
Dear Dave, 	
11/14/90 

I m sorry you, Gerry and Jerry cwho has a b
ad knee) could not have been here 

yesterday to enjoy my two eurpise visitors,
 two now middle-aged anti-Castroites who 

figure in the official investigations of th
e JFK assassination, Jerry 2atrick Hemming 

and Boy Hargraves. Hemming phoned from the 
aaRC offices in DC yesterday morning to ask

 

if they could come, I asked him to use penc
il and paper and write the directions down,

 

and believe it or not, he did, he got off t
he expressway at the correct exit and then 

got lost making only the two turns required
 to get here. Driving a not inexpensive and

 

new van. 

It seems they are working for Bud ensterwal
d and his Kssassinations archives and 

Research Center on the Ricky White concocti
on that his father, Roscoe, was one of JFK'

s 

assassins. Trying, as they correctly under5
tand Bud's attitude, to prove that this fai

ry 

tale is or can be true - after all that has com
e to light and all that I've told Bud 

that proves it isn't and can't be true! The
y understand that Bud is a true believer, t

hat 

Jim teear tends to' agree with him and feel 
as he does, that Kevin Walsh is troubled by 

it in whait they can't identify, and that Ma
rk alien is openly skeptical. 

It was not easy to present to them the disp
roofs that I have because Hammine wanted 

to recall his past and the people he met an
d what he then was doing and tended to 

monopolize, but Hargraves did make some not
es. I gave them the items of disproof of 

the details of this concoction and the titl
es of the books that were plagiarized. They

 

had seen a copy of the novel, Promises to Ke
ep, at the aaite offices and had a copy of 

ijopkin's with them, The Second Oswald. 

Hemming seems not to have aged as much as I
'd have expected from the kind of life 

he leads but his 6'6" body now bulges at the belly more than mine
 does and Hargraves 
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puffs out a bit there. I last saw Henning 22 years ago and / d never seen //aril-raves 

before. He surprised me, however, by quotin
g the BoDeet frost poem from which the nove

l 

gets its title, Promises To "eep. 

Hemming, who has detested hall for Years, D
oran Hall, that is, confirmed what one 

of my Baltimore police friends lwho'd been 
here earlier in the day and through lunch w

ith 

his girl friend) told me, that Hall and his
 son had been arrested in 6klahoma selling 

some kind of dope pills to raise money for 
the Contras and were in jail for it. 

I was curious about some of the story Hall 
had given ne on a number of occasions, 

for the first time irthree days of intervie
ws of him when he was in real pain from an 

illnesss,j do not recall in a Veteran's adm
itstration hospital in Los angeles, the hos

pi-

tal that was destroyed later in an earthwuak
e, at 1..St more than a decade agog He does 

confirm part of Hall's story, that Castro h
ad him .ailed with Santos 4 rafficante. My 

recollection is that nail said in the same 
cell. hemming, who says he then visited Hal

l 

during his detention in what he says had be
en a_mental hospital, says Hall was in the 

cell next to it but that he was prmit- A:d to sE.hre the food the mafia boss was bale to 
_./ 	

.. 

have sent in. 

Not that any of their pasts is relevant to 
the JFK assassination, although it did 

figure in the investigations. With regard t
o the one real link, of the men who appeare

d 

at ylvia Odio's apartment in Dallas just be
fore the assassination with one presented t

o 

her as Leon Oswald, who said JFK should be 
killed and he would show them how, both dis

-

agree with the account that one was Hall. T
hey seem to have had some kind of connectio

n 

ilk 
with the L;hristic nstitute and that suit ag

ainst the Cie. over the bombing that was to 

have killed Eden store for the Contras and
 instead wounded the corrspondalt '

1Ony 

twirgnan and others. They claim that, in ne
mming's word, which is not easy to accept 

without confirmation, t ey are 99`i sure that the man they think was at Odio's 
is the man 

who was responsible foe that bombing. 

