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Joseph K
raft  

H
aldem

an's D
isclosure: A

 T
aw

dry A
ffair 

H
ad B

ob H
aldem

an chosen to w
rite a 

serio
u
s b

o
o
k
 ab

o
u
t R

ich
ard

'N
ix

o
n
 h

e 
could have m

ade a contribution to his-
tb

ry
. In

stead
 h

e d
ecid

ed
 to

 g
o
 fo

r a 
socko revelation. 
, H

e then apparently drew
 back before 

the legal im
plications. T

he upshot is a 
taw

d
ry

 b
u
sin

ess fo
r ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 in

-
Y

olved. 
• D

espite the niagara of m
aterial w

rit- 
ten

 an
d
 sp

o
k
en

 b
y
 an

d
 ab

o
u
t N

ix
o
n
, 

larg
e h

isto
ric q

u
estio

n
s rem

ain
. H

o
w

 
w

as it possible for som
eone so ill at ease 

w
ith people to rise so far in A

m
erican 

politics, and to serve as president? 
▪
 W

hat is the connection betw
een N

ix- 
o
n
's o

ften
 fo

o
lish

 co
m

m
en

ts an
d
 h

is 
cap

acity
 to

 m
ak

e so
m

e co
n
sid

erab
le 

d
ecisio

n
s in

 b
o
th

 d
o
m

estic p
o
litics 

and foreign affairs?.H
ow

 did it happen 
th

at th
e m

an
 w

h
o
 cam

e o
n
 to

 A
rth

u
r 

B
u
rn

s an
d
 H

en
ry

 K
issin

g
er as h

ig
h
ly

 
an

aly
tical, co

u
ld

 
be 

a b
lasp

h
em

o
u
s 

crook in his dealings w
ith m

any other 
P

eople? 
H

aldem
an w

as in good position to an-
sw

er at least so
m

e o
f th

o
se q

u
estio

n
s. 

H
e saw

 N
ixon plain. H

e reinforces w
ith 

new
 m

aterial the now
 w

idespread im
-

pression that N
ixon tired easily, had a  

foul tem
per and often concentrated on 

details w
hile ignoring m

ajor m
atters. 

B
u
t n

o
 p

ictu
re o

f th
e w

h
o
le m

an
 is 

painted. Instead, H
aldem

an falls back 
on the w

holly inadequate view
s, previ-

o
u
sly

 ad
v
an

ced
 in

 o
th

er b
o
o
k
s, ab

o
u
t 

the good N
ixon and the bad N

ixon, the 
light side and the dark side. 

