials, and
would refer them to the
President, Haig or Kissinger
occaslnnall,v.

“I have & gen&ﬂz\ recoﬂm.h

tion of several discussions.
s il L™

with Haig and Kissinger and

Jor Kissinger,” Haldeman
continued. “I don’t have any
recollection specifically of
any such discussion with the
President at that time.”

He said he had a “general
feeling” that the wiretaps
were “not of great useful-
ness”, but that he never
thought about whose respon-
sibility it was to end them.

“The question of who was
responsible for this was not
a question that came to my
consciousness either ‘at my
own initiative or at anyone-
else’s. It just never arose,”
Haldeman said. “It was in-
conceivable that the ques-
tion of the legality would
have arisen in my mind.”

Haldeman said he oper-

ated on “a presumption of
legality and propriety,” and
his own awareness that such
programs had been used in
the past.

His role as a conduit,

Haldeman - added, was to
“pass on anything that pro-
vided useful or potentially
useful information regard-
ing a possible source of a
past leak or what appeared
to he a warn.i.ng of p.lr. up-
coming leak.”
. The’ former leon staff
chief sald he -“didn't con-
sider that I had any respon-
sibilities (in the wiretap
program) except in a sense,
the passive responsibility
not to pass along informa-
tion that I didn't consider
relevent. I ‘had no positive
responsibility tg do anythlng
about i Wik

He said he daes not re-

member who told him the
taps were being ended, as
they were in February, 1971

“It is my impression and

my recollection that all taps

that coud be removed at

that time were being re-
moved and that this pro-
gram was one such that it

‘was felt that it could be and

s0 it was being (Sic).” Halde-

' man added.
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