Dear Robert, 5/11/75

In what follows I assume that while there say be different inentions in the minds
of those involved and that people can misunderstznd esch other, what + wes tcld is, if
not exactly true, close To it.

Yeatorday, after telling mo earlier in the week that he would be in toueh with
me, the Lopdon Sunday Times! Washington correspondent did phone. In the course of the
conversation he told me that his papor had bought the righis to the Zaprader film
from you. Unless you are the agent for Zapruder's heirs, the can have dire conseguences

Iou should undorsiand that I have had a friendly relationship with this Times
for a decade, going back to 1965, when their then chief US correspondent, now Amerlcan
editor in Zondon, triez on his owa to get Whitewash priutsd. de even interceded with
¥4gcing peronsliy on the WxPost efter a leass than honest story. Une uwhe left inair
ataff only recently, a man whome family had supplied editors for yearm, iz cne of oy
best friends.Xon and they are both my friends.

Can you bagln to imegino the position im which thie surprise roport put me in?
A8 alvsys, however, I resolve these conflicts in favor of truthe

There are two otheor aspects that disturb me, First when I am aluays aveilable to
you and even to the degree that doea not compromise my integrity baclestop you, that
you would enages in anything besring even a close relaticnghip to thds report without
talidng to me is worriesome. As redenctly as the day before, when there wero psople
hore whose time and presence were potentieliy valuvable to mo and to all of us, I took
all the time you wanted %o preprred you for the Gorden/Spitx confrontaticn. Prict tokx
- that, ewan though weaker than I cen remember, I agreed to go to “etroit, whick means
! nothing to me personally, to belp you out on this Gordon shew, i long histooy tells
you that 1 am always available to you. (ind if it works, you widl also know that cae
of the endeavors in which I was engaged when you called was to gzive you more crediiilty
in the weskest rart of your current comzents. To this end I partsd with oxly coples
of pictures, something I had sworn not to do ever agmin.,) The other iz that you would
engage in what can be considered frand within the lew without any checidng of aoy kind,
insofar as I know; and without getting the relovant information, relovant to dafinitive
use of the film, to go with what could be a mahor story in s paper of influence.

What thia seems to Yfoild down to, aside froa the possible contamisation of your
recent associations, is the quostion of staying inside your own britchas.

“&4 Tou have kaoun for years that a major drmin on end waste of my time bas teea
& offsetting the crazles and the evil potential of théir operations, rsgarilesa of the
i character and intent as they conceiwve intent. Thai without cpeaking to we when I am
éo Gebilitated particularly when you had me on the phome = engnge it so dubdous a
venture was, whethar you thought of it or not, to submerge me even zors into the
utterly needless when there iz so much of potsatisl walus for which Isan't find time.

I am always ready %o belp you. Thore is a limit to what can bs atirdibuted to
the filn, From the begigniog of your Hichier wunture I have always ofierec to help
once I had assurance shat it was a responsible project. I have aluaya cautioned you
it that the film slene could nos do the job and the record establishes tinis. When I was
so sick in New York I suid things I did not intand to and now learn I had phone cone
u versations I don't recell, X did cows to your bhelp at that preus conference. “sve you the
o alighmstest idea what the tough NYC press corps could have done to you ¥ had i not taken
the heat off you +ith the destructions in the original f£ilm anc the citation of wy
earlies work {to which you never maike reverence) about a man on the knoll ana Itek's
confirmation? Eero you'd »sst understond whet can still happen to you if the feds start
using some of their tough finks for questioning you. I'd had doeses of this end you
can end with a real disaster if you are not mors careful and rore circumspect.

Shaweross will be irn touch egain, Fleese, imredlatoly, in writing or on tepe give me a
full account so I zay be prepared. Pest to all, even you!

L




