Mr. David Margolick 1/21/93
The New Yorlk Times, Law section

229 W 4% St,,

Neuw York, NY 10036

Dear Mp. Margolick,

Nothing personal, but you've been suckered again on political assassination » this time
by HBO, (I'd appréeiate a copy of the press kit if you saved it.)If my dear fridnd Mo
Waldron were still arofm'q there and you haq' spoken to him you'q' have known. He coverasd the
two weeks of evidentiary hearing in Memphis at which Ray did, contrary to what you apparently
were told, testifg(. For several days, too. I was +ke Ray's imezﬁgator. I did the habeas
corpus investigation, based on which we got him the eﬁdeﬁ.&w l-pringf, and I did the in-
vestigating for that, producing the non-theory [#itnesses HHC will probably use and Fox TV
did use. We exculpated Ray but the judge held that guilt or innocence were not material to
what was before him., 4nd I do mean that based on my investigation we did, literally, ex—
culpate Ray at that h‘éaring. How else, with Percy Foreman his lawyer, could we have proven
that Ray did not have the Bffectille assistance of counsel? (That was the part of the case
I prepared. The legal work, the rest, was done by Jim Lesar, 918 F 8+., W, #509, Wash—
ington, DC 20004; 202/593-1921) HBJ has not asked me for the transcripts of thet hearing,
which may get to your comment that "Everytl@ng about the ewsatz trial....is scrupulomsly
genhine," (Ap%og.ies for my typimg. It ca.n!‘t be any better.)

It was Foreman, not Raoul, who cperced Ray into the plea. &nd in those days there was
no rislk at all of Ray petting the chair. Tne 99 yc@m was ixzi‘act the maximum possible

sentence then. PO—
So, as you can see, it is not true that Ray's pdea "Iell on deaf s judicial é€ars —

until, that is, ﬁBO granted him certiorari: As the Supreme Court earlier had with his
petition for the evidentiary hearing, in eﬂ.‘ec‘fﬁ ,by affirming the lower court on it.

Jack Saltman, Thames TV's producer, boasts their "trial", which will cortainly be
largely rehash plus theo::y',ﬁgavs his show mnér" {Je "our best chance to get the truth.”

His and Thames' concept of getting the truth is not go to go over the six or
geven file cabinets of once-secret official records, mostéthe FEI's, that I zot in several
TOIA lawsuits, mostly CA 75-1996.I'11 get to how they lmow about it when I reach Pill Pep-
per J:n yo;xr story.

‘ If /Iaw professor Burt Neubourne did "immerse" himself in the so-called "literature,"
don t dare get in the same room wit!i him! There is only one factual book on the King
ass;ssinu.tiun, my Frame-Up. Lt provided the basis for the investigation I made for Ray.
And if a luw profesaor' «ads the crap the rest are and can regard them as factual, he is
part of HBO's pecam. That "we ‘ﬁdon't lmow 11 the facts," his quote, is kid stuff. Obviously!
And more so from the crap he"ls read, which has no facts.

They told you that he "selected the lauyers." Bull! Bill Pepper was long in on this
with Thames TV, Hy phoned me for them a year or more ago and tried to hire me to work for



them on the show, I refuseds I think he asked me to appear, and if I am corrdct, I also
fused that. I learned my lesson about assassination fbeorists from Jim Garrison. Be-
latedly, but I did learn it, and I'Ve had nothing to do with any theories, ever. 6r
with any nomn-serious work on the assassinations. I paie my FOIA records available to all
beenuse I believe that FOIA makes me surrogate fof the people, but I am not part of what
they write, show or reporta 7
Does this give you a pos:ible different reason for not maling Bill Pepper available?

He knows about my Tiles and several years ago he had a local Hood College student i ‘
going through them nnd making chpies for him, But I did not tell him what to look for and
he did not know and she did not work here long enough to get to know for him.

