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Transcripts of the louse Asvas:ination: Cowwdillee's public se.sions arc as un—
available ac those of its executive sessionsi. 1 theeofore attach s cepy ol a story
from the Memphis Comwercigl-Appedl wiich I jusl rcached wes I huve marked portious
that relate to prior appeals of withholding::.

In the first coluuwn a broken verticul lin. ié to draw your aticution to the
false statement that there was no "contact vulween ltuy and any apgent of informant of
the FBI." Continued withholdings relating lo J.U.lardin, which is the name of an
FBI informant, is relavant as L believe olher withholdings also are.

At the top of the second column, refer-ing to MUY approval ol a scheuwe to
embarrass Pr. “ing just before he was killed, L have underlined “signed by former
Director J. Edgar Hoover." &fter about two years ol unsuccessful effort 1 oﬁta.:i..ned a
copy about a week ago, apparently when the Ul knew the comuditee would be using ite
My copy is not signed by the Director. Instead it is noted as "Handled 4/%," which
is the day before Dr. hing was killed. Now 1 happen to believe that uo such story
was planted then. I have requested any copy of any record of any use and 1 have
appealed without response. Initially wy intecrest wos Fairness to the FLI, which
had been attacked in smx a manner I Lelieve is unfair. Now I can see a Cointelpro
operation in this, pertly accowplishcd by the long withholdings of what I might kse
have used xm and prevented the Cointelproing.

There is a solid vertical line lower in ihe coluun.Because the MBI reqord
there guoted is false, something I do not believe iu normal field oilice practise
with FLIHQ, I may not remember corrcctly iu wot renembering having received this
record. Relevant records I have reecived cutablish that the represcutstious 1 guote
are false:"Dr. King first sought reusidcuce .t ke Sheraton Peabody wid ended up
staying at Rbvermont..." and "the Lorraine kotcl is a quality...motels" Dr. King
did not express any desire to the Meuphis police and it tool: hiu to the Rivermont,
its decision. (I happen to believe the wiscut possible decigion.)

Appeal has become a mere foruality. itl., not possible to do anything about the
FBI's continued misuses of the Act and 'thl:} Upurt and of me for ullerior znd improper
purposes, empecially with the beysicne Vops, uka comdttec.

It is not possible only because there is no will to du anythin: by those who
should be doing something.

Motive ean be attributed to the Yepaclucul wldch has the wnjustiried conclusions
of its prior re-investigations, meaning selr-investigations, to cleller Ivow critical
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FBI Did Not Conspire With Ray,
 Congressional Probers Conclude

By. JOHN BENNETT

WASHINGTON — The House Assassina.
", 4 UonsCommittee concluded publicly Tugs.
i - day it has been unabie to develop any evi.
* 0 i . dencetosupporta theory that the Federal
. Bureau of Investigation conspired with
. James Ear] Ray in the assassination of Dr.
' ) Martin Luther King Jr.
AT “What can be reasonably done has been
¢, i+ dooe, and no evidence of that character
- 1 has been found," said G, Robert Blakey,
" chief counsel for the committes,
- The formal conclusion followed testimo-
" Yy Tuesday by Robert Jensen of Memphis,
. retired special agent in charge of the FBI's
| Memphis field office at King's death in
- 1968, and William H. Lawrence of Spruce
: < Pine, N.C, a retired Memphis FBI agent
' %= " who in 1968 was assigned 1o the security
i /. investigation of Dr., King and who moni.
* - 1ored the activities of the sanitation strik-
ers and the Invaders, a black militant
b group.
et The committee conclusion, however,
>3 cnmenntasnresulmnem'mony by Jensen
.1+ and Lawrence bu through a committee
<%0 <7 investigation of present and former FB]
1. 4. agents, FBI informants and associates of
».. ¥+ Ray, King's confessed killer,
OF £ The committee said: ™, . . All that can be
‘ ¥, -said bere is that the commities was not
f ltble to develop any contact between Ray
'+ and an agent or informant of the FBI, or
- |any other evidence that would support &
. ,thaory that the bureau
) ?m with Ray himself in the ‘assassina-
on of Dr. King."

