UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

ROBERT J. GRODEN, 94 Civ. 1074 (JSM)
Plaintiff,
AFFIRMATION OF
-against- VICTOR A. KOVNER

IN SUPPORT OF DEFENDANTS‘
MOTION TO DISMISS FOR
FAILURE TO STATE A CLAIM
OR, IN THE ALTERNATIVE,

FOR SUMMARY JUDGMENT

RANDOM HOUSE, INC.,
THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, INC.,
and GERALD POSNER,

Defendants.
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VICTOR A. KOVNER, an attorney admitted to practice
before this Court, affirms the'following under the penalty of
perjury:

L I am a member of the firm of Lankenau Kovner &

Kurtz, attorneys for defendants Random House, Inc. ("Random

House"), The New York Times Company (incorrectly sued herein as
The New York Times Company, Inc.) ("The New York Times"), and
Gerald Posner ("Posner"). I submit this affirmation in support

of defendants’ motion pursuant to Rules 12(b)(6) and 56 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure for an Order dismissing the
complaint with prejudice, or in the alternative, granting
summary judgment, for the limited purpose of annexing hereto a

few published documents that are relevant to the motion.”

* The motion is styled, in the alternative, as a motion for
summary judgment pursuant to Rule 56 of the Federal Rules
of Civil Procedure, for the sole purpose of including in
the record these publications.



2. Annexed hereto as Exhibit A is a copy of Case
Closed, the book authored by defendant Posner and published by

defendant Random House that is the subject of the:advertisement -

in suit. : :"z~“5"%ﬁ§%*
e e

3. %ed hereto as Exhibit B are sq}ecﬁ?ﬁ*ﬁ“ e
published reviews and articles about Qggg_;lg_gd”“‘ s S
= S

4. Annexed hereto as Exhibit C is a copywefwth;‘
front cover, copyright page and page 421 of the book njgh

_‘.J.....

Treason, which was eo-authored by plaintiff Robert J. Groden
and which contains the quotation which appears on the
challenged advertisement.*

5. Annexed hereto as Exhibit D is a copy of the
complaint filed by plaintiff.

WHEREFORE, defendants request that this Court grant
their Motion to Di;:iss For Failure to State a Claim, or in the

alternative, Motion for Summary Judgment, and for such other

relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Dated: New York, New York
May 4, 1994

VICTAR A. KOVNER (VAK: 2248

* The annexed excerpts appear in the paperback reprint
edition of the book published by The Berkley Publishing
Group in 1990. The Berkley paperback edition contains the
complete text of the original edition of the book which was
published in 1989.
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Exhibit A, the book entitled Case Closed by Gerald
Posner, is contained in the file folder submitted
herewith
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Book Review

The New Hork Times

November 21, 1993 $1.00
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N the 30 years since John F.
Kennedy “was murdered, some :
2,000 volumes on the assassination have
appeared, providing a devastating record of the
lengths to which sensationalists have gone to sow
suspicion, and editors and publishers have gone to profit from
peddling their wares. In reviewing the crop of this anniversary
season, Geoffrey C. Ward finds one — Gerald Posner’s “Case
Closed” — the most daring, and not because Mr. Posner has
new explanations to offer or new suspects to name. Page 15

TheDeathof [JEK.
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"~ The Most Durable Assassination Theory:
- ~ Oswald Did It Alone

ROUND lunchiime 30 years ago lomorTow, 1
. was browsing in the downstairs siacks
of the public library in Cambridge,
Mass., when & man appeared at the
head of Uve stairs and announced, “The
President’s been thot.™
It pever crossed my mind that he could mean
the President of the United States; my first thought
was (o wonder why amyone should have wanted 10
shoot the president of Oberlin College, from whuch |
had recently been graduated. | picked out 8 couple of
books and went upstairs. The news was being dis-
cussed in low, library tones around the checkout
desk. and | managed 0 overhear only enough to
undersiand that my college's presiden! hadn' been
mvolved after all
Ah, | thought, then the wictim musi be the
president of Harvard
mlydmlptmu-mn--tmof
snguished peopie gathered around s parked car, its
goor open, its radio blaring bulletins from Dalias,
dsd the full horror of what had happened hit me
Tha! an Amencan Presideni might be mur-
dered was unthinkable in 1883, No sitting President
had been shot since 190]; none had even been shot st
since (though & would-be mssassin missed Prem-
dent-elect Franklin D. Roosevell in 1933, and two
more had been cut down irying to get to Harry
Truman n 1950). And John Kennedy's youth and
vigor and air of seif-<confidence had made him ssem
especially invuinerable

It is little wonder then thai when the Warren
Commission issued its report in 1964, naming Lee
Harvey Oswald as the lone assassin and denying any
previous Link between him and his murderer, Jack
Ruby, Amencans were reluciant to bebeve it. The
country had been traumatized by the assassination,
then robbed of the emotional catharsis the accused
assassin’s trial could have provided Such profound-
Iy & I events o ded B more sweeping
explanation, 8 criminal conspiracy equal W the
enormity of the crime. And over Lhe years, &s critics
of the commission revealed that the C1A and F.B.1
had deliberately withheld information from its in-
vestigators — oul of bureaucratic unwillingness 1o
admit their own shoricomings or for more siusier
reasons, depending on one's degree of skepucism —
Chut tmitial SUSPICION WAS Bet in Slone

Books nidiculing the official version of the as-
sassination began appearing months before the
commission report was in print, and they've been
appearing ever Eince, Some BeTious, some turid,
many simply loony. There have already been some
2,000 wo! on the K dy accord-
mg 10 Gerald Posner, the author of CASE CLOSED:
mﬂ-mymﬂaﬂmmwdll‘&
Random House, 535, itself one of a baker's dozen of
assassinauon books 10 appesr this anniversary pea-
son.

Most of them merely 8dd w the confusion. For
example, Gaeton Fonzi, & former i Lgs for

By Geoférey C. Ward

Ll ]

TION; Tmmder's Mouth, $24.95). Jean Hill, a highly
tive ey o the g who once
asserted that the Kennedys had & “white, flufty dog™
mmmmﬁm’rnmm.m:htm Lyn-
don Johnson was behind the whole thing (JFK: The
l.-llmml-a.nlﬂlsmmlm
Hill: Pelican Publishing 517.83). (Her =proof™. A
police officer, now convemently dead, once told her
L B.J, had seemed to him insufficiently heartbroken
a3 he was driven away from Pariland Memorial
Hospital.) Robert J. Groden, who is convinced that
mlo{d‘MlmﬂlﬂqnﬁulnﬂX-
rays are forgeries, has now & big coffesia-
bie book (THE KILLING OF A PRESIDENT: The
Compiete Photographic Recerd of the J FK Assassi-
smtien, the Casspiracy, and the Cover-Up; Viking,
£34), in which those ghastly exhibits may be savored
in full color. Harrison Edward Livingstone, who
once collaborated with Mr. Groden on “High Trea-
SOM." BN RISASSINALON Dest seller, now PoSits & whole
new pet of traitors — his fellow authors of assassina-
tion books, many of whom. he says, sre sctually
P |l ~ paid (o protect Lady

Bird Johnson and other masterminds of Ue

persuasive case that, for all the Warren Commis-
sion’s sins, in the end it reached the rght conclu-
sions: as Mr. Posner carefully lays it out, the evi
dence seems overwhelming that Oswald did indeed
mummmmnlmmmw:nunm
Ruby's were the case’s only smoking guns.

Mr. Posner is not the lirst writer (o make that
argument, and although he conducted fresh inter-
wiews in Uhe course of writing his book, much that he
has to say in It has been said before. Sull, it has
pever baen said with such clarity or narrative siall,
his 15 by {ar the most hucid and compelling account 1
have ever read of what probably did happen in
Dullas — mnd what simest cerwinly did not No
serious historian who writes aboul Uhe assassination
in the future will be abie to ignore it

POSNER begins his account with
Oswald's arrest for the murder, less
than an hour and & hall after Ken-
medy was fataily wounded, of J D.
Tippit, & Dallas pohce officer who
stopped him on the sireet because his descriplion

Itymt.uNGﬂlETlUﬂI: Deceit and Decyption
= the JFK Case; Carrell & Gral, §27.95).
WHO'S WHO TN THE JFK ASSASSINATION:

hed that of the K dy sh 1 he then traces
the avents of the tormented life that brought Oswald
o that moment. Along the way, Mr. Posner c
lenges pearly every one of the conspiracisis’ as-

As A-ae-I Escyclopedia, by Miches| Cha-
dal/Carel Publishing, paper, §188% offers capsule
beographies of nearly 1300 “gasential psople” con-
secied o the Dallas tragedy, ranging from the
President's widow o the writer of a self-published

the House Seiect C on A ons.

. which conducted its own inquiry in the late 1970's,
charges the ‘s chiel I, G. Robert
Blakey, with deliberately steering the investigation
wward organized crime and away from the resl
villains, who Mr., Fonzi believes wers remegade
agenis within the CLA. (THE LAST INVESTIGA-

Geolirey C. Ward, the author of “A First-Class
Temperament. The Smergence ol Frankiin Rooss-
wvelt,” recently won an Emmy as principal writer for
“The Kennedys ™ Mis *Tiger-Wallahs: Encounters
With the Men Who Tried to Save the Greatest of U
Great Cats”™ is being published next week

book. .__mlumvm:nmu-u.dum
mupmunmmm:nmtmd
sit still while being shot. Meanwhile, Peter Dale
m;awwdmltmﬂmn
stunningly opaque stybe, argues that responsibility
hﬂnmnﬁmimm-ﬂmwﬂ:ml
processes, which have mot yel been duscermed™
(DEEP POLITICS AND THE DEATH OF JFK;
Usivarsity of Calllorsia, $25).

Ap was a good shot, Mr. Posner
imsists, and he had plenty of time to get of{ the shots
e newded: Oswald missed with the first one, he
argues, wounded the President and Gov. John Con-
nﬂyd'rmlﬂmwmwmhdkm:a
with the third. Empioying commen sense, computer
snalysis and crisp graphics, Mr. Posner demon-
mrates that the much derided “magic” bullet did
precisely what the Warren Commission said 1t did
=passed through the President. out his meck. and
then caused all of Governor Connally's wounds.”
mmmmmm-mmnmn-
nnmm*mnﬂl‘wmwlwn
sewer drains, not one witness in Dealey Plas

Itis of our |
amu-mummmmtm:mm:m
poems by far the most daring of the current crop,
-llhuullllmm-wlluu:mwaﬂﬂwm
luwcu\nnlme.wlhumhtmnaw:hn
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inimed ai the time 10 have seen anyone but Oswald
fire a shot. The dramatic finding by tse House Select
Committee in 1978 that Uwere was a “#5 percent”
Hielibood that four shots had been fired a1 Kennedy
Continued on next page




Conlwnued [ram preceding poge

(proving he had been caught ina
crossfire) was based on analysis
of & police recarding of & trans-
russion from the radio of & mo-
torcycie, supposedly in Dealey
Plaza, thai was later shown (0
have been miles from the mur-
der scene

Mr Posner (nund no credible
evidence that Oswald ever
whd for the C. LA the K.G.
other intelligence

" gemonsirates
cetved no  sgEcial iiuquﬂ
from either American or Soviet
authariiies. He argues thawthere
WRE never & “second Oswaki”
(a8 nasoried theores restng on
the existence of an impostor
claim). snd that the real one aev-
er knew Dawvid Ferme, the bi-
tarre righi-wing pilot with ai-

' Oswald Did It Alone

mare abaut the mather af Jesus,
Mary, after He was crucifed
And really pobody has worred
sboul my wellare™

Too erratic 10 hold a job for
long. conzumed by seldpuy,
blaming nihers. always r-ﬂ-
prohiems. Marguer id
dregged hep.som: ¥
(¢ m-unl?y-n). rchaod 10

- He
n lllh e m*iﬂ' m
e often siept until urvhrmrir ¢

11); be hurled one knife m1 his
hall. bigther—gnd (hftkitned =
sisteran-law  with  snother,

fought with his schoolmates, dis-

Shaw, he New Orieans
man, or any of the other shadowy  nally remanded at 13 to Youth
Tigures who peopled the parancid - House in Manhattan for & psychi-
fantasies of Jim Garrison, the- -atric examination. “1 found him
Iate district atiorney of that city, 1o have defimite traits of danger-
or of hin hagiographer, the film _ ousness,” the paychuirist re-
maker Oliver Sione. Nor Is there —called when he lestilied before
anything concrete 0 sugges! the Warren Commission, “a po-
that Oswald ever had anything 1o rentuisl for explosive, agaressive,
Ga wilh the Mob sssaultive acung oul * Asked
‘Whether he preferred the compa-
HAT drove @y of boys or girls, Oswald 1wid
him 1 mur-  (he psychiatrisy, "1 dislike every-
der, then? bady.”
His own
twisted per. " e s
sonality, sccording to the suthor, - - He dropped out of schoal alio-
the same grandiose inability in  gether at 1§ Because. he said, il
undersiand ihe resl world and could leach-fitm nothing, and
his own limited plsce In it that  buried himself in books on Marx-
drives so many other insdequaie  ism Instesd, persuading himself
human beings (o vialence _that all the unhappiness and dis-
Born in New Orieans in 1939, sppointment tha!l continued (o
Oswald never knew his (ather, corrode his life was somehow
who died two months before his  being caused by capitalism. At
birth, and he was raised by 8 17, he joined the Marines 10 get
moiher 3o egomanaacal that she  away from his mother, bul he
would one day come 1o ser the was unable sver 10 shake the
assassination (tsell merely as sense of perpetual grevance
further evidence of the world's  with which ahe had imbued him,
Inexplicable neglect of her: “Let  or his anger at & world (hai stub
me tell you this,” she told the borniy refused o grant him the
writer Jean Siafford afier her recognition she had taught mm
son's dewth, “i you research the  ahould be his
life of Jesus Christ, you find that = Not surprisingly. the milary
you never did bhear anything  did not suit ham. Cold; sercasiic,

o=t .-"';'..‘g 1
G J

The Claremont Craduate School
announces
THE 1994 KINGSLEY TUFTS POETRY AWARD

The Claremont Grsdusiz School invites submmsion) for the
|u4:-'-In Tl Portry Award The swsed of $50,000 will
mmhhmmmmm&n.ﬂﬁmu
worthy by & national panel of dutinguivhed judges
The swsrd wos smablished by Kate Tufts in honew of hes lase
husband, prer and writer Kingsiey Tufis
T be conudered lor the 1994 awsed, submusons must ke
rosrmurhed on of beiore Decomber 15, 1993 Announcement
of the yward winner will be made on Aped 2. 1994
Only broks of poetry published i 1991 will be conndesed
For compleie eligsbslicy imsiricimme, wend SASE 1o
The Kingsley Tufr Poetry Award
The Claremont Graduste School
160 Eaer Tenth Screet
Claremont. CA 91711

~pteg clatses and sisyed Evay. -
“Trom_School so ofien he was I

withdrawn, he w.as launied as
"Oarwe Rabhi™ aml “Mrs Os-
wild” by mis el marine<, and
was court-martaled and found
Butlty twice. lirst for shoating
Mimsell in the arm wuh & 22
pisiol he wat unsuthorized 10
carry and again for pouring a
drink over the head ol a sergeant
who had dared assign him 1o
K.P. duty He subsequemtly sul-

wg o thert daughter, “Our papa
& ot ol hes mind

In September 1967 Oswald
turned up 1in Mexscn City seek.
g A visa lu enier Cuba and
bringing with lum a a1 dossier
he had compied 10 imprees the
authorities 1t he claimed o be
n-skilled translatar, speciahist in
“Sireet  ARMALon”  “Radm
Specker I-ac‘l and Leciurer.”

fered an spparem br

weepmng and iring *hnis mio lr-r e

maght while on guard duty After
1hat e wan cotled “Bugs

By theni'he had decided 10 de-
,m:omm Umvon, sure his

1. soldwer
lnd wlﬂmll =py Onl:c the Cu-
bans saw 11, he assured hus wile
hewould be welcomed sageriy in
Havana “You Laugh now ™ he
wold her, “dut in 20 years when |

minmber, we'll see how

wollil Brsrcogmeed by Mo AT prime.
r.'nmnm,.m be hag m?-r—-ymlum

" itnd. Bilsda his Rewly opened
K.G.B N make clear. the Sovi-
®ls lurmed nul o he no more

- =iy ofhvm Ao s feliow
Americans had been He had 1o
slash his wnsts to keep from
being expaiied from the country
once METourt visa ran oul Two
Soviel psychisinisis independ-

R mlrmw:u “mentally un-
siable,™ g tn Yuri No-
senko, 1 K.G.B. defecior, and he
was [inglly gramted asylum only
because the Sovieis [eared that if
he succeeded in his next try st
suicide, they might b bhlamed
for murdering #n  Amcrican
tourisi.

