
0
1 

C "Mc boshington post 

E TRO 	
F

ederal D
iary 

F
R

ID
A

Y
, J

U
L

Y
 2

9
,, 1

9
7
7
 

F
hatos 6s C

rIlt li.rndan—
T

he W
athiartan Pa.t 

H
alleek

 ad
ju

sts b
rid

le on
 h

is h
orse as h

e b
u

sies h
im

self w
ith

 ch
ores ou

tsid
e h

is h
om

e in
 G

aith
ersb

u
rg as h

is ju
d

gesh
ip

 en
d

s. 

%.w.7.w%Tetw4,6•3mTi.ze.TgAiw;  



fla
lleck

 p
ro

u
d

ly
 d

isp
la

y
s b

o
u

n
ty

 fro
m

 h
is h

o
m

e v
eg

eta
b

le g
a

rd
en

. 

H
alleek's V

erdict: 'F
ree at L

ast' 
B

y L
aura A

. K
iernan 

;C
u
b
in

g
L

o
ri P

o
st S

taff W
riter 

C
h
arles W

h
ite H

alleck
 p

o
k
ed

 aro
u
n
d
 th

e sq
u
ash

 an
d
 g

reen
 b

ean
s in

 
th

e g
ard

en
 o

u
tsid

e h
is G

aith
ersb

u
rg

 h
o
m

e y
esterd

ay
 an

d
 lam

en
ted

 ab
o
u
t 

the state of the w
eeds. H

e cooked a breakfast of eggs and grits and shooed 
-th

e h
o
u
se cats o

ff th
e sto

v
e. H

e sh
o
o
k
 h

is h
ead

 at th
e co

n
d
itio

n
 o

f th
e 

rail fence that borders the gravel drive. 
H

alleck
, w

h
o
se 1

2
'y

ear career o
n
 th

e D
.C

. S
u
p
erio

r C
o
u
rt b

en
ch

 en
d
s 

to
d

ay
, is relax

ed
. T

h
e b

ittern
ess, in

fig
h

tin
g

 an
d

 p
ressu

res o
f h

is tw
o

-y
ear 

b
attle to

 retain
 h

is ju
d

g
esh

ip
 are b

eh
in

d
 h

im
. H

e sleep
s b

etter at n
ig

h
t 

now
, H

alleck said, and the tension w
ithin his fam

ily has been relieved. 
H

e Is, H
alleck said, "free at last." 

L
ast M

ay
, P

resid
en

t C
arter en

d
ed

 th
e co

n
tro

v
ersy

 th
at sw

elled
 aro

u
n
d
 

H
alleck's renom

ination to the C
ourt for a 15-year term

 w
hen he announced 

h
e w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t su

b
m

it H
alleck

's n
am

e to
 th

e S
en

ate fo
r co

n
firm

atio
n
. 

S
o on M

onday. H
alleck, w

ell know
n for his sting courtroom

 com
m

ents 
In

d
 lib

eral p
h
ilo

so
p
h
ies, b

eco
m

es a p
artn

er in
 a p

riv
ate W

ash
in

g
to

n
 law

 
firm

. H
e is leaving S

uperior C
ourt w

ith no regrets. 
- "Y

o
u
 ask

 an
y
b
o
d
y
," H

alleck
 said

. "I w
as a d

am
n
 g

o
o
d
 ju

d
g
e." 

N
o

b
o

d
y

 w
ill ev

er say
 h

e w
as a ru

b
b

er stam
p

 fo
r p

ro
secu

to
rs w

h
o

 cam
e 

into his courtroom
. H

alleck said. 
"I m

an
ag

ed
 to

 ru
b

 so
m

e n
o

ses . . th
e w

ro
n

g
 w

ay
," h

e said
, referrin

g
 

to
 th

e U
.S

. A
tto

rn
ey

's O
ffice, w

h
ich

 H
alleck

 co
n

ten
d

s co
n

sp
ired

 w
ith

 th
e 

D
.C

. C
om

m
ission on Judicial D

isabilities and T
enure to block his reappoint-

m
ent. 

' T
he com

m
ission eventually found H

alleck "qualified" for reappointm
ent, 

a ru
lin

g
 th

at left to
 th

e P
resid

en
t th

e d
ecisio

n
 o

n
 H

alleck
's ju

d
g

esh
ip

. 
T

h
e so

n
 o

f a fo
rm

er H
o
u
se m

in
o
rity

 lead
er, R

ep
. C

h
arles A

. H
alieck

 
(R

 .In
d

.), an
d

 th
e p

ro
d

u
ct o

f an
 estab

lish
m

en
t u

p
b

rin
g

in
g

, H
alleck

'S
 co

n
-

sdrvatism
 gave w

ay during his years on the bench. 
H

e let h
is crew

-cu
t h

air g
ro

w
 lo

n
g
 an

d
 ad

d
ed

 a h
eard

. H
e w

as d
iv

o
rced

 
from

 his first w
ife, w

hom
 he once described as a "housew

ife and m
other," 

