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O
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 . . . 
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 . . . 
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O
fficial m

isconduct rife in state 



B
Y

 T
O

M
 W

A
T

T
S 

SID
N

E
Y

 H
IL

L
M

A
N

, a politician of som
e dexterity, said 

it: "Politics is the science of how
 w

ho gets w
hat, w

hen, and 
w

hy." 
In Illinois, of late, that science seem

s to have evolved 
into a fine art and the definition shortened to sim

ply: 
"W

here's m
ine?" 

W
ith judges, a form

er governor, a state's attorney, state 
senators and representatives, and a suburban m

ayor all 
involved in alleged gorgings at the public trough, a bem

used 
taxp

ayer is en
titled

 to w
onder w

hether w
e're getting a 

poorer class of public servants or a better class of question-
able characters in public office. 

T
here exists, too, the corollary possibility that m

aybe 
w

e've just developed a heightened aw
areness of "w

ho gets 
w

hat," thanks to prying new
sm

en and increasingly nosy 
n

ifiv
a
rife,  try

ln
iiw

 r
e
a
d
y
 a

n
d
 w

illing to blow
 the w

histle w
hen 

p
o
c
k

e
t - li g

 g
e
ts

 a
ffr

o
n

tin
g
ly

 o
s
te

n
ta

tio
u

s
: 

 

tticag
o
, 

C
o
o
k

 C
ounty, and Illinois have no patent 

O
n

 
p

r
o
fite

e
r
in

g
 in politics, certainly, but they've never had to 

a
p

o
lo

g
iz

e
 for the quality of their practitioners. 

Y
et a quick roundup of m

erely the m
ost prom

inent cases 
in

v
o
lv

in
g
 politicians in the state does seem

 to indicate 
w

e've got a disproportionate num
ber, even for this vicinity. 

W
hile m

any of the charges agailst high office-holders 
rem

ain to be proved in court, there have been convictions 
and so m

any investigations that even the Illinois G
eneral 

A
ssem

bly, of all reluctant governing bodies, finally passed 
ethics-in-governm

ent legislation. 
W

IT
H

 N
O

 A
T

T
E

M
PT

 to pass judgm
ent and no claim

 to- 

have covered all the bases, here's a list of current 
a
n

d
 

choice cases involving public figures: 
• 

Judge O
tto K

erner of the U
nited States C

ourt of A
p-

p
eals an

d
 form

er govern
or of Illin

ois is aw
aitin

g trial in
 

K
noxville, T

enn., on charges including bribery, m
ail baud, 

tax evasion, perjury, and conspiracy stem
m

ing from
 the 

state race track stock scandals. 
Indicted w

ith K
erner by a federal grand jury are T

heo-
dore Isaacs, form

er state director of revenue; W
illiam

 S
. 

M
iller, form

er chairm
an of the Illinois R

acing B
oard; Jo-

seph E
. K

night, form
er director of state financial institu-

tions, and Faith M
clnturf, M

iller's form
er secretary. 

• State's A
tty. E

dw
ard V

. H
anraban is seeking a second 

term
 in office w

hile aw
aiting trial 

w
ith

 13 oth
er law

 en
-

forcem
ent officers for conspiracy to obstruct justice arising 

from
 a 1969 raid in w

hich tw
o B

lack P
anther P

arty leaders, 
M

ark C
lark and Fred H

am
pton, w

ere slain. 
./ tiC anueperuatilt "vvolot. vA

 O
M

M
ilitkal 

fo
r
m

e
r
 tr

a
ffic

 ju
d

g
e
 R

a
y
m

o
n

d
 K

. S
a
g
, o

n
e
 o

f H
a
w

a
iia

n
's

—
opponents in the 

p
r
im

a
r
y
 e

lo
c
tio

n
, o

ff th
e
 b

a
lk

it b
e
c
a
u

s
e
 

m
a
n

y
 o

r
 th

e
 n

a
m

e
s
 o

n
 h

is
 n

o
m

in
a
tin

g
-p

e
titio

n
s
 allegedly 

w
ere falsified. 
• 

S
tate S

en. A
rthur B

idw
ill [R

., R
iver F

orest), has 
b

e
e
n

 
u

n
d

e
r
 in

v
e
s
tig

a
tio

n
 regarding huge profits on race track 

stock he and m
em

bers of his fam
ily secretly held. T

he 
stock w

as acquired at bargain rates w
hile B

idw
ill w

as Sen-
ate m

ajority leader. 
• 

State Sen. B
ernard S. N

eistein E
D

., C
hicago), a close 

friend of B
idw

ill, has been accused of concealing ow
nership 

of lucrative race track stocks and of neglecting to m
ention 

those holdings in a -"statelnent of econom
ic interests" re- 

quired by state law
. H

e, too, is believed to be a person of 
interest to federal probers. 

