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T'enacious Prosecutor

Barnabas Francis Sears

By SETH S. KING

Special to The New York Times

CHICAGO, Aug. 25—When
Barnabas Francis Sears walks
confidently into a courtroom,

e first descriptive tag that

omes to mind is “grand-
‘f.atherly." Short, silver-haired,
a trifle portly, with twinkling
prown eyes and a gentle
smile, Mr. Sears prefers to
be thought of as one of the

last of the real

* Man country lawyers.
‘ At the moment it
inthe i Goubtful that
News Edward V. Han-

rahan, state’s at-
torney for Cook County, one
of his assistants and 12 Chi-
cago police officers, would
agree with either of these de-
scriptions.
* With Mr. Sears serving as
‘E:pecial prosecutor, a special
iCook County grand jury yes-
terday indicted the 14, charg-
ling them with conspiring to
‘obstruct justice in the case
in which two young Black
Panther leaders were shot to
death during a predawn po-
lice raid.

In securing the indictment,
indeed, even in getting it ac-
cepted by the chief -Criminal
Court. judge of Cook County,
Mr. Sears battled against all
the power and resources of
Mayor Richard J. Daley’s po-
litical machine.

When the public outcry
against the action of Mr.
Hanrahan and the policemen
involved in-the Black Panther
case became too great to be
ignored, Barney Sears was
asked to take leave of his
prestigious law practice to
serve as a special prosecutor.

Recognized Hazards

One of the outstanding
trial and appellate lawyers
in the Middle West, he clearly
‘recognized the hazards that
faced a special prosecutor
who - agreed - to investigate
‘the official activities of one
of Mayor Daley’s political
protégés and of the police
hierarchy the Mayor had cre-
ated.

But, he told friends, if he
did not accept the appoint-
ment, he might as well retire
from law practice. Besides,
for the last 25 years, in the
course of his frequent speak-
ing appearances before bar
associations and 'law stu-
dents, he had been urging
others to accept cases in-
volving just but unpopular

|

contempt of court citation by
Judge Power, Mr. Sears had
no hesitancy in lecturing the
judge on the sanctity of the
grand jury and its secrecy.
Court Disagrees

The Illinois Supreme Court
did not agree entirely with
him in this. It ruled that
Judge Power did have the
authority to review the grand
jury proceedings to protgct
the due process of law. But

it erased the $50-an-hour cita-

tion and eventually ordefed
the reluctant judge to accept
the indictment.

Mr. Sears was born Nov.
13, 1902, in Webster, Dakota
Territory. His exposure to

the law came early. His .

father, who died when Barna-
bas was a boy, was a leading
member of the Territorial bar.
His mother later took Mr.
Sears to St. Paul, where she
urged him to prepare for a
legal career. After graduating
from Georgetown University
Law School Mr. Sears came
to Illinois. ‘

In 1942, Mr. Sears -and his
wife, Alice, came to Aurora,
in the Chicago area, and Mr.
Sears established a law firm
in the ¢ity. Later he moved
to Chicago and became part
of the widely active firm of
Boodell, Sears, Sugrue &
Crowley.

Relaxed With Law Books

‘Despite the complaints of
his wife, Mr. Sears has spent
more and longer hours with
his books and law reviews.

“I believe he can relax

The New Yuk Times
Did as he had urged
others to do — took
an unpopular case.

more completely, and in
greater enjoyment,  with a
case book than he can with
anything else,” an acquaint-
ance said today.

Mr. Sears would disagree.
From his apartment in Lake
Point Towers he can watch
the chilly waters of Lake

Michigan ‘and on rare free -

days he takes his cabin cruis-
er out on them. Summers he
sails north to Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula, where he
and his wife have a cottage

" near Lake Superior.

When he first came to Illi-
nois, he practiced law Down-
state. )

“You mention any county
seat jn Downstate lllinois and

Barney Sears will remember :
_he’s begen in court there,” &
. fiend waid recently. :

it

causes.

This was the second time,
that Mr. Sears had followed’
his own counsel and served
as a special prosecutor. In
1961 he was called in as pros-
ecutor in the Summerdale po-
lice burglary scandal and
gained convictions against
eight Chicago policemen.

In the Black Panther inves-
tigation, Mr. Sears was ap-
pointed by Cook County’s
chief Criminal Court judge,
Joseph A. Power, a neighbor
and former law partner of
Mayor Daley.

