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Slain Private Eye's Secrets 
Les Aiseeles 

Lea Angeles. a city with a 
lone hi-ritzier of fictional private 
eyes — from Raymond Chan-
dler's Philip Marlowe to televi-
sion's Jim Rockford and the 
movies.  J. J. Gates of "China-
town" — is talking these days 
about tie: murder of a real 
private detective. 

His name Was Robert Duke 
Hall. and he was killed by 
someone who fired through the 
ripen kitchen window of his 
modest twine in suburban Bur-
bank on July V. 

Detectives investigating his 
death hake found a landscape 
that bristles with clues and 
secretly recorded telephone con-
versations that are populated 
with the names of Hollywood 
celebrities, a fugitive interns-
temal financier and a high-living 
businesaman who was tenvicted 
of swindling Harvard and other 
universities. 

Two men — one who de-
scribed himeseif to the police as 
a "self-employed pornographer" 
and the other a former profes-
sjonal wrestler — were arrested 
Saturday for the detective's 
Murder. A police official said the 
investigation, which has raised a 
number of questions beyond the murder itself, is continuing. 
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part icipssing stations in Abilene. 
l'ex., and Charleston. Si... ro 
determine- the reaction of di_al-
eas and redid-caru customers  

sion private-eye series, he was 
not a very glamorous figure. His 
house was modest and not im-
pressively furnished — "about 
what you'd expect from a guy 
who makes ;15,000 to V20.000 a 
year." said one policeman. 

Hall is said to have enjoyed 
his role as a suburban family 
man. But the investigation has 
indicated that, besides handling 
routine marital cases, the detec-
tive spent a lot of time In a 
shadowy world that involved 
drug traffic and was sometimes 
a police informant as well as an 
agent for wealthy businessmen 
who operated outside the law. 

Among his effects, Burbank 
deteetives said they found more 
than 250 tape recornings, SOIT11. 

anti the effect on rash and credit 
gasoline sales, the company said 

The test will last at least six 
months. a spokesman said. 
Exxon believes it is the first oil 
company to experiment with the 
idea. he said. 

The company said the pro-
gram mu made possible by 
recent federal legislation giving 
retailers of all kinds permission 
to set cash discounts of up to Bs e  

of them containing conversa-
tions that appear to implicate 
several prominent show-business 
people with narcotics and other 
criminal matters. 

A captain on the Beverly 
Hills Police Department re-
signed abruptly after some of 
the tapes found during the 
investigations were transcribed. 

The Burbank detective whit 
is directing the investigation, 
Lieutenant Al Madrid, said the 
tape recordings have produced 
potential leads in the mind& r 
case and _Information that could 
load to prosecutions or other 
crimes. 

Federal authorith s are in 
tereswd in two of Hall's t hems. 

One is Robert Yews), the 

per cent. 

With cash eiscounts, rites 
miners using credit cards will 
hear the cost of retail credit and 
the rash-paying customer till he 
relieved of the cunt.  

Exxon said It would decide 
after the test period :s heather io 
expand the cash discount notion-wide. 
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