
Dear 2auil 	 3/7/9a 

	

Thanks for Telr card and. your note of the 4th, along with the 	Herald 

Day Of rigs rep-vrt stoland the page on the eennedy tapes. 

It is peseible the ."crald delayed the store len .; enough to get and read the 

report fpr itself. If this not true, that record is mucn bet:.er than the record 

of the pashington Pest, whie has done no st.Ty on it at all! Is it not to wond- 

er Why? 	/nvflic. 	 ei-t/1 • 6/ 	) 
What the editors wrote about Cprona and the 4-2, alleging secrecy for the 

latter, is incorrect. Zit) 1112 knew all about it, as the CIe. knew. You find this 
tied 

e-sik-er14 V 44 	Pug 
in detailcin,a boe'4.by, 	Dino Brugioni, who was with thaiNPIC. I think the title is 

CubacintleeTinkbuti'mnotsur 	am of the author 's name. 
:\ 

Some fears ago I'd planned a book, Tiger to Ride,  and when I did not get to 

writing it, loam:4th° research to a young friend for a college thesis. 'e did 

not teturn all of it but what he did return I still have. Only it is not organized 

as I'd had 	I did make my own analysis of The Day of riga and in the ecuald 

story 1  find a little I  take to confirm what I'd believed. It quotes Bissell 

as saying "that 'there wan solid marten= reason to believe that it had a good 

chance of at least initial success." Now,what kind or success is only "initial" 

eucdess if no more than that means getting beaten? 

Me3lief always was that the CIit. hope only for a beachhead it c uldhold 1 	 (4. 
long enoug}1to proclaim rocoemition of a government in exile. That weeM have been 

possible if the-ie had been only '"initial" success. - ... 	 ateevn,+4.dil-Ci 
There was no eima chance at all of any general uprising,(EU-aance at. all with 

? the vast changes he had brought about for the ordinary people that ti 4ranted him 

out, replaced. 

Maybe those right-wing nuts in the 01A ekpected what they wanted to happen 

but there was no chance'of it and no decent analyst would have considered it at 

all possible. They juat.hopod and wanted their hope te becom: the reality, .ap with 

the vast changes for the average Cuban there was no possibility at all, 

Power can lead to enormous self-deceptions. Such ae expecting an uprising 

in Cuba. For n11  the hardships they are now suffering I doubt that there is 

much possibility of it nos. In the Operation "ongoose papers and commentary on it, 

it was recognized then that there would not be any suckuprusing,, d any US ,sien 

invasion was to have been only if there was such an uprising and t looked as 
I 

though it might grow into soriothing. 

Just before Kennedy vies killed ho had approved an a effort to see if there 

could be a way for us to get along with them. He was to have not on that with 
his emissary on that project, Abbaseaderilliam Attwood. But when JFK got 



back from Cithax Dallas he was a corpse, not a President. 

-Attwood testified to thiS,
1to thw Church committee and the SLAW has forced 

its disclosure as an assassination record. The Cuban end was Carlos leciluga, who 

was then ''astro's ambassador to the 	The feeler was through Lisa howard, of 
al: News and to facilitato talk in orivate she held a party at JIlich tney could 
slip away and talk. Lechufa wrote a small bock on it that The Last Vurrah has. 

I think he titl ad it In the bye of theStorm. 

JFK also asked the then respect 2ronch journalist, Jean Dakliel, who was going 
to interview Castro, to feel him out and return and report on the impression he 

ao:647 	 \a got. ikaliol ws with Castro when Los' got Lh, news of the■ssassination. Ho wrote 

a series of article that in this country The New Itcpublic carried. 

had that come to ?ass it would have come close to putting tho CI4 out of 

bUsiness. 

The herald story seems fair and balanced to me, although what gives it 
balance is plain b.s. from thoseryonsible for the fiasco. 

Sure sounds crazy when we had diplomatic relations with the then u5sa and 
waong other countries, °hina. 

ilany thanks anA best wishes, 

Cu/6 



March 4, 1998 

Dear Harold, 

I'm sure you are aware of those who are digging into the demise 
oB ,ledger?? I am enclosing an article on the Bay of Pigs (BoG). 
No surprises there except that the Miami Herald was so late picking 

it up. Also, I wrote to you before that tithe discovery channel had 
on the story of thr government's CORONA space program and it appeared 
in THE KENNEDY TAPES:: First time I ever saw reference to it in print::: 

Must have run along with the Mercury program?? Bissell was in charge 
of CORONA. Makes me wonddr what was running through his mind when he 
squared off with the new, greenhorn president especially as he (Bissell) 

was then the CIA's Golden Boy and was expected to take over the "secret" 
governmant??? 

