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Bzar Hr. ¥veth:

jeur courtesy {n senlling ms Lound proefs of your eewing glinley trescle permits me
to return the courtasy by tellimg vou that, if Helinley snd ¥lavbey #1d met notify
you of ny chavges of plagfarisw 2nd other artionplle offenses, they isposed vpon you.

finé Tlayboy not daceived me inte believing that they had removed what HeKinley stole,
I wouid have filed Tor en injuscties, &8 they hnow: thus, their daeeptlen,

If voa have auy douht sbost this, the lewyer I esnpulted is Jsmes H. Lessr, 919 16th
Street, W, Washingtom, D, €., 20006, 202/223-5587.

This vretchedness relates $o both the JFK upd Ur. Zisz essssaisetions.

1 am eertauin this is a sarprise to you. Hmvover, it de real, It also iz an imevita-
ble consequence of cowerdly publishing, which mot only dérives the avawy miud T2 the
ussentially morthlass {(whea it 1= vot oflisial eyecopheucy and harafsl to truth)but
vekes works of subsgance unwelecowe end unpudlishadle.

With %r. Leear's appreval, vou =ay have sceess te ny extemsive Tiles oz this.

At the moment 1t is impemsible for ve te vead the pronfe. I aseume that the book
is essentially the Plsyboy sariles.

this seriss is an outgrovth of Playboy's tep-level fear of ancillexy rights to wy
POST HORTEH, which then erfsted im a limited aditiom scaly. That folloved dgKinley's
Octeber 1974 asking for =y ald on a project for Flaghoy thet did met pam ewt.

Ceoffrey Sermam and HeRinley case hare i eaxrly 1975 on POST MORTIM. Horman leit
with & xerox copy. McRianley lster pheoned o tell ma that. whide there had dees mp-
provai to the highest corporste levels, Fefnar nixed it.

{ could paver set the return of POST MORTEM. There is correspondence en this. Material
from it and it alene, my work and my work sloue, was later yresonted Ly Dlaybow as the
rosuit of its supposazd orivinsl investigation. This was st the end ¢f the series aud

T 414 not know of it until then. It was over this thst [ weuld Lave acught ar imjuwne-
tion hed T met had the assursncee of Plavboy's coussel that what I objected to had

besn rasovad.

Yhep Meliniey phemed to tell ce Pilaybov Bad aot gome for POST YORTEY, he told me that
2 sukstitute farmula hod been approved, not of mssassipatieons fm America bul of vio-
lence in swerieu. Tnat is a ustter op which I am $xpert, ae Heilinley kaew, goiag
heck to the 192398 wien I was editor and an investipater for & United fitates Lsnata
investigation of 1x. i sald thet, becauss of this =x pertise, Playboy wanted to
enpege me as a consultamt on the serfes be described. 1 agreed and frmeciately
sffered him access to tie uearings &= yeperts of rhat Investiration ami sther rele-
yont =aterisle 1 had deponited in an erchive out of my posasasion. '

When Flayboy first cemsulted we on this series, I was azhwst, 1t wes terribla. It
vas loseserate. pooled, disbensst sod defamatory. Somepene at Flayboy who is subjest
te retalisticon held the sama view. lowever, I had yiven zy word and I was, in addl-
tion, eongorned sheat the coresd of further disinformatinn about these grest tragedies
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¢ hat turned the world arcund. I did perfarz. I have the manuscripte and wy
gunotetions.

Playhoy's staff, especially the two wonem rescerchere. tpew from nnthiag to little
shaut this compliceted esubject. Fithout knowing of the thievery, coples of which
had rat yer hean sear to we, it beesme spparent that tha cuther shoulé kaow what I
said, as should the sditors; and that nobody could keep it 211 in wind. I therefore
sugpeated that they tepe our telephoue gonversations. ¥haem it taerned out that the
wonen vere isexperiencad and because we can all foreet and let tapes yum out, I
affered to make backstop tepes. I have those I wade. Tf Playboy carmet preduce
thez, it is becsuea they destroyed their set sfter T put them on notice.

Extensive uee wes made of wy «ork ¢a the Wiag aggassination. I chjeetad efore
publication.

icfdnley knew about this because he weat to Hemphie for Playboy in Getohex 1874 to
sat 4 Jauee Zarl gy stoy. 2ayp's chief counsel refused te acxea to thz Pleyboy
proposal. 1 sshed Mcfinley 1f they would comsider am alternstive, vhat my persosal
investigztion had develepad. He seid ae would prepose Lt 1€ I showed Tiy that thore
was a stery. (I alse had conducted the {nveatigation for the evideatiary hearing
then zoing en.)

