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h
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sp

ecial co
u
n
ty

 g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 

has cleared 14 policem
en of 

all hom
icide charges in the 

killing of tw
o B

lack P
anther 

P
arty leaders, it w

as learned 
today from

 law
-enforcem

ent 
sources. 

T
he sam

e grand jury ac-
cused eight of the policem

en, 
state 's atto

rn
ey

 E
d
w

ard
 

H
anrahan and five other per-

sons of crim
inal conspiracy 

to
 o

b
stru

ct ju
stice in

 th
e 

case. 
T

he hom
icide clearance re-

portedly is contained in one 
of four N

o B
ills voted by the 

jury, along w
ith the conspira-

cy indictm
ent. 

(A
 N

o B
ill is a docum

ent.in 
w

hich grand jurors report 
that there is insufficient evi-
dence on w

hich to indict a 
person or persons on a spe-
cific crim

inal charge.) 
T

h
e N

o
 B

ills h
av

e b
een

 
k
ep

t secret o
n
 a d

ecisio
n
 

July 30 by C
hief C

rim
inal 

Judge Joseph Pow
er w

hen he 
refused to m

ake them
 a part 

of the court record. 
D

efense attorneys are ex-
pected to ask at a court hear-
ing tom

orrow
 that the hom

i-
cide-clearance docum

ents be 
m

ade public w
ithout further 

delay. 
L

egal authorities pointed  out that special prosecutor 
B

arnabas S
ears is in no posi-

tion to object, since it w
as he 

and his staff w
ho originally 

ten
d
ered

 th
e N

o
 B

ills to
 

Judge P
ow

er. 
S

ears said yesterday that 
he w

as unable to com
m

ent 
on the latest developm

ent, 
supposedly, since prosecutors 
are restrained from

 m
aking 

any rem
arks that m

ight prej-
udice rights of defendants to 
fair trial. 

T
he indictm

ent is an out-
grow

th of a 1969 police raid 
on a W

est S
ide apartm

ent in 
w

hich B
lack P

anther P
arty 

leaders F
red H

am
pton and 

M
ark

 C
lark

 w
ere sh

o
t to

 
death. 

T
he indictm

ent accuses the 
defendants of obstructing 
justice by using 'fake evi-
dence and false testim

ony in 
frying to prevent crim

inal 
prosecution of eight police-
m

en
 w

h
o
 to

o
k
 p

art in
 th

e 
raid. 

H
anrahan already has set 

forth the proposition that the 
policem

en could not have 
been prosecuted since the 
Sears grand jury presum

ably 
cleared them

 of any hom
icid-

al m
isconduct. It is S

ears' 
position, how

ever, that the  defendants still w
ere, guilty 

of conspiracy, regardless of 
the success of purported at-
tem

pts to obstruct justice. 
M

aking public of the N
o 

B
ills also is expected to pro-

vide an answ
er to P

anther 
Party leaders, the R

ev. Jesse 
Jackson, national director of 
O

peration B
readbasket, and 

others w
ho have asked that 

the conspiracy defendants be 
prosecuted for m

urder. 
T

he N
o B

ills presum
ably 

clear the defendants of any 
such charges as m

urder, vol-
untary m

anslaughter, invol-
untary m

anslaughter, bat-
lery and assault. 