WaS &en 10 B radin
and television lac-
tory im Minsk,
where he met Mari
na Prusakova, the

woman who was lo become his
wile, but quickly grew disillu-
moned with the grim realty of
Soviet life and his own madden-
ingly cbecurw place within it. "He
didn't wani to be among the com-
mon people.” 8 Russian émigre
who knew Oswald later in Amer-
s remembared. “He thought
mince he was a defecior and a
former Marine Corpaman that
e would be given special atien-
tion. ™

He returned 10 the United
Stmtes in the spring of 1962 with
his wile and infam daughter. He
was & [allure by any sane defini-
tion, virteally Inendiess, unable
10 void on even (o the menial jobs
available 1o im, routinely bat-
tering his wife whom he lorbade
to lesrn English for fear he'd lose
control of ber. But in his own
mind he wvidently remained 8
feariess lighter for what he was
soon calling the “radical futur-
151" cause. He trved but failed 10
shoot (e eccentric right-wing
general, Edwin Walker, in the
spparent belief tha! Walker was
the of A Ins-

The Cubuns and Russiane d |
not I:u]h Oawald’s visit was too |

unnerving for that he wept

showied, pulled a revalver that |

he said he curried because the
F.B.l was out 1o kill mm Hms
apphication was denjed, nonethe.
less

In PASSPORT TO ASSASSI
NATION: The Never-Belore
Teid Story of Loe Harvey Oswald
by the KGB Colonel Who Knew
Him; Birch Lane/Carol Publish-
ing, K128, Oleg M. Nechipo-
renko, 8 retired officer n the
foreign inislligener diviton ol
the K.G.B. who was une of the
three Soviet officiais who inter-
viewed Oswaild in Mexico City,
confirms Mr Praner's version of
his bizarre vimit “We decided we
could not take Onwald seriously
His pervousness, ... his ram-
bling and even nonsensical
speech at times, hs avoidance of
answering specific questions and
the shifts from strong agilation
10 depression gave us reason to
believe that his mental state wax
unstable or that, at the very
lenst, he suffered from & serious
mervous disorder.”

The only Governmeni on earth
Oswald thought worthy of him
had turmed him sway He re
turned to Texas, humilhaied and
filled with anger at the bureau-
crais who seemed 1o block his
path no matier where he tried i1q
g0 The truly frighteming thing
about what happened there a few
weaks later. as Mr. Posner re.
counts i, 1S nol the notion that
vasi, murky forces somehow
rube our lives, but that not even
the grestest among us is safe
when madness and sheer chance
happen (0 converge.

Had ihe Cubans granied Os-
wald his visa, for example, he
wouid probably have been in Ha-
vana by November, and we
would not now know his name

Had any one of four potential
to whom he apphed

cism. He proclaimed himsell
head of » local chapier of the
Fair Play lor Cubs Commusitee
bul lailed in siiract s wingle
member. And he lalked of hi-
jacking & jet and forcing W 1o
tnhe him and his family (o Cuba.
which he had now perausded
mmeell was the only place he
could lind & revolulwvmary robe
worthy of his talents. while in the
Erip of this last visson, he took 10

sbout s home n s
underwear, herding imaginary
lellow passengers  uniil  his
frightened wile began whisper-

hr I} hb when he go! back 1o
Texun decided (v hire him. he
would not have had the opporiv-
naty 1o fire upon the motorcade
Had s Dallas neighbor not in-
nocently suggesied 1o Marina's
clonesi friend that there might
be » job for Onwald at the Texas
School Book Depository, had the
friend nnt then (ollowed up with s
heioful ielephone call (o the man
in charge, and had that man —
who had openings &1 two differ-
N Kcations — nol happened Io
give Oswald the job at Dealey
Continued on next page
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es of reading
)DAs life of

n cowboy

okee — to the
the floor of the
s for a fascinat-

1d revealing”
1, Boston Globe

igher Reading

=7-Back Gutresms - Coming a8 Raquant
=§44-080e or goy-ayé-4141

Oswald Did It Alone

Continued from preceding page
Plaza, he would never have gained the vantage
point he needed,

And, It should be emphasized, Oswald won
RCC24s L0 thal sniper's perch more than & month
before he could have known that the psrade route
would pass beneath it, an awkward fact under-
standably left out of most books alleging that sinis-
ter forces conspired 10 put him within range. Sheer
serendipity now offered him a once-in-a-lifetime
OpPOTIUNItY to strike i the heart of the system he
believed the source of all his troubles, to alter

. history in a way even his wildest fantasies had not

afforded him.

On the morning of Nov. 24, 1963, his uncharac-
teristic run of luck ran out: he asked 1o be allowed
to change into & new sweater before reappearing

| before the television cameras, thereby delaying his

own transfer from the city jail 1o the Dallas County
jull by nearly five minutes. Had he not done sa,
Jack Ruby (who had been sending a money order at
the post office just up the sireet when the police
would otherwise have been hustling Oswald
through the jail basement) would have arrived (oo
late 10 shoot him — and to cheat us of the trial that
might have helped lay to rest our worst fears about
ourselves and our Government.

R. POSNER probes Ruby's motives

as well, and believes he also acted

entirely on his ‘own, A nighiciub

owner and small-time promoter, he

100 hoped to make himself a hero
and was fully convinced a country grieving for s
President would cheer the killer's killer. (In the
first minutes after shooting Oswald he must have
thought he'd been right; when the crowd gathered
acroas the street from the city jail learned what he
had done, they broke into loud applause.)

Despite the cockiness of Mr. Posner's title.
“Case Closed,” the Kennedy case — like that of
Abraham Lincoin, nearly s century older — is
likely always to remain open. The crime will al-
WRYS outweigh the man accused of committing it
No one can ever establish beyond a reasonable
doubt that however weird Oswald was, he wasn't
sctuslly doing someone else's bidding when he
carriad the paper parcel containing his rifle 1o the
lmnmdmmmpulwry.ormmmmc-
thing other than personai demons didn't drive Ruby

Still an Unthinkable Thought

When Gerald Posner decided to write a
book about the assassination of John F. Xen-
bady, he wanted to ideniify the isyues that
were sull cutstanding almost 30 years later,

“The biggest story here would have been to
come up with incontrovertible evidence of a
conspiracy,” he said. *1 applied the same
standards of evidence (o both sides.” It was
only after Mr. Posner, who once was s Wall
Street lawyer, spent close 1o 16 months comb-
ing the writien record and then conducted
BoTe 100 Interviews that he was convinced he
“could reach & conclusion” — that Lee Harvey
Oswald acted alone.

That ks why Mr. Posner was SO surprised at
the reaction to “Case Closed.” In the two
months since it was published, he has had let-
tars accusing him of being a C.LA. agent or of
being on the Federal payroll. Someone has

taken the trouble 10 find out his interview
scheduie and to fax belittling letters to radio
mations. A computer network has asked
members W try to discredit the book. In Bos-
ton, & group of demonatrators gathered in
front of his hotel with signs saying “Case Still
Open — Poaner's a Dupe.”
mmmmmmwunum
calls in the middle of the night. Some have

AT WA LIRS (AN T, 0%
Lee Harvey and Marina Oswald leaving Minsh,
U.5.5.R.. for the United Siates in June 1962

o murder him afterward Thirty years afler the
event, no one already convinced of one or another of
the conspiracy theories 1s likely to be converted by
ANy narrative, no mater how carefully constructed
or well documented. But whalever one thinks sbout
Mr. Posner's lusions, no fair ded persan
should miss his footnotes. There, carefully segre-
gated (0 keep from muddying his story, he offers &
devastating record of the lengths (o which sensa-
tionalists have gone 1o sow suspicion and sell books
— omitting inconvenient facts, misrepresenting
testimony, favoring stories grown more gaudy with
the passing years over those first told when details
were (resh, libeling the safely dead. Shame is our of
fashion these days, but perhaps it's not oo much 1o
hope that one or two of the authors Mr Posner
exposes — along with the editors and publishers
who have profited from peddling their irresponsi-
bie wares — might suffer at least a momentary
pang of embarrassment D

been accusatory, some
taunting, some obscene.
And he was surprised
that much of the discus-
sion of the book has cen-
tered on his account of
what happened in Dea-
ley Plaza, not his de-
ailed profile of Oswald
And he was surprised at
how little reaction
greeied his interview —
[ Pp——— "X T TR 1T el

Geralu Posner, Yuri[losenks, a X.5.8
agent who was kept by
American authorities in solilary confinement
for two and & half ysars after he defected. But
most unsettling have been the efforts Lo dis-
cradit him. “Perhaps my title is lighting
‘words,” he said. “It tells people who spent 20
or 30 years on the case that they wasted their
lives.™

Mr. Poaner pondered the national obeession
wilk the assassination. “This is viewed as the
Ereat unsolved murder mystery of the gener- |
ation,” he said. It is hard for many to swaliow
the notion that a misguided loser with & §12 ri-
fle could end Camelot~ KATHY ROSE




The New York Times, September 9, 1993
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Books of The Times — -
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By CHRISTOPHER LEHMANN-HAUPT A . g

A simple point accounts for the refutes hundreds of claims that have

force and (reshness of Gerald ndded up 10 racy theories in-
Posner's “Case Closed,” & persuasive - 3 Gavernment, the
== new smudy of President J F. Koo~ —-KG. :
e - nedy’s assassination. Amid the
i T 1 2 mounting welter of conspiracy theo-

ries, one set of {acts tends increasing-
zu gt overiooked: those having to

with the blography and character
of Lee Harvey Oswald, whom Mr.
Posner tries 10 prove once and for all

was the lone assassin. House Z
A former Wall Street lawyer and Assasstnations 1= -,
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DEALEY PLAZA, NOV. 22, 1963: The roar of the crowd . . . the flicker of an 8-millimeter
home-movie camera . . . the wave, followed by the-crack of-gunfire-:- - the splatter of
blood and brain matter. The murder of John F. Kennedy reruns in the nation’s collec-
tive consciousness like a horror show that never closes. Fully
7 out of 10 Americans think a nameless, craftily concealed
conspiracy did Kennedy in—and why wouldn't they? For
three decades, harum-scarum conspiracy theories have come
not as single spies but in battalions, marching at us out of
200 books and a Hollywood blockbuster. Saturnine superpa-
triots, bearded Marxists. vengeful Mafiosi, power-mad bu-
reaucrats, ticked-off generals, burnt-
out spooks—the suspects
stretch to the horizon. Ten
new assassination books
arrive this fall on the eve of
the slaying’s 30th anniversa-
ry: 10 books with a smell
about them, including one
with the smell of truth.

That book is Gerald Posner's
“Case Closed,” to be published
September | by Random House
Prames of reforescs (excerpts start on Page 74). A 39-

year-old lawyer turned writer (his credits include co-authoring
the acclaimed biography “Mengele: The Complete Story,” 1986), Posner achieves the
unprecedented. He sweeps away decades of polemical smoke, layer by layer, and builds
an unshakable case against JFK's killer. To do this, he had to fully reappraise a massive
evidentiary record, plunging in without aclue as to where or when he would come out. He
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reindexed all 26 volumes of War-
ren Commission testimony and
the 1979 report of the House Se-
lect Committee on Assassinations
and cross-referenced material in
hundreds of books and articles.
Then, to fill gaps not bridged by
his labyrinth of 3-by-5 cards, he
did more than 200 interviews of
his own. His conclusion: Yes, Lee
Harvey Oswald —the pathetic
“patsy” of so many conspiracy sce-
narios, the putative fall guy of the
much maligned Warren Commis-
sion—gunned down Kennedy.
And ves. he acted alone.

Americans determined to disbelieve this thesis may be
beyond persuasion. But readers who follow Posner’s
analysis with an open mind will have their eyes openedin
new ways. The Warren Commission correctly identified
Oswald as the killer but filed a brief against him that was
hobbled by mistakes and unanswered questions. Posner
now performs the historic office of correcting the mis-
takes and laving the questions to rest with impressive
finality. bringing the total weight of evidence into focus
more sharply than anvone has done before.

Shell proof. The central issue raised by the physical
evidence has always been whether a single bullet could
pass through Kennedy's upper back and also cause the
wounds suffered by Texas Gov. John Connally. The two
men were struck almost simultaneously. If a different
bullet hit Connally, only a second gunman could have
fired it. Posner demonstrates how computerized re-en-
actments, special enhancements of the Zapruder film,
new bullet-impact tests and medical expertise have at
last proved the single-bullet theory beyond a reasonable
doubt (see Page 88). “The chapter on the single bullet is
a tour de force, absolutely brilliant, absolutely convine-
ing.” says Stephen Ambrose, the distinguished biogra-
pher of Dwight Eisen-
> hower and Richard
ke ¢ -3 Nixon, who was previ-
‘ s ously a strong single-

I: . 4 bullet skepric.
4 e “Case Closed™ de-

MEL B L molishes just as deci-
) sively another cause cé-

' lébre among conspiracy
theorists: contradic-

T tions between how the
: treating physicians at

= : : Parkland Hospital and
- i the autopsy doctors

A B da By described Kennedy's
] wounds. Exit wound or
= entrance wound? Big
or small? High or low?
Warren Commission
- T critics have treated the
- discrepancies as proof

»

that the body was tam-
. A pered with to obscure
the presence of a gun-
man or gunmen who
Young Oswald at the Bronx Zoe  fired from the grassy

Oswald (in dark flasses) with fellow sheet-metal workers in Minsk, where
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1ums sont in 1980. When the defector’s celebrity faded, he grew

by

wﬂl-uh.

LEE AND THE KGB

“My fondes dreams
are shattered,” Lee
Oswald wrote in his di-
ary on Oct. 21, 1959,
Ll just after the Soviet
Foreign Ministry de-
nied his request for citizen-
ship and ordered him to
leave. “I decide to end it.
Soak rist in cold water to
numb pain. Then slash my
left wrist. Then plaug wrist
into bathtub of hot water . ..
somewhere, a violin plays, as
[ wacth my life whirl away.”
Oswald was revived by blood
transfusions. His suicide
note, left on his hotel-room
bed table and included in his
KGB file, read:
“Did 1 come
here just to find
death? 1 love
life.” Two psy-
chiatrists found
Oswald “mental-

ly unstable.” For- Owwald's

mer KGB officer passport
Yuri Nosenko,

who handled Oswald's case,
told Gerald Posner: “It
made us feel he should be
avoided at all costs.”

Even so, weighing all the
risks after Oswald's suicide
artempt, high Kremlin offi-
cials decided it would be
dangerous nof to let the ex-
marine stay. Said Nosenko:
“He was so unstable he
might . . . succeed in killing
himself. Then we would be
criticized for a KGB murder
of an American tourist.”
Too much was at stake. Sev-
eral weeks earlier, Eisen-
hower and Khrushchev had
thawed the cold war at a
summit in the Maryland
countryside, and the Krem-
lin did not want “the spirit
of Camp David” jeopar-
dized. Oswald was granted
asylum and sent to work in
Minsk. The local KGB of-
fice was ordered to watch
him but not recruit him as
an agent. Recalls Nosenko:
“The KGB didn't want Os-
wald from Day 1."
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Les Oswald in Minsk with Marina, a 19-year-old pharmacology student he married in 1941, Later, in America, he would beat her.

knoll. on Kennedy's right, while Oswald (or someone else)
fired from the Texas School Book Depository behind the
president. But when Posner himself interviewed the Park-
land doctors. all but one agreed with the autopsy findings.
conceding that their original observations, made hastily un-
der great stress. had been incomplete, partially incorrect or
subsequently distorted by conspiracy writers.

Conspiracists have also long believed that if they could get
a look inside Oswald's KGB file, it might well show he was a
Soviet agent. “Case Closed” not only examines that file but
reports the author’s interview

with Yuri Nosenko—the first
ever exclusively devoted to the
former KGB officer’s supervi-
sion of the Oswald case. Both
confirm that Oswald was not
only not an agent but was
deemed totally untrustworthy by
the spy agency (box, Page 65).
Previously undisclosed files
cited by Posner also play havoc
with the romanticized portrait of
New Orleans District Attorney
Jim Garrison that director Oliver
Stone presents in his 1991 film,
“JFK." The files—of Garrison’s
own investigators —buttress an
earlier generation’s verdict that
Garrison’s chaotic assassination
prosecution twisted the truth
with cynical abandon. On issue

after issue, Posner caiches Stone and the major conspiracy
writers in serious misrepresentations of the evidence (exam-
ples begin on Page 77).

THE GRASSY-KNOLL FOLLIES

The high quotients of common sense, logic and scrupulous
documentation found in “Case Closed™ are niceties not often
found in the field of assassination studies. One book entitled
“Is President John F. Kennedy Alive —and Well?" has run
through 15 editions:* Aother book, “Best Evidence.” made
the bestseller lists in 1981 with its
theory that on the flight back to
Washington, Kennedy's body
was stolen from his casket right
from under the eyes of the first
lady and presidential aides and
surgically altered to disguise
wounds made by a second gun-
man. The author, David Lifton,
who is at work on yet another
conspiracy book, has spent his
adult life trying to unmask the
JRK plotters. In the mid-1960s
he did photo enhancements of
shrubbery on the grassy knoll and
thought he could discern a man
with a periscope, a man with a
machine gun, another with an
electronic headset, still another
wearing a Kaiser Wilhelm hel-
met, and a galoot who was either
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Douglas MacArthur or the gen-
eral's dead ringer.

The conspiracy wrilers are
fed by a network of amateur
sleuths who keep vast files of
clippings in their basements and
troll for fresh witnesses who all
too often have found their
tongues after half a lifetime of
terrified silence. By one count,
30 men have been identified by
buffs as “the second gunman™
or have themselves “confessed”
to firing shots at Kennedy, usu-
ally from the grassy knoll.

The quest for Kennedy’s kill-
ers long ago became the domain
of both hobbyists and profiteers.
A for-profit JFK Assassination
Information Center prospers in
Dallas by selling bumper stick-
ers, T-shirts and other murder
memorabilia and charging peo-
ple $4 10 view its exhibits. ggn-
spiracy buffs meet for three days
each year in Dallas ($150 regis-
tration fee) to swap theories, at-
tend seminars on such topics as
“Media Coverup—Then and
Now" and welcome star con-

Conspiracists Jim Garrison (right) and Mark Lane in 1967

spiracy “witnesses.” who sign autographs like rock stars. Con-
spiracy “research” occasionally forms a symbiotic alliance with
tourism. Sponsors of a three-day John F. Kennedy Assassina-
tion Symposium last week at Laurentian University in Sud-
bury. Ontario, advertised that participants could alsowrapina
visil to the Shakespeare festival and take their children to a

4

local amusement park and an
underground nickel mine.

