2/21/68
Dear Steve,

Sveke to Jim by phone for shout an kour end s helf 1ast night, sni froze
while doing itefrom an outdoor booth, in zero Wweather. I then worked threough
the night trying to catch up on the agcumulaticn, so I'm kind of foggy. I think
I msile: you & letter early this e.ms If I did I forgot what to me is significant,

When I mentioned the neme Wiley lates, Jim's reection was, "Ch, yes; he's baen
very cenverstive.” Lt turns out thet on hie nwn, Yates got in touch with Jim to
glve him gond information on his good friend Skip Hall, He dia give meny detai e,
the lesst iikely thing o genuine friend »f the seme politiesl rersussion wuld do-~
unless,..

I sugrested to Jim that "'ley mey be » cunning one, snd thet in geing +o Jim
on Lig own dnitistive snd volunteering infarmsting about lall he deflected attention
from hiwsclfe Jim now egrees this is a possltility. “e also confirms whet I got
from Esll on Yotes' emrloyment snd acknovledgen 1t soulé he signi ficant,

What I would like to ack is this: have 41 “chwertz phone Skiv snd tell him
ouly tiat I ssked hin to esll and inzuiry sbout how he is getting along. Nnthine
else, unles: the conversations goes in & wey thet Al mizh* use to remind him thet
I s8id I'd 1like to Lear fram him if he has anything to say end is up to it. I think
his number {e 479-9378(5), 1'a spnrecinta it 19 L1 -mnls trpe it for me, I hey
further, csn phone the Bustone, father and Son, ant tell them I'd sprreciste hearing
from them, that wauld help, He coulsd tell them I spoke to Garrison l-st night and
he would liro tn ses Mrs, B if sue Lrings the files end tepe with her. The Hustons
agree with me, ns Jim does #1lso, thet he can be Skip's ealvetion unless he sctuslly
fired 2 bullet, which we think he did nct, o1 course. Ee is in eccord with my belief
end Hell’s recuest that, 1f Hsll gees there, 1 be with hinm and thet w2 have connecting
rooms. Huston Sr. if Bskersfield #29 323-4187. The nurber at which T got the son is
714: 3798339, He spends time ot McCef rey's Bar, 714/376-2483, Messages any of these
pleces woukd reach nim. 1'd slso like it if, when he hus time, Le writes 211 the recent
developments out for me not only so I'd now know but se 4 historiesl record. I think
the Bakersfield srea code is 803,

I forgot to ask Jim l-ct night if he'd phoned you from a clear vhone, through

Art, s he'd promised. In discussing it with him he sgreed that 1t would be worth try-
ing out the wings, if not the voice, of the fat swallow (gn-d nomel) Iven i°f he is @
vlayer, 14 wouic be worth seeing whst e doas, Ard I hes- written for the lliami victures
Hell spoke of. I am very enxious that you 234 and copy all the files s sonn as possible
enl 5 see then, especlslly the pictures. You cen 11 Tred that my desecription really
excited him. I emy be sble & place a isgszine story on the Willis 5 thinge alone, if
he'd 1i%e, In any event, ss soon ss 1 hesrd from you dey before yesterdey, I wa: on

the phone with my affirmetive reccmrendstion, If you have heard ncthing, hold the
swelloWs prinsries, so-th him and strsrt pioning Yim at 504/525-2575, the NOAC, until
gou learn, cne #ny or ths nther, Howsvar, vaver phone him thers unless 1% is urgent,

e has & phobl: about phones &nd zoes ther: to zat ewsy from them, The switchbosrd cuts
a1l all calls.s I got him yesterdsy only because Aleock went down the hall snd to-Xk

him by the h:nd, so to speak.

I 'mov you all stay busy, ton, but I hone Jou get time to bring me uvp to dets

en Jdev:lopmaats since ny departure. Tall Steve I zawe Jim s grief rundown on the Cslls
affzir spd we 1 {atersztsd, I'm anxiosus to 83ge his report. Best to all,

Mg



