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T

H
E

  W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

U
.S

. Issu
in

g L
icen

ses for H
aiti A

rm
s 

B
y T

erri S
haw

 
and Irw

in G
oodw

in 
W

ash
in

gton
 P

ost S
taff W

riter 

T
h
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 h

a
s
 

q
u

ielty
 resu

m
ed

 issu
in

g
 licen

-
se

s fo
r th

e
 sa

le
 o

f a
rm

s to
 

H
aiti th

ro
u
g
h
 a M

iam
i-b

ased
 

co
n
cern

 w
ith

 clo
se ties to

 th
e 

reg
im

e o
f P

resid
en

t-fo
r-L

ife 
Jean C

laude D
uvalier. 

T
h
e
re

 h
a
v
e
 a

lso
 b

e
e
n
 re

-
p
o
rts th

at th
e sam

e co
m

p
an

y
, 

A
ero

trad
e, h

as su
p

p
lied

 sev
-

eral U
S

: v
eteran

s to
 train

 H
ai-

ti's n
ew

 co
u
n
terin

su
rg

en
cy

 
force, called the L

eopards, and 
H

aiti's sm
all C

o
ast G

u
ard

. 
H

aitian
 ex

iles say
 th

ey
 fear 

th
e d

ev
elo

p
m

en
ts m

ay
 fo

res-
hadow

 a resum
ption of official 

U
.S

. m
ilitary aid to H

aiti, 
M

ilitary
 an

d
 eco

n
o
m

ic aid
 

to
 th

e C
arib

b
ean

 n
atio

n
 w

as 
cut off in the early 1980s, offi-
d
a
ily

 b
e
c
a
u
se

 it w
a
s fe

lt In
 

'W
ash

in
g

to
n
 th

at th
e assist-

ance w
as being m

isused by the 
dictatorial regim

e of P
resident 

F
rancois D

uvalier. 
D

uvalier died last A
pril and 

w
a
s su

c
c
e
e
d
e
d
 b

y
 h

is so
n
. 

M
o
st o

f th
e th

o
u
san

d
s o

f H
ai-

tia
n

s w
h
o

 fle
d

 d
u

rin
g

 th
e
 

eld
er D

u
v
alier's g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
h
av

e ig
n
o
red

 th
e y

o
u
n
g
er D

u
-

v
alier's in

v
itatio

n
 to

 retu
rn

, 
ap

p
aren

tly
 b

ecau
se th

ey
 fear 

th
a
t th

e
 c

h
a
ra

c
te

r o
f th

e
 is-

la
n

d
's g

o
v

e
rn

m
e
n

t h
a
s n

o
t 

changed. 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t so
u
rces 

co
n

firm
ed

 rep
o

rts fro
m

 ex
iles 

a
n
d
 o

th
e
r th

a
t A

e
ro

tra
d
e
 is 

registered as H
aiti's arm

s-pur- 

ch
asin

g
 ag

en
t in

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. It sh
ares an

 o
ffice in

 
M

iam
i w

ith
 A

ir H
aiti, a tw

o
-

plane cargo line m
ost of w

hich 
is o

w
n
ed

 b
y
 L

u
ck

n
er C

am
-

b
ro

n
n

e H
aiti's m

in
ister o

f th
e 

in
te

ro
r a

n
d
 d

e
fe

n
se

. A
e
ro

-
trad

e o
w

n
s 3

0
 p

er cen
t o

f A
ir 

H
aiti, w

hich m
akes nonsched-

u
led

 flig
h
ts b

etw
een

 P
o
rt au

 
P

rin
c
e
, M

ia
m

i a
n
d
 P

u
e
rto

 
R

ico. 
A

 S
tate D

epartm
ent official 

w
h
o

 ask
ed

 th
at h

is n
am

e n
o

t 
be used said A

erotrade w
as is-

su
ed

 licen
ses d

u
rin

g
 th

e p
ast 

tw
o years to export hand guns, 

sem
i-autom

atic rifles, am
m

uni-
tion, and "a couple of arm

ored 
personnel carriers" to H

aiti, 
A

erotrade Q
ueried 

T
h
e
 o

ffic
ia

l sa
id

 h
e
 h

a
s 

q
u

ierled
 A

ero
trad

e ab
o

u
t re-

p
o
rts th

at th
e co

m
p
an

y
 is also

 
tra

in
in

g
 th

e
 H

a
itia

n
 a

rm
e
d
 

force. 
"If th

ey
 h

av
e en

tered
 in

to
 

an
y

 ag
reem

en
t to

 g
iv

e tech
n

i-
c
a
l a

ssista
n
c
e
 th

e
y
 h

a
v
e
 to

 
co

m
e to

 u
s fo

r p
erm

issio
n
 to

 
do so," the official said. 

