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 N
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T
h
e last m

em
b
ers o

f 
a special group of U

nited S
tates 

N
avy com

m
andos, w

hose intel-
lig

en
ce o

p
eratio

n
s in

 th
e M

e-
k

o
n

g
 D

elta h
av

e in
clu

d
ed

 k
id

-
nappings of suspected V

ietcong 
ag

en
ts an

d
 m

an
y
 u

n
rep

o
rted

 
clash

es w
ith

 g
u

errillas, are b
e-

in
g

 p
u

lled
 o

u
t o

f V
ietn

am
. 

T
h
e o

fficial reaso
n
 fo

r th
e 

p
re

se
n

c
e
 in

 V
ie

tn
a
m

 o
f th

e
 

co
m

m
an

d
o
s, called

 S
eals—

an
 

acro
n

y
m

 fo
r S

ea, A
ir. L

an
d

—
h
as b

een
 "in

tellig
en

ce co
llec-

tion." B
ut, according to sources 

clo
sely

 co
n
n
ected

 to
 th

e p
ro

-
g

ram
, th

e m
o

st im
p

o
rtan

t rea-
son for their rem

aining over the 
last few

 m
o

n
th

s w
as th

eir ro
le 

as a co
n
tin

g
en

cy
 fo

rce fo
r res-

cu
in

g
 A

m
erican

 p
riso

n
ers o

f 
w

ar, an operation w
ith the code 

nam
e B

right L
ight. 

"T
he com

bat role of the S
eals 

h
as en

d
ed

," th
e N

av
y
 co

m
m

an
-

d
er in

 S
aig

o
n
. R

ear A
d
m

. R
o
b
-

e
rt S

. S
e
lz

e
r, sa

id
 in

 a
 re

-
cen

t in
terv

iew
. O

th
er m

ilitary
 

so
u
rces co

n
firm

ed
 th

at m
o
st o

f 
th

e
 3

0
 o

r so
 m

e
n
 le

ft w
o
u
ld

 
b
e p

u
lled

 o
u
t early

 n
ex

t m
o
n
th

.  
S

e
a
l c

o
m

b
a
t o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s in

 
th

e p
lacid

, su
p
p
o
sed

ly
 p

acified
 

M
ekong D

elta ended last m
onth.  

S
e
a
l o

ffic
e
rs sa

y
 th

e
y
 w

e
re

 
stopped because of the political 
sen

sitiv
ity

 o
f th

e N
av

y
 co

m
-

m
an

d
 h

ere an
d

 b
ecau

se so
m

e 
m

e
m

b
e
rs o

f th
e
 c

o
m

m
a
n
d
o
 

team
s in

 th
e field

 h
av

e b
eco

m
e 

afraid
 th

at th
eir activ

ities m
ig

h
t 

b
rin

g
 d

o
w

n
 o

n
 th

em
 th

e k
in

d
 

o
f p

ro
secu

tio
n
 th

at co
n
v
icted

 
F

irst L
ieu

t. W
illiam

 L
. C

alley
 

Jr. in
 th

e m
assacre o

f civ
ilian

s 
at M

y
lai. 

T
h

e S
eals h

av
e n

ev
er fo

u
n

d
 

an
y

 A
m

erican
 p

riso
n

ers o
f w

ar, 
b
u
t th

e
y
 lib

e
ra

te
d
 4

8
 S

o
u
th

 
V

ietn
am

ese so
ld

iers in
 raid

s o
n
 

en
em

y
 b

ase cam
p
s In

 th
e d

elta 
sw

am
p

s last y
ear. 

T
h

e co
m

m
an

d
o

 team
s can

 o
p
erate fro

m
 h

ig
h
-sp

eed
 riv

er 
b

o
a
ts, fro

m
 h

e
lic

o
p

te
rs, b

y
 

p
a
ra

c
h
u
te

, o
r b

y
 sw

im
m

in
g
 

u
n
d
er w

ater. T
h
ey

 are all v
o
l-

unteers. 
T

h
e first S

eal team
s cam

e to
 

V
ie

tn
a
m

 in
 1

9
6

6
. a

n
d

 a
t th

e
 

h
eig

h
t o

f A
m

erican
 p

articip
a-

tio
n

 in
 th

e w
ar th

ere w
ere 1

5
0

 
of them

 here. 
In

 th
e
 d

e
lta

 la
st y

e
a
r, th

e
 

S
eals, b

ro
u

g
h

t in
 b

y
 h

elico
p

ter, 
k

illed
 5

0
 o

f th
e en

em
y

 in
 en

-
co

u
n

ters th
at w

ere n
ev

er m
en

-
tio

n
e
d

 b
y

 th
e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s 
co

m
m

an
d

 in
 S

aig
o

n
. L

ast Ju
ly

, 
in

 o
n

e fo
u

r-h
o

u
r ex

ch
an

g
e o

f 
fire, 30 V

ietcong w
ere killed by 

a com
bination of S

eal m
achine-

g
u

n
 b

u
llets an

d
 air strik

es fro
m

 
N

a
v
y
 h

e
lic

o
p
te

r g
u
n
sh

ip
s 

operating w
ith the com

m
andos. 

