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ro
w

n
 fro

m
 a m

o
v
in

g
 car h

it th
e fro

n
t o

f th
e R

ev
eren

d
 

A
. D

. K
in

g
's h

o
u

se an
d

 m
ad

e m
u

ch
 o

f it a sh
am

b
les. F

o
rtu

n
ately

, K
in

g
, h

is 

w
ife, an

d
 th

eir fiv
e ch

ild
ren

 w
ere in

 th
e rear an

d
 escap

ed
 u

n
h

arm
ed

. A
t 

i t:5
8

 an
o

th
er b

o
m

b
 ex

p
lo

d
ed

 at th
e G

asto
n

 M
o

tel in
 th

e ro
o

m
 im

m
ed

iately
 

b
en

eath
 th

e o
n

e M
artin

 L
u

th
er K

in
g

, Jr., h
ad

 o
ccu

p
ied

. H
e h

ad
 o

ffered
 th

e 

m
 to

 th
e R

ev
eren

d
 Jo

sep
h

 L
o

w
ery

, w
h

o
 p

lan
n

ed
 to

 stay
 th

ere b
u

t later 
changed h

is m
in

d
 an

d
 w

en
t h

o
m

e to
 N

ash
v
ille. T

h
e m

o
tel w

as sev
erely

 
dam

aged, but injuries w
ere m

inor. 
-A

n
 an

g
ry

 cro
w

d
 o

f b
lack

s g
ath

ered
 o

u
tsid

e th
e m

o
tel. S

in
ce th

is w
as 

S
atu

rd
ay

 n
ig

h
t, m

an
y

 h
ad

 b
een

 d
rin

k
in

g
. A

s th
e lo

cal p
o

lice an
d

 firem
en

 
arriv

ed
, th

e b
lack

s attack
ed

 w
ith

 ro
ck

s an
d

 b
rick

s. S
o

o
n

 C
o

lo
n

el A
l L

in
g

o
, 

W
allace's to

u
g
h
 en

fo
rcer, arriv

ed
 w

ith
 h

is h
eav

ily
 arm

ed
 state tro

o
p
ers. 

C
o
n
n
o
r sen

t in
 h

is d
o
g
s an

d
 h

is sp
ecial six

-w
h
eeled

 arm
o
red

 rio
t car. F

ires 
started

 an
d
 a fu

ll-scale rio
t eru

p
ted

, w
h
ich

 rag
ed

 fo
r fo

u
r h

o
u
rs. B

y
 4

:3
0
 

il ts. S
u
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
 th

e p
o
lice h

ad
 sealed

 o
ff th

e area. H
ed

rick
 S

m
ith

 w
ro

te in
 

the N
ew

 York Tim
es: 

M
uch of the nine-block area looked as if a vicious storm

 had struck. S
m

ashed and 
disabled police cruisers w

ere abandoned in the streets. S
even stores and hom

es lay 
charred by fire. T

here w
as a hole in the brick w

all of the A
. G

. G
aston M

otel, caused 
by an ex

p
lo

sio
n
. P

late-g
lass w

in
d
o
w

s w
ere sh

attered
 in

 sto
re after sto

re in
 th

e 
N

egro area. 

H
o

sp
itals treated

 m
o

re th
an

 fifty
 p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 h

ad
 b

een
 w

o
u

n
d

ed
. 

B
urke M

arshall, resting at his farm
 in W

est V
irginia, w

as aw
akened at 2:oo 

a.m
. w

ith
 th

e d
isastro

u
s n

ew
s fro

m
 B

irm
in

g
h

am
; th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral 
sh

o
rtly

 th
ereafter at h

is h
o
m

e in
 M

cL
ean

, V
irg

in
ia. T

h
e P

resid
en

t, sp
en

d
in

g
 

the w
eek

en
d
 at C

am
p
 D

av
id

, w
as b

riefed
 w

h
en

 h
e aw

o
k
e. H

elico
p
ters 

b
ro

u
g
h
t all th

ree to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
. O

n
 [ate S

u
n

d
ay

 aftern
o

o
n

 th
e P

resid
en

t 
m

et at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se w

ith
 th

e A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral, M
arsh

all, K
atzen

b
ach

, 
M

cN
am

ara, V
an

ce, an
d

 A
rm

y
 C

h
ief o

f S
taff G

en
eral W

h
eeler. 

T
he im

m
ediate question w

as w
hether the aroused and tough blacks w

ould 


