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Beret Puzzle Parts Falling Into Place 
nist infrastructure inside, detection and death to a nnti- By Jock Anderson 

The missing pieces are be-
ginning to fall into place in 
the Green Beret murder mys-
tery. The puzzle is not that a 

rotnamese double agent was 
cked off but that the 

mericans did their own dirty 
ark. In other cases, the 
uth Vietnamese have been 
e triggermen. 
Allied security and special 

forces, including the Green 
Berets, carry wanted lists of 
Vietcong agents. The names 
are carefully culled from cap-
lured documents, prisoner in-
terrogations and other intelli-
gence sources. 
Any agents who are picked 

up,. however, are supposed to 
be turned over to the South 
Vietnamese. Usually, they are 
charged with treason and 
brought before the South Viet-
namese courts. A number have 
beaten the rap and have been 
released for lack of evidence. 

However, some agents are 
nsidered too dangerous to 
st to the judicial processes 

nd are secretly marked for 
Ihnination. The executions 
re carried out quietly by the 
outh Vietnamese, but their 
merican accomplices would 

.e held guilty in any U.S. 
ourt of accessory to murder. 
The South Vietnamese 

tended to be a tittle incliscrim-
Mated in carrying out these 
executions. Some have tried to 
settle old grudges by planting 
the names of their personal  

enemies on the execution list. 
The Americans, at least, have 
done their best to discourage 
this and to be more selective 
in choosing who should be 
"eliminated." 

Ruthless Communists 
The South Vietnamese 

aren't as ruthless, it should be 
added, as the Communists who 
have been systematically tor-
turing, terrorizing and mur-
dering government sympathiz-
ers for years. As fast as the 
North Vietnamese seized a 
neighborhood in the battle for 
Hue, for instance, Communist 
execution squads went from 
door to door with clipboards 
checking off the names of 
those selected for execution. 

Unlike the allies who con-
sider it necessary to kill only 
key enemy agents, the Com-
munists have slaughtered the 
entire families of government 
sympathizers. The number 
brutally murdered In Hue—
some buried alive in mass 
graves—is now figured at 
3,000. 

The Communists have found 
murder an effective method of 
eliminating opposition and 
controlling the countryside. 
Finally last year General 
Creighton Abrams, the Ameri-
can commander in Vietnam, 
decided to adopt the enemy's 
own tactics, in part, to combat 
the infiltrators, agitators and 
agents who form the Commu- 

South Vietnam. 
He organized "Operation 

Phoenix," which has been 
efefctive in detecting fifth col-
umnists and destroying their 
underground apparatus. This 
has severely handicapped the 
North Vietnamese in their at-
tempts to mount another Tet-
like offensive against South 
Vietnarn!s cities. 

American Advisers 
The Americans have acted 

merely as advisers to the 
South Vietnamese who have 
moved in to make actual ar-
rests and upon occasion, to 
eliminate a dangerous agent 
without the nicety of a trial. 

It was only the direct in-
olvement of Americans that 
ade the alleged Green Beret 
riling unique. What hap-
ened, according to intelli-

gence sources, Is that a Viet-
namese agent named Chu Ven 
Thai Khac was caught selling 
out the Americans. 

He belonged to an intent-
ence ring that was founded 

the Central Intelligence 
ency through an import-ex-

port front. All the while, he 
was a double agent for the 
North Vietnamese and passed 
on intelligence about the 
"gray ghosts" who watch the 
infiltration routes and spy on 
North Vietnamese troop move-
ments on both sides of the 
Laotian and Cambodian bor-
ders. 

Khac's treachery brought  

berof "gray ghosts," who take 
their nickname from the gray 
clothes they wear on their dar-
ing intelligence patrols. Khge 
was incriminated when the 
Green Berets got hold of sonde 
captured photographs showing 
him talking to North Vietnam-
ese intelligence agents. 

The Green Berets asked the 
IA what they should do with 
ac and got back an oral 

uggestion that they get rid hi • 
fm. It was stressed that the 

ten
commendation was strictly 
official_  

.1  Possibly, the CIA expected 
the Green Berets to turn }Chu 
over to the South Vietnamese 
for quiet disposal in the accus-
tomed manner. Khac, how. 
ever, had been working with a 
spy ring that operated right in 
the presidential palace. The 
Green BeretsJimay have been 
apprehensive because of a per 
sonal, awkward relationship 
/with South Vietnam's Presl-
dent Thieu. When the Ca 
earned from additional con- 
ersations that the Green Be-

rets intended to handle the ex-
ecution themselves, the "unof-
icial" suggestion was hastily 
eseinded. But it came too 
ate; Khac had already beep 
isposed of. 	 . 
Under the army's unwritten 

ules, it's permissible to be an 
ccessory to the murder of 
nemy agents, apparently, but 
is a crime to participate di- 

rectly in an execution. 
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