The ""old i‘aces"; you refer to who are no} interested in participating én the joint
project are not realhwitnesses. As Abernathy was not a real witness.How "real " a wit-
ness can be is largely gow real the lawyer can make him, I am confident that enough of
those who were witnesses for me are alive and would participate if they beliewed the show
is for real. And more thay I could refer them to, and wouldn't, (Svme ”“M

Where they have what is real, they'll be using my vork. I don t mind and I do not
mpxe expect any credit for it. i

I know they are trying to solve tho crime. Just yesterday a private inﬁcstigatoﬁrve
tnovm for years was here for Bill Pepper following up on something I brought to light in
CA 75-1996 that the House assasins committetwas not able to do anything withe

Upile I cannot make it as a statement of fact, I do believe that it is proba.bR the
Thames idea was Bill Pepper's idea, that he proposed it to them.I got that impression from
his attempt to hire me. -

Blakey is a fraud and a farce. Me talks about others 33 loving to be on TV? He ran his
whitewashing committee so that he would be a TV star. Ho "narrated" Fhe beginning of each
hearing that was broadecast. That is never necessary. I prepared Senate hearings in the 1930s
and we not onse had to do that. Blakey never investigated either erime and never intended
$0. The one thing he brought to light in the JFK case was fezet forced on hiy and newt
he planned to use it as the putdown of putdowns of the critiecs. So you can understénd, he
asked me to agree to speak to him and an assistant counsel, and I agreed to subject to my
not violating my eonfidential relationship with Ii::z:gr. They mmm never came here. And I had
to fmmxe Torce the hearing transcripts on them. They did not follow up on any of that,
avpided most of it, and pregm pretended that they had inves|igated and di;overed what *
had forced the FBI to disgorge and they got that wag. To a liudited degree, I add. Tye
FBI did not inteMd to give them all it had been forced to give me! I have the FBI'g
records on this. w‘%at a phony as an investigator! He set out to affirm the official myths
about the assassination and the rumor was he Mped it would male him ){tto:mey generai



I was the Times' source ofi some of the stories critical of him and his committee,

The repoztePs who were here include Wendell Rawls and John Credwdson. I was lardner's
source off the Pogt and I gave the St. louis Post-Bispatch four page-onge articles that
B=duk Blekey with all his steff and subpoenacs was ignorant of. And this invodved che Bf
his oun witnesses from whom he did not get what the Post-Dispatchef serialized and put on
its wii‘é-."'{j 1’1’4{# ff’p'/a J/MW /}b AQW; sz d

i've rambled a bit and L'm sorry, But I do want you and the Tijes to know that you,
have again been conned by those who héve sorething to gain by taking advantage of your
lack of subjeéj:matter Imowledge,.

0rl the same day the Times carried a short item off the Fox TV show. I agreed to be
on it only with assurance th .t nobody with any theory would be on it. Then I saw Lane and
G gory,ﬁﬁggrag%e noth;ng else but untegfible theories, and the Tikes referred to me as €
Sészﬁfso as & buff, Hardly a deéscription of a former reporter, investigative reporter,
Senate invesligaior and e for and war-time (085) intelligence analyst.Besides publishing
seven non-theory assassination books and filing the precedent FOIA lawsuits. The investi-
gatory files exemption was amended in 1974 over FBI chrruption in on of my earliest suits,

I hope the coming show is zood and does Ray some good. He was not the assassin and wes
not lmowingly involved in what would end as an assassination, I have proven the first beyond
questadg question, subject to c§;bs—axamination, and I lmo# enough to be confident about
the second.

If you ever want to check any assassination stories out, fea\free, subject to the
stigghe hours imposed by my health. Tou don't Imow me. Ask lardner on the Post. He's knowm
me for 25 pears and neverh had any trouble with any story he got {rom me or used me one

But T must be abed by 7 pem.

All my records, about a third of a #illion once-secret goverbment pages, will be a
permanent publib archive at local Hood uullege. You may want to remember the name of the &
history prof in charge./[e is one of the two professiona) historians who i%olid and depend-
able on the assassinations. Gerald McKnight. The other, at the Uhiversity ;atyisconsin—stev—
ens point, is Dmvid Wrone. lost of these are JFK assassination records and/fee as anceéfto
them is, not a single one of tie mﬁltitude of conspiracy-theory books has made any recal use
odf them. ihis should give you an idea of hov expert the felf-procliaimed experts are.

I will apreciate anythins you can seed me on this commwriéhlizationﬁgigzzploitation
and on any other so I may leave a better, moré complete récord for history.

Sincerel}, 5

i

Harold Weisberg