I made no effort to make notes and 1 think 
it is not the significance of our 

conversation that would have interested you
 but what these men said about their pasts 
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and those of other now middle-aged soldiers of fortune. I teajed Hemming a bit about some of this and those we spoke about, like Robert a. i±:eown, publisher of soldier of Fortune magazine, They see each other often so 1  sake(' 444-rto telll.own that he still owes me a Colorado double-bladjbd axe, not that I can now use it. Ile says that the court decision against 5rown and his magazine was reversed on appeal. If you do not remember, he was sued because someone responding to an ad in the magazine killed someone for th4 person who responded to that ad. and if you have forgotten .°rown s link with the JFK investigation, he had been offered a large sum of money by a southern California Arab dentist to kill JFK and thousands of members of americans for Democratic action and if I recall correctly, Jews, and had not reported this to the FBI. To'which he later confirmed it when a student to whom he'd blabbed tAat story did tell the FBI. 
/2/ Whee I kidded KAII Hemming about his open planning of a ho skip-and-jump /mat invasion of Cuba via Haiti in 4y presence, Larry Howard of th- jFK investigation with us in Hemming's Hl ?trite apartment,and this included his phone conversations about it, 4ie response was that while they did riot get to invade Haiti, pley had bombed the castle, he says that Howard 4avis, who had been Haul 'astro'esgrpereoriieilot, flew the plane that did the bombing. Howie Davis is in the FBI records. 

llemning claims to have met Roscoe White in Dallas in 1964 and that under FOIa he has gotten FBI records that confirm this. a asked hie for copies and he said he'd send ahem but if I get them I'll be surprised. He does acknowledge that that does not con- firm Ricky white's story. 
1 

I don t know how they are financed but a think it is not Gntirely by Bud because they had just left there and here J- had to direct them to the Weete a union office where we waited for Hemming, who returned from it with the money he said had been waiting for him in Washington. From where we went to supper. Which was large for both. and Lil noticed that Hemming did not leave a tip. I paid our snare while they were still eating, at Carmack's, where you like the scrapple, and paid the tip at the same time, for our share._ 

