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E LED 
IN JFK PLOT PROBE 

•	 
Trio. Allegedly Knew of I 

Suspects' Actions 

Grand Jury subpoenas were 
Issued Friday for three out-of-
state witnesses in connection 
with District Attorney Jim Gar-
rison's investigation of the as-
sassination of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Those subpoenaed to appear 
Feb.,  1 and 2 before the Orleans 
Parish Grand Jury were iden,  
tined as: 

Loren, Eugene Hall of Kern-, 
ville, Calif.; Lawrence John 
Howard Jr. of Los Angeles, 
and Thomas Edward Beck-
ham, a former New Orleanian 
presently living in Omaha, 
Neb. 
Garrison said each of the 

three witnesses was "in a 
unique position to observe ac-
tivities relevant to the assassi-
nation" of President Kennedy 
in Dallas on Nov. 22, 1963. The 
district attorney said none of 
the three men were questioned 
by the Warren Commission, 
which conducted the official in-
vestigation of the President's 
death. 

Garrison contended that Hall 
arrived in Dallas prior to the 
assassination carrying a .30-
caliber rifle. Garrison added 
that this was "hardly an in-
consequential matter inasmuch 
as he earlier stated that Ken-
nedy should be killed." After 
the assassination, Hall returned 
to California, it is alleged. 

Hall a bartender in Wofford 
Heights, Calif., about 125 miles 
northeast of Los Angelets, said 
Friday he intends to fight the 
subpoena "right down the line." 

}all admitted being in Texas 
during the time the subpoena 
noted and that he was active for 
one year in the "Free Cuba" 
movement in 1963. 

DENIES CHARGE 
However, he denied ever meet-

ing Lee Harvey Oswald, Jack 
Ruby, or David W. Ferrie "or 
anyone else involved in the as-
sassination or anyone ever men- 
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tinned by OarriFon or anybody 
else." 

Oswald was labeled by the 
Warren Commission as the lone 
assassin of President Kennedy. 
Ruby, a Dallas night club op-
erator, shot Oswald to death 
two days after the assassination. 
Ferrie, a New Orleans pilot who 
died earlier this year, was im-
plicated by Garrison as a co-
conspirator with Oswald, Ruby 
and others in a Presidential 
death plot. 

The subpoena for Hall said 
Garrison has information that 
he checked into the Dallas 

THOMAS E. BECKHAM 

Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion in October, 1963, and re-
mained in Dallas until the time 
of the Kennedy slaying. 

It further contended that 
Hall was in Dallas with Jack 
Ruby "and other individuals 
believed to be involved in the 
assassination, that he brought 
a weapon to Dallas shortly 
before the assassination, that 
he was active in the 'Free 
Cuba' movement in Florida, 
Louisiana and Texas, that he 
was previously engaged in 
CIA-sponsored guerrilla train-
ing in Florida for raids on 

LORAN EUGENE HALL 

Cuba, that he was in associa-
tion with Lee Harvey Oswald 
In Dallas ..." 
The document also charged 

Hall contacted Ferrie in New 
Orleans before the former ar-
rived in Dallas. 

Retorting to Garrison's charg-
es, Hall said he was in Dallas 
"for two days about two or 
three months before the assas-
sination. I was driving through 
on my way to Miami and 
stayed at the YMCA for one 
night or two — I don't remem-
ber which." 

He said he was in Louisiana 
"once, back in 1963 and that 

LAWRENCE J. HOWARD JR. 

was for •about 31/2 hours while 
I was driving through to Mia-
mi." 

Hall said he spoke to only 
one man while in Louisiana -
a Cuban who ran a laundry. 
"The guy used to be the head 
of the Cuban railroads under 
Batista," he said, but he was 
unable to remember the man's 
name. Batista refers to Cuban 
leader Fulgencio Batista, who 
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trouble once in New Orleans 
when he was arrested for run-
ning a lottery in a church on 
Rampart st. 

An offer of immunity by Gar-
rison was greeted by scoffs 
from Beckham. "How can a 
man who's supposed to prose-
cute the law provide protection 
from it?" he asked. 

The Howard subpoena indicat-
ed that he also knew Ferrie in 
1963 during the course of 
several visits to New Orleans. 

The document said Howard 
was engaged in CIA-sponsored 
guerrilla training in Florida for 
raids on Cuba, that he was 
active in the "Free Cuba" 
movements in Florida, Louisi-
ana and Texas, and that he as-
sociated with Ferrie and others 
at 531 Lafayette. 

If further stated that 
Howard checked into the Dal-
las YMCA in October, 1963, 

was t 	m power in 1959 
by Fiat Castro. 