T
h
e o

fficial said
 h

e co
u
ld

 
n
o
t "re

c
a
ll" th

a
t th

e
re

 w
a
s 

ev
er a "fo

rm
al aem

b
arg

o
" o

n
 

th
e sale o

f arm
s to

 H
aiti b

y
 

p
riv

ate in
d
iv

id
u
als o

r co
m

p
a-

n
ies. H

o
w

ev
er, h

e ad
m

itted
 

th
at few

 ex
p
o
rt licen

ses w
ere 

issued after U
.S

. aid to the re-
gim

e of F
rancois D

uvalier w
as 

suspended. . 
A

 so
u

rce clo
se to

 th
e H

ai-
tian governm

ent said the C
ar-

ibbean nation had been buying  

m
ach

in
ery

, airp
lan

es, jeep
s, 

h
alf-track

s, g
u
n
s an

d
 sp

are 
p
a
rts fro

m
 A

e
ro

tra
d
e
 fo

r 
about three years. 

H
e said

 A
ir H

aiti flew
 th

e 
a
rm

s fro
m

 M
ia

m
i to

 H
a
iti 

along w
ith unfinished textiles, 

electrical ap
p
lian

ces an
d
 m

e-
ch

an
ical p

arts. T
h
e lin

e's tw
o
 

p
lan

es arc a D
C

-6
 an

d
 a lu

m
-

b
erin

g
 W

o
rld

 W
ar II v

in
tag

e 
C

4
6

 carg
o

 p
lan

e, cap
ab

le o
f 

carry
in

g
 p

ack
ag

ed
 p

lan
es an

d
 

half-tracks. 
A

e
ro

tra
d
e
's a

c
tiv

itie
s in

 
H

aiti first cam
e to

 th
e n

o
tice 

o
f th

e fo
reig

n
 p

ress w
h

en
 th

e 
5

6
0

-m
an

 fo
rce o

f "L
eo

p
ard

s" 
m

arched in the N
ov. 18 A

rm
y 

D
a
y
 p

a
ra

d
e
. A

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 
so

m
e rep

o
rts, U

.S
. "ad

v
isers" 

m
arched w

ith the antiguerrilla 
u
n
its, an

d
 an

 o
fficer o

f A
ero

-
trad

e, Jam
es 0

. B
y
ers, sto

o
d
 

o
n
 th

e rev
iew

in
g
 stan

d
 w

ith
 

y
o
u
n
g
 P

resid
en

t D
u
v
alier an

d
 

U
.S

. A
m

b
assad

o
r C

lin
to

n
 R

. 
K

nox. 
A

 H
aitian

 w
h
o
 w

as In
 P

o
rt 

a
n

 P
rin

c
e
 a

t th
e
 tim

e
 sa

id
 

n
e
w

s o
f th

e
 U

.S
. v

e
te

ra
n

s 
train

in
g
 th

e L
eo

p
ard

s w
as th

e 
ta

lk
 o

f P
o
rt a

u
 P

rin
c
e
, a

n
d
 

"everyone thinks the U
.S

. gov-
ernm

ent has resum
ed aid." 

A
ttem

pts to interview
 A

ero-
trad

e o
fficials w

ere fru
strat-

ing. 
B

o
th

 th
e S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t 
a
n
d
 th

e
 so

u
rc

e
 c

lo
se

 to
 th

e
 

H
aitian

 g
o
v
ern

m
en

t said
 th

e 
p
resid

en
t o

f A
E

R
O

T
R

A
D

E
 

w
as S

am
u
eL

U
 r...r-u

.tie an
d
 

B
yers w

as the vice president. 
H

o
w

ev
er, a m

an
 w

h
o
 en

- 

sw
ered

 A
ero

trad
e's telep

h
o
n
e 

in
 M

iam
i an

d
 id

en
tified

 h
im

-
self as U

rrutia said he w
as the 

m
a
n
a
g
in

g
 d

ire
c
to

r o
f A

ir 
H

aiti, and B
yers w

as president 
of A

erotrade. 
B

u
sin

ess F
irm

' 
B

yers refused to answ
er any 

q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t th

e co
m

p
an

y
, 

say
in

g
: "W

e're n
o
th

in
g
 b

u
t a 

business 
firm

 doing legal busi-
n

e
ss in

 th
is c

o
u
n
try

. . .a
n
d
 

have for several years." 
N

ew
s o

f A
ero

trad
e's activ

i-
ties in

 H
aiti h

as led
 to

 sp
ecu

-
lation that it m

ight be a covert 
w

ay
 fo

r th
e U

S
. g

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
to

 d
iscreetly

 rearm
 th

e D
u
v
a-

lier reg
im

e w
h
ich

 is still u
n
-

p
o
p
u
lar in

 L
atin

 A
m

erica an
d
 

am
o
n
g
 N

o
rth

 A
m

erican
 lib

er-
als. 