The committee then adjourned umntil
, Monday when it resumes its questioning
+ Into the FBI role in Dr. King's death in
‘Memphis. On Tuesday Investigators will
“question the Justice Department officials,
~_And, after questioning Ray's iwo brothers,
' # John and Jerry, and his sister, Carol Pep-
© ¢ per, the committee will conclude the hear-
ol : by week's end.

¢ Jensen and Lawrence denied the Mem-
phis FBI office had targeted Dr. King as
jpart of a broad Waghington-directed FBI
';‘“-1_’.@'!9 of Kin&- 7
?1‘. Jensen insisted there was no electronic .
«survelllance of Dr. King in Memphis, no
:.,mm attempt 1o waich his every move.
g ever, the FBI did receive daily reports
"i<from informants on both King and black.
.. militants, and the FBI had five known in-

somehow con- |

formants whose names have not been
made public.

Jensen also donimd hiaving seen until
Tuesday a proposid news release ot of
FBI headquariors 'r\’.'mhmgum,ilgiwd
b farimer Dives on J Edgar Hoover-de-
signed 1o embarra 1)) Ring in Memphis,

The Hoover sipicd memorandum pro-
posed e FBLchculal amony “Triendly”
news media, on o “conlidential basts,” the
Story thar King wir o “hypoc e hecinse
he stayed 1 the w i owned Huoliday Tnn-
Ruvermont, aned sion it bl owned Laor
Falie Motel fullo s g, e marcls by sand-
lation waorkers Mool oH,

A part ol e repon trom the Memphis
FBL office, whinn b 4o b sand hie had ol
viously" sent 1o Waliugton, suid King
was primarily inlercded m s own Satety
following tanrcli ciobein e

“Interestiug ober vition made by Mem-
phis office 1 tha |y King tn his role as
leader at moment o diturbanee and trou-
ble was prisarily ticrested in preserva-
tion of Limseland e o el to yuiet
group thiat was following his leadership,”
sald the Memphis CHL 1 port (o Washing-
ton FBE headsuiri v “Sumewhal jncon-
sistent with staen i, atFibited 1 him
s during Wtk that the b beman should sup-
| port his 0w bisines catublislunents, Dr.
King fivst songht 1o ddence ul Shieraton
Peabody and el uparaymyg a1 River-
mont Hotel, wlch i part of Holiday Inn
chain. In past, L b stayed an the Lor-
raine Motel, whieh is o yualily Negro mo-
tel.”

He also was (= tioraed exlensively
abonl whether the Meuphis uffice imvesti-
gated a possible conspiracy in King's
death, The comuniiee citod other 1estimo-
ny that, within 24 hours alter tie assassi-
nation, the FBI droppid the nmsplirauy

to concentrale on a fugimve hunt.
mlmugnmrs say Ray firsy ||"|'urlmsud 4
small-caliber rifle, and later exchanged it
for the .30-06 believed 1o have killed Dr.
King. Jensen smd Ray's brothier, Jerry,
sald he advised Ray w make the exchange.,

Jensen was asked 1t i fact had not
warranted a detailed questioning of Jerry
Ray.

densen said he learied that Ray's two
brothers, Jerry and Jolin, were "not ame-

" 'nable” to iuterviews aboul the mater,

Jensen and Lawrence sakd neither King
nor the Southern Chiistian Leadership
Conference (SCLC) hud cver been put un-
der surveillance by the PHI iy Menphis

Jensen noted the SCLC L no ot hees in
Memphis in 1968, and 1hat King lived in
Atlanta. However, earlu r testimany estab-
lished that the Memplis Fi office was one
of a number named by the bureay 1o join

the counter-intelligence probe of King.

Lawrence tld the commirtee he helped
the Memphis Police Department set up its
intelligence-gathering activities while he
was in Memphis, '

Like Jensen, he said he knew the palice
depariment's undercover agent, a black
man, Mernill MeCullough, whose reports
went almost daily 1o Washington,

Lawrence sand FRI informants {n Mem-
Phits were “mostly patriotie” people who
the FBEsometimes had 1o pay,

Rep. Havold Ford of Memphis, & member
of the mnmntwe.pdeclined to ask ques-
nons of Harrjsen. Ford left the commites
room béfore Jensen testified and did no
return. 2