Hall admitted being active in 

the "Free Cuba" movement, 
collecting equipment" from Cal-
ifornia, Texas and Florida and 
"executing raids on Cuba." The 
raids, he added, involved 
"blowing up bridges, starting 
fires in sugar cane fields, knock-
ing out radio antennas -- any-
thing we could do like that." 

He said the raids went on for 
about a year until a boat he 
was on was stopped by CIA 
agents. "They confiscated ev-
erything we had but let me go. 
I was never charged with any-
thing," Hall asserted. 

About his Dallas trip, Hall 
stated that he was arrested be-
fore he got to the YMCA. He 
saicthe was jailed "for one day 
for itivedtigation — but for what 
I never found out. The charges 
were dropped. I was released 
and I went straight to the 
YMCA." 

Hall denied ever bringing a 
weapon to Dallas. 
The Beckham subpena 

charged that he was in associa-
tion with Ferrie and various 
other individuals at 531 Lafa-
yette st. The Lafayette st. ad-
dress was identified as the 
same ' office building described 
as 544 Camp st.—the address 
used on leaflets handed out by 
Oswald in New Orleans during 
the summer of 1963. 

Beckharn's subpena contend-
ed he was further connected 
with Ferrie in that both were 
ordained priests in the "Old Or-
thodox Catholic Church of North 
America." 

The subpena said Beckham 
operated a "Cuban mission" on 
Rampart st. and was "in ac-
tive association with certain 
Cuban exiles in New Orleans in 
whose company Lee Oswald was 
seen." 

The document said Beckham 
has knowledge of CIA-sponsored 
guerrilla training conducted 
near New Orleans, adding he 
has knowledge of intelligence 
activities occurring in the of-
fice of W. Guy Banister. (Ban-
ister • was former head of the 
Chicago office of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation.) 

LINK ALLEGED 
It said Beckham was report-

ed to be in Dallas in Novem-
ber, 1963, with one Cuban exile 
and that a number of those 
persons with whom he was in 
contact in New Orleans and 
Dallas "are believed to have  

played ?Tart in the assassina-
tion." 

Garrison, in his press re-
lease, said Beckham was orig-
inally from New Orleans and 
was an associate of Ferrie and 
Sergio Arcacha, former Cuban 
exile leader in New Orleans 
now living in Dallas. 

Beckham, who lists himself as 
a bishop of the Universal Life 
Church and entertains with 
Western music under the name 
of Mark Evans, said in Omaha 
Friday night that he met Fer-
rie "for about 10 minutes—long 
enough to say hello and good-
bye" several years ago. 

MENTIONS MARTIN 

He claimed he was introduced 
to Ferrie, "who hadmmkipper-
natural stuff for halt --ff NO/ 
Orleans private inveitigator 
Jack Martin. 	• 

Beckham said that the only 
time he has been in Dallas 
was late last year, and was 
then accompanied by Dr. F. 
Lee Crisman of Tacoma, 
Wash., with whom he works 
rs a psychologist and who 
manages his entertainment 
career. 
.After claiming that he had 

never met Oswald, Beckham 
said: "all I know is that Presi-
dent Kennedy was assassinated 
and Oswald was blamed for 
it." 

Beckham said he does know 
Garrison and several of his 
staff members, adding that he 
worked as an investigator for 
Garrison for about three 
months in late 1962. He said 
there is no record of his em- 
ployment because he was 
paid in cash. He said he also 
knows William Gurvich, Gar-
rison's former chief investi-
gator who resigned and criti-
cized the DA's investigation. 
Gurvich told The Times-Pica-

yune Friday night that he 
doesn't "ever recall meeting a 
Mr. Beckham. 

"He would never have had an 
occasion to meet me," said Gur-
vich. "I was not a member of 
Garrison's staff at the time 
Beckham claims to have worked 
for him. We travel in different 
circles." 

REFUSE TO RETURN 
Beckham said he will not re-

turn to New Orleans because 
"if I did I would destroy my-
self. If Garrison is sincere he 
can come up here and question 
me. I'm not running from any-
thing and I'm willing to take a 
lie detector test." 

Beckham said he was in  

and remained in the city until 
the Kennedy slaying. It said 
he was in contact with Ruby 
and other individuals believed 
to have been involved in the 
assassination. 
Garrison, in his press release, 

said Howard was also known 

by his "war name" of Alonzo 

Escurido. "In the early 1960s he 

was a close companion of Loren 

Hall's in guerilla activity in 

Florida. He later met Hall in 
Dallas in the fall of 1963," 
Garrison stated. 

