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JFK
 created h m

self in his ow
n im

age, researcher says 
?;3 
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I
n the 1960 presidential election, voters elected D

em
-

o
crat Jo

h
n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y
 o

v
er h

is R
ep

u
b
lican

 riv
al, 

R
ichard N

ixon. by only the slim
m

est of m
argins: W

e 
so

m
etim

es fo
rg

et to
d
ay

 th
at h

alf th
e n

atio
n
 d

id
n

't 
vote for hini.ilL

adem
–yrisikeattiak

– histkw
iatis typicality-

-faiikiiim
 as slig

h
tly

 ab
o
v
e av

erag
e: b

y
 n

o
 m

ean
s o

n
e o

f 
o
u
r m

o
st acco

m
p
lish

ed
 co

m
m

an
d
ers in

 ch
ief. A

n
d
 in

 th
e 

d
ecad

es sin
ce h

is assassin
atio

n
 sen

t A
m

erica in
to

 sh
o
ck

, 
th

e tab
o

o
 ag

ain
st sp

eak
in

g
 ill o

f K
en

n
ed

y
 h

as g
rad

u
ally

 
b

een
 lifted

 —
 so

 m
u

ch
 so

 th
at a b

o
o

k
 su

ch
 as jo

u
rn

alist 
S

ey
m

o
u

r H
ersh

's 
T

he 
D

a
rk S

id
e
 o

f C
a
m

e
lo

t, a once-
unthinkable reappraisal of JF

K
 as a crude, office-abusing 

L
o

th
ario

, is g
reeted

 to
d

ay
 w

ith
 relish

 b
y

 th
e m

ed
ia an

d
 

th
e p

u
b

lic alik
e. 

Y
et ask

 an
y
 A

m
erican

 o
v
er th

e ag
e o

f 4
0
 to

 n
am

e th
e 

m
o

st in
flu

en
tial p

resid
en

t o
f h

is o
r h

er lifetim
e, an

d
 th

e 
ch

an
ces are still g

o
o

d
 th

at th
ey

'll n
am

e Jo
h

n
 K

en
n

ed
y

. 
It's alm

ost instinctive. W
e invoke his nam

e the sam
e w

ay 
w

e in
v
o
k
e E

lv
is P

resley
's o

r M
arily

n
 M

o
n
ro

e's w
h

en
 

ask
ed

 to
 n

am
e an

 in
flu

en
tial p

o
p

 star o
r m

o
v

ie star. 
E

v
ery

 cu
ltu

ral realm
 h

as Its o
w

n
 ico

n
ic rep

resen
tativ

e, 
an

d
 K

en
n
ed

y
 —

 ev
en

 a rev
ised

 an
d
 d

am
ag

ed
 K

en
n
ed

y
 -

is still our leader. A
s the 350,000-copy first printing of M

r. 
H

ersh's book confirm
s, w

e m
ay think far less of JF

K
, but 

w
e still can

't g
et h

im
 o

u
t o

f o
u
r m

in
d
s. 
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 b
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he A

m
erican M

yth of JF
K

, attem
pts 

to
 ex

p
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 o
u
r p

ecu
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n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 th

e 3
5
th

 p
resi-

d
en

t. In
 an

 era th
at allo

w
s fo

r th
e su

p
p
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tin

g
 o

f reality
 

by so-called "virtual" im
itations thereof, M

r. H
ellm

ann, a 
p
ro

fesso
r o

f E
n
g
lish

 at O
h
io

 S
tate U

n
iv

ersity
 at L

im
a, 

g
iv

e
s u

s a
 k

in
d
 o

f v
irtu

a
l b
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g
ra

p
h
y
: a

 stu
d
y
 n

o
t o

f 
K

en
n

ed
y

's life an
d

 actio
n

s, b
u

t o
f h

is im
ag

e an
d

 lin
g

er. 
in

g
 im

p
act in

 o
u

r co
llectiv

e p
sy

ch
e. R

ead
ers lo

o
k

in
g

 fo
r 

salacio
u
s acco

u
n
ts o

f JF
K

's sex
u
al m
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eed

s, o
r ev

en
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ers lo

o
k
in

g
 fo

r art u
n
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u
s h
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ry

 o
f h

is ad
m

in
-
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n
 and its p

o
licies, m

ig
h

t b
e b

affled
 b

y
 M

r. H
ell-

th
an

n
's p

ro
ject, w

h
ich

 u
tilizes th
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g

u
ag

e an
d

 m
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o
d
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d
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John F
. F

enntdy L
ibrar) 

IM
P

R
IN

TIN
G

: John F
. K

ennedy devoured B
ritish adventure sto-

ries and w
ar histories as a sickly and frequently bedridden 

youth, and Incorporated the heroes later into his public persona. 

