Dear Dave, 11/14/90

I v sorry you, Gerry and Jerry (who has a bad knee) could not have been here
yesterday to enjoy my two surpise visitors, two now middle-aged anti-Castroites who
figure in the official investigations of the JrK assassination, Jerry ‘utrick Hemming
and ioy Hargraves. Hemming phoned from the saliC oftices in LC yesterday morning to ask
if they could come, I asked hin to use peneil and paper and write the directions down,
and believe it or not, he did, he.got off the expressway at the correct exit and then
got lost nmuking only the two turns required to get here. Driving a not inexpensive and
new van.

It seems they are working for bBud renaterwald and his sssassinations archives and
Resesrch Center on the iicky White concoction that his futher, Hoscoe, was one of JFK's
assassins. Qrying, as they correctly understand Bud's attitude, to prove that this fairy
tale is or can be frue - after all that hus come to light and all that I've told Bud
that proves it isn’t and can't be true! They andergtand that bud is a true believer, that
Jin Lesar tends to agree with hin and feel as he does, that Kevin Walsh is troubled by
it in whih they can't identify, and that Mark allen is openly skeptical.

Lt was not eagy to present to then the disproofs that I have because Hemmin,; wanted
to recall his past and the people he net and what he then was doing and tended %o
monopolize, but Hurgraves did make some notes, I gave them the items of disproof of
the details of this concoction end the titles of the books that vere pilngaerized. They
had seen a copy of the novel, Promises to Keep, at the Acltc offices and had a copy of
Fopkin's with them, The Second Uuwalde :

Hemmin;: seems not to have aged as nuch as I'd have expected frow the kind of life
he leads but his 6'6" body now bulges at the belly more than mine does and Hargraves
puffs out a bit thore. I last saw Hemming 22 yrars ago and I'd never seen ffargrmraa
before, He surprised ne, hovever, by quoting the lohert };rost poen from which the novel
gets its title, Promises ?o Seope

lenming, wio has detested Hall for Yeurs, loran Hall, that is, confirmed what one
of my Baltimore police friends (who'd been here earlier in the day and through lunch with
nis girl friend) told me, that Hall and his son had been arrested in €klahoma selling
some kind of dope pills to raise noney for the Lontras and were in jail for it.

1 was curious about sone of the story Hall had given e on a nwiber of occasions,
for the first time hree duys of interviews of' hinm when he was in real pain from an
illnesss | do not recall in a Veteran's wdmidistration hospital in Los angeles, the hospi-
+a1 that was destroyed luter in an earthwuake, at lest more than a decude agoe de does

confirm part of Hall's story, that Castro had him juiled with Santos *rafficante. My
recollection is that Hall s:dd in the sumv cell, Hemming, who says he then visited Hall
during his detention in what he says had been a_pmental hospital, suys Hall was in the
cell next to it but that he was prrmitied to adlire the food the mafia boss was Bﬁle to
have sent in. <

Not that any of their pasts 1s relevant to the JFK assassination, although it did
figure in the investigations. With regard to the one real link, of the men who appeared
at Hylvia Odio's apartment in Dallas just befor: the agsassination with one presented to
her as Leon Uswuld, who said JFK should be killed and he would show them how, both dis-
gEgree with the account that one was Hall. They seen to have had sone kdnd of connection
with the “hristic Institute and that suit against the (I over the bombing that was to
have killed Eden éatore for the Contras and insl;ead wounded the corrspond nt “ony
avirgnan and others. They clain that, in Hemmin:'s word, which is not easy to accept
without confirmation, t ey are 495 sure that tie nan they think was at Odio's is the man
who was responsible fo~ that bombinge

I made no effort to make notea and 1 think it is not the significance of our
conversation that would have ingarested you but what thuse men suid about their pasts



b

and those of other now midille-aged soldier: of fortune. I teugjed Hemming & bit about some
of this and those we spoke avout, like llobert fe Hrown, publisher of Yoldier of Fortune
magazine, They see each other often so + sakdd Zexd™to tell"Pown that he still owes me
a Yolorado double-bladdd axe, not that I can now use it. Ye says that the court decision
against wn and his mugazine was reversed on appeal. 4f you do not remenler, he was sued
because someone responding to an ad in the nagavine k:}lled Soueone for thd person who
responded to that ad, and if Yyou have forgotten “rown's link with the JFK investigation,
he had been oftfered a large sum of monwy by & southern Lalirornic Arab dentist to kill
J¥K and thousands of members of dnericans ror Democratic 4dction and if I recall correctly,
Jews, und hud not reported thds to the FBI. “o'which he luter contirmed it when a student
to whom he'd blabbed thut story did tell the FVBI.