The subpoenas were issued 
by Criminal District Judge 
Matthew S. Braniff. Each 
subpoena grants the witness im-
munity, from prosecutionlf he 
oheys the summons. 
!,In hit statement, Garrison ac-
ansed the Warren Commission 
of trying "to hide the fact that 
for the first time in American 
history, a coup d'etat had oc-
curred, resulting in the care-
fully planned execution of a 
President . . " 

He said President Kennedy 
"plainly was shot from a num-
ber of different directions." 

He also contended that the 
American people have never 
been told the names of 10 men 
who were arrested in Dealey 
Plaza in Dallas minutes after 
the assassination. 

"They later were quietly re-
leased after the murder of (po-
lice) officer (J. D.) Tippit, in 
another part of Dallas, provid-
ed the necessary diversion to 
cover their release," Garrison 
said. His investigation has iden-
tified some of these 10 men as 
participants in the assassina-
tion, he added. 
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sistant DA Charles R. Ward 
said Friday night that he feels 
there is "a snide inference" in 
the Defense Department's re-
port on Garrison's military rec-
ord. 

("Jim Garrison is still a mem-
ber of the U.S. Army Reserve 
and holds a commission as a 
lieutenant colonel," added Ward. 
"It is very unlikely that any-
one with any psychological 
problem would be allowed to 
hold the rank of lieutenant 
colonel.") 

The Pentagon said it has been 
queried by "numerous newsmen 
concerning the military back-
ground" of Garrison. In re-
sponse, it issued this statement: 

"James C. Garrison, currently 
a lieutenant colonel, United 
States Army Reserve, not on 
active duty, served as a mem-
ber of the Louisiana Army Na-
tional Guard and the National 
Guard of the United States on 
four separate occasions begin-
ning with his initial enlistment 
in June, 1939, and terminating 
with his resignation on Feb. 28, 
1967. 

"He was a lieutenant colonel, 
National Guard of the United 
States, at the time of resigna-
tion. Automatically (and by 
law) he became a member of 
the United States Army Reserve 

at the time of resignation from 
the National Guard of the United 
States. 

He was on duty as an enlisted 
man from Jan. 13, 1941, to June 
22, 1942. He was commissioned 
on June 23, 1942, and served to 
March 1, 1946. He was stationed 
at Ft. Sill, Olt/a.; Camp Roberts, 
Calif.; Pecos, . Tex.; Camp 
Rucker, Ala.; and the European 
theater of operations. 

"He was separated at Ft. Dix, 
N. J. He was recalled to active 
duty on July 24, 1951, and served 
until Oct. 31, 1951. He was initial-
ly assigned to Ft. Sill, Okla. 
During the period August, 1951, 
to October, 951, he was assigned 
to the U.S. Army hospital, Ft. 
Sill, Okla., and to. Brooke Army 
Hospital, Ft. Sam Houston, Tex. 

"Published orders state that 
he was released from active 
duty by reason of physical dis-
ability in the grade of captain 
on Oct. 31, 1951. 

"Information contained in per-
sonal, medical and similar files 
will not be released to the pub-
lic without the written permis-
sion of the , person concerned. 
The Army is conducting an in-
vestigation to determine if any 
such information about James 
C. Garrison's service has been 
released from official Army 
sources. 

THE TIMES-PICAYUNE, NEW ORLEANS, 

Pentagon Reports 
Garrison Service 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
defense department said Fri-
day James C. Garrison, New 
Orleans district attorney, "was 
released from• active duty by 
reason of physical disability" 
in the rank of captain. 

The pentagon said he was re-
leased Oct. 31, 1951, and that 
he served as a member of the 
National Guard on four separ-
ate occasions beginning with 
his enlistment in June, 1939, and 
ending with his resignation last 
Feb. 28. 

"Information contained in 
personal, medical and similar 
files will not be released to the 
public without the written per-
mission of the person concern-
ed," the Defense Department  
said. 

It added that the Army is 
"conducting an investigation to 
determine if any such informa-
tion about James C. Garrison's 
service has been released from 
official Army sources." 

Garrison has become a na-
tional stormenter through his 
investigation of the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Ken-
nedy. Garrison insists the kill- 
ing in Dallas was the result 
of a conspiracy, hatched in part 
in New Orleans, and was not 
the deed of Lee Harvey Os-
wald, acting without confeder-
ates. 

h e Warren Commission 
which investigated the assassi- 
nation named Oswald as the 
killer and said it found no evi-
dence of a conspiracy. 

In New Orleans, Chief As- 
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