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‘By EARL GOLZ
Army intelligence officers in San Anto-
. mio knew about one hour after Lee Harvey
Oswald was arrested in Dallas on the day of
. the Kennedy assassination that he had used
the alias “A. J. Hidell." -

3 The 1i2th Intelligence Group at San
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when distributing proCastro Wterature in

Antonio, however, apparently furned over “New -Orl because Dswald refused 1o

no material from its files to the Warren. acknowledge B { the 'name during
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Oswald earlier had allegedly shat President

_Kennedy. " R, =

Revill said he couldn't recall whether

the officer's name was James W. Powell,

“.& .in gll probability Army intelligence got their
infpm’uﬂ'ion from DPS who had it probably 10 :
rpinutes after we got back here with him ( Osipald).”;,
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. Commission, despite requests for all pre- : :
* assassination Defense Department records imee days of questioning by Dallas .1”1?‘“_"‘
E ; 3 . . A DPS spokesman-said his agency's intel-

 onOswald  » + b ¥
e EE Ao nceunit in Austin had a file on Oswald
{ FBIMECORDS recently declassified state ore the essassination with “a ponsider-

identified by the Warren Commission as a
member of the Army intelligence reserve.
~ Powel] was on the sixth floor-of the Texas.
i School Book Depository when Oswald's rifle |

- Lt Col. Robert E. Jones, operations officer
. for the 112th Group; by 3:15 p.m. on Nov. 22,
1963, had informed the FBI that Oswald
. used the Hidell alias when he was distribut:
ing proCuban literature in New Orleans
- garlier that year. Oswald, a former Marine,
was a proper subject for Navy, but not
*Army, intelligence files.
“Where Col. Jones got his information, I
- can't comment,” said Col. Roy A. Pate, the
Army intelligence officer then in charge in
~ Dallas. “I just don't know. We didn’t report
- anything like that because we didn't have
that available.”
: Jones, who has retired from the Army,
could not be located for comment. The
. 112th Intelligence Group which he headed
. A check of Defense Depattment records
last December by the Army:intelligence-
and Security Command *“indicated mo,
record of any Army intelligence investiga- -
tive files existing” for-Oswald or his alies, a
command spokesmansaid. . . 7o T8
Dallas Police L. Gerald Hill, one of the *
officers who arrested Oswald in the Texas
Theater, said he understood -the Texas.
Department of Public Safaty's intelligence'
. unit in Austin “had a file on Oswald" before
‘the assassination. S TS T
“And in all probability Army ‘intelli-
.gence got their information from DPS who
had it probably 10 minutes after'we got
‘back here (to the Dallas Police Depart-
;ment) with him," Hill said. i

b,
.DALLAS POLICE, however, had no way
~of knowing that Oswald had the Hidell alias

e mumber of ‘newspapef clippings . .. % rald
But there reslly wasn't much hard intelli- - /Was found and later was trapped inside the
gence in there, asIecall.”. building when-police sealed if off. %
Hill and-o ther officers ted -+~ -Don Stringfellow, a fellow police intelli-

; r arrest n gence officer working with Biggio at the

in the movie theater shortly before 2 PM. . Rair Park office, was named as the source of

and had driven him to the police Station o ¢ormation in a secret cable the night of

downtown by 2:15 p.m. On the way they dis- ©iNqy 22 from Army intelligence in Texas to
covered identification cards in his wallet “ the T 5. Strike Command at MacDill Air
under his real 'name and-the Hidell alias, “poree Base in Florida. The cable said that

Hill said, but they referred to him only as
“our suspect” over the police car radio.

After Oswald wiis brought to the station,

.police intelligence’ officer Bill Biggio was
“yold about the $wo identifying names. Hill

said he thinkdéBiggio gave this information
“jmmediately”, ;10 _DE _ ingelligence in
Austin, y T g |
*..However, :Biggio, who .was directing
police intelligence communications at the
Fair Park office the day of the assassina-
tion, said, “We called down to Austin after
we got the name Hidell, I believe, and they
came back with that information.”

. Pormer Dallas policé Capt. W. P. Genna-

-wpy, who commanded the special service

bureau in which Biggio worked, said if

- Army intelligence in San Antonio or Dallas
» *had anj isformation

; g to Oswald,
we didn't know about it.” Neither did Capt.