T
h

e co
m

m
an

d
o
s ask

ed
 a re-

p
o
rter n

o
t to

 id
en

tify
 th

e p
ro

v
-

v
in

ce w
h

ere th
ese o

p
eratio

n
s 

h
ad

 tak
en

 p
lace fo

r fear th
at 

th
e
y
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 p

u
n
ish

e
d
 fo

r 
talk

in
g
 to

 th
e p

ress. T
h

e p
ro

v
-

in
ce h

as b
een

 rated
 9

8
 p

er cen
t 

pacified. 
F

o
r m

o
re th

an
 a y

ear n
o

w
, 

ap
art fro

m
 th

ese co
m

m
an

d
o
s, 

th
ere h

av
e b

een
 n

o
 A

m
erican

 
co

m
b

at u
n

its in
 th

e d
elta. M

o
st 

o
f w

h
at th

e S
eals d

id
 u

n
til last 

Ju
ly

 w
a
s in

 su
p
p
o
rt o

f th
e
 

P
hoenix program

. 
P

h
o
en

ix
 w

as started
 b

y
 th

e  
C

e
n
tra

l In
t

ru
ttrIrrrjr 4

in
c
er

r
A

g
e
ly

 
ra

 z
e
 e

 
C

o
m

m
u
n
ist u

n
d
erg

ro
u
n
d
 b

y
 

p
ersu

ad
in

g
 its m

em
b
ers to

 d
e-

fect, b
y
 cap

tu
rin

g
 th

em
, o

r b
y
 

assassin
atin

g
, th

em
. T

h
e S

eals 
lierp

ed
 th

e S
o

u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese 

secret police, the P
olice S

pecial 
B

ran
ch

, In
 m

an
y

 o
p

eratio
n

s 
co

n
n
ected

 w
ith

 th
e p

ro
g
ram

. 
"B

u
t in

 Ju
n
e
," o

n
e
 o

ffic
e
r 

said
, "a m

essag
e carn

e o
u

t say
-

in
g

 th
at in

 effect w
e w

ere g
o

-
in

g
 a

fte
r c

iv
ilia

n
s, a

n
d
 th

e
y
 

w
an

ted
 u

s to
 sto

p
." 

In
 m

id
-Ju

ly
, all S

eal o
p

er-
atio

n
s b

u
t B

rig
h
t L

ig
h
t w

ere 
sto

p
p

ed
 u

n
til a sp

ecial team
 

fro
m

 N
av

y
 h

ead
q

u
arters co

u
ld

 

v
isit th

e
 te

a
m

s to
 g

iv
e
 th

e
m

 
w

ritte
n
 te

sts o
n
 th

e
ir u

n
d
e
r-

stan
d
in

g
 o

f w
h
en

 th
ey

 co
u
ld

 
attack

 o
r retu

rn
 fire an

d
 w

h
en

 
th

ey
 co

u
ld

 n
o

t—
th

e ru
les o

f 
engagem

ent. 
"W

e
 sto

p
p

e
d

 m
o

st o
f o

u
r 

c
o
m

b
a
t o

p
e
ra

tio
n
s b

y
 o

u
r-

se
lv

e
s," o

n
e
 te

a
m

 m
e
m

b
e
r 

said
, "b

ecau
se th

e ru
les w

ere 
so

 stric
t w

e
 h

a
d

 to
 e

v
e
n

 a
n

-
n

o
u

n
ce th

at w
e w

ere co
m

in
g

 
b
e
fo

re
 w

e
 c

o
u
ld

 sh
o
o
t, a

n
d
 

then w
e could shoot only w

hen 
w

e w
ere sh

o
t at." 