Assassination artifacts can be
big moneymakers. Jack Ruby's
gun went for $200,000 at auc-
tion last year; the new owner
offers 5,000 “limited edition™
bullets shot from it for $500
each. Character assassination of
the dead and group libel can be
even more lucrative, Warer
Bros.' “JFK.” a heavily fiction-
alized film tarring Earl Warren,
Lyndon Johnson, the CLA and
the FBI, has grossed $196.5 mil-
lion worldwide.

Culture shock. Every presi-
dential assassination and every
war in U.S. history has spawned
suggestions of secret plots and
hidden agendas, but never be-
fore have the conspiracy alarms
sounded so loud so long. Jack
Ruby's shooting of Oswald on
live television only 48 hours af-
ter his arrest (box, below)
stirred visceral suspicions that
were only deepened by the

troubled epoch that followed — -

the calamity of Vietnam, the

social turmoil of the late '60s, Watergate and the disillusion-
ments of the '70s. JFK's murder came to be remembered as a
loss of national innocence, which served to magnify the ap-
peal of conspiracy scenarios. A single individual might mur-
der a man, but a whole era? Many people want a more
formidable set of villains. “If you put 6 million dead Jews on

THE WRATH OF
SHEBA'S MASTER

Who was Jack Ruby?
Conspiracy buffs por-
tray him as a hit man en-
listed by the mob or
some other murderous
cabal to silence Lee Os-
wald before he implicated oth-
ers. Itis a theory without a lick
of actual evidence. The facts
suggest that Ruby was no
more than a luckless lout try-
ing to play the hero. A former
street brawler out of Chicago
who was barely making ends
meet as a nightclub owner,
Ruby was notorious for his vi-
olent temper —and for his ea-
gerness 10 please policemen,
reporters and the Dallas es-
tablishment. He spent half his
time glad-handing and back-

slapping, the other half throw-
ing unruly customers or errant
employees down the stairs at
his Carousel Club. Beset with
financial troubles, he ap-
peared on the verge of an
emotional collapse after JFK's
death. He closed his two night-
clubs out of respect, wept
openly and wailed that he and
other Jews would be blamed

because a strongly anti-Ken-
nedy ad in a Dallas newspaper
the day of the killing was
signed with a Jewish name.
“You Bithe 5.0.8." Two days
later, Ruby happened to en-
ter the basement of police
headquarters just as Oswald
was being taken out. Noticing
“a smirk on his face” and
thinking “why you little
S.0.B.” (as he told

his brother Earl),
he pulled out the
gun he often car-
ried and fired be-
fore anyone in the
mob of reporters
and policemen
could stop him.
Ruby feit sure peo-
ple would see him
as a hero. “You
guys couldn't do

Police booking photos of Jack Ruby

it,” he told an assis-

tant district attorney. “Some-
one had to do it." A lie detec-
tor test supported his denials
of premeditation. So did oth-
er circumstances. On the eve-
ning of November 22, Ruby
had made no move for the
.38 caliber revolver in his hip
pocket when he came within
a few feet of Oswald at police
headquarters. Two days later,
when he did shoot him, Ru-
by’s beloved dog Sheba was
outside in his car. Ruby was a
solicitous master, atways dot-
ing on his dogs, whom he
called his “children.” Says
former Dallas Assistant D.A.
Bill Alexander: “Ruby would
never have taken that dog
with him if he had known he
was going to end up in jail.
He would have made sure
that dog was at home and
well taken care of.”
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one side of a scale and on the other side put the Nazi regime
... you have a rough balance: greatest erime, greatest crimi-
nals,” historian William Manchester has written. “But if you
put the murdered president of the United States on one side
of a scale and that wretched waif Oswald on the other side, it
doesn't balance. You want to add something weightier to
Oswald. It would invest the president’s death-with meaning,
endowing him with martyrdom. He would have died for
something. A conspiracy would. of course, do the job nicely.”
Some conspiracists are so deep in denial —the actual evi-
dence norwithstanding — that -
they have diminished Oswald's
role to that of a fall guy without
a drop of blood on his trigger
finger. In the film “JFK," Os-
wald loiters harmlessly in the
Texas School Book Depository
lunchroom while Kennedy is
killed by operatives of a vast
military-industrial conspiracy
bent on preventing him from
pulling U.S. forces out of Viet-
nam (never mind that most his-
torians agree that cold warrior
Kennedy had revealed no such
intent). Posner puts Oswald
back at the center of the action
by establishing who he really
was and what he really did No-
vember 12 (article. Page 74).

THE LONE QUNMAN

Who was Oswald? How
strange that the question is still
being asked a generation after
he himself answered it so vivid-
ly upon his arrest. His lips de-
nied his crime but his face af-
firmed it. The faint smirk he
wore both betraved his guilt
and celebrated it. It bespoke a
tormented loner with an atti-
tude too monumental to be
concealed even when self-
preservation demanded it. [ s,
That attitude had shown itself N
many times before —in a small
child who hurled rocks at other
children: in a 13-year-old who was asked whether be preferred
the company of boys or girls and replied: “I dislike everybody”;
in a 15-year-old who became a Marxist and refused to salute
the flag in school, and who as an adult wrote of himself: “Lee
Harvey Oswald was born in Oct 1939 in New Orleans, La. the
son of a Insuraen [sic] Salesman whose early death left a far
mean streak of indepence [sic] brought on by negleck [sic].”

A psychiatrist who examined Oswald in early adolescence
found he had a “vivid fantasy life, turning around the topics
of omnipotence and power,” and from the mass of evidence
adduced by Posner, there seems little doubt that Oswald
dwelt in a parallel universe all his own. In it, he was always a
hero aborning, a man on the verge of being recognized for
his high intelligence and unique talent — first by the Marines,
in which he enlisted at age 17; then by the Soviet Union, to
which he defected, and then by the Cubans, whom he sought
to join in their revolutionary struggles.

Previcusly unpabiished photo of Ovwald in Angest 1963

In the real world, each of these imagined utopias mocked
his megalomaniac expectations. The Marines nidiculed him
as “Ozzie Rabbit” for his reclusiveness and twice court-mar-
tialed him for misbehavior. The Soviets packed him off to
Minsk to labor as a lowly sheet-metal worker until he re-
turned to America in disgust. The Cubans gave him the
bum’s rush as a strange bird whose erratic migrations held
no charm for them. In his private universe, Oswald was a
dutiful husband; in the real world, he regularly beat his Rus-
sian-born wife, Marina, for such offenses as failing to draw
his bath. She fought back by
insulting his manhood. In Os-
wald's mind, he was a bom
spy with a flair for operating
sub rosa against the forces of
fascism; in truth, he chose his
aliases, false addresses and
other superspook affectations
by reading a book, “How to
Be a Spy,” that graced his cof-
fee table. U.S. leftists, like
their foreign counterparts,
viewed him as too weird to be
trusted.

The tension between Os-
wald's fantasies and his no-ac-
count life sought release in vio-
lence. By the spring of 1963, he
had carefully cased the home
of retired Maj. Gen. Edwin
Walker, a prominent right-
winger living in Dallas, and
sent off by mail for a 6.5-mm
Mannlicher-Carcano rifle (the
same rifle that would kill John
Kennedy). He posed with it in
his back yard while Marina
snapped a now famous photo-
graph. The caption, apparently
in Marina's hand, read: *Hunt-
er of fascists. Ha, ha, ha.” One
evening, he took his rifle, crept
close to Walker's house and
fired at him in his den. The
bullet was deflected by the
window frame, saving Walk-
er’s life but deepening Os-
wald’s despair.

By November, the 24-year-old Oswald had reached a new
nadir. He had lost three low-paying jobs in a row and at the
end of September had been refused a visa by Cuba after
spending much of his meager savings to visit the Cuban Em-
bassy in Mexico City to offer himself to *“Uncle Fidel.” Back
in Dallas, he was desperate to reinflate his ego. What better
than to play a delicious secret joke on all those who had
spurned him —one that would demonstrate that he was a
man wily enough to change the very course of history? On
November 19, the Dallas newspapers reported the route
John Kennedy would follow during a visit to the city three
days later. The presidential motorcade was to pass by the
Texas School Book Depository, where Lee Harvey Oswald
had recently found a job and could enter, no questions
asked. Destiny bayed in his ears like the hound of hell. &

BY GERALD PARSHALL
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CASE LDSID
Law Harvey Osuald and the Assasrination
o JFK
By Geruld Porner. Random House 807 pp
Ilnstroted §25.

By Robert Dallek

Imost 30 years after John
F. Kennedy's death,

conspiracy took the
president’s life. Oliver
Stone's "JFK.," a 1981
fim alleging & conspiracy
of high government offi-
cials and which Stane de-

acribed as real history or “truth told to the people.”

sparked congr I leg dating the re-
lease of nearly a million pages of classified docu-
ments. Stone predicted that this material would re-
veal the full story. But the opening of 800,000 pages
by the National Archives on Aug. 23 has added lit-

Who killed
Kennedy? A new
study answers:
Oswald, and only
Oswald

tle, if anything, to what we knew already.
Experts on the Kennedy assassination who have
reviewed the record see nothing startling or even
new in the just-released papers. “This is not & cur-
rent event.” one of them said “This is a historical
footnote.” Wil these materials change anyone's
mind about what happened in Dallas in November
19637 Not likely, another assasgination investigator
asserta. “People who think the assassination result-
ed from a conspiracy will find confirmadon of their
theory, and those who don't think so will also find
support for their beliefs.” The existence of an addi-
tional 160,000 pages of unreleased CLA documents

assures that the assassination controversy will not
disappear. In calling for the release of these addi-
tonal materials, David W, Belin. a counsel to the
Warren Commission, said that Hollywood's musrep-
resentation of the truth could not be refuted with-
out full disclosure of all the government's records.
He thinks the release of the remaining official pa-
pers can end once and for all the debate about whe
kdlled JFK.

Like Belin. Gereia ruiver, a lawyer who has
written booka on Naz war eriminals (notably “Men-
gele: The Complete Story”) and a book about the
Chinese Mafia in America, thinks the principal
question about the Ki dy assassination can be
answered convinaingly. “Case Closed: Lee Harvey
Oswald and the Assasgsinanon of JFK." is Posner's
attempt to do just that

‘The book is a superb refutation of all the con-

JFK, Page Al3

Robert Dallek 1 professor of hstory ol LU'CLA ana
the author, most recently, of "Lone Slar Runmg
Lyndon Johnson and His Times, 19081960
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Who killed
Kennedy?
Still, and .
only, Oswald

B JFK
Continued from Page A12

spiracy theories that have sprung up in the
last 30 years. His book focuses on the lives

of Oswald and Jack Ruby, the violent-and-..

sleazy nightelub owner who shot Oswald to
death before the television cameras in Dal-
las two days after Kennedy was killed. By
recounting the lives of these two principal
figures in the assassination, Posner is able

to address all the outstanding questions—-

about why and how JFK died. Relying on
computers, current scientific techniques
and good old-fashioned commeon sense to
evaluate all the evidence in the case,
Posner has given us the most convincing
study to date on what happened.

Posner demonstrates that the CLA, the
FBIl. the Mafia. Cuba, the Soviet Union
and Lyndon Johnson had nothing to do
with killing Kennedy. The sole assassin, as
the Warren Commission told us in 1964,
was Lee Harvey Oswald. A miserable, des-
perately troubled character who failed at
evervthing. including an attempt to estab-
lish a new life in the Soviet Union, Oswald
was a borderline psychotic whose killing of
the president was the act of a man desper-
ate for attendon of any kind. Though Os-
wald himself might have rationalized his
action as a political assault on capitalist
America’s leader by a dedicated Marxist,
in fact. his political views make little sense
to the many people Posner and others in-
terviewed over the years about them.

Posner shows us that Oswald had the
opportunty and capacity to shoot Kennedy
without the involvement of anyone else or
any organized group. Oswald fired three
shots. Two found their mark and one bul-
let. as Posner demonstrates with impres-
sive scientific data. mortally wounded the
president and seriously injured Texas Gov.
John Connally. There was no other gun-
man. The so-called echoes of other gun-
shots described by a House select commit-
tee in 1979, which led some to the conclu-
sion that Oswald had a collaborator firing
from the grassy knoll in Dealey Plaza,
were the result of faulty acoustical evi-

_ mrtnundh:.
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Harvey Oswaid leave Minsk, in the Soviet Union, in June 1962, aftar he
Tad obtained permission to retum to the United States.

dence. There was no involvement by indi-
vidua! members of organized crime, as the
committee suggested might-be the case.

It is impossible to do full justice to
Posner's argument in a brief review. It can
only be stated that the evidence he mar-
shals in behalf of his case against a con-
spiracy of any kind and for the conclusion
that a single gunman, Oswald. killed the
president, is most compelling. Posner’s
book is not the sort of easy read one asso-
ciates with an afternoon at the beach. The
complexity of the case for Oswald's role
and against the abundant conspiracy the-
ories requires close attenton to the huge
body of detail amassed over the vears. Itis
a tribute to Posner’s skill as-a narrator
that he is able to keep the story moving as
well as he does. Still, this is a-serious work
of historical reconstruction that demands
more effort than casual readers may care
to spend on yet another Kennedy assassi-
nation book.

Will Posner's book finally close the
case on Kennedy's murder, as the title of
his book promises? Don't bet on it. What-
ever the considerable merits of Posner’s
research and analysis. it seems unlikely
that he will persuade conspiracy buffs to
accept his rational conclusions. As Posner
himself writes, “By concluding that JFK
was killed as the result of an elaborate
plot, there is the belief he died for a pur-
pose, that a powerful group eliminated him
for some critical issue.” There is also the
fact that “the JFK murder has, regretta-
bly, become an entertainment business.

complete with board games and shopping
mall 'assassination research centers’
stuffed with souvenir T-shirts and bumper
stickers."” ;

But there is more at work here than
just a crude need to enteriain ourselves
with speculations and fantasies about a
president’s murder, or the need to gwe
some larger meaning to Kennedy's deatn
than can be found in the eonclusion that he
was the victim of a demented individual.
Beyond these impulses. whicn surely help
sustain doubts about the lone gunman the-
sis. is the national climate of suspicion 10s-
tered by secret government and official
corruption: President Johnson's credibility
gap, FBI and CIA deceptions. President
Nixon's Watergate cnsis. President Rea-
gan’s Iran-Contra affair, and the scandals
associated with Koreagate, former House
Speaker Jim Wright, the Bank of Credit
and Commerce [nternational and the
House banking and post offices

As long as mistrust and dimunusned
faith in government and its highest offi-
cials remain central features of Amencan
political life, we will continue to have
doubts about the causes ol Renneays
death. When confidence Ln the nauons po-
litical institutions revives. Posner's book
will stand as the most comncing epiana-
tion of the assassination. Untl then. he ana
others receptive to his argument will have
10 content themselves with the fact that he
has restored a measure of ratonal under-
standing to a 20th~century Amencan trag-
edy.

. S S



Tempo

lﬁ'llnme Sunday, October 3, 1993

m——

The case against conspiracy
Gerald Posﬁer, acting alone, has wounded the JFK cover-up industry

By Paul Gallowsy
Teosre Starr Warmx
he rendezvous Was Aar-
ranged for a mknl;ht
last fall at & Turkish res
taurant near CIA hud
quarters in Langley. Va
The proprietor would be expect-
ing him.

When author Gerald Posner

George was the code name for
Yuri Nosenko, a KGB officer
who defected to the US. in 1964
and now lives under another
name in an part of
the country. Posner Was re-

Sax Posrm, Pacs 7




Posner

Corrravuzn From Pace |
searching & book about the assas-
ion of John F. Kennedy, and

Nosenko had agreed (o speak for
the first time exclusively about
the Soviot inteliigence agency’s
surveillance of Lee Harvey
*Oswald during his stay in the So-
. ¥iet Unlon from late 1359 until
+June 1962 Nosenko had suggested
“that he and Posner bring their
swives, Posner sald. because the
sight of two couples dining togeth-
“er would serve as cover for their
«lnterview,
+ “Yuri supervised the Oswald flle
Moscow was familiar with
KG Oswald's time in
had seen,” Posner
said. * ew he could -be ex.
& remal

1 ko
heipful In
that period of

EE
by

‘
;

Yy
Oswald's life”
A chapter [n Posner's book,
“Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald
&nd the Assassination of JFK." ls
+devoled to Nosenko and his as-
sessments of Oswald

As the tile suggests, Posner
finds ald to be Y') as
7 3assin. Aciing alone. just as the
“ Warren Commission sald. Fur-
ther, he was not & CIA agentL not
3 KGB agent, not sn Innocent
psuy but a sociopath and loser
who had grandiose notlons of
making a mark [n history.

Posner Is as surprised at the
-3 book's conclusion as the conspira-

cy buffs are riled.

very personal
# vindictive calls from (he conspira:
= CY people. If It's any consolation, [
Shever sel out to do a book that
« would say here (s the fina) an:
7 swer. here is who did I~ Posner
: sald during a visit to Chicago.
7 FPosner's intention was to write
o a primer of sorts about the sssas.

MivilddAnnasnanas

* sination afler examinung the wel-

% ler of conspiracy theories to see

- what was credible and what

© wasn't

I Poiing in the garbage

I “When you resd all the conspir-

- ACY books, il's apparent they can1

- all be right because they Oatly
contradict each other,” he

After he debunked as many
inaccuracies and [alse leads as he
could. he assumed there would be
fome |ssues that would require
further investigation. perhaps
Questions aboul acoustics or bal-
Ustics or possible Mafla invoive-
ment

Yot townrd the end of his re-
search. Posner notified Bob
Loomls. his editor at Random
House, that he had taken an unex-
pected turm.