Larry Conzeles responded to my ebjection. That eoavermation is taped., He freely
gohaouledged the spsuthorizes wee of my werk end actupily teld me their eounsel had
advised thewr there is mo such thing as pisglarisam, even that publication aad copy-
right are a license to stesl and that they de it all the time. (If you want a refer—
ral to thefy havine done the saaw subsequently vith & veporter snd havieg told him
the sawe thing, 1 wiil ask his persisaion.)

I 25 not 2 wam of mespr. 1 Fo not Idke the scazd@lsing of thie subject to waich Ior
13 vears I have devoted vy life and werk. Aed T waz them recovering from acute
throvhophlebitis §n voth legs and thigss. I yeve Flayboy o shoice betwesn a nordnal
cnsh payusat for this thievery and & promiss net to repest it eed my peinz to court
fumedlateiy. Waes Dleyboy sent ue the cheek, Conzales getuelly wrote me that I hed
bean uwore than reagomable., Hewever, he alse tried to extend their self-issued
license to stesl, You will £ind wy prohibitien of it expidcit and inwedizte.

They then d1d this with sother of vy work in the wext story, lagluding with POST
HORTEM, the xersx of which they nevar returasd. You will find it wenticoed in tha
biLiiography where tha lsagent Jfting iz of ry work. Paruisaion was never asked.

iy complaint was ismediate. I alse spein werned Playboy of other extemsive plepiasrien
represent ed ac Playboy's eriziszd work. I heard from Playboy's house counsel whese
same I reesll &8 Leomerd Rudbim, I told him that unless I recaived zsgurances that sy
work would not Le wsed, I would seck Lijuanctive rolief, ‘This wes bzfere the {gsue
vas loecked vp. I did spesk to Mr. Lesar sbout filing in federal district court im
Baltimors. Je 4i4 comsult otser ccunsel. Then Fluyboy proviced the issurances that
turnied out to he false.

This 48 an encepsvlstisn of what vou seen te have yevnhkt. There i ne index so 1
cannot ba gura ia 211 particvlera.  Pat in thuskiug thraush e book, I find wihers
lieRinley ueed one eof kis repuler devides for mekking his thievery, "z few of iny's
advoestaz.' I the Sook is anythdirg like the articles, you cannot have nlssed this
deviee.

I wdll you as i warned Flayhoy that you will be lucky if #ny al30 Goes not sue you.
You hurt him and at = time when he is befere the Supreme (eurt.
MeXinley claimesd te have mo knowledge of some of this becsuse of the sllezcd delay

fn reeching bl of sue of wmy lettera when he was on a gpaaish vacatfion. Since them
wa have corresponded. I memntion this becsuse you ghould bmow that he, too, had
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personal kaowladis at a tine that cerviaduly was prier te vour zolnpg shead with the
beok If not te youxr contmseting iE.

Tenuvorerily I bave s liaitation in additlon to ihe phellitis, & tendem wreslon that
linigs the upe of on arm. T am not, therafors, writing Mr. Lesszy separctely. I am
seadiny dm @ carbon of this letter. I will also sca bia this coming Thursday whan
T wili ia Lo Vashington for & nedieal zonsulonien.

Sukjsct zo his agveement, 1 will wmake svailablas to you whatever af wy racords youo
Ay want ro gew. Lou have an oflice sbekt a Balf-hewur Trom here. If yeu have
Harviand couneel, thiz eifer extends to nin, with ¥r. Lesax's spproval.

Walle those who have conswreiniized thess tragedies pratesd othersdse and., haviag
done iizile or ww orizinegl work, bava ne choice, you will find that 1 have done
most of the eriginal snd substactive work ea the JYL assvsslnsrien and virtusily
all en et af Dr. Ninme, ¥ish thie subjset nuw heving ecome safe, 1 beliave vou
cazn cea the damaga to me from its vnauthorized use. 7This L2 aow even nore dasezing
Lo we Deesune 1 Leve abeut owo-thirds of 2 new book on the King zessssination in
draft. 1t is wesporarily lsid aside becsuse 1 an obtainisy forwerly sectsi rocovds,
& metter in wldel Yr. lLessy vepvenonts me,

I do wot helleve vou want the sthar covments your latisr salicite.

Sincesely.

werold Feizberg



