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Daar Mrs. Harimea,

Thenkg very ruach for tha leiter zal the “r.ascelst orf tu: anrnle] iater-
i re It is helzmul, I think v=lusble, =md + huve = wl in to Gerriscn to ses
if he santz = cony if ha Ases pot have the tape. Incidently, i Jou coull make a
e}

eopy ol tag for 2 I%2 ar-vsaiat: 1%, Oo, L7 yeou oz ¢xn lzand i

40 wme Imng enouth 10“ ne $o mels 3 dub, I oy oreciszte 13, There ?9 muzh toin can
eome from 2a infisstion {come of wale: rou inZicoted)e I esn nlin maka ¢ dub far
Usprison if you sunr at I tulr¥ he'll wsni 1t if he dcesn't hove 1t.

I xpow of ne indaex but Sylvis's, =nd it is our of orint.

I xnox 1little of Lir:sin Lawrence. The thale thing: 1 o gimichk, Your
opinton %: mine, It 1= frkery ohd I think vou giv: the snswer why.

Joyn Rene Leirndell wns not shused, Thcrzley's problem Lz thet ke 13 not
&s bright or 28 all-‘morin~ == hs fhinks he is. e msy know fact thny he iosan't
upderstand, ss with Tzwald's security clesrnzce . He mds ne meaticn of trls.
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Lees - 27w hve, No,
St, Petersburg, Florida 33713
17 January 1968

- Mr. Harocld weisberg

Route #7
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr, Weisberg:

Thank you for taking the time to reply to my previous letter, I did not
expect an answer so it was a nice Christmas present. I will write more on
the content in another letter but time does not permit at this time.

Enclosed is a rough - very rough - transcript of a TV interview with Kerry
W. Thornley this past Sunday, the 14, I think it may be of interest to you
and Mr, Garrison for a number of gquite obvious reasons aside from the possi-
bility that you will receive questions about him on the radio the 22nd.

On FPage 8, he was asked about any contact that would tend to discourage him
from cooperating with Mr. Garrison. His response to that, telling about "a
reporter from Washington'", impresses me as that of a man who is either some-
what naive or very prudent. His reaction seems to indicate that the caller
was successful.

The Monday before Christmas the postman delivered to me two boxes and a
package: All 27 volumes of whatever you wish to call it from the Warren
Commission, a gift from a friend. What a hoax! Every spare moment has been
spent since then in goggle-eyed disbelief, reading and making notes - and in
great frustration because there is no useful index to the m:vh:hk

Do you know of any published index? The one produced by Sylvia Meagher is
out of print. I do hate to take precious time to make an index and cross-
index if it is possible to take advantage of someone else's work.

Who is Lincoln Lawrence? I heard him one night on a northern radio station
and almost thought I could identify the voice but, unfortunately, conditions
were such that the station kept fading away and I could not hear enough of
it to be positive. His book is one of those suspected of having been sub-
sidized by some agency of the government, as I wrote in my first letter -~
writing of the probablllty of some books being subsidized. In his case, it
would have been '3n he presented such a far-out theory that all other critics
would be made to appear ridiculous as well.

You will note that, in the enclosed transcript, Mr. Thornley's answers begin
with every "uh" he uttered. I had to cut those out - and his replies were
replete with "uh" upon '"uh" - when T realized they would double the length
of the copy.

The copy I enclose is the first carbon. The original is not so easy to read
since I badly need a new typewriter ribbon. I have the tape if it is of any
value to you.

My best to you and Mr. Garrison. I wish I could do more to help.

Sincerely,

Helen G. Hartmann

Encl.
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NZ¥ ADDRI3S:Rt 7, Frederick, Md. 21701
12/22/67
Dear Mrs, Hertmsnn,

Your lettor of 12/16 is one of a number of (to me)rather nice imas
presents., I do &npreeciate your teking the time to write ss you did, The stack
of unenswered mail ( ¢ hsave just returned from N.0,.~I stayed therse and worked
for Jim after ths broadcest) requires brevity of we.

Thet my first two books angered you pleases me., I want imericens to be
engry, es I am, I feel thet if we are not we are inhumsn, I abhor the emptional
cesgtration demanded by the eastern intellectusl comnunity, one of the reason
they do not review my books end do what the cen to help suppress them.