• 
S

tate R
ep. B

ernard J. O
'H

allaren [D
., C

hicago], w
ho 

"double dips" as an assistant C
hicago corporation counsel, 

has adm
itted he failed to file federal incom

e tax returns for 
three years. H

e has confessed to "procrastination." 
• 

S
tate R

ep. H
arold W

ashington [D
., C

hicago], is to 
b

e
 

sentenced M
arch 10 on conviction of failing to file federal 

incom
e tax returns for 1964, 1965, 1967, and 1969. H

e says he 
plans to run for re-election in N

ovem
ber anyw

ay. 
• 

F
urther dow

n on the political ladder, form
er C

alum
et 

C
ity M

ayor Joseph W
. N

ow
ak last w

eek began serving a 
three-year stretch in S

andstone, [M
inn.] F

ederal P
rison for 

em
bezzlem

ent w
ane 

in
 o

ffice. 
tile

 
54.471%

1 via b
lu

m
 

m
ayor of 

th
e suburb w

hile unsuccessfully appealing his 
case. • 

S
tanley T

horns, form
er A

lsip
 p

olice chief, 
w

ill b
e.  

..rraigned T
hursday on bribery and ticket fixing indictm

ents 
r
e
tu

r
n

e
d

 by 
a
u

n
ty

 
g
,ra

u
u

 
p

olice ch
ief, P

au
l E

sk
er of C

rest K
A

 coaV
id

ted
 o

t
a
f
f
ic

ia
l 

m
is

c
o
n

d
u

c
t 

last 
F

riday, 
still faces trial 

n
a
 c

h
a
r
g
e
s
 

of 
burglary and conspiracy. 

A
nd then there's the case of C

hicago A
lderm

an 
F

red 
H

ubbard [2c1), m
issing for m

onths after disappearing w
ith 

funds from
 a federal project he headed and still the object 

of an international search. O
fficially, he's still an incum

bent 
alderm

an, the C
ity C

ouncil having been even slow
er than 

usual to act and declare his seat vacant. 
T

he list of haw
 w

ho got w
hat could be longer still. T

he 
reason ,w

hy has baffled psychiatrists, theologians, political 
scientists, and honest politicians, as w

ell as plain citizens, 
for years. 
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petition falsified? 	

under investigation 	
under indictm

ent 	
convicted of em

bezzling 	
cheated IR

S 	
indicted for conspiracy 

S
ure you w

ant a 'Top 10' license plate? 
IF

 Y
O

U
 T

H
IN

K
 it m

igh
t b

e great to h
ave on

e of th
ose 

prestigious first-10 Illinois license plates, m
aybe you had 

better think again! 
T

hree out of the "T
op 10" licerse-plate holders have been 

connected w
ith official m

isconduct. O
ne is facing trial for 

race track stock hanky-panky, one is being investigated by 
federal tax agents, and the third w

as an associate of a
 

form
er secretary of state, the late P

aul [Shoeboil P
ow

ell. 

A
nd a fourth is the w

ife of a form
er governor once deeply 

involved in state scandals. 
Judge O

tto K
erner of T

he U
nited States A

ppeals C
ourt 

here holds auto license plate N
o. 2 [G

ov. O
gilvie's w

ife has 
N

o. Il. A
 form

er governor, K
erner is under indictm

ent for 
alleged race track stock deals, as are a handful of other 

politicians and form
er state officials. 

Illinois' N
o. 5 license plate belongs to State Sen. A

rthur  

B
idw

ill [R
., R

iver F
orest], w

hose enorm
ous profits in se-

cretly-held track stock have attracted the interest of federal 
tax agents, am

ong others. 
N

o. 6 belongs to M
rs. M

arge H
ensey, P

ow
ell's form

er 
executive secretary, w

ho w
as involved in the colorful politi-

co's tangled financial affairs. 
A

nd license plate N
o. 7 is issued to M

rs. Shirley Stratton, 
w

ife of form
er governor W

illiam
 G

. Stratton, w
ho finally 

w
on acquittal on charges of failin

g  to pay incom
e taxes. 