an
d

 m
arried

 a crim
in

o
lo

g
ist, h

is cu
rren

t w
ife, Jean

n
e. H

e p
articip

ated
 in

 
a "p

sy
ch

o
d
ram

a" d
u
rin

g
 w

h
ich

 h
e liv

ed
 fo

r a tim
e as an

 in
m

ate at L
o
rto

n
 

R
efo

rm
ato

ry
 an

d
 ex

ch
an

g
ed

 life h
isto

ries w
ith

 a p
riso

n
er n

am
ed

 Jam
es 

(C
ueball) Irby. H

e w
as outraged by the treatm

ent of M
ay D

ay dem
onstrators 

in 1971. 
1
-lalleck

 b
ecam

e k
n
o
w

n
 to

 so
m

e as th
e frien

d
 o

f th
e "little m

an
" 

and 
S

ee 
H

A
L

L
E

C
K

, C
3, C

ol. 1 



HALLECK, From Cl 

he handed out fewer tough 'sentencea. 
But his bluntness on the bench got 
him in trouble with the D.C. Court 
of Appeals, which often reversed his 
rulings and also condemned some of 
his.  courtroom procedures. 

The issue, his critics said, wee 
judicial temperament. His courtroom, 
they said, lacked dignity and courtesy. 

"What is judicial temperament? 
Nobody's ever defined It." said Hal-
leek over his morning coffee yester-
day. 

"The things they said about me ... 
are done day in and day out by 
judges who have life tenure" and 
who do not have to worry about re-
nomination, he said. 

The problem, Halleck said, is the 
monumental backlog of . cases at Su-

perior Court and lawyers who ask for 
unnecessary delays .  before a trial. 

"A judge has to crack down on 
thrn and not put up with it," Halleck 
said In turn, he said, that judge 
earns a reputation for being "iras-
cible, short-tempered and not nice." 

"You start leaning, you start push-
ing, you start crowding and you run 
the risk of getting called intemper-
ate," Halleck said. 

"If I had felt it was more impor-
tant to be a judge all my life than to 
say what I believed in then, I 
wouldn't have said some of those 
things," Halleck said. 

Being a Superior Court judge "is 
not .a fun job," Halleck said. 

He enjoyed the job in earlier 
years, Halleck said. But with seven 
children, three of whom may be in 
college this fall and three of whom 
have orthodontist's bills, and an ex-
wife to support, he began to feel the 
financial constraints of his job. As a 
judge, he will earn ;49,000 this year, 
he r.aid. Meanwhile, colleagues he 
left at a prestigious Washington law 
firm in 1945 to assume the bench 
now are earning more than $100,000 
a year..  

"If it hadn't been for this go-round 
with the system, I would have left • 
long time ago," Halleck said. "But 
once I got into this business, It was 
a Matter of princ'ple." 

He was locked in, Halleck said, 
ante the controversy about his re• 
nomination became a public concern. 

Halleck said he thought, "If I run 
and I quit, then I acknowledge .  
all that stuff is true, that I'm an evil 
person ... there's nothing to do but 
see it through- 

"I've seen the whole thing through. 
I haven't backed elf one step," he 
said yesterday. 

After the judicial tenure commission 
found Halleck "qualified," President 
Ford submitted Halleck's name to the 
Senate District Committee for ap-
proval. But the nomination languish-
ed there. for months until being re-
ported out to the full Senate in late 
1978. 

After reading in The Washington 
Post about a confidential new .dis-
ciplinary proceeding against Halleck, 
the Senate refused to vote. 

It cost me the reappointment," 
Halleck said of the newspaper story. 

The incident reminded him, he said, 
of his grandfather, Abraham ,Lincoln 
Halleck, a lawyer who once was. ac-
cused wrongly in a newspaper of tak-
ing kickbacks on construction of a 
new courthouse in his hometown. 

"Why did.  you print all those things 
about me? Why did you print all 
those lies?" Halleck said his grand-
father asked the man running the 
newspaper, 

"I was just trying to sell my paper," 
Halleck said the man told his grand-
father. 

"I have no bitterness," Halleck said 
about his own experience, although 
he admits to being "a little upset at 
the time." 

At that point, Halleck went to U.S. 
District Court here and claimed that 
the judicial tenure commission mis-
handled his renomination and had no 
grounds to take disciplinary action 
against him. 

The court upheld the commission's 
action and said the commission had 
the right to make public statements 
about the conduct of sittting judges. 
That conduct, however, must be such 
that the commission could remove the 
Judge from the bench, the court said. 
Until the Court made its decision, 
the commission was blocked from 
issuing any statements on Halleck. 

Halleck said yesterday that he saw 
that Court ruling as "vindication." 
The ruling established the Court's 
right to constrain the commission, 
and by limiting public statements 
that can be made about a judge's 
conduct, protects confidentiality. 

Now, Halleck said, "the commission 
--c an not breathe over a judge's 
shoulder for every little move he 
makes ... to that extent, what I have 
done is liberate all- the rest of the 
judges." 

As a judge, Halleck said, a person 
is "supposed to be courteous, patient: 
you're supposed to be like a boy 
scout." 

"I got a little impatient," he ad-
;flitted, "but I wouldn't change a bit." 
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