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It’s Haldeman’s Turn To Ti allc

Reuter

NEW YORK—Former White House
Chief of Staff H. R. (Bob) Haldeman
has broken his long silence on the
Watergate scandal in a book consid-
ered so “hot” that its publishers are
treating it as one executive put it,
SFlike literary plutonium."

According to executives at the
book’s publishing house, Times Books,
security men guarded each stage of
the production process to make cer-
tain there were .no leaks and only
those who absolutely must could see
the book.

Instead of using computers to set
the type, the publishers used “hot”
type and melted it down every day.
Executives drove to the printer in the
middle of the night and stayed until
the proofs were made; Book of the
Month club judges were given only
one night to read the book. (They
chose ‘it as a major selection.) Even
the book's promoters were not per-
mitted to read the book it advance,
the publisher said,

Meanwhile, top executives in New
York publishing are predicting—sight
unseen—that Haldeman's book, “ThLe
Ends of Power," will become the num-
ber one best seller in the United
States when it is published Feb. 27.

(Times Books president Thomas Lips-
scomb said yesterday the first print-
ing would be 275,000 copies.)

Booksellers are ordering thousards
of copies of the book even though not
a word of it has been leaked or re-
viewed.

In the book, according to the pub-

lisher, the imprisoned Haldeman says
what was in the celebrated 18%-min-
vte White House tape that was
erased. {
. He claims the publisher reveals
the identity of “deep throat,” the ma-
jor source for reporters Bob Wood-
ward and Carl Bernstein’s Watergate
expose; tells when his former men-
tor, President Nixon, learned about
the June 1972 break-in at Democratic
National Headquarters in Washing-
ton’s Watergate complex; tells what
Nixon's reaction was, how much he
knew and when he knew it. | .

When. Haldeman first proposed a
book, he had been a man committed
to silence. In four years his only in-
terviews on Watergate, with Mike
Wallace, of CBS television, revealed
almost nothing. Because CBS report-
edly paid Haldeman $100,000 for the
interviews and received little in re-

turn, book publiahers were reluctanc
to buy Haldeman’s book.

But T!mes Books, which is subsidi-
ary of the New York Times news-
paper, took the chance. Lipscomb then
began what assoclates in his firm
call “an evolutionary process” in
which the former White House chief
of staff dramatically changed his out-
look. Haldeman's loyalty to Nixon
erumbled. It fell apart as he prepared
ot enter Lompoc¢ Prison in California
for a term that will see him freed
next April. As he prepared to go to
jail, his ex-boss took part in his now-
famous interviews with British tele-
vision personality David Frost. The
interviews destroyed Haldeman's loy-
alty.

After the Nixon-Frost interviews
were aired, Haldeman said, “I feel
now that I have to challenge Pres-
ident Nixon's explanation of the cov-
er-up, 1 have made a decision to put
aside a book I have been working on
for the past several years and move
ahead full steam on the personal in-
side story of Watergate.

First word of Haldeman's book is
expected ta come on February 20,
when Newsweek Magazine begins the
first of a two-part condenfation.