F
ailin

g
 d

eep
 p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical in

sig
h
t, 

H
aldem

an could fall back on a store of 
d
etailed

 in
fo

rm
atio

n
, im

p
o
rtan

t b
e-

cause it cam
e from

 him
. In one episode 

that I know
 particularly w

ell, the bug-
g
in

g
 o

f m
y
 h

o
m

e in
 G

eo
rg

eto
w

n
 an

d
 

m
y hotel room

 in P
aris, H

aldem
an con-

firm
s som

e suspicions that w
ere never 

proved. 
H

e say
s th

at N
ix

o
n
 p

erso
n
ally

 o
r-

dered the bugging in each case,. H
e says 

that those buggings w
ere the first crim

-
in

al actio
n
s u

n
d
ertak

en
 b

y
 N

ix
o
n
 as 

p
resid

en
t H

e in
tim

ates th
at th

e p
u
r-

pose of the bugging w
as to get inform

a-
tion on w

hat H
enry K

issinger w
as say-

in
g
 ab

o
u
t N

ix
o
n
 to

 o
u
tsid

ers. In
d
i-

rectly, in other w
ords, he places at the 

ro
o
t o

f all th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se h

o
rro

rs 
N

ixon's neurotic suspicions. 
B

u
t H

ald
em

an
 affects to

 g
o
 w

ay
 

beyond all allegation and intim
ation. A

 
good exam

ple is w
hat has been billed as  

th
e "tru

e sto
ry

" o
f th

e m
issin

g
 1

8
1
/2

 
m

in
u
tes o

n
 th

e tap
e o

f H
ald

em
an

's 
m

eeting w
ith N

ixon on the first W
hite 

H
o
u
se w

o
rk

 d
ay

 after th
e W

aterg
ate 

b
u
rg

la
ry

. In
 d

isc
u
ssin

g
 th

e
 1

8
1
/2

 
m

in
u
tes H

ald
em

an
 p

u
rp

o
rts to

 h
av

e 
N

ix
o
n
 co

n
fessin

g
 th

at h
e h

ad
 an

o
th

er 
W

hite H
ouse aide, C

harles C
olson, ar-

range the burglary through the form
er 

C
IA

 em
ploye, H

ow
ard H

unt, in order to 
g
et so

m
e d

irt o
n
 th

e D
em

o
cratic n

a-
tio

n
al ch

airm
an

, L
aw

ren
ce O

'B
rien

, 
a
n
d
 th

e
 la

te
 in

d
u
stria

list H
o
w

a
rd

 
H

ughes. 
T

he book attributes to N
ixon the fol-

low
ing com

m
ent: "I w

as on C
olson's tail 

for m
onths to nail L

arry O
'B

rien on the 
H

u
g
h
es d

eal. C
o
lso

n
 to

ld
 m

e h
e w

as 
g
o
in

g
 to

 g
et th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 I w

an
ted

 
o
n
e w

ay
 o

r th
e o

th
er. A

n
d
 th

at w
as 

O
'B

rien
's o

ffice th
ey

 w
ere b

u
g
g
in

g
, 

w
asn't it? A

n
d
 w

h
o
's b

eh
in

d
 it? C

o
l-

son's boy, H
unt? C

hrist." 
B

u
t H

ald
em

an
 h

ad
 p

rev
io

u
sly

 testi-
fied

 u
n
d
er o

ath
 th

at h
e h

ad
 n

o
 k

n
o
w

l-
ed

g
e o

f w
h
at w

as o
n
 th

e m
issin

g
 sec-

tio
n
 o

f tap
e. H

e co
u
ld

 n
o
t m

ak
e th

e 
above accusation directly w

ithout fac-
ing a perjury rap. Instead he says that 
th

e co
m

m
en

t attrib
u
ted

 to
 N

ix
o
n
 d

u
r-

in
g
 th

e 1
81/2 m

inutes w
as "reconstruc- 

tio
n
"—

"th
e w

ay
 th

e co
n
v
ersatio

n
 

m
ight have gone," 
S

im
ilar evasions characterize his ac-

counts o
f a g

reat m
an

y
 o

th
er m

atters. 
S

o the H
aldem

an book brings no con-
clusive evidence to bear on such ques-
tio

n
s as w

h
eth

er N
ix

o
n
 k

n
ew

 o
f th

e 
b
u
rg

lary
 in

 ad
v
an

ce, o
r ap

p
ro

v
ed

 th
e 

coverup. 
In

 ad
v
an

ce b
riefin

g
s fo

r p
u
b
licity

 
p
u
rp

o
ses, h

o
w

ev
er, H

ald
em

an
's p

u
b
-

U
shers claim

ed that the book answ
ered 

th
o
se q

u
estio

n
s d

ecisiv
ely

 an
d
 also

 
threw

 new
 m

aterial on such m
atters as 

th
e ro

le o
f th

e C
en

tral In
tellig

en
ce 

A
g
en

cy
 an

d
 th

e id
en

tity
 o

f th
e W

h
ite 

H
ouse leak know

n as "D
eep T

hroat." In 
fact, the book did not give useful infor-
m

ation on those m
atters. B

ut from
 the 

bogus claim
s it w

as only one step to the 
corridors of gossip and then a jum

p to a 
break of the publication date. 

In
 retro

sp
ect, ev

ery
b
o
d
y
 in

v
o
lv

ed
 

ought to have at least a red face. A
lso a 

stro
n
g
 sen

se th
at th

o
se o

f u
s in

 th
e 

p
ress an

d
 telev

isio
n
 are all g

o
in

g
 to

 
have to be m

ore responsible if w
e ex-

p
ect to

 earn
 p

u
b
lic resp

ect an
d
 co

n
-

tinue to enjoy the special privileges of 
the F

irst A
m

endm
ent 
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