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Lawyers Ordered 
t to Reveal Data 
gamed by CIA 

SitInothry S. 11013/ftson ' ...' - .• 

	

. 	1 	. wmaausetas eat asansernets -'-' 
A federal judge here has issued.  an 

,extraordinary gag order that prevents 
,,.elterneys from releasing to the. press 
1"..eitiltidn unrestricted and daeltuielfled 
:ileduments that were given to the at-

s by the Central Intelligence 
in a civil suit.  

'Me' order, signed,  by U.S.. District 
.JUdge June Green.. was . eiatained by 
.Department,  attorneys nearly 
.rweetelics after the CU. ineterhd - was 
turned aver to American OJAI Libor- 

, 	ee Union lawyers. - 
f, 	e ACLU is representing miler- 

! ..'eeet pleintiffs in the suit growing out 
.0111116-*Theos" program, In which the 
.,.C4A , and the National Security 

- Agency agreed to monitor overseas 
,te2ephona calls and cables of approxi-
Jnisfeir 10,000 radical groups of indi.- 

in, the-  late 1000e and early 
., -

. 	 . 
. ' Attalla,  who have been Involved 

.4gotingler litigation said the order was 
e3traordinal7 in that it applies to the 

:pleintifflin the suit as well as to at-
-ternoyakand because It -was sought si-
, ter the material was turned over. 

They said they viewed the situation 
see one in Which the authority of attor-
407, to release any materials they ob-
tain through legal court processes in 
any litigation has been questioned. 
' - The order can be circumvented at 
sty time by merely attaching the doe-
- utnents to any material thatthe 
*CLU decides to file in court hi the, 
emit It appears unlikely  that the 
ACLU. will take that- approach, hew-

4wrIFOrInce such a filing might be seen 
'AS on act of bad faith and since the 
.cis-la -being viewed as a test of a 

eallthbrft3 to gag lawyers and 
In slew suit. 

• 'John R7 Shattuck II, director'. of 
1

'  
. the Vialhington office of the ACLU 
 rind, salt 	since he Is a lawyer in 

, Ihe case be did not feel it was proper 
.tq rcominent in any detail on the or- 
• dee. Bet mid, however, that the plea-

- . 1112ifire preparing documents seeking 
• le arge a higher court to reverse Judge 

lateen's order. 
'''' In most cases where sensitive gov- 
iltilleihstdoetsments may be Involved, 

I .  ins 'agency makes a request at the 
I Vole the material Is turned over that 
l' thie•docansents be withheld from the 
t .  Zklie. No such request was made in 
i 	ma, and the Justice Department 
1. tilhildall it has no legitimate grounds a 	bow these documents secret. 
: In numerous other cases, the ACLU 
: and other groups have released goy- 

ernment document* at press climber. 
•••enceit without facing any aucesidel 
_ challenge by the agency involved., 

As a pare of the pretrial disChvery 
In the etas wit, the CIA turned,nner 

.f.id documents concerning the program 
to.A.C141 attorneys. on Dec. 30. At that , 

• 'LOA according to ACLU attorneys, 
the CIA' win ,told that the material 

• also would .ba.made public.• 
• Theilatkittid Justice Department at 
• Innen lodged no objection.  at -  the 
'thee, adoordhig to court records,  and 
said merely they wanted advance no-
tice when-the mataria/ was going to 
be made public. 

the ACLU then notified the Justice 
Department in a letter' dated Jan, 24 
that the documents, would be released 
at a press conference on Jan • 31. A 
copy of a prose release concerning the 
documents was prepared by the 
ACLU and attached to the letter. 	' 

Justice Department attorneys then 
filed a request for a protective order, 
saying such a manner . of public re-
lease of the materials by the attorneys 
was Improper. 

The Justice DePartmant attorneys 
cited general court rules and Code of 
Professional Itespoisibility rules that 
prohibit attorneys, from making extra 
• judicial statements that might inter-
fere with a /Air trial Included In the 
Chaos suit Is a demand by the plain-
tilts for a jury trial".  although none 
has bean scheduled and any ' trial 
would not occur for months or even 
years. 	•. 	s in eddition,i`the Justice Department 
attorneys mild-the ACLU press release 
was i "characterisation of the con-
tents (of the documents) from which 
plaintiffs' counsel derive a varlet)! of 
highly charged and colored conelu-
sions." 

When the documents eventually are 
filed in connection with a legitimate 
court proceeding, the Justice Depart-
ment continued, "the federal defend-
ants will have no objection to public 
access." 

ACLU attorney Shattuck said in an 
affidavit filed with the court that the 
documents at issue "reveal aspects of 
Operation Chaos which have not here-
tofore been made public." 

He said the plaintiffs had agreed 
that the documents should be released 
to the press, and said there had been 
no previous complaints by the govern-
ment about such public release of ma-
terials. 

The ACLU argued that the pro-
posed order—which was signed last 
Monday by Judge Green—was 
"extraordinary and sweeping." 