“l was convinced the Warren
Commission had gotten it right
The evidence was overwhelming "
he said

Posner alsoc was sware, of
course. that a large majority of
Er:’e poptlace thinks the Warren

He got a feel for such skepticiam
when Loomis, vice and
executive editor of Random
House, took his own poll &l the
next g of the pub i

houss's top editors. who periodic-
ally gather to report on works In

progress.
“Bob told them about what I'd
. found and asked how many be
lieved the Warren Commission
was right” Pommer sald “Remem-

ber, these are some of the
brightest best-informed. bestedu.

population weren't born (s
November 1961 Stone's movie is &
historical abomination that's Alled
wily falsehoods,

demonstrahle
to young peopla, {t's a documents-
. ;

g

“Even If they read articles criti
cizing it, they say, 'Well Ston
maY have exaggerated. but there's

' Believe

istrict Atty. Jim

Stone has sald “JFK™ was a
“counter-myth” 1o the “mywh* of
the Warren Commislon.— -

The no-longer magic bullet

Among the doctrines of ir-
acy litersture balstered w“zﬂ'

Posner noted, s that the so-called
magic bullet found on Texas :Gov,
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know If the bullets fired at Con-
nally and Kennedy wers still
lodged in their bodies or had been

recovered.
“If they wanted to shield the
conspiracy, there can only be
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by conspiracy books that select
only material that's (avorable to
thelr position. whether it checks
out or not | think these people
are buying the book.”

Thumbs up from the critics

Three weaka afier ity relssse, Il
{s eighth on The New York Times
national best-seller list and sev-
enth on the Tribune's list of Chi-
cago's bast seilers.

Elfh News & Worg Rt_m
w ran excerpts m
Closed"™ writes: “Posner achieves
the unprecedented. He sweeps

decades of polemical smoke,

So Posner attended law school
st the University of Californta at

lorfous Nazi
escaped from Germany after
World War 0 and died In hiding
In South America.

sued the {amily and the
German government,” Posner
sald "N came of suit

but 1 n:gummnm-d z.'-.lll)o docu-
ments & Mengele, so | thought
Td write a book.”

“Mengele: The Complete Story,”
which he co-wrote with John
Ware, was published in 1986,

prompting Posner to leave the law
and write full tire. e
“Case Closed” la his boalk.
“A weakness of mine s that [ tend
1o underestimate of
each project |

perts tested a Dictabell

of radio trafic on Dallas
channels and said shey were 25
percent certain there had been a
fourth shot, therefors a second
shooter and a conspiracy.”

A retest by the National Acade
my of Sciences discredited the
committes’s experts, concluding
that the recording was made a
minute afler the shooting Posner
sald

Half of "Case Closed™ Is »
meticulous examination of
Oswald' culmina

shakable case klller  yonehs before the assassination.
s N quctee “Many conspiracy books almoat
Drwright Alnd it's lunlnmhul n:r;'t,l
Nizon: “The Chupter on fhe  fraetfamict o7 20ch 1
absoiutely brilliant. sbeol 'l('lﬂ!:&llm)'mmmdiwm
-9 " 4 the that he was a spy
New York Times book critic, °“-;,f m" to orig:
y ue was 1o §o

Christopher Lehmann-Haupt:

writes that ~! i ;nuzlnnurcu. Too many books

fulss hundreds of claims that have

added up o conspiracy theories.”
In & Tribune review, suthof

Jeffrey tes that “Casd

with Rose a prostitute,
waming her doctors that the
nedy tlon is going to
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BETTE MIDLER: Thirty shows at
Radio City. That's entertainment
MICHAEL JACKSON: His ‘Dangerous’
world tour visits Moscow.
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Some people
think

Gerald Posner's
bold new book
on the Kennedy
assassination
proves Oswald
did it alone.

But will it
change the
American mind?
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For b resmarch o
1he BLSIRLNFUON B
Prosspem Jann F
Kemmody. Garsid
Puuner pracncsd
oETwiNg e bal of §
e umAR 19 Ba e
Lae Marvey Orwsid
oot m Dolias
T94) "Casa Clomed’
5 My oomchrsoe th
Owwnm was e sty

After 30 years of conspiracy
theories, Gerald Posner's

“Case Closed” is the first to
argue persuasively for

the least popular scenario:
one man, one gun.

oy 1 Mams  dORN

BY JACK SIRICA
STAFY WRrTLR

ERALD POSNEH won the otwes
et boit-acuor mlle off the wal
w Ais Mansacan souds
Apart from s bavonet holger
And & littie extrs lenguh W Lhe bar
rel was 4 replica of the onn
nal g Bpun that sccording o e
fresh veruion of & 30-vear old Lthe
ary that Poaner & piving in & new boos. launched ren
bulbrus that iled President Johr F henneds
That Poaner weuid nave fe1t ine newd w0 purchase hus
own Mannlicher-Carcanc nfle s embremauic of the
plodding. painstaling research that airesdy has wor
him scolades — and that he nopes w1il becin w con
Vines Amemcans thal Liw Harves Oswald scting
alone. asassinated Kenneds
"Nomatier hone much vou near ine e1peru say vou
AN opersie Lhe balt in & {raction nf s second vou want
10 see for voursell * Posner said as Ae heid the firmrm
“You wani wo see. a8 Manns (Uswaid 5 wile, amg. he
saton & porch in New Orieans and vperated it lor
houry — does it maxe s differencr i s guickly the
rifle can be (ired. reloaded and fired aewir
Posner iooked down at Lhe metal bait handie 1 =il
tell you when | firm got it lurnded 1o be pentle wath
1" he sad. recaliing lus inual unsureness wth Lthe
Warld Waz || waspon ““Now | just siam 1 I had
personally found that the mechanum s much toughes
1o oparate. | would have quasuoned Lhe exrperu in &
dufferent way
As the J0Us manrversary of JFK § assassination ar
proaches, Posner s book. "Case Closed ' jomns s crop af
projecis. including Wievision speciais and neariv s dar
n new books. Lhat will Lake part in what has becoms
AN Amemaan mual PeCTRMInING Lhe Feenta LARL b
gun when shows rang out in Dalias Desies Piazs
12:30 p.m_on Nov 22. 1963
But the 39.vearold Posner s book 1s mmething dif
ferem
In an ers when, depending on the poll as mans as @
n 10 Amenicans say thev believe that Rennedv was the
wvictim of & conspirscy, Poaner empiove Meucuious m
ssarch o reach what counis as & novel conciusiean
That, for all na Naws, the Warrer Commiamon was
nght. Oewald luiled JFK wnthout help lram anvane
has impressed sdmirers &80 even some et
e with his deligent ressares and messured anabvau
He re-indesed the entare 26-volume % arren Commus
Hion Fepon. more Lhan & milbon words of tesumans
exhibits and appendioss That projet cutmunated in s
chilling porurwt of Owwald as 8 Idelong loner who
could have pulled off the Kennedy killing aione
Poanar also empioyed computer tachnoiogy not
svailable 1o e commiamion 1 1964 He sava the eom.
putar moduling and amimauon help show thai the
much-dended ~“magic buller’ — Owwnld « second shot
— sould indeed have hut both Kennedy and Texas G
Connally The compuler enkancements also help

T T R e ) S R




prove tnat Oswald had ample ume w et ofT hus Whree
shou Praner savy

The boos aiready has FOTLEN MOTY ATENLON than
any recent JFK prowct save Oliver Stone’s movie
“JFR. which sugmested thes & plot o kill Kennedy
emanaicd {rom high tevels of the Uniad Siates Ga
ernmer:

I apocal liee both th thorough spparentl:
sven-nanded research, and the tact Lhat. followaing the
publicatian (n recent vears of A near-consLant scream
of conspirscy books. “'Case Closed may be the first
B & respecurd suthor Lo argue persussively for Lhe
Cwwald-aione theary. & scenana most Amencans dis-
missed vears ago

We nave torcotien the ston " Posner sad “We
nave ferestten the decals of 1 Because we v lost D--
wald | il tnese thiny vears. all tne ln was sbout
cnnspiracey

Tvpical of the lavarable trastment thus far was &
cover sorv and 24-page special repon en e book 1n
U & Mewy and Yorld Report. The magunine s cover
declared the book “brilliant’ and conciuded hat of
il the new books on the assassination “Case Closed™
had the * smell of Lruth " The others LS News sud.
metels Asd n smell

He pweept sway decades of polemcal smake. laver
b laver and busids an unshakable case agunst JFE &
whier " U'S News sawd of Posner

1t just & model of hastancal wcholership,  sud
Stepnen Ambrose the Bovd Profesor of Hustory st
e Universits of New Orleans. and noued stugent of
assassination litersture. who savs the book ha
cnanged N mind He saud that until this book. he had
entertuned the possibility of & conspiracy because of
doubus sbout 1he mngie-bullet theor He savs Posner
nas convinced him that & single bullet bt both Ken-
nedv and Coanally, and that ald scted alone

But wall ~Case Closed” change the Amencan mind™
Crues — and there are many — sav that Posner. &
former Manhstan stiorney, \gnored Imponant -
dence 1n an #fTort 10 build & prosscutonal ndictment
of the ream of conapiracy theones

th-hl_vuumo-ndlhtnupn-dhhﬁwrnw
posmbibity of 8 JTK conspiracy — former House Se-
lect Commitiee on Assassinstions counsel G, Robery
Blakry — sud Posner s book. rather than hawing &
real impact. would end up 8 mere “foctnote” w0 &
bibliography of sasassinauon lierature

“"What & Uoublesome for me in Posner’s book u
hat he s & lewver wninng the bref for one mde. and
Uhere ¥ no reason (o & pereon whao s seen or heard all
the sdence Lo eredit his book as opposed to

b

mmmmwamm—n.n-mn—u--nm Uposr nght. the re-crasted

mavercsse i Ottver Tigne’s Mim. "JFLL’

The Plot’s the Thing

BY FRED BRUNING
FTAST WRITER

HE ASSASSINATION of Jehn F
Kennedy snd di hvod

ment and bevond. As though stuempuing Lu keep thre
debate churrang for anowrer peneration. Swne deds
catad “JFK" 1o young people “in whose apint the
-:d- for truth marches on *

theones have done much Lo defline
the lan quarter of this American
emtury — the killing of & beloved

pise 5 aasd Blakey, 8 Univernery of Nowre Dume law
professar

1 think Lew Harvey Owwald fired two shots from
behind that killed the premdent of the Unied Sutes
pevond & ressonable doubt.'” Blakey sud “Bui 1
think there (s pubstanusl evidence 1o believe both the
ear. and Lhe evewninesses that there was another
shot i the plazs

| think & ressonable person can agree with me
glnn sdded “I'm not so arrogani aa o sy, ‘Case

losed .

“Case Closed”’ sseenually w s straghtioreard nar-
ration of how Lee Harvey Ovwald, scung alone. asme
1o kil Kannedy The conclumen. Lhough armwed st
more arthully. 1 precusely that of te Warren Com-
mussion, which endured both contemporsry and mab-

Jack Kennedy,” Posner said “To me. that ia & hunda-
mental flaw nmwurna&.-m"-nnudmm

Kennedy the previous vear, polls showed Lhat & tard

of Amencana bebeved insuead that Owwald was only &

piayer in someone s diabolical pame The number hit

60 percent in I.IH_‘ and conunued cumbing When
I A falk

pol g & the contro-
vermia) 1991 movie, "JFIL" 77 percent said they had

nmmudnul'udlm'rwmmh-hﬂ
-utd—__nupv-yupm-l. presenung all kinda of

‘theories that Clark wasn't buying, mudenta
seamed incredulous *They would salk swsy shaking
thesr hasda.” ha asid.

In hus beok "Case Clesed " Gersld Posner savy
Amenicans embracsd Mlurrnauve explanauon o the
Kennedy hilling because Uhe evant smply semed 0o

waa o much
Wilham Manchester, now professor of histery
the

Streel. airesdv filled with B
books on subjecws ranping from Nan dector Jonel
Mengele to the Chinese mobster. bacarne 8 repos)-
or ol cardboard file bases Mariung off the thou
sands of hand-wnten indes eards wers dinder baad.
e such as. "Brun’. “Ballistees”: “Fingerpnnt,’

Owwald was 7o * paisy.” but insiasd Lroubled and in-

v wiolent =4 he grew up Indeed. Posner de-
wouss about hall the book 10 what amounts 1o & -
peliing new biography of the alleged amasn The
footnotes thew st mueh of Lhe welhing dewai in Os-
waid 1 life story comes mrught out of commuasion re
cords which have been svailable 1o anyone for 30

years
Typcal of the bographical secuen v 8 long-buned

Pinsse sor JFK on Page 0

st Wasleyan Unevermity, i

Kennedy illing wn preparsuon for his 1967 book,
*"The Desth of 8 Premdent.’ and agreed thai an “es-
mm"umwmwmuhr

onspirecy eXplanstons "
“"puulﬂnnuﬁndunﬂmhnlnﬂri‘

War [ on one mde of the saale and. on the other uds of

Use scale. the Nasis — the greatsst band of cruminaly

the Warren Commission remains the
canterpiece of the sstablshment s ore-man. ane-gun
arpument. Stone likely has no resson Lo fear the
“march” for truth wall e back

“What made us |Amencani w0 resdy 1o believe
conspuracy theores waa that the Warren Commismion
report was woefully, woefully snadequate v Jons:
than Vankun, suthor of the 1991 book "Conspiracies
Cover-ups and Crimes Politieal Manipulauon and
Mind Contrel in Amena "™

Vankun says the Warren Cammisaion setiled for the
safest, most poliucally convenent anaivis “Wher
vou see Lhal, you have w sy something funny i fr=
ing on. saud the author. who beleves it likelv thal
Cowald was mereiy one agem in & wider plot

Though he rejecus conspiracy theonies Edwin
Guthman, press secrvary for Robert Rennedv when
the pramdent’s brother was US astorney peneral
savs most Amencans have shown nothing more than
reasonable “‘shepucsm and cunosity  about Lhe &
ssssinauon “Thers haan't been & hue and oy saud
Guth now § Jo profs wn Califormis

Onhers note that Amenicans are lews inchined o em
brace conspirscy sxplanations than Europeans
whose humory @ replets >th polueal mtngue —
soma of 1t murdersus. And yet many Amencani seem
sager (or Uhe outlandish — for & mghung of Ebvie mt
the Super Bowl. or word of srsterrssials invsding
the Wiute House. or. indeed. for an explanation of
Juck Kennedy's desth that dossn't bepn and end
with Lar Harvey d

*People would rather o for the complicated rather
than the mmple anewer’ sad Terence Sandbek &
Californsa prychotherapust who has studied belrel ave:
tema. He cited polls indicating Lhat large numbers of
U_S5. cusens believe in smrology and the abilitv
communieate with L desd — evdence that “Amer:
enns in genersl are pretiy pullible.” Sandber sud

Il Amencana resch for sxoue snswers. the hatit did
ot begyn wnth the Kennedy sasassination Hustorans
note that conspirscy theories sbounded afier ihe
murder of Abraham Lincoin n 1885 by John Wilkes
Booth. Canvinesd there was 8 ploL. suthonties uresi

#ver 1o smus contrel of 8 sate — thery @ g bal the
presias crime, the grestsst crisunals,” Manchester
sud v 8 telephone mlernew “But if you put the
ssssssinaton of Kennedy on one mde and that wreczh.
e wail Oywald on Uhe other, 1t dossn't balance ™
Through the ysurs, many Amencans have been en:
\-duu—lrmhﬂa—-hmimdub
nats (rom Mark Lane wo Olrver Seone, direstor of
»JFK " Swone's rresung — bul heavily cnucsed —
film argued that Kennedy was targetad by an sxtraor-
bm-—mhhafmlhtnlmm govern-

edaas purator the phy who set the Nes
wng killer's bronen leg Dr Semutl Mudd was sen.
tenced 1o prisen for life and his pradicament
prompisd the phrase. “Your name s Mudd

With his (wesly ressarched book. Posner save he
hopes 1o lead Lhe nEON back 1owsrd rauonal discour
regarding the Kannedy killing, Bul conspuracy Lhearies
harve Nounshed for 30 yeury and appear 1o have & =de
onmnuency Will “Case Closed’ end speculstion on
Lhe Kennedy aamssinavon a1 last® “That' sighed
Pomner, “'may be 100 much 1o hope for " »

T iMvd
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BOOK SHOOTS HOLES
IN CONSPIRACY THEORIES

CASE CLOSED

LEE HARvEY OSWALD AND THE ASSASSINATION OF JFK
Gerald Posner (Random House,

512 pages, $25)

REVIEWED BY JAMES C. ALVORD

ase closed? Not likely.
Itisn'y that Wall Street lawyer-curned-

auther Gerald Posner hasn't presented
a metculously documented. nearly arnght
case aganst Lee Harvey Oswald. Buta week
before last, the Nauonal Archives released
more than 1.000 boxes of previously classified
materials relaang to the 1963 assassinanon of
President John F. Kennedy. Included were
more than 90.000 pages ot documents from
the CIA and no fewer than 30 separate files
the agency kept on the ex-Marine before he
was alleged 1o have killed the president.
Rather than being closed. as Posner suggests.
the case may be just entering a whole new
discovery phase,

Posner must have known he was swimming
upstream when he began to write this impres-
sive indictrnent of Oswald. More than 2.000
books have already been published on the
subject: only a handhul take the posinon that
the Warren Commussion got it nght Further,
nagonal surveys have consistently found that
almost 80 percent ol Amencans believe a con-
spwracy was behind the murder ol President
Kennedy.