Whei I jddded HadX Henming about his open planning of a ho’Zskip-zmd—jump peaeisg
invasion of “uba via Haiti in gy presence, Larry Howard of th: JIK investigation with us
in Heuming's E)l Monte apartment,and this ircluded his phone conversations LAbout it, hi
Tesponse vwas that while they did not get to invade Haj.ti,_):hey had bombed " the castla, Z‘B
says that Howard #avis, who had been Raul “astro!sg perso /-};ilot, flew the plane that did
the bombing. Howie Duvis is in the FBI records,

Uenming: claims to have met Roscoe White in Lallas in 1962 und that under ¥0Iin he

has gotten FBI recordt that confirm this. I asked hiuw for copies and he suid he'd send

them but ir I get them I'11 be surprised. He does acknowledge that that does not con=-
Tirm Hicky White's story.

1

I don % know how they are financed but I think it is not entirely by Bud becuause
they hud just left there and hepe + had to direct thew to the Weste n Wnion oftice where
we waited for Hemming, who returned from it with the poney he said had'been Huiting for
him in Washington. From vhere we wont to supper. Which was lurge Tor both. and L4l
noticed that Hemming did not leave a tipe I puid our siumre while they were atill euting,
at Carmack's, where you like the scrapple, and paid the tip at the same tiue, 1'or our
Hhﬂre-_

WHargraves; surprised ome not only becuuse he quot:.d /‘;'ost bZ:c bucuuse of' his interest
in our/history and even in ol buiidings any architecture. e expressed interest in the
older locul buo'luings past which I dorvcted them and particular interest in the Hussia.n
Barraeks now part of the deaf and dumb school campus. (The next to the top man now lives
in the part or it not used for storuge and lovus it from a story in the local paper.)

This buelding dutes to th: fevolutionary War and “essian tropps were housed in i3, thus
the name, Hirgr.ves alsp vas appreciative of the moving of the John Hanson house f'rom

the other side of West Patrick Strect, brick for brick, and bein,; rebuilt as part o the
new counwy courthouse .~ iL.graves is better educatied and better read than £ and
he again surprised me by his knowledge or the obucure novel - had been asked to rvuad by
a conservative friend, « Canticle for leibowitz, as + thought it would, it interested them
when 1 told them that the friend who loaned it to me is the brother-in-la. af iffani's
mayor, Suarez, one of the Cubans who have becoue prominent in Florida's volitical life,

They did talkq quite a bit avout the so-cullud training for an invasion of “uba on
Yo-Nume Key. I asked rgraves ror his vucgion ol the death of one of them, Collins, from
drowning when he was a skulled diver. It hap.cned in shallow water wnd ﬂargmvees says it
was while Collins was drunk. Je wais that @ollins made out well diving for tropi :al fish
to sell but that he was th: kind of drunk who #ot nasty whe druMk, andtended to wildnesss,
This matter used to interest the earlier Muts in the JrK cuse.

With rt:gzgrzﬁo the “:annlicher-Carcamno ritle of.icaldong says Oswuld used, it just
huppens that the Bultinora policeman, who t.:.ches un assassinations -ourse at a comuunity
college, had just thaf EEemEmiorning returned mine that ie'd borrowed. lgmming then

made graphic and Jdetailed explanations to “urgraves of ity nany del'ects. Me suid that in
those eurly anti-%i:tro duys they hud been offered o quaaitity ot these ritles and refused
to accept then, tbuy wera that bad, thet adngorous. and he edapluined and demonstrated some
of the hasards, one I rucall thet eould sut the shooter's eye out. “hey lau hed and laughed
about unyone even thinking th t such u weapon voulu b used in such a job, Herwdng did



say thut Joscoe White had & quantity of them. I asked hiu what calibre, boc.use I knew
Hdicky had specified 7.65 inst ad of 6.4, and he said it was T.65.

