By Joseph R. Tybor

| Associated Press

CHICAGO, Feb. 3—State’s
Attorney Edward V. Hanrahan
and 13- codefehdants ‘pleaded|
innocent ‘today to- chigrges of
obstructing justice in the aft-
ermath of a pblice raid in
which two Black: Panthet's were
killet;

The pleas for Hanral{&n his]

asslstant Richard Jalovee, and
12 pohcemen were entered be-
fore Judge Philip Romiti’ of
Circuit Court who on Wednes-
day rejected . a defense pléa
that - the indictment ‘be dis-
missed ‘as invalid. §
‘Earlier - today ‘Judge Joseph
Sam . Perry of U.S. Distriet

Court ruled Hanrahan could|

not be held liable in'a $16 mil-
lion damage suit brought by
relatives -and: friends eof the
Panthers shot to death in the
raid.

Judge Perry ruled the offi-
cial and governmental status
of their positions made Hanra-
.han and his assistants immune
to such litigation.

Hanrahan enteried his plea
after Judge Romiti. denied a
motion ‘to declare unconstitu-
tional .the. . statutes wunder
which - the ﬂefandnnts ‘were
charged. y

In denymg the: motion, the

judge said it could be submit-
ted at a later date.
- I .will enter a plea of not
guilty, reasserting: my claim
that it (the document) is not;
valid . . . I am entering my
plea - ‘on the- understanding
that the court will reconsider
memoranda in support of my
earlier - ,motion,” - Ham'ahan
said.

About a dozen members of
the ' Black “Ranther Party. led
by Illineis leader Bobby Rush
sat in the courtroom.

They chuckled as Hanrahan
insisted his .constitutional

rights were being denied by
Judge
‘truling.
Hanrahan - maintamed in his
mot;on dth;;e Bog;;ti’s r;;clsmx}
rendere -phstruction o
{ustics pnd. go ‘“atyie

Romiti’s Wednesday

dlctmeent chprxes ne.

tive crime it viclates. the due
process ‘and egual protection
guarantees - of the Constitu

tioh.
Romiti set March 1 for the
defense to le  pre-trial

ons:
& ch
& I bis p1

Hanrahan was dropped by
the Democrats as the regular
organization’s candidate for
state’s attorney but he is run-| |
ning -an :independent--race.
against Raymond Berg, a for-
mer “judge who was slated in
his: place, and Donald Page
Moore, a former Justice De-
partment lawyer.

‘Hanrahan was considered
one of the most powerful
Demoerats in Chicago before
he was indicted by a special
grand jury last ‘August. The
special jury reportedly voted
'the indictment in April but its
publication was held up by a
series ‘of legal ‘battles between
the special prosecutor, Barna.

bas F. Sears, and Judge Jo-
seph Power, chief of the crimi-
nal division of Circnit Court.

The Ilinois Supreme Court "
had to make ‘three rulihgs be.:
fore the  indictments were
made public, ‘

After the case was assigned *
to -Judge: Romiti Hanrahan:
asked and was, granted a mos .
tion to allow. him to interro-
gate the grand jurors to deter- "
mine if they were prejudiced
by publicity or alleged undue
pressure by Sears.

The Illinois Supreme Court
barred.-Judge Romiti from cons™
‘ducting such' a hearing, The. *
court , also . ruled on Jan. 1%

against a Hanrahan motion. 120 ¥
uash the md.lctments »
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