Undaunted by all oi this, Posner presentsa
calm chronology ol Oswald s life sarung with
his formauve years in New Orleans and end-
ing that strange Sunday morning in the base
ment of the Dallas Police headquarters when
Jack Ruby stepped up and became an assas-
sin in his own nght

Along the way, Posner uses previous work
done by the Warren Commussion and the
House Select C on A
as well as hus own onginal research and analy-
sis. He parades out the familiar cast of Dealey
Plaza wimesses and underground figures. de-
mystifying them with brutal facts and seem-
ingly irrefutable loge.

For example, Jean Hill. the mystenous “La-
dy in Red” who was porrayed heroically in
Oliver Stone's recent "JFK” mowie epic. is ex-
posed as having either a vivid imagination or
a very bad memory. Hill. author of her own
assassination account, “The Last Dissenting
Witness.” was standing on the south side of
Elm Street directly to Kennedy's left as the
motorcade rolled through Dealey Plaza. She
was arguably the closest person to JFK ex-
cluding passengers in the limousine. when
the final shot was fired.

Given her posinon. Hill also had a szraight-
on view of the famed grassy noll as well (Re-
searchers have long theonzed that one or
mare shooters were stationed behind a tall
picket (ence on the top of a genty sloping
)moll facing the motorcade). Hill subsequent-
Iy told a terrifying tale of immediately running
across the soeet and up the grassy knoll in
hot pursuit of a man she thought may have
shot the presigent

Posaer's examination ol other photos taken
during and some mi after the assas:
von show Hill never left her onginal position.
If she ran up Lhe grassy knoll. it had to be a
long time after ull gunmen. real or imagined.
o left

Geruld Posner argues that Lee Harvey
Oswald, later gunned doum by Jack Ruby.,
was [FK's lone assassin

When not using existng photo evidence or
startling inconsistencies in the tesumony of
key withesses, Posner offers the work of Fail
ure Analysis Associates. 2 “prominent firm”
specializing 1n computenzed reconstructions
for lawswts. Among the more interesang ex-
penuments referenced is a process called “re
verse projection” in which a fulksized model
of the presidental limousine is created on the
computer. compiete with passengers. The
process uses film enhancements and sophist-
cated techniques of measurement to make a
strong case lor three shots from the soath
floor of the Texas School Book Deposnory.
thereby implicanng Oswald and virrually
eliminanng any possibility of other sh ]
in Dealey Plaza.

In a sumilar fashion. Posner bravely offers
an unwavenng endorsement of the onen-
ridiculed "magc bullet” theorv. According 1o
the theory. J Oswald acted alone. a single bul:
let had to puncture Kennedy's back. exit his
neck enter Gov, John Connally's back. sunke
a nb. exan his chest. pass through his wnst
enter his nght thigh and emerge in a near-
perfect condibon. Amanngly. with computers
and not murors. Posner's experts confirm
that this improbable scenano 1s actually quite
posaible.

Unforrunately, as anomeys like Posner are
well aware, it is not unusual for two highly
qualifed experts to embrace two separate and
completely incompanble theories. A good ex-
pert. it is said, can start with any conclusion
and create the stanstics to back it up. Ironical
ly, that has been the rap on the Warren Com-
mission for these past 30 years. The commus
sion was told Oswald acted alone in killing
President Kennedy, and its members and
staff labored mightly to prove it

While the author may be vulnerable ta the
same charges of harboring a preconceived
barte plan, his impressive scholarship and in-
cisive analysis should not be overicoked, The
book contains hundreds of fascinanng foot-
noles and ends with 71 pages ol citanons (o
other authonues,

Posner may not have closed the case on the
assassinacon ol President Kennedy. but he
has struck 2 severe blow to the conspuacy
community, which to date may have thought
itself above reproach.

If you love
limgwistics, this
-says a "‘Mouthful’

A MOUTHFUL OF AIR
LAMGUAGE. LAWGUAGES ESPEC UL » EnGLSr

Anthony Burgess (Morrow. 400 pages 323

REVIEWED BY ARTHUR SALM
nthony Burgess has whnner . fe ot 15
worid s greal 1ex1buuks

Althougn in “A Mouthn, o A e

mught not cover every 1actond wueniin Intre
1o Linguwsocs’ classes. ne covers mast af Lem
— and debghaully, at that Cuiiege Tesnmen in
the early throes of a love agar with language
would be easy prey 10 anv Linguisucs Depart:
ment savvy enought to require Burgessn Line
101 Thev'd Gight tor thewr ngnL net to party as
the Beasoe Bovs would have them ao but1a
declare a inguisncs major

Other readers. however wiil have ta be very
interested in language in order rully 1o apprecr-
ate Burgess edon (an expansion of “Language
Made Plain,” published in the eariy 1960s) LI
you aren't alreadv taruliar wath phoneoc tran-
scnipuon and the physical mecnamsm Lhat pro-
duces speech, be prepared 10 iearn all about
both = ar much of hus basic lesson inot to

. mennon hus wonderful asides) wall pass vou oy

With some eHorL you'll emerge rom the text
knowang a stop plosive rom a gnde 3 oilabia
from a labiodental consonant

Burgess guides readers througn the arv stud
about as panlesslv as drv stun can ever be -
versed. With that grounduing. we re prepared to
underswand the deveiopment ot alpnaaers, lan
guage famubes. borrowang ul words among 1an-
guages. the evoluuon u! languages. 3 huston ot
dicoonanes. dialects. Siang. e vireat vowe
Shift. Amencin vs. Bnusn Engusn, ang “Nuls
Scotns, Scorosh, Scoteh © Fur teacnung was
Burgess calls in examples mom ianguages wun
which he has sume lamilianry — Russian. May
lay. Japanese. Lerman. Frencn Welsn He
brew and Old Engush. 1o name a lew

All this. remember. from the man wno Cofi
structed a ficnonal warld using as building
blocks same terror-inducing LNGUISLC Msts
“There was me. that 1s Alex, and mv three
droogs . " Burgess began his nover “A Cluck:
work Orange.” Here s 3 man wno wnows — ana
knows how 16 use — the power ol languais

Acrually. Burgess putsmarted humsellin “A
Clockwork Orange.” and set himself up to be
torpedoed by the very nature of language as it
exists in the real worid,

Preparing for the novel. he wnies. °|

" amassed a suitable reallife glossary Then [ re

alized that all this would be demoded by the

‘ nme the book appeared. so | had o invent a

lexis. sefung my Story in an imagined ruture
that is already histonc. The ironv is that in the
United States. a number of teen-agers appropn:

' ated items trom the lexs — woras of Russian

ongn like "droog” and “groodies” and “nagsat”
— and this shoved my rurure into the aisvary
able past.”

Itis this lune of halogen-intense Hlumina-
ton ol ideas that ought to make “4 Moutnrui o
Aur” a moael lor college textbouks ]hu ruum
Soun, thes vouid be Bnanous 1R 7o
uresisuble

Solugon: Have Anthonv Burgess wnite all ut

them

ALVORD . o former journalust. 1s an astorney
IR privale prachice.

SALM 15 g feaiure writer for ine San Uiego
Unmian-Tnoune.
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T e homs

ndertaking a samous 1n-

vestigation of President

John F. Kennedys as-

sassination is a little

like conducting a sober
sudv of unidentified Nving ob-
There ts nothing inherenity
‘rivolous about either subject.
Bul both fields have been domi-
aated for s0 long by CTRCKpOLS
#nd nut cases that a sort ol
guult by association attaches 10
¢ach new armval Dont we all
on hearing thar an otherwise re-
spectable author like Gerald
Posner has taken on the death
of JFK (and the life of "JFK™,
wander i the fellow has Jost his
marbles”

He hasnt Unlike many of the
100) other books that have been
written about the Kennedy as-
~assintion. Posners “Case
Closed” 1s a resolutely sane
piece of work, More impor-
iantly, "Case Closed” 15 utterly
rOnVINCING 1N (15 thesis. which
seems, in hght of all that has
iranspired over the past 30
+ears. almost revolunonary. His
thesis 15 this: Lee Harvey
O>wald killed Kennedy by
qumself. There was no Conspira-
¢v Fundamentally. the Warren
«ommission was nghi.

The bulk of “Case Closed” is
devoted 10 Ovwald's pathetic Life
»tory. His father died 1wo
months belore he was born. His
mother was erratic and possibly
insane. Oswald had moved 21
1mes (and artended 11 schools)

Who didn’t kill JFK?

by the time he was 17.

His stormy chudhood led 1o
his fixation with a son of nfan-
tile leflism. which manifested
itsell in Iifelong interest in com-
munism and the Soviet Union
Notwith ng these 1
trans. he joined the Marunes, but
tone of the many myths that
Posner explodesi never gained
access (0 any greal national se-

crets in the Corps. The truth is |

more mundane, He was sumply
a washouL

After his milllary service.
Oswald embarked on lhe most
bizarre chapter of his life. the
one that became the fount for
many of the conspiracy theo-
ries. He defected to Russia. It
was. in part a political act. But
mostlv It seems to have been &
rather poignant anempt to get
attention.

For a while Qswald was a
modest celebnty in Minsk—the
American Defector:—but the
novelty quickly wore off. and he
became just another Soviel
trying to get along on lousy

in a too-small apartment
After about three years in Rus-
sia. he came home, The
Soviets—even the KGB—never
had any use for him and were
happy to see him go. Oswald
and his Russian wife. Marina

settied near Dallas in 1962 He
continued to drft. quwely des-
perate,

Posner spends a great desl of
time on one even! the conspira-
cy theorists tand to ignare. On
Apru 10, 1963, using the same
mau-order Mannlicher-Carcano
rifle that he would fire at JFK
Oswald attempted (0 assassinate
& right-wing retired general
named Edwin Walker. who was

t in Dallas politics.

By some unu!::. Oswald's x
only grazed general’s y
The CIA, the KGB and the
Mafla—the most commonly

-

e

Gerald Posner shines the cold light of sanity on the host of conspira

wtnf;m.'mwimCmmn(m:Lﬂ

Harvey Oswakd (above] was the lone assassin of President Kennedy.

cited of Oswald's alleged co-
conspirat no reason 1o
want Walker dead. If Oswald
had any co-conspurators in the
Kennedy assassination, they
certainly notl have want-
ed him 1o take the risk of first
rying to kill Walker. The epi
sode |s strong circumstantial
evidence that Oswald was sum-
ply a lone crazyman with a
powerful rifle.

all of the conspiracy theorists’
favorite hobbyhorses straight
out of town.

Did Oswald have time to fire
all three shots? Yes—the Mrst
one missed. the second hit both
Kennedy and John Connally
and the third blew off the top of
the President’s head. Was that

-~

second shot a “magpc bullet.”
which survived in an impossi-
bly pristine state afler njuring
two men? No—the bullet per-

If Kennedy was shot from the
rear. why does the Zapruder
fiilm show his head snapping
back in that direction? Two rea-
sons—because the bullet de-

.~

cy theorists

stroyed JFK's cortex and caused
A neuromuscular spasm that jok
ted his head backward and be
cause of the “jet efTect,” the
same phenomenon in physics
that causes a rocket 1o go
forward when 11s jet fuel L5 ejec.
ted backward. In detaued (and
often amusing) [ootnotles.
Posner exposes the factual er-
rors. fantasies and frauds that
the conspiracy theorists have
relied on to explain the evens
of that day.

Posner concludes with a short
history of the Warren Commus
sion—and the backlash against
It. The tragedy of the Commus-
sion, as Posner sees iL 15 that
its deliberations were rushed,
secrative and incomplete.
Worse. the FBl and CIA never
owned up 1o all they knew
about Oswald and events relat-
ing to the assassination.

Those omissions were criti-
cal—nol because they would
have changed the Commussions
conclusions but because the dis-
sembling encouraged the con-
spiracy theorists' flights of
fancy. As It turnmed oul. the
Warren Commission was perfec-
tion itself compared Wwith the
“investigations” that followed it
[n parucular, Posner's account
of Jim Garmson—the corrupt
and incompetent New Orleans
district antorney whom Oliver
Stone made the hero of his fim
:::K"—u by turns horrifying

hilarous.

1 started “Case Closed” as &
skeptic—and slightly put of by
the presumpruous tite. To my
mind historical truth is always
2 slippery thing. The chances of
knowing for sure what hap-
pened In any eveni—much less
one as murky as the Kennedy
assassination—seem remo.e.
But this fascinating and impor-
wnt book won me over. Case
closed, indeed.

—



0,.2_35 Really Did It, arid Without Help

By ALex HEearo

If you doubt that 30 years ol JFK assas-
sination theory have had an effect, con-
slder whal is happening to Gerald Posner's
*Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the
Assassination ol JFK" (Random House, 607
pages, §25). This exhaustive re-examina-
tion is getting the [ull treatmenl reserved
for major works of controversial revela-
tions, complele with a publisher’s embargo
and serlalization In a newsweekly.

The scoop? That Oswald, acting alone,
brimming with hall-baked Ideology and
loser's envy, killed JFK by firing three ri-
Ne shots from the sixth foor of the Texas
School Book Deposltory. With the help of a

new computer enhancement of the famous .

home movlie laken by Abraham Zapruder,
Mr. Posner concludes that the first shot
missed, the second wounded both Kennedy

and Gov. John Connally and the third

struck the president [atally In the head.

If that sounds famillar, it should.
Though Mr. Posner’s account differs In
some imporiant particulars, he's advanc-
ing the same bottom line as the Warren
Report, the 1964 document thal hundreds
ol well-meaning researchers, conspiracy
bulfs of varying abliity and honesly, out-
right cranks and (in a class by himsell)
Oliver Stone would have you belleve was
the work either of fools or evil pariners In
a treacherous and far-reaching coverup.

- Mr. Posner Isn'l the lirst writer to take
violent Issue with what past theorists have
sald. Bul for a couple of reasons his work
ought lo have more impact than previous
Oswald-really-did-it books. First, Mr. Pos-
ner doesn’l bear The Taint: Unlike pro-
Warren Report writers such as David Be-
lin (**Final Disclosure,” 1988), he has no
connection with the loathed Warren Com-
misslon. Second, Instead of simply review-
Ing the evidence and serving up a stale cud
that Ignores the more feverish modern

conspiratorial theorles, he strapped on his
machele and waded all the way into the 26
groaning volumes of Warren Report lesli-
mony and exhibits, into the mountain of
documents and arcana associaled with lhe
1979 report of the House Seleci Commillee
on Assassinations, Into the reams of other
documenls pried loose from lhe govern-
menl over time by the bulls. He conducled
some 200 new Interviews. One of his more
compelling subjecls Is Yuri Nosenko, the
famous Soviet defector who was a KGB of-
licial during Oswald's inlerlude as a Soviet
delector. Mr. Nosenko flatly waves off the
Idea that the KGB recruited or In fact had

Bookshelf

fasssssessssnansasTns

“Case Closed™
By Gerald Posner

any Interest in Oswald. Bul what about the
fact that Oswald did Marine duly at Al-
sugi, where the U-2 spy plane was based?
“We had better information already
coming from KGB sources than he could
ever give us,” says Mr. Nosenko. The
KGB, he Insists, “'didn’t want Oswald [rom
day one."
Addressing such points Is crucial, be-
- cause some pro-Warren Reporl writers'
disdain for the bulfs Is such that they Ig-
nore thelr wilder claims. That's a mistake,
and Mr. Posner avolds Il. JFK-assassina-
tlon theory entered new realms of com-
plexity In the “70s, In part because dilfi-
cull-lo-belleve, real-world conspiracies
llke Watergale made anything seem poss|-
ble. Then, too, the House Select Commillee
opened Lhe theory Moodgates lale in the
decade by concluding that a fourth shot
had been [ired (possibly, It said, from the
Infamaus grassy knoll), and that New Or-
leans criine boss Carlos Marcello had the

The Wall Street Journal, September 3, 1993
DN:

.-
-

- -

“molive, means, and opportunity to havej;
Presldent John F. Kennedy assassinated.” ]!
By the time “JFK" hil the screen in 1991,
a lot of Americans—including people who
had scarcely given the Kennedy assassl-
natlon a though! - were primed lo believe

a much more fanlastic theory than that ;¢
Namely, that JFK was whacked in a com-
plex plot Involving the mob, antl-Caslro
Cubans, the CIA, right-wingers, and mill-
lary men convinced JFK would keep them
from waging war in Vietnam,

Mr. Posner begins his accounl with Os-
wald and ends with Oswald, and along thé .
way walks the reader through a reap-'*
praisal of the case thal's comprehensive
enough for beginners and detalled enough' *
for hard-core bulfs. Bul this Is far from A’
Cliffs Notes outline of the world's most dig"’
cussed shooting. 1t Is polnted enough 1g"'
raise plenty of hackles In buffdom. _““M.._.”
safe bet, however, thal the hollest ¢ iy
fire will be almed at Mr. Posner's theory"*
(based on a new reckoning of when 02F
wald's first shol was fired) that Oswald
had at least eight seconds lo get off __;n.
shots, and thal the first shol missed. (The' !
Warren Commisslon was uncertain aboul' |
the timing, and about whether the first or- s
second shol missed.) This matlers, be- |
cause many bufls insist Oswald’s pace wa} !
more hurried— three shots In 4.8 or 5.6 sect
onds—making il hard lo belleve he fired
with accuracy. Mr. Posner also scolls at-
the Idea thal Oswald was a poor shot, ang; ¢
that the so-called magic bullet that hit JFK , ,
and Connally emerged In “pristine” cony,,§
dition. In fact, Mr. Posner noles, Il's
slightly Natlened.