lhrgraves is not the braggard Hemming is and he (1itu1:t once ruise his voice. I
found myself wondering how he had becone involved in those kinds of ativites so long
ago and had continued in them since then. Both seen to be workini as investigators now.
I did not ask them for uny details on this othgr than the ostensible purpose of their
visit. But in the course of our conversation, Hemming did confirm uspects of what Hall
had told we of his transporting of weapons and other things from the west coat to “lorida
bacik in the 1963 months thut are in the Fil r:ports. lester Logue, a weulthy Dallas
right-winger, did confirm that Hull had left a trailer load of this stuff in his
Garage, as fkll h.d told me. I think but I1'm not surc that was the tine Hall was
arrested with it ai‘tu:i:he JIL adninistration had begun to cianp down on those ac-i.ities.

They had expected Jinm and Mark ullen to still be working at 8 last night because
they expected to speak to them then when they phoned. Instuad they lef't a message for
Jim on his nuswering machine that they'd be in touch this norninite They stayed at the
llasser motel because it is the old-fashioned kind, o1 individual cabins, and they g
wanted to have the van with what it held, particolarly records, to be close to their
room, for security ppasons. I think also bec use they liked the rute of $34.00, which
is so nuch less than they've been payini. They lﬁﬂhed about their first accomodutions in
the DC area becuuse after they checked in they léugned 1t wus a bluck cat house. They did
not find it of interest to them when I told then that where Western Union now is, at the
truckers' tmuk—stop/motel, has the reputation of also beding a whorehouse.this is to say
that they were not interested in women and £x but in the kind of acconlodations they wanted
for security and economy. Economy indicates that whoever is paying their e..penses is not
overly-generous with money. It makes me suspect th:t their interest in this involvement

is not rinancial. They obviously had little money when they got here because they s id
they had to get the koney at Western Hnion or they'd not: have money for supper and the
motel unless they did.

4lthough their connections ut least of thw past seem to have been with right=
wingers and their anti-Comnunist pasts if not Desent seems to include them us right-wingers
they spoke of right-wingers they rumed =& in a deprecating manner and sermed to be saying
they they were not of such beliefs.

If bemming wus truthful, it seems that Jin Garrison tried to interest them in
working for or with hin, Hemming did aﬁw that some of those whose names cume up in
Garrison's talk, like Larry Labomde, had CIA con.etion:, as contract agents. But they
coufd not specify any reason ror the CI4 to use the like: of Hoscie White as a contr act
agent, They could think o no service he could render as a contract agent. They had little
lmowledge of Joe West or Gary Shaw or the preacher named Shaw who is part of she %hite
story and in general it i¢ apparent that although they kne. of “opkin's book and had seen
the novel, Bud and Yim had not cued them in on she disproof of it thut + & ve them. They
knew of' the ruptur: between Westk and the Dallas center but not that West had continued
to be comnected with it through the Ricky White press conference it staged for him. In
terms of their investigation, when +told them I had the AF wire copy @n it they did not
ask to see it. They did not know that Ricky's tirst gﬁost writer was the former Dallas zmopc
cop abshire who usea the pen-name anderson and did not know, although Bud et all aee
well aware of it, that he put an outline of ficky's story on paper. I did not tell them
I had a copy vit sugpesited they ought look him up when they are in Dallas again. I know that
when vinm sent Aevin down to investigate becuuse Jin doubted part of the story at the least,
Kevin puve him an account of his intervie. of Anderson, the nane in nevin's report. So, I
wonder what kind of investigation ¥ud et al rically want when they keep this kind of dis—
proof of what Bicky has been saying fron their investigutors.

how these people vaste their time and money!!! only to in th - end magnify the
destruction of all credibility by ﬂ;cir nuttiness and the attention they get for it! These
two seen to understand that Bud is an#ious to br .l th: case open and nothing else in-
teres® hin., It did not seem to discouruge them a bit. In haste thia eearly morning, before
I go out for the papers and then do ny walking, .ith best to you all, ‘L'M