A
n
o
th

er m
an

 said
: "T

h
o
se 

g
u

y
s w

e w
ere after m

ay
 h

av
e 

b
een

 d
ressed

 lik
e civ

ilian
s, b

u
t 

th
e
y
 w

e
re

 ju
st a

s m
u
c
h
 th

e
 

e
n
e
m

y
 a

s th
e
 N

o
rth

 V
ie

tn
a
-

m
ese A

rm
y

 is." 
T

h
e h

an
d

fu
l o

f co
m

m
an

d
o

s 
stay

in
g
 b

eh
in

d
 is train

in
g
 so

m
e 

S
o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese N

av
y
 m

en
 

in
 th

eir tech
n

iq
u

es. 
- A

 ty
p
ic

a
l m

issio
n
 in

 p
a
st 

y
e
a
rs, a

c
c
o
rd

in
g
 to

 o
n
e
 a

u
-

th
o
ritativ

e so
u
rce, w

as "to
 g

o
 

o
u
t an

d
 ab

d
u
ct a V

C
I"—

m
ean

-
ing V

ietcong infrastructure, the 
u
su

a
l w

o
rd

 fo
r a

n
 e

n
e
m

y
 

ag
en

t —
"b

rin
g

 h
im

 o
u

t o
f th

e 
ju

n
g
le

 a
n
d
 tu

rn
 h

im
 o

v
e
r to

 
th

e P
o

lice S
p

ecial B
ran

ch
 fo

r 
interrogation." 

"T
h
e p

rim
ary

 m
issio

n
 o

f th
e 

S
eals w

as n
o
t g

o
in

g
 n

u
t an

d
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tin

g
 p

e
o

p
le

; it w
a
s 

in
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 c

o
lle

c
tio

n
," th

e
 

so
u

rce ad
d

ed
. "B

u
t w

e w
ere 

th
e
 o

n
ly

 o
u
tfit th

a
t c

o
u
ld

 g
o
 

o
u
t, g

ath
er in

tellig
en

ce, co
n
-

d
u

ct a co
m

b
at o

p
eratio

n
 b

ased
 

o
n

 it, a
n

d
 th

e
n

 a
n

a
ly

z
e
 th

e
 

results." 
A

 N
a
v

y
 o

ffic
e
r In

 S
a
ig

o
n

 
said

: "E
v

en
 th

o
u

g
h

 n
o

 o
th

er 
U

. S
. u

n
its w

ere g
o
in

g
 o

u
t o

n
 

co
m

b
at o

p
eratio

n
s In

 th
e d

elta, 
it w

a
s u

se
fu

l fo
r u

s to
 h

a
v

e
 

th
e S

eals aro
u

n
d

 as a ch
eck

 o
n

 
th

e in
tellig

en
ce th

at w
e h

ad
, 

an
d
 to

 d
o
 th

in
g
s lik

e v
erify

-
in

g
 th

e lo
catio

n
 o

f in
tellig

en
ce 

re
p
o
rts o

n
 e

n
e
m

y
 u

n
its b

y
 

d
ro

p
p
in

g
 d

o
w

n
 in

 th
eir m

id
st 

an
d
 seein

g
 if th

ey
 w

ere th
ere." 

T
h
e S

eals, lik
e m

o
st in

telli- 

ar 

m
o
n
e
y
 a

n
' n

 a
re

  

T
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N
avy's 'Seals,' Super-Secret C

om
m

andos, A
re Q

uitting V
ietnam

 
g
e
n
c
e
 u

n
its, o

fte
n
 d

id
 th

e
ir 

w
ork under a cover. T

he classic 
c
o
v
e
r w

a
s to

 se
n
d
 tw

o
 o

r 
three m

en into a village posing 
as a m

ed
ical assistan

ce team
. 

O
n

e m
em

b
er o

f su
ch

 a team
 

w
as actu

ally
 a N

av
y

 h
o

sp
ital 

co
rp

sm
an

. W
h
ile h

e d
isp

en
sed

 
pills, another m

an collected in-
fo

rm
atio

n
 fro

m
 ag

en
ts in

 th
e 

S
eals' pay. O

ften, the pills w
ere 

placebo. 
T

h
e S

eals. an
 elite o

rg
an

iza-
tion w

ith about 251 officers and 
m

en at bases here, in C
oronado, 

C
alif., and at L

ittle C
reek, V

a., 
h

av
e alw

ay
s b

een
 a m

atter o
f  cu

rio
sity

 an
d
 slig

h
t d

istru
st to

 
th

e rest o
f th

e N
av

y
, w

h
o

se 
w

hite-linen-tablecloth traditions 
d
o
 n

o
t easily

 acco
m

m
o
d
ate 

hand-to-hand com
bat. T

he com
-

m
an

d
o

s lo
o

k
 lik

e th
e A

rm
y

's 
G

reen B
erets, not like sailors. 

A
 b

arrack
s at o

n
e o

f th
eir 

tw
o cam

ps in the M
ekong delta 

b
ristled

 w
ith

 m
ach

in
e g

u
n
s, 

h
an

d
 g

ren
ad

es an
d

 ex
p

lo
siv

e 
charges. A

 sign they had put u 
in the bar said: " 	

w
h

o
 '1

 
o
r m

o
n
e
 a

re
 ro

fe
ssio

n
 s. 

• 