Your suggesation about ‘hompson fascinates me, for it exactly coineides
with my belief. I realize you are circumlocutious in your letter for @ purpose
and + resrect thet, whatever it is, I also detect what I think is your sugrestion
that I believe you heve 8 background or experiences that qualif;,a‘you to hold
en opinion inx this fleld, unless I am tor seonsitive and reed i -what you do not
txtezyr intend,

I wes in Celifornia when the 3ZPost ceme out. From the promotion and the
words of friends working in the field ! knew that the bvect he hed done was to re-
hesh the vork of others, probably largely mine. Not until 11/21, flying home, dia

get e chance to read the Post summery (I heve since beghn the book, squeszing
4 few minutes in on 1t between essentisls), ®y suspicions are confirmed in it.
Strivred of the flackery and pretense, what Thompson does is tox tell the govern-
ment, which cennot sny longer pretend the “eport is accurete, that there is a
emsll error i% cen acknowledge and live with while stiléT 1 ﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁ the essence of the
Report 1s sccuraste! He is in sccord with all its basic égGZaéats, even on the
lack of 8 consriracy. He says the three asssssins he alleges werae not conspirators!i
Thet, when he elso uses the word, "accomplice” is rewriting the dictionary and the law.

He is is accord on the sixth-floor window, on Ogwsld, on the fatal shot
coming from there, on Frems 210, etc. What he does is say that there were two
other kooks who got the same nutty 1des &t the seme time asnd just by sccident
selected the came place end the same time for ita implimentetion-just by accident-
no conspirscy.

There sre a few things in his stuff not yet published. The remsrksble thing
is thet each one I have thuse. far seen (or heerd him mentfion) is in my comrleted but
unpublished work, things I told collsagues working in the fisld (2t lesst three of
whom have boen in touch with Thompsen) in confidence, so that understending what I had
learned would help their work, More remarkebly still, L have yet to see snything he
hes "discovered™ thet I hasdntt, Ig 1t conceiveble thet in those 300 cubic feet of
files 1 hed gotten everything of walue, s0 he coul: get nothing I hadn't? Nod to mel

And his error is conscious and basic. He can meke some throush ignorencs,
but not the *%ind he gede. These are deliberate snd consistent with your anslysis
and nine.

You misunderstood something I seid. I do nnt heve e letter from Eoover. I em
gurlified to work in the Archives, as sny citizen cen be 1f he hes *h~ need,
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The truth iz Mr, Hoover does no anavwer 17 letters. He will nod even send me a
wreéss releasel He 13 ailant tn =y zpeciflc chorpes of specifica suppression end
to documertation of their iliegslity. .

The books ars guing seperstely. Thenk youfor the order,
To answer your quastions:

Marina wes en esrly orphen, She wes 8 memte r of %he Young Comrmniat
grouy, .its ﬁﬁmscmmol, not the Comrwunist Farty.

Csweld w3 a metal-workar in a redio-~TV fectory st ™nak, There is
sbanlutaly nothing to indicste, even justify the susplcion, thet he got intelli-~
zence training insids the Soviet Ynion. Fowever, he wese ir such a pert of the
Yerine vorps, a U-2 cutfit end he hed & crypto clesrance!

A% least oneof the wirc services did distribute the pictures taker from
inside ths sewer when Garrison relessed them. The pepers just d1d act carry them,
This 1s not uniqus, UPI asked me to write 2 spscial article to be used the Sundasy
before the snulverssry of the essesslaation, I did. They out 1t on the wire. I heve
not heerd of @ single paper using it!

Thers Wwere sll sorts of rumors, 83 wes inevitaeble. Thet LT slsoc wes shot
was false.

The cleims that O shot at Gen ¥ ia Marina's alonpéflt 1s without substan-
tiation snd I Ao not belisve 1it, When it wee -ossible to tfed this bullet to 0

by spectrographie analysis, this was not done. 1 prasmuéfbecause it was smown it
=ould no%t succeed, There is no tellistics tie.

I szuspect most tsople would b2 willing to beliave t-a%t a wife would not
soueal on ber husband, hence that iderine didn't report on 0.

