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EDITOR’S NOTE: Roberl J. Groden was a special photo-oplical consultant °
with thi House Selecl Committes on Assassinations and is considered to
Posseas the world's largest private archive of pholographic evidence
relating Lo the assassination of Presiden! John F: Kennedy. His third book on

“: " Kennedy, ““High 'I_‘r_eai%," was recently published privalw&n-;’_’

L servalory Press; mily Lane, Boothwyn 19061
' ]
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I o why did I write another book on the assassination of President John F.
5 ' Kennedy? e 2 ¢
T Afler all, it has'been more than 25 years since’the murder inDallas on'Nov. —
22, 1962. No prominent anniversary looms, Literally thousands of books and
magazine articies have already explored the wpic. Dozens of film documen-
s laries and doeu-dramas abound on the subject. Could we possibly have miss-
i, ed something? . & e
P Bul if opinion polls malter, the issue — despite numerous harangues from
o segmehts of the media to lel it rest — is very much alive with the public. .

P More than 80 percent of Lhe American people believe thal Lhe president was
) killed as result of a conspiracy. ‘

Try an experiment, Bring up the subject with Iriends and listen Lo the
results; if you think no one cared about the assassination, you'll probably be
amazed. The Kennedy assassination is one sure-fire way lo jump start a
conversalion. . ) .

The assassination conspiracy and cover-up are so mulli-faceted thal it
would lake severalvolumes to do justice Lo it al), So many theories need to be
explained, and unfortunaltely there is a greal deal of disinformation to con- -
fuse the public and send investigators off on false leads. | know, I've chased .,
down quite a few mysell. )

3 . . 3
f:‘ The strength of the cover-up has been just that. In addition, the forces
3
2

behind the cover-up have set up a climate thal makes anyone who questions

the official fiction of the Warren Renort (the government's fir .| version of

the murder) look like an agent of insur rection. Sh e
And just who were these forces?" L Lo eear
In 1976, an official investigation reopuned the case of Lhe assassination of

g President Kennedy Lo address thai very question. The panel, called the
-'} House Select Committee on Assassinations, was headed by a man of greal

i inlegrity and conscience, U.S Rep. Thomas Downing (D-Va 3. The commit-

& tee’s Chief Counsel was Richard Spraguc of Philadelphia, who wanted to in-
‘i vestigale Lhe case asan open homicide,
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Gomg mto the futu:e mt%]gan unsolved murder
of a pres:den‘l is like buildin askyscraper on a
' '~cracke,t‘1 gjgndauon. i’ﬁ "they,';mﬂed’:;’;he
ﬁpres‘fde’r':‘l;- q‘-sun 1plest tefm '
of his'ci 'iaﬁ':gh $. And if

does th

From the start, the.l’-lnus“ Commvn:e Wwas
too many feet and’ butchenng too many..sacred cows. Infighting was ram-

nt and Downing and Sprague became: Victims. The investigation’
pa pr

=it Tt i Ne

“was controlléd and alniost stopped beromg'il‘leamed and revéaled oo much.
(To digress amoment; in 1975, | testifiéq: c:;e‘&ht Rockeleller Commission
for a day and a half about some photugrh f)?uc evidence I had dep:cunga sec-

ng too good a _}Db stenpmg on

ond assassin. The cornmlssmn lulerally changed every word 1 said in‘its -

report l“ said "Whlle they wrote ”b]a

.* Then it dropped lhemqulry )

" Irecalla conversanun I had with HS(;ADeputy Chiefl Counsel Gary Corn-

well on a ride lo the airport. Cornwell saidzyWell, we know Oswald did it If

thal were l:'ue. 1 asked him, how could iswiald pmslbly slash his gun behind
cth.

: ¥ ."  said Corpw:
prwa te mvnshgalors have : been dea ling:®

In the eud the Asassm-.mon Com;n mv&shgahon unco e'ed so
much evidence of Sanspiracy that, in spil of itself, it was forced Lo admil the
existence of one, and Le’al Premdem Ke.ﬁidy ‘had T

-own .goveramenL.- analely one keyiy
: forthcoming to me ‘on Lhe suhjecl. but:
opledfoﬂ.haf‘nalrepo 55 %

s rission. smember was far more
'pen'mued lhal sc.-.nanu to be co;

<run_dnwn Lo the second floor _

ﬂd‘shl]nolbeoulol‘krealh’ 23
‘na‘did it. "'mal is“thi‘n‘a ‘r‘ﬂa‘my‘
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g di _....._..:
¢ commitlee had Lo suppress the -
d s&m‘éh.gblem officials of our




R R R £ S R P RS AR Iy s

T TN ¢

s=ra “ur g 7 R A S 2 _,:'ib_

~4

¥y - . ¥ -: - R C ,‘; ﬂf{fﬁ%‘::r;,_ v 3,5t
tions for further ‘investigation'io the Deparfment of Justice. I those 10

years, the department did not lifl a finger to follow up oria single one of
numerous leads. Last year, the Justice Department thumbed its collective
nose al us and issued Lhe statement that it had completed its invesligation,
found no evidence pf a conspiracy and was closing thé case. You can't find

¥ 3

evidence if you don’t look for i&:‘-‘and the Ju;tice Dep_a_g-gne,nl never, ever °

tried. o i
So why another book? "
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. hen John F. Kennedy was killed, the conéfﬁrat.urs took our governmenl
from us, not by ballots bul by bullets. We were lied to, and the whole nature

_of our country was greatly changed. The Vietnam War escalated, and vir-

tually anyone in this nation who lost a relative or friend over thece did so

after John Kennedy was k'i_l_l_ed. ’

We lost other leaders:.s;ch asDr Martin Luther {fing and Bobby Ken-
nedy. Soon there were no greal voices lefl Lo challenge the blatant corruption
from the likes of Nixon and Agnew, or the arrogance _nE'_Lhe Reagan Ad-

ministration. EE

Going into the [uture with an iinsolved murder of a
ing a skyscraper on a cracked foundation. When they killed the president, in
simplest terms, they robbed him of his civil rights, just as they robbed Lee
Harvey Oswald of his civil rights by killing him. And if they can lake away
the president’s civil rights by killing him, what does that do to the resi of us?

. The government jnvestigations did not take mistakes; théy were handi-

‘eapped by errors of purpose, orchestrated by career’officials who didn't
wish Lo rock the boal for fear of jeopardizing their own'sinecures.

" The Warren Commission, for insiance, never looked a'l'ih;’e-'?niﬁbéy photos

+ of the president which would have revealed the existence of a conspiracy. It
ignored 95 percent of the pholographic evidence from Dealey Plaza that day.
These omissions meanl that the commission did not have Lo include this evi-
dence in its final report which was presenled lo the public:
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. The resultis that the investigation s left to private individuals who give up
~massive parts of lives to pursue this, mostly lu;- me_reyva'rqgslqwly_rework- .

ing the public record into its true form, SRR o L R SO

. Still, we are lelt to wonder how different history might have been but fora
% special proseculor with subpoena power and no political fayors to pay.

So the question is not why am I doing this; the real question is why aren'l p

Abe authorilies? Sudiofh ST, s A g
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