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T h e equipment included 
140 rifles, about a dozen ma-
chine guns, two rocket 
launchers and about 72,000 
rounds of asserted ammuni-

Alen. There also were two 
small vessels. 

BOARDING HOUSE 

For temporary barracks, 
some of the expechtionaries 
— among whom were a few 
Americans—used Nellie 

southwest Miami. A pleasant 
woman from Arkansas, Mrs.! 
Hamilton, 74, still remem-1 
bers the "boarders." 

"They were nice boys. no, 
different from other hoard.; 
ers," she said. "1 didn't 
know what they were up tj 

Sure, sume had guns but 
thought it was [ut targeti 
practice." 

ROLANDO MASFERRER (CENTER) AND SOME OF HIS "ARMY" 

He planned to take over Haiti and use it as a base for invading Cuba 

flareitton's boarding home in 

The invaders later moved 
to keep out of the way of au-
thorities. By this dine, mid-
November, t he "Invasion'.  

was known to practically 
anyone in Miami who regu-
larly tunes in to refuere 
chit-chat along Flagler Street 
or Southwest 8th in "Little 

Havana."  

apart on Nov. 2.1 when Napo-
leon Vilabea, 29, a former 
Cuban rebel army officer, 
abandoned the little army. 
He told newsmen he had 
agreed to be.  chief of military 
oper nflons on the under-

standliv the or:Pration 
da, aiepert. iIc and Mas• 
ferru had an arTiment. he. 
said. and he quit. 

The invaeion finally found-
ered bri. 2 when U. S. cus-
toms agonts moved in and 
arrested some 75 men. Mas-
ferrer told reporters that 
"p a I d U. h. informers" 
scotched his plan. He, Father 
Georges and ethers are 
atvaltire: trial cc charges of 
conspiring to Invade Haiti.; 
old le export arms without!  

ferrer and other Cuban exiles 
have aroused little reaction 
among their compatriots In 
the Miami area. indignation 
with U. S. p ol 1 c y seems 
matched by criticism of the 
quality of leadership among 
the et.urcrit t:rq, of activists. 

'MISFITS' 

Masks Reves, tt. a Cuban 
exile who has become one of 
the leading television person-
alities in the city. sums it up 
this wie, 

"T here are undesirables 
and misfits in all societies 
and certainiy amone us Cu. 
bans here. There ore 
who prey on our natural 
anxleit as , like the plotters, 
but the worst of Cuban exiles, 
I believe is better than any 

The sclionie tmgan connitg I fRil.,rei 1  BrISCh,  Mae-I CaStreCt.1111111titliSC... 

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 