It is a very strange case especially since not reason or logic is 
allowed to sand. 

As I told people tn Dallas last year, "Feral spelled with one "L" 
means to return something once tamed to the wild, while, Ferrell with 
two "L's" means the opposite or to tame something that was once wild, 
especially wild rumors — and especially where such rumors, 'facts' 

evidence and material is being passed off as wild truth:::: Perhaps 
what is most wrong with this case is that so much wild truth is being 

offered as "fact::" " 

Even though time passes, like the Lincoln case, the truth will 
not "ripen." 

Have a very nice bitthday and best of everything 	 '""" 

The very best, 

Paul Haller 
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and in a second strike no less than in a first. T
he second, w

hich w
as closely 

co
rrelated

, w
as a su

rg
e w

ith
in

 th
e ad

m
in

istratio
n
 o

f h
o
p
e fo

r so
m

e k
in

d
 o

f 

détente w
ith the S

oviets, w
hich w

ould reduce the danger of nuclear w
ar. T

he 

third w
as a nagging reem

ergence, in connection w
ith the congressional elec-

tions of 1962, of public debate about the role of C
uba in the global C

old W
ar. 

F
ro

m
 th

e b
eg

in
n
in

g
, th

ere h
ad

 b
een

 d
o
u
b
ts ab

o
u
t "th

e m
issile g

ap
." U

-2
 

photography had never found IC
B

M
 launchers in num

bers corresponding to 

K
hrushchev's boasts. B

ecause the capabilities of the U
-2 rem

ained secret even 

after th
e M

ay
 1

9
6
0
 affair, E

isen
h
o
w

er co
u
ld

 o
n
ly

 h
in

t th
at h

e h
ad

 ev
id

en
ce 

calling into question the "m
issile gap" thesis. K

ennedy and other D
em

ocrats 

paid no attention. M
oreover, som

e insiders supported them
. A

ir F
orce intelli-

gence estim
ates discounted U

-2 im
agery, pointing out that it covered only a 

fraction of the S
oviet U

nion, noting that S
oviet radar had detected every U

-2 

flight from
 the first one on, and arguing that the S

oviets w
ould therefore base 

their IC
B

M
s w

here clouds w
ould ordinarily m

ask them
. 

S
oon after taking office, K

ennedy and his principal aides learned that m
ost 

of the intelligence com
m

unity apart from
 the A

ir F
orce doubted the existence 

of a w
ide "m

issile gap." C
oping w

ith com
peting service budgetary claim

s, the 

new
 adm

inistration also found itself in need, like its predecessor, of questioning 

service estim
ates of the S

oviet threat. H
ence K

ennedy, M
cN

am
ara, and others 

increasingly m
oderated their language about U

.S
.-S

oviet com
petition in long-

range m
issiles. T

hey did sponsor, and obtain congressional approval for, sub-

stan
tial in

creases in
 strateg

ic an
d
 o

th
er d

efen
se p

ro
g
ram

s. T
h
ey

 d
id

 n
o
t, 

how
ever, agree to anything like the IC

B
M

 deploym
ents advocated by the A

ir 

F
orce. L

eM
ay's protegé and successor as head of the S

trategic A
ir C

om
m

and, 

G
eneral T

hom
as P

ow
er, urged acquiring 10,000 M

inutem
an IC

B
M

s. W
hite 

H
ouse analysts concluded that a few

 hundred w
ould be am

ple. M
cN

aznara set 

a ceiling of 1,000, acknow
ledging that the extra hundreds w

ould go prim
arily 

to appeasing A
ir F

orce friends on C
apitol H

ill. 