So s this case really closed? No chance. : ,
The bulfs hungrily awail thls book and-.,
we'll have o see il they [ind Naws in Mr.,
Posner’s argument. Bul the sallent fact fof  ,
now Is this: They can't Ignore IL. ',

Mr. Heard is wniling a book on American ' -
subcullures,
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‘Case Closed’ shatters theories |

of Kenned

THE PHOENDX

F ormer Wall Street lawyer Ger-
ald Posner suffers no shortage of
the bravado that goes with the
breed.

Only a supremely confident
writer could presume, ‘with_.one
book, to put out of buxiness a
cottage industry in assassination
copspiracies that has thrived for

three decades and 2.000 volumes.
Nor does bhe lack a Im (]
pamsion for meticulous il, s

evident in his 607 pages. two
appendices and 2212 footnotes.
And here's the big surprise. He

delivers on the promise.
Closed” really does, at
long ose the Esnnedy case.

But all future conspiracists in-'

h}'uudmmhn;qhn-tuu

in t of the over-

whelming evidence, is to absolve &

man with blood on his hands, and
13

-

“CASE CLOSED: LEE
HARVEY OSWALD AND
THE ASSASSINATION OF
JFKN
By Geraid Posner
Random House, 607 pge., $25.

prove the case for the single-assas-
gin theory embraced so quickly for
political reasons (but correctly, as

lifelong outzider’s urge to “be
somebody.”
llmthuoti_uhlhindhu
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But life is full of irrationality,
and doesn’t always provide such
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WHEN THE CENTURY WASB YOUNG:
A Writar's Notsbook
Dss Brown. August House, $28 (224p)
ISBN 0-87483-267-8

_In this graceful memolr, Brown, su-
thor of Bury My Heart at Wounded
Knes, offers quist, warmheartad ansc-
dotas about his youth in the SBouth and
his sarly svolution ss & writer. Born in
1908, he was five whan his family
moved to Btaphens, Als. It waa s quiet
town, but by the time Brown was 12,
the discovery of oll had turned Ste-
phena into & haven for fiimflam artista
whom he learned to aps. His school-
ugchar grandmother, however, 80
pricked his taste for print, that young
Dee scraped together §28 t0 L
band prlnting.pnu. Almost inevitably,
ft sesms, he began to write, selling
firat adventure story at 17. He learned
journallsm at a small-town Arkansas
Epu & year later, and, after acquiring

passlon for the West from his faver-

ite professor at Arkansas State Teach-
ers College, he wrots his first western
in 1942. The memoir ends in the '80s,
thereby missing Brown's mature writ-

# CASE CLOSED: Lee Harvey Oswald and the
Assassination of JFK

Gerald L. Posner, Random. §26 (512p) 18BN 0-878-41886-8
Posnar, & lawyer and Investigative reportar (Mi
major task here and brought it off with considerable panashe. In the faca of
& multitude of assaasination books propounding dosens of theories, all of
them critleal of the lone-assansin/no-conspiracy cass, he has come out
square for Oswald as the sole culprit. Poaner pro
evidence fo
spands nearly alf the book on a closely detailed
thst unhappy and, he claimas,
serutinises svery minute of the time Jack Ruby spent between the sssassi-
nation and the moment ha abot Oswald in the police garage, and eannot find
that Ruby’s sct was other than an outburst of spur-of-the-moment rage
born of unexpectad

proponents of Warren Comrmission orthodoxy do. He scrutinises many of the
muuymnmnmwm.mmmm
but inevitably finda thmnnﬁn[.l!umwmhuehmpdhhor her story
hm(nmwﬂtnouud!d).h-mdno give more credencs to thair first
impressions, bafore the thearies

endless trafl of his liss and ax

nguls), has set himaelf &

pounds—and offers good
ust thres shots, all from Oswald in the Book Depository, and
axamination of the life of
paranoid maz. He also

opportunity.
Posner does not ride, testy and rough-shod, over objections, a8 lesser

tempted them to doubt them-

lace, craxy, delusional or otharwise unreliable. About New Orleans DAL
uummmmuwmmmummulmmm

- - e ———

ing career, which is mentioned only in
an epllogue. Photos not seen by FW.
(Sept) findings, adding

work and lack of cooperstion, he easta no suspicion on them, or upon the C1A
{(whosa staternents he seems to accept uneritically), for possible involvement
in, or foreknowledge of, the crims; and he does not even txy to explain why &
motorcade 8o barsft of elementary security sutions was allowed to
procssd, Btill, this is » painstaking and remarkably thorough presentation of
what has become an utterly unfashicnable & proach. There arw sxtensive

notes on sources, and some innovative and helpful graphic reconstructions
= of the shaoting scene and the shots, First serial to U.S. News and World

WRITER

FOR

HIRE

S"““"“‘hll FINAL JUSTICE: The Trus Story of has never been convicted, thanks to &
author and the Richest Man Ever Tried for Marder legal staff that eventually numbered
joumalilt Steven Na{th and Whits 80 and the expenditure of perhaps 820
Smith. Dutton, $24 (480p) 12BN 0-526-  million, the suthors show, Others have
Andrew Crofts 934529 written about this classie ease, but
IlsoghOItWThﬂ Most true crime talss wre brutal and none so searchingly as have Naifeh
gad, but the case of Cullen Davis ia and Smith, who previoualy collaborat-
anonymously doubly ';::t‘u Mbuluu itis also s ed on The Mormon Hm}m‘md Pt:!.
i storyof WAk son -
ok wmm- one of three sons of Kenneth lock, Cynically, they conciude that Cul-
best-sellers with CWBtinky”) Davis, who built a Texas len bad the right of It when he bragged
other authors, empire and amassed a fortuna by ques- that "Money can buy n.nythlnlg." Pho-
including b tionable means. Brutalised by his fa- tos not seen by FW. (Sept) |
including human ther throughout his ehildhood, Cullen |
interest stories, o into & shy, 1whml'm mwu TO gnm The Hu-
’ p B monstrous 1 man Poverty ¢
autobiographies, business Forth Worth ha was sccused of Jonathan Fresdman. Atheneum, $20
books, self-help manuals and wounding his wife, Prisclls, (S86p) ISBN 0-889-18136-1 .
novels with whom he over & In s work impressive for the compact

WAas
divoree, and her friend, Beverly Basa, and readsble way it depicts govern-
and of killing Priscilla’s 18-year-old ment's failure to fully support the social
Enquiries to: PW Box GW, dsughter, Andres, and Bass's boy- needsofitscitizens, Freedmas. s Pulit-
friend, Bubba Gavrel. Acquitted, Cul- ser Prige—winning journalist, has intar-
249 West 17th Street, len was subsequently in the courts viewed people across the nf:l'ﬂl ":O“f
or. New Y0 again in two murder-for-hire trials, experiences he sees 44 emblematic 0
= H?w’ FOBHY - both cases ending in hung juries. He the way slected represents —both

B4 FURLISEYRS WEEKLY / JULY 18, 1998
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Oswald did it
or me, the first hint of what would
come to be known as the Kennedy
Assassination Conspiracy came on
Mﬂﬂd&y, Nowv. 25, 1963. ‘

The killing of President John F.
Kcmed;llgud taken place three days
before. He had been buried that morning.

My friend, Sherrill, asked, “You
knm{why Lynqd?ng Johnson

. hmth%'sq;ai:;g!j on the LBJ Ranch, don't
c

you?” walked outside from

the daily food fight called lunchtime in )
l‘aciﬁ::Cin':m:l!:ﬁg.hScl:mclf'lI'J-IT-[-Ilﬂ"“"li’ﬁ;‘e
room. RN e B s
“Nope,” I said, and Greg laughed. |
“Because Lee Oswald never | .
gave him back his riflel” It was tasteless

and of that solemn day but ..
wo cackiod saywey. |

That was the begi It might have
been lwhat :fe d:cnleull a d';;I joke,”
but plen really

that]}.BJqlrnd a hand in ﬂnm
Others were convinced Castro or the
Birch Society was behind it. ;
Rumors were already flying and the
Warren Commission had yet even to be r
mmmmd

lforethought. Pge W »
stailing speaks vamace ot e
i aks vo 'l e ate

disuunt'ngtAmegimshvgu_fthéitd‘ ’
Oown government. Even a majority e
“I..ovcltntl.emlt"ujandbeﬁeveslhe
';:vemment has conspired to keep the

cts of the murder secret. $ei

. 'Rumors were already

/ flying and the Warren

Commission had et
even to be suggested.”

But that’s where the agreement ends,

Now, everyone has his or her t
theory: The CIA did it because .Fl-sl{ was
about to defang the agency following the
Bay of Pigs fiasco; the Mafia wanted
retribution for losing Havana — the
comjecture seems to be endless. Over the
5‘“‘ writers have identified more than

gunmen — by name — as the shooter,
the second shooter, the third, fourth, fifth

and 50 on.

- Posner, an attorney whose previous
books include “Mengele: The Complete
Story,” as well as an expose of the heroin
trade called “Warlords of Crime,” and
“Hitler’s Children,” a collection of
htendm. with the sons and daughters of
Nazi officials, does nothing_less than

" It is a book that is destined to spark
hnnyl." room debate. It will also
Inhmnwhulembmdmg‘mﬁon

H Itmlght win" Pulitzer
P £ e g ot yuars
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By RON HAYES
Palm Beach Post Stalf Wilter

w07 pages; $25.

In this compelling and convincing
ye-cxamination of the crime of the cen-
tury, lawyer and journalist Gerald
Posner reaches a conclusion both com-
forting and strangely troubling.

The butler did it.

Lee llarvey Oswald, acting alone,
murdered President Kennedy.

Posner's thesis is simple, and bril-
fiantly defended. In the 30 years since
Nov. 22, 1963, the national fascination
with thal day in Dallas has turned our
attention lo an ever-widening gallery of
suspecis and conspiracy theones.

We've been 30 busy mulling ﬂil. i
afia,

ble plots by the CIA, the FBI, the
anti-Castro Cubans or endless combina-
tions thereol that Oswald, that diffident
figure lurking in the corner, has all but
faded away.

Take a close look at Oswald, Posner
Jp.._n-. and his guill is entirely plausi-
ble.

The first hall of Case Closed is
devoted to what, strangely, we have
never had before — a detailed biogra-
phy of Oswald. Both insecure and meg-
alomaniacal, he was everything JFK was
not: a brooding, violent child who had
moved 21 times and altended 12
schools before his 16th birthday. A
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dishonorably discharged Marine. A
wile-bealer. Even a failed assassin. (Be-
fore he pointed his mail-order nifle at
the president, Oswald had tried to mur-
der right-wing Gen. Edwin Walker, and

Kennedy's murder, Posner reporls,
those in Dallas who knew him best
were nol surprised. After reading
Posner's accouni of the man, mosl
readers won'l be, either.

His study of the murder itsell is
aided by several pages of wonderfully
vivid maps and graphics.

The Warren Commission declined
to conclude whether the first or second
of three shots misscd. Supported by
computer-cnhancements of  Abraham
Zapruder's home movie, which is still
the best visual record of the crime,
Posner argues that Uswald had 15 scc-
onds in which 1 hit his target, and fired
three shots in B4 scoonds. The first
shot missed, sinking a ok — and the
clock starts. The sevond hit both Ken-
nedy and Texas Gaov. John Connally 15
scconds later, and the final, ftal bullct
hit the president about 4.9 seconds aficr
that.

In a publishing scason that has
further sullicd the reputation of joumal -
ists with The Last Drother, Joe McGin-
nis' irresponsible biography of Ted
Kennedy, it's a pleasure to report that
Posner has wrillen a Kennedy book
that decent, intelligent people can read
withoul lecling dirty.

In addition to conducfing 200 inter-
views, he has read and re-indexed all 26
volumes of the Warren Commission
Report, and scarcely a stalement gocs
unsourced. At 38 pages, for example,
the chapter recounting Lhe actual shoot-
ing boasts 186 source notes. Names are
named, quotes attributed, and specula-
tion clcarly presented as such.

Even readers who fail lo accepl
Posner's argument will respect Lhe log-

,Ommw m_om.&," Omém_@_ did it — alone

!
|

ic and professionalism with which hg
makes il.

This book is also, by the way, on
hell of an exciling read. The Keaned
assassinalion is a mystery slory, aftex
all, and Posner, whose previous work
includes 3 highly praised biography ol
Joseph Mengcle, tells it in a dean, lucid
siyle that builds suspense.

In the end, this reader was con-
vinced.

In a letter 1o The New York Times,
histunan William Manchester had this
1o say aboul conspiracy theorics:

Il you put six million dead jews on
wne side of 2 scale and oa the other sikde
put the Nari repme — the greatest
gang of criminals ever 1o scize control
of a modern state — you have a rough
balance: greatest crime, greatest crimi-
nals.

“But il you pul that murdered P'resi-
dent of the United States on one side of
a scale and thal wrelched wail Oswald
on the other side, it doesn’t balance.
You want o add somcthing weighticr lo
Dswald. It would invest the President’s
death with meaning, endowing him with
martyrdom. He would have dicd for
somcthing.”

If Posner’s conclusions are correct,
he has shown us something much sim-
pler, and therefore much darker, than
any conspiracy.

In a country that likes to believe
anybody can grow up lo be president,
even a nobody can grow up lo kill one.
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Gerald Posner offers
- conclusive evidence
that the
conspiracy theories
are off target

. ByW.JOBEPH CAMPBELL
§ THE MANTIORD COURANT
i Neartheend of hisimpressively
> researched, thoroughly persuasive
* analysigof Lee Harvey Oswald and
-+ the asshssination of President
. Kennedy, Id Posner quolcs one
) 1's biographers, Wil-
* lism Manchester, who providess
+ telling explanation for the many
* conspiracy theories that surmround
+ the death of the presiden tin Dallas
+ JOyearsago.
¥ “Iyou pul the murdered presi-
¢ dent of the Uniled Statesonone
: side of a scale and that wretched
+ waif Oswald on the other side, it
| * doesn't balance. You want (o sdd
] ..8..!__....3!1—-.:259!-5. 1
| + would invest ihe president'sdeath
\ with meaning, endowing him with
* manyrdom. He would havedied for
something.
A conspirscy, of course, would
Betho bt mimales " aeritne Manrhne

AE

rer. “Uiloriunately, there isno evi-

dencéphmssoever thal there was
one” )

In Case Posner quite suc:
the many and
elabors racy theories, while
dicimend - O-l-_ﬁv.—s =
. agninsl

Possier, a former Wall Street law-
yer and co-author of Mengele: The
Complete Story, demonsirates how
Oswald couldn't have acted insny
fashiombul alone in carrying out the
assassination. In building the case,
Posnerilluminates the central and
plaring weaknesses of the con-
spiracy theories — that any plot in-
cluding Oswald would have had 10

T animp mzﬁ ik 1

work of sympathizers, allies and co-
conspiratorn.

Tobe sure, conspiracy theorics
have mushroomed over the pasi 30
years; the more recenl derivatives

have bordered onthe extreme. Pos- |

nernotes that, over the yean, the
Baiiﬂ.m.n..-...arlusnsr
fied nearly 30 gunmen, by name, as
Fnie-lgai-en..ru
{heocy — the third, fourth o fifth
shooterat Dealey Plaza, thesite ol
the assassination. In the critical lit-
erature, Lee Harvey Oswald has
evolved from being the lone killer 10
being pari of a conspirscy 10 being
an innarent matey tnheine s hern

who
dent
-plot.

It

THE JFK ASBASSINATION

¥ ”_‘ K
e

ul._m-tD Obwald's
y patheticlife. Hewasan
i Joser who believed himeell

of respect that he never
won. didn"t it in anywhere
— inthe United States or the Soviet
Uniod, in the Marine Corpsoria
murried life. :
The porirail makesquile clear
that it no way could Oswald have
vﬂ.‘:l-%«.i-aﬁ.«.

e ticreey Ovwald
and the Assassinewion
of JFK

| By Gersld Posner

Ivestigathve journalism
Pendom Houss, $26

. for bringing down the presi-

 the LS., rejected

. imhis marriage, and hound-

{ ments in the weeks and months be-

fore the ssassination are 1oo well
documented; his iemperament was
100 poorty suited for a rolein any
plot. Asunsatisfaciory a3 it may
seem, Posner persuasively srguesit
was fale and coincidence that
brought Kennedy into the iclescop-
icsight of Oswald’s luslisn-made
rifle that Movemberday in Dallas.
Menal A% Inrmeantad mathuating

ﬁ-.!.-g]lnivi.
nerwriles:
“Failed in his stiempis o
find happincas in Russiaof
by the Cot
bans, barely sble 1o make s
Tivingin America, frustrated

ed, inhisview,bytheFBLhe o
wasdesperateiobreskoutofl *
his downward spiral. He had i
endured long enough thehu-
milistion of his fellow Ma-

rines, the Russian snd Cubsn y
bureaucrals, the employers that L B, . Asweciamd Prom Bl phass
fired him . . . Lee Ovwald slways . ree M
thought he was smarter and betier Book Depository missed — almost shots were fired, the wounding path
than othes people, and was angered - | surely deflecied by s branch ofan of 1he second (“magic™) bullet, bnd
thatothers failcd fo recognizethe osk iree. Ballistics iesisand the en- the route of Oswald's escape from
stature be thought he deserved.™ hanced home-movic footage show the book deposilory. ‘e
Posner’s diligence approaches: thai the second shot siruck Kennedy Despite the weight of the evi-
brilliance in Chapter 14, ihe intri- intheback, grazed the tipof s verie- dence that Posner has marshaled,
cale yel absorbing snalysisof the bra in his neck, exited through his it"s not likely that Case Closed will
shooting. !-w.:w..koq computer | throat, then hit Connally and end speculation aboul the events in
h tsofthefi Is- ed his multiple wounds. “The Dullas that day. The book nonethe-
pruder home movie taken of the bullet needed no magic,” Posner Jcus is compelling in arguing 1hat
Kennedy motorcade, Posner it able ﬂ writes. The third and fatal shot tore Oywald acied slone. “Tosay other-
“1osettle the question of thetiming | into the president’s head.’ *  wise, inthelight of the overwhelni-

ingevidence,” Posner writes, “is o
sbsojve a man with blood os his
Fﬁri?ﬂﬂw..ﬁ%_—;
killed.” |

of Oswald'sshotsandlopinpoint | The persuasivencas of Case

the moment” that Kennedy and (losed isenhanced by the graphics

then-Texas Gov. John Connally " inAppendix A that illustrate the

were struck, “with a precision previ- » workings of the murder weapon Os- 1

ously unatiainable.” wald boughi from a mail-order I
.