_Jack Revill, in charge of Gannaway's intel-

ligence section, know of any input about
Oswald by Army intelligence. % 3

. REVILL SAID he gave a ride Nov. 22to an
Army intelligence officer from near the

Texas .School . Book Depository -where

information “obtained -from .-Oswald
_revealed that he had defected to Cuba in
#1959 and is a card-carrying member.of the
.-Commj;pm Party.” ; . ' ".;q:
. 'THIS CABLE, containing ‘false informa-
- #ion, was sent to an Army-Air Force opera-
wtion setup three years earlier to provide a
ick-reacting strike force in case of enemy
attack. o e
~T:z:Gannaway and Revill said they could not
recall Stringfellow giving such specific
information to Army intelligence but Gan-
mnaway said it was “entirely possible
because their agents were in our office
nearly every day."”

. Pate, the Army intelligence commander
4n Dallas, said his group was getting infor-
‘mation soon_after the assassination from
both the Dallas police and the FBI, but the
cable using Stringfellow as a source “did
not ‘originate in Dallas because my only
reporting channels in the Army were to the
112th in San Antonio.” ) .

. Army intelligence, “however,- did not
turn over an.Oswald file to the Warren
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Commission and does not now have such a .
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Dallas, Texas
May 4, 1964

I, Will Hayden Griffin, make the following free
and voluntary statement to J. Gordon Shanklin, Special Agent
in Charge, and Kyle G. Clark, Assistant Special Agent in
Charge, of the Dallas Division of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.

1 have been asked if I have visited or talked with
any of my friends or associates from Washington, D, C., in
the past few weeks. In addition, I bave been asked if, during
this same period of time, I have ever mentioned the reason for
my transfer from the New Orleans Division. I have algso been
asked if I ever made the statement that Lee Harvey Oswald,
prior to hismirder, was definitely a Federal Bureau of
Investigation informant and that the Federal Bureau of
Investigation files in Washington would prove this fact.

I bave not visited with any of my friends or
acquaintances from Washington, D. C., since November 22, 1963,
and have not discussed the investigation of the assassination
of President John F. Kennedy with any of these people,
officially or socially.

With respect to my transfer to Dallas, 1 have not




w

discussed with or told anyone the circumstances surrounding
my transfer from the New Orleans Division as I feel this is
an entirely private matter not subject to discussion.

With respect to the !tltement that Lee Harvey Oswald
was an informant, I categorically deny ever bhaving made such
& statement to anyone, officially, unofficially, in the
line of duty, or socially. I wish to emphasize I have mnever
discussed the investigation of the assassination or the
murder of Lee Harvey Oswald other than while on official
business. I emphatically deny ever having made a statment
concerning the possible informant status of Lee Harvey Oswald.
Such a statement by me would have been impossible as I have
absolutely no knowledge of, nor did I paticipate in, the
investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald.

If such statements have been attributed to me, I
desire to be furnished the identity of the individual making
such an unfounded accusation. I also desire to be allowed to
confront this individual so that I may have the opportunity to
identify myself and categorically deny these baseless accusations

which are pure figments of his imagination.

o
s '‘Special Agent in Charge,

, Assistant Special Agent in Charge,
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T0: DIRECTOR, FBX
SECTION CHIXF WILLIAXM BRANIGAN

ATTENTION:
FROM: SAC, DALLAS (67-425) L B
RE: LXE HARYXY OSWALD, aka -
IS - R - CUBA

PERSONNEL MATTER
Reference is made to telephone call from Mr, BRANIGAN

and my teletype of 5/4/64.
A review of the personnel files of the Agents assigned
to Dallas who were formorly :laignod to the Nevw Orleans Office

Agent GRIFFIN was interviewed dy me and the ASAC arnd
he vehemently denied the statements attributed to this alleged
Transmitted herevith are original and one copy of a

Agent,
signed statement from SA GRITTIN,
- On. other Ag-nt, nnnoly_;"

v
]

OL

In viovghi the fact that both Agents have denied making
any such statemext and desire to be confronted with the source of
the informatiew; it is not felt, in the absence of any more

specific ;n;ar:;tion, that any further actiom is justified.
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