F
rom

 1957 on, the C
IA

 had attem
pted to top its accom

plishm
ents w

ith the 

U
-2 by putting up a satellite that w

ould take pictures of the S
oviet U

nion from
 

sp
ace. T

h
is effo

rt, co
d
e-n

am
erA

,.su
ffered

 1
3
 su

ccessiv
e failu

res. In
 th

e 

sum
m

er of 1961 it finally scored the first of w
hat w

ould be an extraordinary 

series of successes. T
he very first im

agery recovered from
 a 

C
O

R
O

N
A

 reentry 

vehicle provided m
ore photographic coverage of a greater area than had all 

the U
-2 flights com

bined. T
hough it show

ed the S
oviets hard at w

ork on new
 

versions of an IC
B

M
, it provided convincing evidence that their existing IC

B
M

 

arsenal num
bered at m

ost six. 

B
y
 co

in
cid

en
ce, th

e C
IA

's h
u
m

an
 in

tellig
en

ce co
llecto

rs h
ad

 m
eal\ 

acquired a prim
e agent high in the S

oviet m
ilitary bureaucracy. C

olone 

P
enkovsky sm

uggled to them
 m

icrofilm
 of num

erous S
oviet D

efense M
t 

docum
ents. H

e also told his handlers in great detail about w
hat he heal 

saw
 by virtue of his status as a senior officer w

ell connected not only 

S
trategic R

ocket F
orces but in S

oviet m
ilitary intelligence." A

ll this jibed 

w
ith w

hat appeared in U
-2 and C

O
R

O
N

A
 im

agery. 

A
lth

o
u
g
h
 th

e in
tellig

en
ce co

m
m

u
n
ity

 p
h
rased

 its co
n
clu

sio
n
s in

 c 

teristisally guarded language, these conclusions w
ere m

uch m
ore reas 

than in the past. A
 year later, in July 1962, a N

ational Intelligence E
s 

w
o
u
ld

 say
: "B

y
 th

e m
id

-1
9
6
0
's, th

e U
S

S
R

 w
ill h

av
e acq

u
ired

 a su
b
s 

m
issile capability to deliver nuclear w

eapons against the U
S

 	
. bow

el 

S
oviets could still not expect to destroy the grow

ing num
bers of U

S
 har 

airb
o
rn

e, seab
o
rn

e, an
d
 fast reactio

n
 n

u
clear d

eliv
ery

 v
eh

icles." 53  In
 

w
ords, second-strike capability seem

ed assured for a long tim
e to corn 

K
ennedy notified the S

oviets of his new
 know

ledge. T
o keep the notil 

in low
 key, he had it put into a speech by D

eputy S
ecretary of D

efense I 

G
ilpatric. T

his presum
ably ensured its being read attentively in M

oscos 

out being front-page new
s at hom

e. G
ilpatric said: "T

he fact is that this 

has nuclear retaliatory force of such pow
er that an enem

y m
ove w

hich l - 

it into play w
ould be an act of self-destruction 	

O
ur forces are so d<

 

and protected that a sneak attack could not effectively disarm
 us . . Is 

w
e have a second strike capability w

hich is at least as extensive as In 

S
oviets can deliver by striking first."54  

A
rm

ed w
ith this know

ledge about the favorable strategic balance, k 

and his advisers becam
e m

odestly hopeful that the S
oviets w

ould perce 

far behind they w
ere, calculate how

 m
uch it w

ould cost them
 to catch 

co
n
clu

d
e th

at th
eir b

est in
terests w

o
u
ld

 b
e serv

ed
 b

y
 arm

s-co
n
tro

l a 

m
ents that put a stop to or at least braked the nuclear arm

s race. Jus 

the m
issile crisis, K

ennedy and K
hrushchev exchanged m

essages abou 

sible m
eeting in N

ovem
ber, w

hen K
hrushchev planned to com

e to N
. 

for the opening of the U
N

 G
eneral A

ssem
bly. K

ennedy w
rote that he 

they m
ight be "w

ithin striking distance" of a test-ban agreem
ent, w

hit 

be a harbinger of yet greater accom
plishm

ents." 

T
ro

u
b
lin

g
 K

en
n
ed

y
 also

 w
ere co

n
tin

u
in

g
 q

u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t C

u
b
a. 

K
ennedy, w

ho had learned about the B
ay of P

igs plan only at the last r 

expressed concerns im
m

ediately afterw
ard lest the fiasco have w

ider e 

the C
old W

ar. H
e w

rote his brother: "if w
e don't w

ant R
ussia to set ul 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 