He concludesthat thefirstshot | house, the assassin's sniper’s nest, o e by e etenPilet
that Orwald fired from the Texas the motorcade’s poitinna s the - Hows -_.u.l.
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JEK: setting the record straight

Beyond Camelot

and conspiracies

B Proaiden! Kennedy: Proflia of Power.
chard Reeves. Simon & Schuster. 798 pages.
27.50.

N Case Clowed Gerald Posner. Random. 585
woe S5
Iy FRANK DAVIES '

For 30 years, the huge outpouring of lit-
Tature on John Kennedy has been gul.lr-
.zed by two biased views: Kennedy as brave
Zamelot knight, cut down just as be began
o fulfill his promise; and Kennedy as cyni-
al, unprincipled hedonist, overwhelmed by
¢ presidency. And for 30 years, Kennedy's
aurder has produced a host of conspiracy
neories gobbled up by a public skeptical
aal one nut could commit such a horrible

rime.

an.llly.. the life and death of the 35th
resident is getting a strong dose of literary
zality. Richard Reeves' President Kennedy
nd Gerald Posner's Case Closed are rigor-
usly thorough and finely crafied contribu-
ons to a confusing historical record.

id-fashioned legwork

The two authors did it the old-fashioned
ay: sifting through mounds of new source
aterial, analyzing what has been writien,
mducting new interviews and letting the
1ips fall where they may. No “nonfiction™
2lon, lazy speculation or unsourced asser-
08, -

Reeves must-convince readers tired of
ther “pure adulation or strident revision-
" that his is & fair appraisal of Kennedy.
mner must do more — convince us that
 mun, not a conspiracy, killed the presi-

s and his ability to keep his relationships
mpartmentalized.

“No one knew Joha Keanedy, not all of
him,” one old friend told Reeves. Few peo-
e, for example, knew the terrible state of
is health. Kennedy suffered from Addi-
son's disease, a debilitating condition that
required massive cortisone injections. For
his bad back, Kennedy received a strong
mix of mphmmlinu from a doctor who
operated in virtual secrecy.
pg:am' judgments are careful, often sub-
te. This lengthy narmative, with an almost
week account of events, shows how
Kennedy was late 1o embrace the civil rights
issue. For the first two years of his presi-
dency, he saw the images of black protest in
the South as an embarrassment o his for-
cign ventures. Bul in 1963, after a lot of
rodding, Kennedy changed his view and
ramed the issue [or the nation as a moral
commitment.

Kennedy gets mixed marks for his han-
dling of foreign crises. The Bay of Pigs
disaster and involvement in Vietnam show
a2 vacillating president. The Cuban missile
crisis, probably the most documented event
of the Cold War, was a qualified success,
but Kennedy was preoccupied with the nar-
row escape from nuclear war, He was struck
by a simple reality that only he and Khru-
shchev had fully grasped. that “no politi-
cian in his right mind was going to use
nuciear weapons first.”

Simultanecus crises
In his brief presidency, Kennedy dealt
with a remarkable compression of events,
crises that were simultancous and tumultu-
ous. With the vantage point of history, the
t issues of the Cold War and civil nghts
m separate. But at times they overiapped,
almost swamping a president who relied on
charm and improvisation, not organization.
If Reeves' appraisal of Kennedy is as
complex as the subject, Posner's thesis is
disarmingly simple: Les Harvey Oswald
smuggled lyiis $12.78 mail-order rifle to
work, fired three shots and killed Kennedy.
He acted alone. He had no help in carrying
out the assassination or trying to make his

SILAPE,
These facts, of course, are blasphemy 10

conspiracy buffs. Posner, a former W
Street lawyer who wrote a biography
Nazi doctor Josef Mengele, shows b
many conspiracy theories depend on asu
tions that were discredited early or nes
checked out — but are perpetuated in bo
after book, Witnesses radically change o
ries years later, often several times, and 2
accepted as authontalive.

One chapter demolishes the work of Ji
Garrison, the demagogic prosecutor wi
was almost sanctified in Oliver Stone’s fil
JFK. Another chapter, though technic:
takes the reader step-by-step through t!
three shots fired by Oswald, using new con
puter tests (o show that the assassin ba
plenty of time 10 get ofT the shots and th:
oule'ybullel struck Kennedy and John Cor-
na

A nasty missnthrope

Posner's test accomplishment is h
portrait of Id, the man aimost forgo
ten in the c_rmsnirlr‘y frenzy. Prone to vic
lence, cultivating fantasics, Oswald th
ASSASSIN EMErges 25 & nasty misanthrop
with a suspicious history — defection 1.
Russia, flirtation with Castro’s Cuba — bu
no clear link to any of the people or group
who might have wanted 1o kill Kenned:
One by one, Posner debunks “evidence” o
Oswald the CIA plant. Soviet agent or mafi:
fall guy.

Posner doesn’t spare the Warren Com-
mission for ils shoddy work. or FBI anc
ClA officials for- thewr mendacity anc
cover-ups. They were trying 10 hide embar-
rassing secrets. such as their colluston with
the mafia on Castro assassination plots. and
in the process they helped feed many con-
spiracy beliefs.

Case Closed and President Kennedy
have amived just in time. With the 30th
anniversary of the assassination next
month, another onslaught of tempt-
ing conspiracy claims and juicy Kennedy
revelations, these two authoritative
books handy as an sntidote. ~

Frank Davies is The Herald's associate
news editor,
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may fin

or a generation, Americans

have been sitting around

kitchen tables debating into
the night whether Lee Harvey
Oswald acted alone in the assas-
sination of John F. Kennedy.
This fall, which marks the 30th
anniversary of the shooting, the

nts will grow even more

heated in the light of new evi-
dence.

For the canspinﬁ theorists,
the opening of the National
Archives’ huge stash of assassi-
nation docurnents provides
countless new possible plot
twists. The 900,000 pieces of
paper, including investigative
photographs and memos, will be
hashed over for years.

For those who blame Oswald,
a new book provides comforting
evidence that the conspiracy the-
ories are bunk. “Case Closed:
Lee Harvey Oswald and the
Assassination of JFK,” published
by Random House, uses com-
puter enhancements of the
Zapruder film and hundreds of
witness interviews to pick apart
the theories.

For years, [ have vacillated
about the assassination theories.
The conspiracy boosters always
raised enough troubling ques-
tions to keep me from accepting
the Warren Commission’s con-
clusion that Oswald acted alone.

But “Case Closed” presents s0
much compelling evidence that
it's hard for a reasonable person
to read the book and continue
arguing for a conspiracy. In fact,
author Gerald Posner so com-
pletely debunks the assassina-
tion myths that I'm embarrassed
to think I ever was taken in by
them. i

Why have so many of us been
so willing to believe convoluted
theories rather than accept the
simple explanation that Oswald
did it? Perhaps because we
human beings have a tough time
acknowledging that really terri-
ble things can happen for no
good reason.

We don't want to think that
someone as handsome, vibrant
and powerful as John Kennedy
could be spuffed out in a second.

72

8]

MARILYN GEEWAX [

1f a man so special could get shot
like a stray dog, how safe are the
rest of us?

Surely some greater force
must have been responsible for ,
the death of a president. The CIA,
the Mafia, Fidel Castro —yes, |
any of them could kill our leader,
but not some skinny guy witha .
weak chin. ’

We easily talk ourselves into- "+
such conspiracy theories when_
faced with tragedy. When |
Michael Jordan's father turned’
up dead, we started spinning_
yarns about mob hits. When Pres-
ident Bill Clinton’s friend, Vin-""
cent Foster, killed himself, many
pundits began inventing elabo- " -
rate stories about secret plots. =

We journalists often hear from
readers who tell us about com- -~
plex government plots. Once in 2
very great while, such a conspir- .
acy really does come together: '
Richard Nixon did try to cover up
his wrongdoing. (Of course, the
truth came out about Watergate'
because people never keep 4
secrets for long.) .

At least 99 percent of the tims,
an apparent conspiracy turns out
to be nothing but another brutish-
or stupid act. Life is full of acci~-
dents, mistakes, cruel deeds and’
goofy coincidences — and more :
often than we'd like, these mis-
cues and misdeeds lead to trage-
dy. We hate to accept that, sowe °
make up stories to reassure our-
selves that bad things happen for-
a reason. :

After 30 years, it's time to stop
trying to comfort ourselves with
myths about John Kennedy's -
death. Our president died i
because a nut wanted him dead. .
That's very sad, but it's true.

Marilyn Geewax is a Constitution

4
A

_ editorial writer.

Atlanta Constictutior

y be put to rest s 27, s
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A compelling case that Os

| Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald
and the Assassination of JFK

m<8&ﬂgi.ea=—§.§-§
Pp. ,

By W. JOSEPH CAMPBELL

Near the end of his impressively re-
searched, thoroughly persuasive analy-
sis of Lee Harvey Oswald and the assas-
sination of President John F. Kennedy,
Gerald Posner quotes one of the presi-
dent's biographers, Willlam Manches-
ter, who provides a telling explanation
for the many conspiracy theories that
surround the death of the president in
Dallas 30 years ago.|g 2

“"If you put the
murdered Presi-
dent of the United
States on one side
of a scale and that
wretched waif Os-
wald on the other
side, it doesn't bal-
ance. You want to
add something
weightier to Os-
wald. It would in-
vest the Presi- mPosner
dent’s death with meaning, endowing
him’with martyrdom. He would have
died for something. o

“A conspiracy, of course, would do
the job nicely," writes "Manchester.
“Unfortunately, there is no evidence
whatsoever that there was one.”

And in “Case Closed: Lee _._n_dnu.
Oswald and the Assassination of JFK,"
Posner quite successfully dismantles
the many and elaborate conspiracy the-
ories, while constructing a powerful bill
of indictment against Oswald.

. Posner, a former Wall Street lawyer

Rich detail

1e odlnmr
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and co-author of “Mengele: The Com-
plete Story," demonstrates how Oswald
couldn’t have acted in any fashion but
alone in carrying out the assassination.
In building the case, Posner illuminates
the central and glaring weaknesses of
the conspiracy theories — that any plot
including Oswald would have had to

embrace an impossibly wide network of

sympathizers, allies and co-conspira-
tors. . . *

To be sure, conspiracy theories have
mushroomed over the past 30 years; the
more recerit derivatives have bordered
on the extreme. ’ 4

Posner notes that, over the years, the
83—:..-& literature has “identified
nearly 30 gunmen, by name, as the
second or—d =B=ﬂo_..=ﬁ theory —
the third, fourth or fifth shooter at Dea-
ley Plaza, the site of the assassination.
In the critical literature, Lee Harvey
Oswald has evolved from being the lone
killer to being part of a conspiracy to

‘being an innocent patsy to being a hero

who vainly tried to save the President
by warning the FBI of the plot.”

It all withers under the intense scruti-
ny of "Case Closed,"” the larger part of

‘which is devoted to Oswald's torment-

ed, pathetic life. He was an unstable
loser who believed himself deserving of
respect that he never won. Oswald
didn’t fit in anywhere — in tlie United
States or the Soviet Union, in the Ma-
rine Corps or in married life.

The portrait makes quite clear that in
no way could Oswald have been part of
a conspiracy. His movements in the
weeks and months before the assassi-
nation are too well documented; his
temperament was too voo_._w. suited for

actory as it

arole in any plot. As unsatis!
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ald

.
+ . mKemnedy .2
L 4" . .

®Oswald ' ;. :
may seem, Posner persuasively argues
it was fate and coincidence that w..ocm!

into ‘the —M_nﬁﬂo%? ;

Kennedy it:fof
Oswald’s Italian-ma 8 " No-

2
"
D

acted alone

R :
A .mﬂ.: of Oswald's shots and to

moment’ that Kennedy
id then-Texas Gov. John Oo:ﬂn_q_w
were struck, “with a precision previ-

SIS | - ously unattainable.”

* 'He concludes that the first shot that

_ “Oswald fired from the Texas Book De-
ﬂﬁ—qﬁ missed — almost surely de-

y & branch of an oak tree. Bal- -
listics tests ‘and the enhanced home-
movie footage show that the second
shot 'struck ,Kennedy in the back,
grazed the tip of a vertebra in his neck,

3 through his throat, then hit Con- -
3 %ﬁ:& caused his multiple wounds.

~3"The bullet needed E.Hﬁ_o. Posner
“3¥ writes. The third and fatal shot tore into

& gn—gn.h—_g_.‘z 5

g

e g e
it was . 15 enhanced by the graphics in Appen-, -

bringing down the p -

ple u:au%__. Posner writes::! 51 Loy
"'Fail .-:E.-nza_:d- to find happij- *;

ness in Russia or the U.S. feject BiC.

the Cubans, barely able to make a li
in America, frustrated in his ma q_un.
and hounded, in his view, by the FBI, he
was desperate to break out of his down-
ward spiral. He had endured long
enough the humiliation of his fellow
Marines, the Russian and Cuban bu-
reaucrats, the employers that fired him.
- - . Lee Oswald always thought he was
smarter and betier than other people,
and was angered that others failed to
recognize the stature he thought he
deserved.” :
Posner’s diligence approaches bril-
liance in Chapter 14, the intricate yet
absorbing analysis of the shooting.
Making use of computer enhancements
of the famous Zapruder home movie
taken of the Kennedy motorcade,
Posner is able “to settle the question of

A rush bio

3 nfT hﬂSTQ._QT |

2 dix A that illustrate the workings of the”
*. murder weapon Oswald bought from a

mail-order house, the assassin's 'snip-
er's nest, the motorcade’s positians as

-, the shots were fired, the wounding path .

of the second ("'magic’) bullet, and the’'
route of Oswald’s escape from the book
de ory. ' -

espite ‘the weight of -the-evidence
that Posner has marshaled, it's not like-
ly that “Case Closed” will end specula-
tion about the events in Dallas that day.
The book nonetheless is com =5m
arguing that Oswald acted alone. “To
say otherwise, in the light of the over-
whelming evidence,"” Posner writes, “is
to absolve 8 man with blood on his
Fﬂ.ﬂm and to mock the President he

ed.” R

" W. Joseph Campbell is a Courant staff’
wriler.




Entertainment Weekly, September 24, 1993

]| i ISTORICALLY, Americans
i have long congratulated
themselves for their dedi-
cation to plain facts and |
their commonsense suspi- .
cion of abstract theories. °
The reality, of course, is far

[} less flattering to national
self-esteem. We have al- |
i ways been suckers for a good conspiracy '
i theory. Such all-American figures as :
i William Jennings Bryan, Henry Ford,
i and J. Edgar Hoover rarely failed to

i find organized subversion wherever

With overwhelmi . SRR » | they looked, nor lacked for cheering
elming evidence and logic, ‘Case Closed’ proves it S :

that Oswald was JFK's lone assassin. BY GENE LYONS |  Evenso, it is still remarkable that it
i has taken 30 years since the assassina- :
i tion of President John F. Kennedy fora |
book like Gerald Posner's CASE CLOSED: |
LEE HARVEY OSWALD AND THE ASSASSINA- |
TION OF JFK (Random House, $25) to be !
written and published. Every conscien- :
tious citizen who has ever sat up half the !
night maundering over the elaborate |
speculations of conspiracy mavens like !
Mark Lane, Edward Jay Epstein, David :
i 8. Lifton, Robert Sam Anson, Anthony !
{ Summers, and Jim Marrs (those are only |
| the most prominent), not to mention the '
: millions who lined up to watch Oliver :
i Stone’s brilliant 1991 propaganda film |
i JFK, owes it to himself to give Posner’s :
: book a careful reading. The result, safe :
! to say, will come as a revelation. i
i And, yes, as something of a relief. As
i thorough and incisive a job of reporting !
i and eritical thinking as you will ever !
i read, Case Closed does more than but- |
i tress the much beleaguered Warren !
i Commission’s conclusion that Lee Har- !
i vey Oswald—pitiful, grandiose lone de-
: mento and would-be Communist defec- |
i tor—bore full and solitary responsibility i
i for the murder of President Kennedy. It
 also indicts and pretty much convicts the |
| entire JFK-conspiracy industry of siop-
i py research, shoddy thinking, special
i pleading, hysterical speculation, and |
i downright dishonesty. More than that,
| Posner's book is written in a penetrat-
! ing, lucid style that makes it a joy to |
: : read. Even the footnotes, often briskly
ASSASSINATION MEN: <y i debunking one or another fanciful or -
Author Cerald Posner in front of a ' | imaginary scenario put forth by the con-
photo of the man he says acted M) spiracy theorists, rarely fail to enthrall.
alone, Lee Harvey Dswald i How and why the Kennedy assassina- |
: : ! tion has become such a happy hunting :
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ground for opportunists and crackpotsis !
not so hard to figure. Almost regardless |
of their political orientation, millions
share the perception that American life :
has grown infinitely more difficult and :
confusing since that awful November af-
ternoon in 1963. Also, as Posner writes, |
“strong psychological reasons prompted
the public’s early embrace of conspiracy |
theories. The notion that a misguided so-
ciopath had wreaked such havoe made :
the crime seem senseless and devoid of !
political significance. By concluding that
JFK was killed as the result of an elabo-
rate plot, there is the belief he died for a :
purpose.”

