lir. Christopher llanson 3/9/94
llearst Papers

1701 Pennsylvania ive., IM, if 610

Washington, DC 20006

Dear Chris, 2 .

Hy rending the cusrent Coluwabia Journalism veview coincides with my rcading the
poge proofs of ny Posner book, Case Open. I do ‘not roeall whether we discussed it when
you wer: here but the thrust of my vork is that in the time of th: great crisis of the
JFK assassingition and ever since all of our institutions failed and continue to fail
tlhemselves and the rest of us. Host of all the press. Uf the many to me shoeldng ex-
amples of tlis the uoot serious vas with the Posner bocle

I've been sent many stories, intervieuws, a few transeripts of his TV appearances
and a foir mwbor of revicus, Hot a piugle reporter did any cheeldng of anything at
all. Not one in any jiutervim-r asked him any serious question, uoﬁ’e a single one in all
the many stordes of which L have copies. lis lying was blatant, %dtl not a single re-
porter reilected any awarcness of ite At the very least I would hmve believed that at
least one of the nany vho intorvieved him would have wondered hou so youthful a lock-
ing man could possibltl}w what o and his publénher boast he is, a "Wall Strect
lauyer." & Lexis check does not connect him with a singld lawsuit. e spent tuo years
or less with the Cravath firm doing the nost menial vorlk, on discovery in on I case.
L have o friend who did tl;é.t uith the iid: on her bachelor'::.a degres still fresh, for
Westinghousc, )

Iy monuseript of 200,000 words or more had most of the chapters eliminated but
what Tennins is a strang and irrefutable case proving, Hmong other thinzs, to quote
myself, that the man has trouble selling the truth even by accident, The man is a
brazen thief and a 1§: and tle most cursery chdck would have disclosed that. But nobody
in any media-element did any real checking. I loior of only two of the vez:y meny wWhomE
caught what is obviou®, that he used Failure Analysis' viork for tlie bar association
nock trial as his vwork. So persuasively that the Yhiladelphia Inguirer wrotek and
editorial preising lim for it. Yet vhen Jeffrey ¥yanle , in a Post review, having been
informed by Lardner, indiceted this rather mildly, Pusner wrote and the Post printed
a shyster's lief denyin: it. Patvicia llglt, in the San ‘I‘;_i'nncisco Chromicle, having been
tipped off by someonc I lmow, did the swaz thing.

The deliberateness of the permeating dishoneaty of the whole thing led me to limit
myself in addiess ing what he did to what is public domain. Or, to what was readily i
available to any rcpnrt}gr paper that did any checlking at all.

The basis of his rather successful formula for expleiting and comnercializing that
tragedy is his str dghtforvard statement that Oswald was a born assassin who spent his

life availing his moment in history. Iis vole soutce is what he says is the testimony



ol
of a Now York shrinlz, Renatus Hartogs, to the Warren Commissitn. llig end notes include
the pages ond uhP volumse If a single reporter did what I did, check lartoss' testi-
wouy, he would hqvn found “hat, nt preciscly where Posner says he festified to what Posner
urote, he would have formd thut uhcn gsked that very quogtloﬁi. ﬁnrtoga replied that mk
his axalln&tlou did not disclose that at all.(Burry about my typing. As you may rumamﬁger,
it cannt be an, botier, ) .

If awysne on any paper had consulted his morgue, on many papers he would have
learned that lartors was proven in court to be one of those shrinks who used his women
patients for free sex.

I could go on and on. This is a fair sample.

Beginning with U.S.lleus devoting a major part of an issue, igcluding the cover, to
it just aboub all the media faved about him ‘and his book. Throushout the world, too. I
was Bent a secetion of an outback Australian neuwspaper that devojed three pages to it!
Newsdoyy guve it fuur?pages. That repsrter, %ack Sirica, told by Posner that to do his
boolt he had to index the Warren borwdssion‘s 26 volumes, with all else Posner says he
did in 1it%le more than a year, n 'ver aslked to sec that index. It cannot exist. In a
little more than a year at nost one could index 10,000,000 words? Even without all else
he sail he did? Like coMducting soiie 200 interviews and all that travel?

The aldication in virtually total. and thet is the meddi record on the assassinfition
and on its official investifations.

I have yet to sec it reported, by the vay, as I brought to lirht in my first bool,
shich dates Lo mid-Ifebruary 1‘§2,tﬁat the FBI and thi Seeret Service do not agree with
the Warren Comrdission's conclusions on the shootinge

I hops that with the boolt to provide a basis for it at long last some reporter or
editég—;a_;ill face the failure of the media when cdifronted with whit I believe is the
amost subversive of erimes, the assassination of a President,

In most if not all instances wy monuscript file includes xeroxes of what Posner's
boole says ad of the official evidence, lile with Hartogs above and with much of the
fact of the assasgination.

I hope also that .ome still roporting, as L have not since I entered the Army in
World War IT will wonder what ldnd of shape we are in, hou our press works, when on so
gigmificant an issue, ii ig virtually an avm of errant government, with its only criti-
Cal faculties micdirected against those who raﬂgd the questions the press should have
raised and tried to ensier.

If you or anyone you lmou is interested, I'll try to get an advance copy of a set
of proofs. 411 I have will be available, as will our cépier.

Best.u'shes,

Harola Ueisbery:



