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GARY HART COLORADO OFFICE:

COLORADO 1200 WILLIAMS STREET
Denver, CoLORADO 80218
COMMITTEES: (303) 837-4421
A Vlnited Dlates Denale

PUBLIC WORKS

T S e

May 21, 1976

Mr. Harold Weisberg
Rt. 12
Frederick, Maryland 21701

Dear Mr. Weisberg:

Last week the Senate Intelligence Committee voted to forward
all information it has received on the Kennedy assassination to
the new Select Committee on Intelligence Activities with a recom-
mendation that the new committee continue and complete the inquiry.

The investigation to date has not been an attempt to reopen
the Warren Commission, nor has it been an effort to investigate
every new allegation with respect to the assassination of
President Kennedy. Rather, in accordance with Senate Resolution 21
which established the Select Committee, it has been an attempt to
examine the manner in which our intelligence agencies performed,
or did not perform, their intelligence mission in this particular
case.

The Select Committee found that in certain important areas,
our intelligence agencies did not fulfill their mission very well.
Certain leads were not investigated and some relevant information
was withheld from the very officials of those agencies charged
with the responsibility for investigation of the assassination.

The Select Committee decided that this new information was
too important to be put aside. This inquiry must be completed,
and I hope it can be completed soon. We must put this tragic
chapter in our history behind us.

Sincerg¢ly,

/¢

ry fHart
.S.p.




Yo reply up to 28jun?é

10 Jure 19754

“en. Gary lart
mited “tates lenate
“Yashinrton, 2.C. 20510

Near Senator:

The enclosed book review deals with another
aporoach to what has concermed your and Sen, Schweiker's
intellirence subcommittee -- the assassination of PFresident
John ", Kemmedy and its consequences.

It considers conclusions that differ from
those of your subcommittee, and I invade your time and
attention in the belief that you should know what those
differences are.

This is not to criticize. I do not krow
your problems, and do not underestimate then thanks to the
same decades in handling foreisn and domestic news that
led to this review.

he Pacifie Sun is a suburban weekly (near
S5an Trancisco) which ordinarily deals with larin County,
but its Literary Quarterly is unrestricted,

With every bhest wish,
James . White

35 Castle Rock Drive
111 valley, Calif., 94941
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Hill Prober -
Of CIA Gets

SaH 4 Vs 2

Agency Quiz

By Jeremiah O’Leary
_Washington Star Staff Writer "/

. Four men with spooky backgrounds
interrogated a U.S. senator yesterday
in the kind of role,reversal that can
only happen in Washington.. = = %
Two years ago the Senate”Select
Intelligence Committee embarked on
months-long grilling ‘of the - highest
officials of-the CIA -about”some of
their most embarrassing secrets, in-
cluding assassination plots, domestic
operations and other arcane matters. -
Yesterday,; one of the investigating
senators, Gary Hart, D-Colo., theer-
fully submitted to a barrage of ques-
tions from ex-CIA Director William L.
Colby, former CIA counsel Lawrence
Huston and two high-ranking, retired
militaryintelligence officers. .. -
THE PROBE of- the intelligence.
committee lasted from January 1975
until. May 1976, . producing’ a six-/
volume report and seven yolumes of]
.testimony about CIA attempts to.muh]‘
‘der Fidel Castro, Patrice Lumumba
‘and other foreign leaders. Yester-
day’s turnabout questioning of Hart,
which. was..voluntary "and amiable;
lasted less than an hour: Sl
It was almost a love feast as the
once-beleaguered witresses  who-had
divulged the CIA’s innermost secrets
to. the senatorial interrpgators put
hard questions of their own to one of
the inquisitors. Some of the old-hand
members of the  Association 'of

Former Intelligence Agents. in thel

sudience grumbled as’ Hart: flelded
the panel’s questions, as if unable to
comprehend how ‘far’ things have|

come since the CIA acknowledged its
plots, ploys and secret James Bond-
type devices. - S g i
But all laughed uproariously when
the young senator said, “'If Congress
can ‘rehabilitate its own image, we
can move on the images of the intelli-
gence agencies.” g R
HART SAID the mistakes of a few
are damaging to all. The difference
is, he added, that intelligence officials
can never talk about’their successes
while politicians are always talking
‘abouttheirs. -/ ¥; 5L Te s TN, T
_ 'Hart — who was there when CIA
Jofficials were in the dock before the
committee “once headed _by " Sen.
Frank  Church,. D-Idaho, and now
chaired by Sen. Daniel Inouye, D-Ha-
waii = told the panelists he.does not
anticipate any punitive. legislation

against the intelligence comfmunity.

" added, ‘I see no strong movement for’

The issue of criminal culpability, he }
said, is for Justice Department and
White House policy-makers to decide.
Hart also said, in reply to a question
from Colby, that he did not know if the
committee planned an annual public
assessment, of -U.S. intelligence per-
formance. % = =TT T )

© Huston, the one-time CIA counsel,’
‘asked how well the committee has
kept the secrets and documents fur-.
nished it by the intelligence agencies.
IHart said the record is very good on
the handling of documents. The prob-
lem, he said, comes-of what the com-
mittee should tell the full Senate.. = ~.

_“IF THE COMMITTEE is briefed
on a covert operation,” Hart said,
“'we would go into an executive ses-

_sion of the Senate and leave it to them
in light of all security considerations.
But in-the eight months of the Inouye
Committee, we haven’t had occasion
todothattl Nt e

_Hart also said he did not think there
would be any public-release of the CIA
and other intelligence agendy budg-
.ets, He said the committge would dis-
close only comprehensive figures and

detailed - or ‘line-item releases. We
may or may-not break the- figures
down by-agencies.”.. =" N.a oo
. Hart=tbld :Hustor.-he .agrees in
‘principle’ that. more protection ofJ
i intelligenéa .secrets.is needed. “This
week,” he said, ‘I asked the commit-
tee staff to ask the CIA what such a
statute wouldlook like.It's a very fine.
line but it's not an impessible one. We
have to protect sources of information
and intelligence methods, but we also
have to let the American people know
how their ‘money is being- spents
Above all, we have to protect the First

<G 4 P

Amendment:¥ <~ - 7 =
. Hart said some members of Con-
gress are troubled about the excesses
of covert operations. The key is to
establish''a record:-of responsibility |
and distinct lines of authority. -k

The other participants in the panel
were- L& €ol. Bert Cumby, former
military intelligence officer and em-
ploye of the State-Department and
Col. Walter Hammond, a former Air
Force intelligence officer.” = ™ =707
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