A Shift in Roles

But before the indictment
was opened Yyesterday, Mr.
Sears found himself in the
role of defendant under at-
tack by Judge Power and the
lawyers for those about to be
indicted, who accused him of
unduly influencing the grand
jurors and deliberately leak-

:ing details of the indictment

ment to Chicago’s press.
Despite the fact that he
was still under a $50-an-hour




Bar Urges Judge to Quit Panther Case

By JOHN KIFNER
Special to the New York Times

CHICAGO, Aug. 25 — The
Chicago Bar Association urged
today that Judge Joseph A.
Power of the Cook. County
Criminal. Court djssociate him-
self from further legal proceed-
ings involving charges against
Cook County State’s Attorney
Edward V. Hanrahan and 13
other law enforcement officials.
The bar group also asked that

day morning that the indict-
ment be made public and that
Mr. Ware’s appointment be
voided.

The indictment named Mr.
Hanrahan and his campaign
manager, ' Richard S. Jalovec;
the Assistant State’s Attorney
who authorized the raid; for-
mer Deputy Police Superintend-
ent (now Deputy Chief of Traf-
fic) John Mulchrone; a police
internal investigations sergeant;
two police crime laboratory

a judge be brought in from
outside Cook County to hear
the case. .

Mr. Hanrahan and the others
were named in long-suppressed
indictments made public yes-
terday, charging criminal con-
spiracy to obstruct justice in
connection with the December,
1969, pclice raid in which two
Black Panthers, Fred Hampton
and Mark Clark, were slain.

The conduct of Judge Power,
a friend, neighbor ang political
crony of Mayor Richard J.
Daley, has become the latest
in-the controversies surround-
ing the case.

He at first refused to accept
the indictment; ordered addi.
tional witnesses cailed before
the special grand jury; fined
Barnabas F. Sears, the special
prosecutor whom he had ap-
pointed, $50-an-hour . around-
the-clock on contempt charges,
named Mitchell F. Ware, a
Negro who headed the Illinois
Bureau of Investigation, a
friend of the court to investi-
gate Mr. Sears’ conduct and
helped create an imposing legal
tangle, .

Indictment Opened

| But at 2:05 yesterday after-
jnoon, four months after the in-
dictment was originally voted,
he ripped open the ‘sealed
manila envelope that held in-
dictment No. 71-179]. The State
Supreme Court ordered yester-
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specialists and eight of the 14
p:ilécemen who carried out the
raid.

It also named Chicago Police
Superintendent James B. Con.
lisk: Jr., two other police offi-
cers and two assistant State’s
Attorneys as unindicted co-
conspirators.

The indictment charged that
the officials and policemen had

+|destroyed - ,disguised and con-

cealed evidence, planted false
evidence and furnished false
Information. 1t charged they
agreed to an authorized set of
questions and answers for the
police internal investigation of
the shooting.

The indictment aiso charged
that Mr. Hanrahan presented
evidence to a Cook County
grand jury “which he knew ' or
reasonably should have known
to be false and inflamatory”

to  secure indictments—Iater

dropped—of the seven .surviv-
ors of the raid on “erroneous
and unprovable charges.”

Milton H./Gray, president of
the Chicago Bar Association,
said the request that Judge
Power step aside and a judl%e
from outside Cook County be
brought in was made because
“The tenor of this whole mat.
ter” was such that an
outside judge was necessary “‘in
the interest' of public con-
fidence.” He declined to elab-
orate,

Under normal procedure,

Judge Power, as presiding judge
of the criminal section of the
Circuit Court would name the
judge who would sit on the
case. Mr. Hanrahan has been
a major fixture of the Cook
County .Democratic organiza-
tion, which closely controls the
local bench. :
The Bar Association also rc-
ommended that the officials
named in the indictment take
leaves of absence until the case
was resolved. None have yet

done so, and Police Superinten-
dent Conlisk announced today
that he would remain on the
job.

Politicians  privately agree
that Mr, Hanrahan’s once-bright
career—he led the county ticket,
in 1968, despite state and na-
tional victories by the Repub-
licans, and was mentioned as
gubernatorial timber—appeared
to be at an end.

Some say, however, that if
he is able to beat the charge

against him, the fierce party.
loyalties will result in a judge-
ship after a couple of quiet
years. .

Spokesmen for the city's
blacks reacted warily to the

news of the indictment, praising
the grand jury for bringing
charges at all, but -contending
that the charge should have
been murder.

Laplois Ashford, director of
the Urban League, called the al-
legation of consplracy to ob-
struct justice “far too mild,”
and Philip Smith, executive di-
rector of Voters Organized to
Educate, added: )

“There are many in the black
community who will always be-
lieve the charge should have
been murder in the first de-
gree.” :

Meanwhile, national and Io-
cal' police fraternal organiza-
tions have announced plans to
raise defense funds for the in-

dicted policemen.