th
ro

u
g

h
o

u
t th

e cu
ltu

re. 
In constructing his thesis of K

ennedy-as-text, M
r. H

ell-
m

an
n
 n

o
tes th

at h
is su

b
ject w

as at all tim
es ab

so
rb

in
g
 a 

w
id

e v
ariety

 o
f tex

ts h
im

self, ran
g
in

g
 fro

m
 B

ritish
 ad

-
venture stories and w

ar histories (as a sick, often bedrid-
den young boy) to E

rnest H
em

ingw
ay's 

novels, popular m
agazines of the 1950s 

such as L
ife and H

ollyw
ood m

ovies star-
rin

g
 ch

arism
atic lead

in
g
 m

en
 su

ch
 as 

Jim
m

y
 S

tew
art an

d
 C

ary
 G

ran
t. F

ro
m

 
all of these, M

r. H
ellm

ann argues, K
en-

n
ed

y
 crafted

 a m
aster tex

t th
at h

e su
c-

cessfu
lly

 p
ro

jected
 as a p

u
b

lic p
erso

n
a: 

a heroic w
arrior w

ho could lead m
en in 

b
a
ttle

, re
sp

o
n

d
 to

 c
risis w

ith
 sto

ic
 

"g
race u

n
d
er p

ressu
re," ap

p
eal to

 an
d
 u

n
ify

 th
e m

asses. 
an

d
 —

 to
 b

o
o
t —

 sed
u
ce b

o
th

 m
en

 an
d
 w

o
m

en
 w

ith
 a 

com
bination of seem

ing m
oral uprightness and, paradox-

ically, devilish sex appeal. 
It w

as a m
ag

ic fo
rm

u
la. W

ith
 th

e h
elp

 o
f h

is fath
er, 

w
h
o
se p

o
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d
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tertain
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v
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b
u
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g

 w
riter Jo

h
n

 H
ersey

, w
h

o
se early
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agazine profile cem
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ar hero), JF

K
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u
g
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 b
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n
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w
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o
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e d
eath

 
o

f th
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b
ject w

o
u
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 th

e en
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 o
f 

th
e sto

ry
: B

u
t in

 M
r. H

ellm
an

n
's 

free-floating study, the assassination of 
JF

K
 serves only to transfigure the im

age 
o
f th

e p
resid

en
t in

to
 so

m
eth

in
g
 

approaching a religious icon. 

o
w

n
 tex

ts —
 th

e P
u
litzer P

rize-w
in

n
in

g
 b

o
o
k
 P

rofiles in 
C

ourage, h
is en

g
ag

in
g
 p

erfo
rm

an
ce d

u
rin

g
 th

e 1
9
6
0
 d

e-
b

ates w
ith

 N
ix

o
n

, h
is fam

o
u

sly
 elo

q
u

en
t in

au
g

u
ratio

n
 

speech —
 all of w

hich fortified the projected m
aster text 

of sure-footed, sexy leadership. 
In

 an
o

th
er k

in
d

 o
f b

io
g

rap
h

y
, th

e d
eath

 o
f th

e su
b

ject 
w

o
u

ld
 m

ark
 th

e en
d

 o
f th

e sto
ry

: B
u

t in
 M

r. H
ellm

an
n

's 
free-flo
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g

 stu
d

y
, th

e assassin
atio

n
 o

f JF
K
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es o

n
ly

 
to

 tran
sfig

u
re th

e im
ag

e o
f th

e p
resid

en
t in

to
 so

m
eth

in
g

 
ap

p
ro

ach
in

g
 a relig

io
u
s ico

n
. In

 th
e seco

n
d
 h

alf o
f h

is 
b

o
o

k
, M

r. H
ellm

an
n

 in
v

estig
ates th

at ju
n

ctu
re o

f th
e 

ero
tic an

d
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ro

tic o
v

er w
h

ich
 K

en
n

ed
y

 co
n
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u

es to
 

p
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e ev
en

 after h
is d

eath
. Ju

n
g

ian
 arch

ety
p

e th
eo

ry
 

an
d
 th

e n
o
tio

n
 o

f K
en

n
ed

y
 as a "d

ream
 lover" —

 a 
p
h
an

tasm
al sex

u
al fig

u
re b

ased
 o

n
 an

 id
ealized

 v
ersio

n
 

o
f a real-life p

erso
n

 —
 fig

u
re in

to
 h

is th
esis, as d

o
 th

e 
co

n
sp

iracy
-th

eo
ry

 ex
trav

ag
an

ces o
f film

m
ak

er O
liv

er 
S

tone and the dark corollary icon of L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald 
in D

on D
eL

illo's novel L
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W
h

at d
o

es M
r. H
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o

o
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 teach
 u
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s o
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o
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e h
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e p
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b
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-
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 created
 h

is o
w

n
 p

o
p

u
lar im

ag
e, o

n
e th

at d
id

n
't 

necessarily jibe w
ith w

ho he really w
as. B

ut M
r. H

ellm
an 
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 teach
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s so

m
eth

in
g
 m

u
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 less o
b
v
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u
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at w
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w
ere an
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n
tin

u
e to

 b
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m
p
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rs, if y
o
u
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o
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o
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at 

n
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u
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al d
esires an

d
 v

u
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n
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g
 th
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e im
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g

le m
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h
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n
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 d
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e
p
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a
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r m
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m
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u
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