But piece by fascinating piece, Pos- |
ner—a former Wall Street lawyer whose
previous works include Warlords of |
Crime, a book about Chinese heroin |
smugglers, and a widely praised biogra-
phy of Nazi death-camp doctor Joseph |
Mengele that he coauthored—takes the |
evidence in the Kennedy assassination
apart and puts it back together. As the
author himself points out, no mere mor- :
tal could tie up every last loose end. !
Even in an ordinary mugging in broad !
daylight, eyewitness accounts are apt to
vary sharply. But will it come as news to :
readers persuaded otherwise by count- :
less books, TV and radio documen- |
taries, and films to learn that fully 88 '
percent of witnesses in Dealey Plaza on
Nov. 22, 1963, testified to hearing exact-
ly three shots? That computerized en-
hancement of the famous Zapruder film |
and sophisticated ballistics tests now :
prove that the renowned “single bullet” :
that wounded both JFK and Texas gov- |
ernor John Connally is an incontrovert- |
ible fact? That many “eyewitnesses” |
who supposedly saw all manner of |
strange goings-on that day either :
weren't actually there, told very differ-
ent (and more consistent) stories under |
oath before the media spotlight found :
them, or resided in psychiatric hospi- :
tals? The chapter on New Orleans dis- :
trict attorney Jim Garrison, the heroic
lone-wolf prosecutor of Oliver Stone's
JFK—who before his mad quest ended !
had placed 16 assassins at five locations |
in Dealey Plaza—is by itself a master-
piece of expository journalism.
Case Closed is & work of genuine pa- :
triotism and a monument to the astrin- :
gent power of reason. A

SEPTEMBER 24, 1983

Wozencraft's NOTES FROM THE COUNTRY
CLUB (Houghton Mifflin, $19.95), how-

The Accused

Judging the samity of @'
husband killer

SOPHOMORE SLUMP:
Wozencraft's second

novel is a letdown

commit suicide, but plugged the woman-
izing rat by accident. No such halfheart-
ed measures for Wozencraft's hocuriant-

i ly embittered protagonist, freelance
i public relations expert lured from her
| successful Manhattan career back to her

 native Texas by a smooth-talking airline

T'S NOT EVERY NOVEL that
comes with a dust-jacket blurb |

from a convicted murderer—in this
headmistress who shot her cheat-
man Tarnower. In the case of Kim
ever, Harris' is an appropriate en-

dorsement. The “country club” in ques-
tion is the Veritas unit of the Fort

i Worth Federal Correctional Institution,
i where a government psychiatrist must :
determine whether heroine Cynthia |
Mitchell is sane enough to stand trial
for the stabbing death of her abusive :
i husband, Daniel.

The gist of Jean Harris’ defense, read-

pilot who not only commences t0 beat
her like a yard dog but also seduces her

sister, Alice. Few one-dimensional card-
case, Jean Harris, the prep school :
i feminist fiction have so badly needed
ing lover, Scarsdale Diet doctor Her-
| writer didn't need to stack the deck so
blatantly. This is what makes Wozen-

board villains in the history of pseudo-

killing, but the abundantly talented

eraft’s second outing (after 1990's

! much-hyped Rush—loosely based on
! her life as a former undercover narc) so
i disappointing. The novel's minor charac-
i ters, fellow Veritas inmates for the most

part, have a vivid individuality unac-
countably lacking in Cynthia and her
brute of a husband. There’s more psy-
chologically evocative detail in Garth

| Brooks' country song “The Thunder
! Rolls,” about a battered wife's revenge,
ers may recall, was that she'd taken a '
i gun to Tarnower’s house intending to

than in all 200-plus pages of Notes From
the Country Club. C —GL
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A comprehensive, sober look

at the assassination of JFK

M13)
History

CASE CLOSED: Lee Harvey Oswald and
tha Assassination of JFK

By Gerakd Posner. Random Housa. 807

By JOHN ARWOOD .
ext month marks 30 years since John
: F. Kennedy was killed. In that time,
hundreds of books, dozens of televi-
sion documentaries and a Holly-
wood blockbuster have sought to solve the

case.

They usually raise valid questions. But
many of them have the journalistic stan-
dards of “A Current Alfair” or worse.

Now comes a comprehensive new book
by journalist Gerald Posner, arguing per-
suasively that the Warren Commission got it
right Lee Harvey Os-
wald killed the president
without any help. o5

Of the new JFK-assas- 8 Y
sination books arriving
this fall, Posner's has {

tifiably so. While it cer-
tainly doesn't settle the
case once and for all..it
accomplishes what only
a handful of such books
have done: to look so-
malﬂmlmdmusemdmcha
ible, delensible conclusion.

As Posner sees it, the only way o
understand the assassination is by under-
standing Oswald. To that end, he devoles
Iulmeha.ll of his book to a biographical look
at accused i

assassin.

Chapter by chapter, Posner builds sus-
pense as he retraces Oswald's life: At age
13. in trouble for truancy, he told 2
psychiatrist. “1 dislike everybody.” As a
Marine, he was court-martialed twice for

, violent behavior.

in 1963, he tried to assassinate a right-

A e s oo t e Texas

and took a clerk’s job at the Texas
School Book Depasitory. On Nov. 22, he
rode to work with an acquaintance, CarTyin
a long paper bag that he said contal

“curtain rods.” More likely, Posner believes,
it was the mail-order Mannlicher-Carcano
rifle Oswald would fire at the president from
the deposilo;y's sixth floor. .

What sets Posner's book apart from other.
assassination texts is not its conclusion —
several recent authors have argued Oswald
acted alone — but its scope. ' :

Methodically, Posner demolishes the
framework that conspiracy ists have
leaned on for He reveals key incon-,
sistencies in testimomny of those who;
claimed to have seen a gunman on the
grassy knoll in front of Kennedy.

He offers S:Lamsm evidence that Jack
Ruby killed ald impulsively, not as an
agent of organized crime. And he points out
two problems in all the conspiracy scenar-
jos: the constant interpretation of coinci-
dence as evidence of conspiracy, and the
unbelievably large number of people who
would have had to be involved. .

One of the book's most compelling
chapters takes a new look at Abraham
Zapruder's famous home movie of the
assassination. Posner uses new computer
enhancements of the film, together with
medical mmnd r\:{ew cregence 10
a theory long i arren Commis-
sion cntics qumneZandTequov.
John Connally were hit by the same bullet.

Posner's meticulously documented ap-
proach mocks many of the more sensa-
tional assassination lexts the most
putrid is Robert Groden's 1990 -seller,

topsy photos and broods on possible
connecﬁqmbemae_nJFK'sdu\hadea-

ate.

xm-cpnspi' rnzn‘ pooks have fallen short
too: In 1991's piracy of One, Jim
Moore "ﬁ that Oswald acted alone, but
reaches that conclusion in pan through
some absurd leaps of logic.

Posner's book is the most important
assassination text in years. I we're ever
going 10 solve the crime of the century, the
answer won't come in a Hollywood block-
buster or tabloid journalism. For along:
those roads, Posner writes, “the only casu-
allyistuth”  poo o

JOHN ARWOOD is assistant regional
desk chief of The Observer.
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Author Gerald Posner concludes that
Lee Harvey Oswaid acted alone.

Conspiracy
theories
discounted

By LYNWOOD ABRAM
Special 1o the Chronicie

Nearty 30 years after the assassination of
John F. Kennedy, the production of books
mtmﬂhmmmmddm

Hmrhm:.mvulumhhncwlthme
events of Nov. 22, 1963, In Dallas have been
pmted.myu!thu:hyﬂuwlmmm

Book review
collectively as the conspiracy buﬂl.
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their knowledge on an important
Issu¢ from a sungle artcle or &
three-hour movie ~

Focusing on Lee Harvey Oswald,
Posner concludes that Oswald
acted alone i slaving the president.
There 15, as Posner E3Vs. NO con-
VINCINE evidence o Lhe contrary

One of the reasons that Oswald's
motivation probably never will be
known, Posner savs. is the bizarre
personality of the man himsell

A few hours after Kennedy's
death. Oswald was questioned at
the Dallas police station about two
plasuc ID cards that had been tn hus
billfold. one beanng the name Lee
Harvev Oswald. the other Alek
Hidell. “Which one are you?" a de-
lective asked. With a smirk, Oswald
coollv replied: “You Agure it out.”

_As Posner savs. for 30 years histo-
FlAns, researchers, reporters, gov-
emment investigators - and of
course, the buffs -~ have been trv.
Ing o do just that Oswald's pame
was nol long in doubl but the
broader question of who he wasas s
Person remains a purzle with most
of the pieces missing,

Posner savs, however, that an un-
derstanding of Oswald “is the key to
finding out what happened in Dallas
on Nov. 22, 1963."

On the basis of hundreds of inter-
views. careful study of previously
classified information from the KGB
and other sources, Posner has pro-
duced an account of Oswald's odvs-
sey Lhal n its cumulave effect,
leaves the conspiracy buffs little to
chew on.

(Posner savs the recent release of
previously classified JFK files from
federal agencies is unlikety o help
those committed to conspiracy the-
ones. One authority who has re-
viewed the documents told Posner
“There i1s oo smoking gun here.”

. In Posner's portrait, Oswald was a
solitary, cold-blooded master of his
emouons who thersted for attention
and a place on the stage of history. A
Dallas police officer described
Oswald as “a man who enjoyed the
Situation itmmensely and was enjoy-
ing the publicity and everything that
Wwas coming his way.”

Detective Jim Leavell recalled: =
never saw him raise his voice. and
he seemed Lo answer questions eas-
ily. He had a smile a lot of the time,

land of a smirk, really, sort of like he

kmew something you didn't™
George de Mohrenschildt, an
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whelming evidence, .is abaotve a

man with blood on his hands, and to

mock the president be killed "
MMIWJ&.

Seemns off the mark

;
:

N

Author Gerald Posner dismisses
claims by conspiracy butfs.

have passed through Kennedy and
then h,-ve caused Connally's

U the answers to these questions
are no, then other gunmen - and
thus a conspiracy — could have
been umvolved.

Posner Tm that computer
traciing of the trajectories of the
shots in reverse shows the source of
the ghots was the Texas School
Book ;

Enhancements from the
Zapruder film of the assaszination

and . (Posner
the bolt action on Owwald's rille can
easily be executed in a fraction of &
second.}
He then had another five seconds,
mplemhrwemirdmmm_

The famous bullet on the
stretcher, which passed through
Kennedy and Connally, has been in.
accurately described as “pristine”
io the press and in

speed. I Gov. Ci s wrist had
been hit on the fy by that
bullet, CE 399, () would have been
n much worse shape, and s0 would
hus wrist "
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WHY KENNEDY WAS KILLED 421
WHO KILLED PRESIDENT KENNEDY?

Who killed President Kennedy? It took a combination of
the CIA controlled Cuban exiles, Organized Crime, and the
Ultra Right Wing, with the support of some politically well-
connected wealthy men to pull it off. They carried out the
assassination through a complex series of overt and covert
actions—and through failure of the President’s protection at
the critical moment.

All of these seemingly disparate groups had much in com-
mon. The CIA and Organized Crime used some of the same
operatives; this was certainly the case in Southern Florida and
Louisiana. Santos Trafficante employed many of the same
Cubans the CIA was hoping to use to overthrow Castro. Jack
Ruby ran guns to Cuba during the Revolution on behalf of
the CIA and the Mob. CIA operatives like David Ferrie and
Guy Banister, who were closely linked to Oswald and Ruby,
also had close ties to New Orleans Mafia boss Carlos Mar-
cello. As for far Right Wing organizations, these were filled
with a strange assortment of Cuban exiles, police officers,
intelligence operatives, oil barons and retired military offi-
cers.

The following narration is based on intense discussions
between the authors and various former high ranking (and
dissident) intelligence officials, military officers, political fig-
ures, and other powerful persons in a position to know the
facts. In some cases, names were given with great certainty
of individuals formerly connected to the intelligence agen-
cies, whom the informants believe were involved in the
assassination.

In particular, a faction employed by the intelligence agen-
cies during the Bay of Pigs operation (for which then Vice
President Richard Nixon was the White House action officer)
was responsible for the assassination of the President. Some
of these men had worked for or been associated with one
agency or another, so it is difficult to determine exactly their
true connections. Civilians with powerful backing operating
in the intelligence agencies at the time, some with a military
background, planned and covered up the murder of the Pres-



UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

ROBERT J. GRODEN

X

Plaintiff,
- Docket No.

RANDOM HOUSE, INC., Tt v r07%
THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY, INC., (Ts)
and GERALD POSNER
PlaintifT Demands
Defendants. % a Trial by Jury

COMPLAINT FOR MONEY DAMAGES AND A PERMANENT INTUNCTION

Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN, by his attomey, ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN,

ESQ. complaining of the Defendants, respectfully alleges as follows:

THE PARTIES
1. Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN was at all times hereafter mentioned,

and he still is, a citizen, resident and domiciliary of Delaware County, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania. He lives there with his wife and family.

2. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant
RANDOM HOUSE, INC. (sometimes referred to herein as "RANDOM HOUSE") was, and is
‘a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of New York, and having
its principal place of business at 201 East 50th Street, Borough of Manhattan, in the City of
New York, County of New York, State of New York. For jurisdictional purposes, Defendant
is a citizen, resident and domiciliary of the State of New York.

3. Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant
RANDOM HOUSE, INC. was and is engaged in the business of publishing, distributing and
selling books in New York State and throughout the United States, and throughout the world,
for profit. _

4. Defendant THE NEW YORK TIMES, INC. (sometimes referred to
herein as "TIMES") is a corporation duly organized and existing under the laws of the State of
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New ‘York, and having its principal place of business at 229 West 43rd Street, Borough of
Manhattan, in the City of New York, County of New York, State of New York. For
jurisdictional purposes, Defendant is a citizen, resident and domiciliary of the State of New
York.

- 18 Upon information and belief, at all times hereafter mentioned, Defendant
THE NEW YORK TIMES, INC. was and is engaged in the business of publishing,
distributing and selling newspapers and periodicals in New York State and throughout the
United States, and generally throughout the world. More specifically, Defendant owned,
maintained, operated for profit, and published a newspaper known as The New York Times,
which was, and still is, published daily as a newspaper of general circulation in New York
City and the United States, and in foreign countries, and has a large, wide and extensive
circulation.

6. Upon information and belief, at all times hermfter mentioned, Defendant
GERALD POSNER (sometimes referred to herein as "POSNER") was and is a citizen and
domiciliary of the State of New York, City of New York, and his principal place of business is
located within the County of New York.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

y This action is of a civil nature involving, exclusive of interest and costs,
a sum over $50,000. Every issue of law and fact herein is wholly between citizens of different
states, and this Court has jurisdiction under Title 28, United States Code §1332(a)

8. Besides diversity of citizenship, federal question jurisdiction arises due
1o Title 28, United States Code, Section §1331, in that the third cause in this action is a claim
for monetary and injunctive relief arising under Sections 43(a) and 43(a)(2) of the Lanham
Act, 15 U.S.C.. §1125, all as more fully hereafter set forth.

9. Pendent jurisdiction over state-law claims exists under 28 U.S.C..
§1331, in that the claims arise from the same nucleus of operative facts as the federal law
claim asserted by the Plaintiff.
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10.  The venue properly lies in this District, where all the claims arose 4nd

defendants reside. 28 U.S.C.. §1391(a).
AS AND FOR A FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION

11.  Before 1975, Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN, who was then engaged in
a trade and occupation as a photo-optical technician, developed an interest in the subject of
President Kennedy's assassination. On or about November 22, 1973, the tenth anniversary of
the tragedy, Plaintiff delivered his first lecture on the subject. Beginning on or about February
1, 1975, Plaintiff exhibited his optically enhanced and stabilized, color version of the famous
Zapruder amateur motion picture film of the Kennedy assassination at civic meetings
concerning the case. For the dozen years before Plaintiff began to exhibit the Zapruder film in
public, the eight millimeter camera original and all first-generation copies of it were
deliberately suppressed from public view by private owners, also by the federal government's
disinterest in seizing it as original evidence in the assassination, and by the concomitant apathy
of major journalism institutions, including Defendant THE NEW YORK TIMES COMPANY
to that situation. On or about the evening of March 6, 1975, Plaintiff ROBERT J. GRODEN
also exhibited his enhanced version of the Zapruder film on the American Broadcasting
Company's television network, which was the general public's first opportunity ever to view
the film. This television event is generally regarded by observers who have followed the case
as having provided a significant impetus for the congressional investigation of the assassination
that began the following year. But for the singichanded efforts of Plaintiff ROBERT J.
GRODEN in regard to publicly exhibiting the Zapruder film gua continuous motion picture,
the public would never have had the opportunity to view this original graphic evidence of
President Kennedy's assassination.

12. Since 1975, Plaintiff has been known as a preeminent independent
researcher and investigator of the photographic evidence on President Kennedy's assassination,
and an expert concemning such evidence; a platform speaker; lecturer and audiovisual

presenter; consultant to motion picture producers and directors; congressional committee




PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that, in accordance wlth

the briefing schedule- set by the Honorabt!*ﬂbhan‘znixtin at

and defendants’ reply papers mtcrbcgerved no 1atpr | May
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27, 1994.

- by

Dated: New York, NewA!Br
May 4, 1994

Viktor A. Kovner (VAK: 2248)

Attorneys for Defendants
1740 Broadway
New York, New York 10019
(212) 489-8230

TO: ROGER BRUCE FEINMAN, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff
Park Avenue Atrium
Penthouse Suite
237 Park Avenue
New York, New York 10017
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