R¥R, like most other busy men, knows whet his edvisers tell him. He has
6very rea~on to trust them, ss he did when he w=2s AG, They sre merely wrong, snd they
h ve & vested iater st in seeing that ne is misinformed, as they alsc #ad in the I7. .
This dossnot meke him s conspirstor, However, I think his conduct with the plctures
and X-rays said to have heen those of the autopsy cennot bs explained or excused,

I emnot & left-winger or & right-winger, und I agree tha% neither would make
apy difference. On soie issues I em liberel, on others conservetive. Ya truth I an
anconmronisics onthis isaue. :

The teasts mede with this rifle, and by experts, which O wes not, vrove the
econtrary tc the Commission's alle@ations on bnth speed and accuracy.

“he informetion oa Osweld and the cer is from Rath Psine, his instructor,
The =ea=rsl route o< %he motorcade Ths sn"munced lass then & week in advance,
Thore 13 “nthing but contusion shout its nath nt Desley Plszae. However, in fenaral,

this 18 the ususl routs for such motorcsages in ellus.

Flowse excuss tihwe haste, Merry Chrisimes to vou, s2” let us hepn we get this
megs strslobtenos out in the coming vesr.

Sincar-ly,

harnld . eixbasn



L4666 ~ 279 Lve. No.
5t. Petersburg, Florida 33713
16 December 1967

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Route §7
Frederick, Maryland

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

There is really no adequate way to express my gratitude for all of the
effort and valuable time you have expended in order to bring us some
realization of the enormity of what has been done in the case of the
agsassination of President Kennedy. I include your wife in my thanks
since I know all too well what a wife endures when her husband is driving
himself as you so obviously have done -~ and are still doing.

For some years I have given all my attention, every minute I could spare
from being a housewife and a moderate amount of money to a different
line of research and study. In April or May of this year I received the
first of several communications suggesting that I compare our findings
with some of the analyses of the Warren Commission Report. This had to
do with the manner in which various govermnment agencies had handled - or
mishandled - investigations of our subject and their ridiculous and, far
too often, completely false conclusions.

As with so many others in my field, I was increasingly disturbed by the
attitude of '""The Establishment! and the attempt to sell the public a
point of view that was in direct opposition to the truth.

To reassure you, this has nothing whatsoever to do with any political
philosophy. Nor is any religious belief or disbelief involved. We do,
however, feel that what we are trying to accomplish is every bit as im-
portant, in a very different way, as what you are doing. I merely want
to explain this so you will know I am not a professiocnal patriot. I do
love my country but see no purpose to carrying a soapbox and making a
career of faultfinding.

Like the average person, I had accepted the Report and had been so busy
I had not looked below the surface. Our newspapers followed the suit
of the others and proclaimed that now all was well since the assassin
had been identified. My first reaction to even a hint that the Report
was wrong was quite violent. Never was anyone so sure of anything as I
was that there could not possibly be a parallel to the situations we had
discovered - at least, not in one lifetime.

Finally, a friend put three one-dollar bills on the table and stipulated
that they were to furnish myself with the October '"Playboy' to learn the
truth about Jim Garrison, "Whitewash'" and "Whitewash II" by a man named
Harold Weisberg. He said he had read all the books on the subject and
that yours are, in his opinion, the most credible. You are welcome.

I read and I became angry; I read more and became more angry and quite
distressed that such an outrage had taken place. This was the reaction



my colleagues had expected. They also knew I could not sit quietly
and wait for others to do something. 8o I took the action they knew
I would take.

It is my opinion that Bob Ruark of WLCY radio is one of the most import-
ant individuals in this area of Florida and I also believe he is completely
unaware of that importance. I hope he considers me one of his friends.

After a few days' thought, I called in one night with a suggestion that

the listeners read the "Playboy' interview with Jim Garrison. This call
was met with a diatribe from the same caller who has been so bitter in

his questions to you. So I called another night with a little more on

it. These calls coincided with the news releases about Josiah Thompson.
Bob, in response to a question from some caller, said that perhaps he would
try to get Dr. Thompson as a guest some night if there was enough interest.
This was what I had been waiting for and hoping would happen.

The next day I phoned Bob and told him it was my feeling that, whatever
Dr. Thompson might have written, it would almost certainly be what you had
already covered and in more detail in your two books. The rest you know.

