Februsry 12, 1970

Ar, 4o Richards Folupp, Spec. Lse't,. to
the Deputy Attorney Genersl

Department of Justioce

ealingtoa, D.C.

Deer ur. Relapps,

Your letter of the 1L0th doer mot respond to mine of the 4th, whiokh is
fitting and proper, tids deing the prectise of Mr. Xledmdienst. Nou does it sc urstely
quote my request, sgein oénsissent wish his letters,

1 therefore begin witi the request thot you pespond to my lester wich,
smong other thiogs, ocites Whe requisement thut the Uspartment of Justice comauni-
cate with whatever agenay it sent these pepers to, Yeur lester does ot sey you did
Bot heve these papers, whieh 1s fortunite, decsuse i Weve proof you &1d, If pu do
Bot have them, ond I sugseed you consider the poe-ibilisy you have hers been mie-
informed, you do kmov Wist you 414 w th them. 1 cited the Atorney Gemersl's mems-
rundima to you om this peiat enu you evfsded 1t, wieh fnwives aa ediftionsd
violetien of ek lunguoge 1 cited,”,..Zvery effort should be msds to awedd
encunle ring the spplieent’s peth with proeedursl obstesles...” This t» one. Forcisg
ne, needlessly, tc faveks $i» Freedom of Informstion Aet 1s enothey.

As & mottar of faet, you assume whist you had %o know was insdecuste,
end "escume® Lo your owam word., The moed essusl comparison between your letters of
She 1041 snd Bud en this point estsblishes tods. I 414 8ot ask for -het you "ascume®
I osked for, as you well knew, but I seded for whet I Sién sk for e pu understesd
me tc de saking for.

Thet tue govermment, especially the Vepurtment of Juetiocep would de
nsught dut frustrete the olear intent of the low, if not violste 1%, 1is elwmeys
insppropriete, dut when it does 0 witu mstters involving the ascessinutien of @
President snd more, the govermmunt's investfigetion of 4hat aseasainstion, 19 is
simply beyend belief, espoeiclly when the spokesmen for the$ govermmert are
Sodsy maling the public stetemends so well Feporxted, o eritiesl of Members of
the Congress and of tue press,

1f my purpose were to enderrass the goverament¥, %0 ceuss s seaadsl in
She press, or to heve » recerd of offietal conduct thet might be .elpful te me
in eourt, I would welcome such letters. But my purposs is preciasely what I state,
o have scenns to sxisting yesords thet the govermment s -eruired to give me withoud
delsy, witheu$ triciery end deeeption, withsut pleying choap gwmes,

the leted Tomm DJ 118, with echeak, With uy letter of
Decenbey IO.I 1%1.‘“ sop ° '

. Sinesrely,