T
h
e w

ell-co
n
n
ected

 H
aitian

 
so

u
rc

e
 sa

id
 A

e
ro

tra
d
e
 h

a
s 

w
o
rk

ed
 fo

r M
ex

ico
, G

u
ate-

m
ala, H

o
n

d
u

ras, C
o
lo

m
b
ia, 

N
icaragua and the D

om
inican 

R
ep

u
b
lic—

th
e ty

p
e o

f C
arib

-
b
ean

 "h
o
t sp

o
ts" w

h
ere th

e 
C

IA
 has been know

 to operate. 
S

tate D
epartm

ent 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t so
u

rces 
d

en
ied

 an
y

 U
.S

. g
o

v
ern

m
en

t 
in

v
o
lv

em
en

t w
ith

 A
ero

trad
e 

o
r w

ith
 th

e su
p
p
ly

in
g
 o

f arm
s 

to
 H

aiti, o
th

er th
an

 th
e issu

-
ance of export licenses. 

T
he sources said U

.S
. aid to 

H
aiti h

ad
 b

een
 restricted

 to
 

ab
o
u
t $

3
 m

illio
n
 a y

ear in
 h

u
-

m
an

itarian
 p

ro
g

ram
s lik

e m
a-

laria control since 1963. 
S

tate D
ep

artm
en

t so
u
rces 

said
 th

at th
e H

aitian
 g

o
v

ern
- 

m
ent requested 	

lim
ited sup- 

p
ly

 o
f arm

s, m
ilitary

 eq
u
ip

-
m

en
t an

d
 cred

its" fro
m

 th
e 

U
.S

. governm
ent last sum

m
er. 

H
e said the request w

as under 
consideration. 

T
h
e item

 o
n
 H

aiti's sh
o
p
- 

p
in

g
 list c

o
n

sid
e
re

d
 m

o
st 

lik
ely

 to
 b

e ap
p
ro

v
ed

 is a re-
quest for patrol boats. T

he H
ai-

tian C
oast G

uard now
 consists 

o
f th

re
e
 v

e
ry

 o
ld

 v
e
sse

ls, 
w

h
ich

, a so
u
rce said

, are in
-

cap
ab

le "o
f th

e m
o
st elem

en
-

tary
 air-sea rescu

e," 
If th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates d
id

 ap
-

p
ro

v
e th

e req
u

est fo
r b

o
ats, it 

w
as u

n
d
ersto

o
d
, it w

o
u
ld

 b
e 

ju
stified

 o
n

 th
e b

asis th
at th

e 
b
o
ats m

ig
h
t b

e n
eed

ed
 to

 res-
cue A

m
erican pilots or sailors 

in
 tro

u
b
le

 o
ff th

e
 c

o
a
st o

f 
H

aitL 
H

aitian exiles of various po-
litical o

rien
tatio

n
s said

 th
ey

 
feared

 w
eap

o
n
s so

ld
 to

 th
e 

D
u
v
a
lie

r re
g
im

e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 

u
sed

 to
 p

u
t d

o
w

n
 o

p
p
o
sitio

n
, 

and m
aintain the dictatorship. 

L
eo

 Jo
sep

h
, ed

ito
r o

f H
aiti 

O
b

serv
ateu

r, an
 In

d
ep

en
d

en
t 

ex
ile n

ew
sp

ap
er p

u
b
lish

ed
 in

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk

, said
 th

e estab
lish

-
m

e
n

t o
f th

e
 L

e
o

p
a
rd

s w
a
s 

m
erely

 an
 attem

p
t to

 im
p

ro
v

e 
the im

age of the T
on-T

on M
a-

co
u
tes, an

 irreg
u
lar p

riv
ate 

"arm
y
" w

h
ich

 b
ecam

e w
ell 

know
n for its brutal m

ethods. 
Jo

se
p

h
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
r e

x
ile

s, 
w

h
o
 ask

ed
 th

at th
eir n

am
es 

not be published, said m
any of 

the L
eopards are form

er "m
a-

coutes." 