(i. Hargraves surprised me not only because he quot d /rout lit because of his interest in ourlhistoryand even in old buildings anu architecture. Ile expressed interest in the older local buildings past ahich 1 dorected them and particular interest in the hessian Barracks now part of the deaf and dumb school campus. (The next to the top man new lives in the part of it not used for storage and loves it from a story in the local paper.) This building dates to the evolutionary War and "essian tropps were housed in it, thus the name. Hergreves alsp was appreciative of the moving of the ,ohri Hanson house from the other side of West Patrick Street, brick for brick, and beine rebuilt aseeart la: the new county courthouse .- ael.raves is better educatied and better read than Pemming and he again surprised me by his knowledge of the obscure novel - had been asked to read by a conservative friend, a Canticle for Leibowitz, ilS -1- thought it would, it interested them when I told them that the friend who loaned it to me is the brother-in-la, of Aiani's mayor, Suarez, one of the Cubans who have become prominent in Florida's political life. 
They did talk(' (alto a bit aeout the so-called training for an invasion of Luba on ao-Name Key. I asked rgrevee for hie veesion of the death of one of them, Collins, from ti  drowning when he was a skulled diver. It hap ,tined in shallow water endHargreves says it was while Collins was drunk. #e sais that eollins made out well diving for tropi :al fish to sell but that he was the kind of drunk who got nasty whe drubk, anj tended to wildnesss. 'his matter used to interest the earlier Nuts in thy. J.-2K case. 
With regarlko the l',arualicher-Carcenno rifle ofilcaldoese says Oeweld used, it just happens that the Baltimore policeman, who teaches an assassinations eourse at a community college, had just thut—iiiiiikaffidornini; returned mine that he'd borrowed. aremming then made graphic and detailed explanations to "arcri:4ve of its many thn'ects. Ne said that in those early anti-Cetro days they hell been offered a quantity of these rifles and refused to accept them, they were that bad, that ueneeroue. ,,thi he euplained and demonstrated some of the hazards, one I recall that could put the shooter's eye out. They laughed and laughed about anyone even thinking th t such a weapon woulu be used in such a job. HeLathee did 
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say that Roscoe White had a quantity of them. I asked him what calibre, because I knew Ricky had specified 7.65 inst ad of 6.5, and he said it was 7.65. 
Hargraves is not the braggard hemming is and he didn,t once raise his voice. I found myself wondering how he had become involved in those kinds of ativites so long ago and had continued in them since then. Both seem to be working as investigators now. I did not ask them for any details on this other than the ostensible purpose of their visit. But in the course of our conversation, Hemming did confirm aspects of what 1102l had told me of his transporting of weapons and other things from the west coat to ''lorida back in the 1963 months that are in the Pei reports. ;ester Logue, a wealthy Dallas right-winger, did confirm that Hall had left a trailer load of this stuff in his Garage, as Nall hed told me. I think but I'm not sure that was the time Hall was arrested with it after.the JI11;1 administration had begun to 4amp down on those ac-dAties. 
They had expected Jim and Mark alien to still be working at 8 last night because they expected to speak to them then when they phoned. instead they left a message for Jim on his neswering machine that they'd be in touch this morning. They stayed at the Masser motel because it is the old-fashioned kind, of individual cabins, and they ifoo wanted to have the van with what it held, particularly records, to be close to their room, for security reasons. I think also bee use tkey liked the rate of ;04.00, which is so much less than they've been paying. They lighed about their first accomodations in the DC area because after they checked in they leadned it was a black cat house. They did not find it of interest to them when I told then that where Uestern Union now is, at the truckers' truck-stop/motel, has the reputation of also being a whorehouse.14.his is to say that they were not interested in women and Ax but in the kind of accomodations they wanted for security and economy. Economy indicates that whoever is eaying their e-penses is not overly-generous with money. It makes me suspect thet their interest in this involvement is not financial. They obviously had little money when they got here because they Seid they had to get the koney at Western pinion or they'd note have money for supper and the motel unless they did. 

although their connections at least of the past seem to have been with right- ti wingers and their anti-Communist pasts if not resent seems to include them as right-wingers they spoke of right-wingers they named sia in a kdeprecating manner and seemed to be saying they they were not of such beliefs. 

If hemming wens truthful, it seems that Jim Garrison tried to interest them in working for or with him. hemming did jiiy that some of those whose names came up in Garrison's talk, like Larry Labodde, had CIA. coneectione, as contract agents. But they cou/d not specify any reason for the CIS,, to use the likes of Roscie White as a contr act agent. They could think of no service he could render as a contract agent. They had little knowledge of Joe West or Gary Shaw or the preacher named Shaw who is part of the4dhite story and in general it 	apparent that although they kne,; of lopkin's book and had seen the novel, Bud and aim had not cued them in on the disproof of it that 1  gare them. They knew of the rupture between West and the Dallas center but not that West had continued to be connected with it through the Ricky li■ hite press conference it staged for him. Li terms of their investigation, when .Ltold them I had the AN wire copy to it they did not ask to see it. They did not know that Ricky's first ghost writer was the former Dallas mope cop ashire who uses the pen-name andereon and did not know, although Bud et all are well aware of it, that he put an outline of .Iicky's story on paper. I did not tell them I had a copy At suggested they ought look him up when they are in Dallas again. I know that when 	sent Kevin down to investigate because Jim doubted part of the story at the least, Kevin gave him an account of his intervie. of Anderson, tiTe name in Aevin's report. So, I wonder what kind of investigation bud et al really want when they keep this kind of dis-proof of what Kicky has been saying from their investigators. 
how these people waste their time and money!!! only to in th end magnify the destruc ion of all credibility by their nuttiness and the attention they get for it! These two seem to understand that Bud is anxious to br ak the: case open and nothing else in-terestIhim. It did not seem to discourage them a bit. In haste this eearly, morning, before I go out for the papers and then do my walking, ,ith beet to you all, ic  tt„,„eff 


