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Authars: JFK autopsy photos were fake(

WASHINGTON (UPI) _ Two authors charged in a book released Thursday
that official autcpsy photoagraphs and X-rays of Fresident John Kermedy
were forged, which they said pointed directly to a goverrment canspiracy
in the assassinaticon. ¢

Irn the bock, titled *'High Treason,'' authors Robert Groden, wha
cerved as a photographic consultant to the House Select Committee an
Assassiraticns, and Harriscon Livirgstorn argue that the official autcpsy
photos show sigrns of being doctored anmd are inconsistent with the
X-rays. (

The House committee corncluded in 1378 that there was a canspiracy
arnd second gurman in the assassination, but it agreed with the Warren
Cammissicn that the fatal shat was fired from the rear. (

Groaden said the rnew bocok " ‘publishes for the first time the
testimony of the techrnicians who took the original autepsy photographs
and X-rays. They state that the official autapsy phcteographs and X-rays
are different than those taker: on the everning of the assassination.’'(

The authers cantend that the changes in the photos were made to
make it appear that the fatal shot came from the rear, which is the
official finding of the Warren Commission, instead of from the front, -
where many critics believe the shot coriginated. Frcocf of a second gunman
firing from the front wcould prove a caonspiracy in Kerredy's Naov. 22,
1363 murder. ¢

The bcck adds to the puzzling mocuntain of evidernce surrcunding the
state of the president's body during the autcpsy. As cther Warren
Commissicor critics have dore, the authors gucocte witriesses from the
Dallas hospital where Kernedy was taken saying the wounds they saw
differed fram the waounds showrn in the autapsy photgraphs. (

Arncther authar, David Lifton, has theorized that the president’s
bcdy was altered betweern the shocting ard the autcopsy to make it appear
that Lee Harvey Oswald killed Kermedy fraom the rear. (

The authars of '‘High Treason'' dispute that thecry and cornterd in
the bouok that '‘the key to the case is the fact that the X-rays and
photcagoraphs are completely incompatible with each other. This praves
they are forgeries. (

**In additicon, if the X-rays and photos do rcot show the waunds as
.«. Bethesda ard Dallas witriesses saw them, thern the bocdy was nct
altered ta fake its' appeararce, but the pictures were _ sc as not to
shaw a shot from the front,'' the bocok conterds. (

Groden rcted that if the photagraphs were forgeries, '‘the work had
to have been dore by somecne or scwe agency within the goverrment. The
autopsy phoatographs were always in the passessicon of the goverrnment.'? (

Grodern has studied the assassirnaticn for a rumber of years and is
the co—authar of ancther bock cn the killing, '"°'JFHK: The Case for
Conspiracy.'' He alsc is credited with an cptical erhancement of the
anly film of the killing, made by Abrabham Zapruder. Livingstone is an
aunthor wheo said he has studied the Kernrnedy case for several years. (
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