Dr. Thompson raised numerous questions in my mind. I have better than

the average knowledge of the methods used by the intelligence community
of this country and how it reacts when it discovers what may be only a
small thing, but a thing that might erupt and reveal what has been with-
held from the public, a suppression for which there is too often no justi-
fication beyond protecting our government from the anger of the citizens
of this country, not because of any foreign power. Usually the foreign
powers have acquired this information and only the U.S. citizen is kept
ignorant ~ "for his own good'.

I am aware of books written with the connivance of one or more representa-
tives of a group or agency upon which an "attack' is ostensibly being made
in the books. You have seen this done regarding the assassination. Ve
have found this tactic all too familiar in our field. We further ‘have
sound reason for suspecting that some of these books are published and
well publicized through the dubious courtesy of subsidies from some agency
in our government.

So, I distrusted Dr. Thompson. It is true that if he arrived at his con-
clusions the way he claimed then this tended to back your contentions.

But. He seemed to have had access to evidence and testimony that even the
Warren Commission found was withheld from it. One thing was what he claimed
to have learned was shown in the autopsy photographs. This is something
that was not available even to the Warren Commission.

I take it for granted that all purchasers of the complete set of 27
volumes are carefully entered on a record for future reference. And I
wonder about the kind and degree of attention they may receive if they
make too many waves. We shall see. To my knowledge, there is but one
set in St. Petersburg at this time and the owner is known to me.

If the callers to WLCY radioc seem a little unreasonable in their skepticism
sometimes, please bear with them, All of us here have been sheltered from
such unpleasantness as this with which we are now faced. They hate to be
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forced to consider that there is something else that is just as dangerous
to our way of life as extreme right or left wings. This is why Bob Ruark
is so important. He makes it possible for us to question so many in

various other fields and thereby become better informed and, we hope, better

citizens.

The program remains on the air for another hour after the guest has left
and numerous questions have been raised that you did not hear. I will

put them on another page so that, if you choose, perhaps you can cover them

at the beginning when you are next our guest.

You mentioned a letter from Mr. Hoover giving you permission to examine
certain evidence and testimony and, if I recall correctly, asking for
cooperation with you by whoever is in charge of the archives. If Bob
Ruark does not have a copy of this letter, perhaps you could arrange to
send him a copy. He would use it to your advantage.

Incidentally, Bob has never, to my knowledge, recommended the purchase
of any book on his programs until he suggested that listeners provide
themselves with yours.

I mentioned the parallel in the treatment of the assassination and that
of another kind of investigation. There are so many instances that are
beyond even the wildest coincidence. If I had not been prepared by my
own research in the other field, I would have found it hard to accept the
fact that our government®™*the degree of disrespect for the office of
President of the United States and the utter disregard for the life of a
lesser citizen that has been evidenced.

From past experience with Congressional investigations into things con-
cerned with the intelligence agencies, I do not place much confidence in
the outcome of another. These can be, and have been, stacked to favor
any result desired. The only hope I can see is success by Jim Garrison
and I sincerely wish him the very best. If he loses, the entire country
will have lost.

Enclosed is z money order in the amount of $6.50 for your last two books.
I hope you receive many more orders. You have earned a great deal,

Thank you again for having worked so hard on this. It is appreciated by
any who take the trouble to read what you have written.

Sincerely,

Ul b Hsoann

(Mrs.) Helen G. Hartmann

Encl: $6.50 M.O,
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Juestions asked by WLCY radio audience, St. Petersburg

What was the occupation of Marina's father? Was Marina a member of the
Communist party?

Where was Cswald employed while in Russia? Did he receive any type of
training there? The statements of the person asking this question implied
that he was trained as a Russian agent or secret police.

wWhy weren't the photographs taken from inside the sewer distributed
through the news media?

What about all the rumors that President Johnson had been shot in the
hand?

What about the allegation that Oswald took a shot at Walker (Gen. Walker)?
If true, why didn't Marina show good faith as a resident of U.S. and turn
him in?

If Oswald was not the assassination, do you think for one minute that

Robert Kennedy would let it go as is? Does this make him part of the
conspiracy?

Are you a left-winger - as if it is anyone's business?

How about the possibility that the rifle could have been fired as
rapidly as would have been necessary? The tests made by experts.

what is your basis for stating Oswald could not park a car? Is there
testimony from the driving instructor?

How long beforehand was it made public the motorcade would take the
route it did?
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