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26, 1969 

F
e

lt A
c

tio
n

s
 N

e
c

e
s

s
a

ry
, E

x
-B

e
re

t S
a

y
s

 
B

y
 JO

S
E

P
H

 B
. T

R
E

A
S

T
E

R
 b

ew
ild

erm
en

t in
 h

is v
o

ice, M
ar- 'w

h
y

,' as to
 w

h
y

 th
e m

ilitary
 

asco
 said

 h
e an

d
 th

e sev
en

 o
th

-
ers w

h
o

 h
ad

 b
een

 accu
sed

 o
f 

m
u

rd
esin

g
 a V

ietn
am

ese d
o

u
-

b
le-ag

en
t last su

m
m

er still w
o

n
-

d
e
re

d
 w

h
y

 th
e
y

 h
a
d

 b
e
e
n

 a
r-

rested
. 

"W
E

 D
ID

N
'T

 u
n

d
erstan

d
 it 

th
en

 an
d
 w

e d
o
n

't th
in

k
 w

e ev
er 

w
ill." h

e
 sa

id
, sp

re
a
d

in
g

 h
is 

hands w
ide in a questioning ges-

tu
re. "W

e h
ad

 cah
rg

es read
 to

 u
s 

an
d

 th
at so

rt 	 o
f th

in
g
. B

u
t th

e 

-A
P

 V
III R

E
P

H
C

IT
O

. 
R

O
B

E
R

T
 F

. M
A

R
A

S
C

O
, form

er A
rm

y captain and 
a k

ey
 fig

u
re in

 th
e G

reen
 B

eret 
sp

y ease, read
s 

so
m

e m
ail h

e h
as receiv

ed
 as h

is p
aren

ts' h
o
m

e 
in

 B
lo

o
m

field
, N

. J., w
h

ere b
e is reco

v
erin

g
 fro

m
 

in
ju

ries h
e receiv

ed
 last O

cto
b
er in

 a traffic acci-
dent. 

B
L

O
O

M
F

IE
L

D
, N

 .J. 
—

 
"A

nything 
w

e d
id

 in
 V

ietn
am

 
w

e felt w
as n

ecessary
, ju

stified
 

a
n

d
 a

p
p

ro
v

e
d

," sa
id

 fo
rm

e
r 

A
rm

y
 C

ap
t. R

o
b

ert F
. M

arasco
. 

T
h
e tall, d

ark
-h

aired
 m

an
 

w
h

o
 w

a
s a

 k
e
y

 fig
u

re
 in

 th
e
 

G
reen

 B
eset sp

y
 ease, w

as re-
la

x
in

g
 a

t h
is p

a
re

n
ts' h

o
m

e
, 

w
h

ere h
e is g

rad
u

ally
 reco

v
er-

in
g
 fro

m
 c

ritic
a
l in

ju
rie

s re
-

ceiv
ed

 in
 a traffic accid

en
t last 

O
ctober. 

S
p
eak

in
g
 so

ftly
, a trace o

f  

W
as p

ro
secu

tin
g
 u

s," M
arasco

 
w

ent o
n
, "asid

e fro
m

 th
e stan

d
-

ard answ
ess—

you stole a box of 
C

 ratio
n

s, th
erefo

re y
o

u
 m

u
st 

b
e p

u
n
ish

ed
—

th
ere w

as n
o
th

-
in

g
." In

 la
te

 S
e
p
te

m
b
e
r th

e
 

ch
arg

es w
ere ab

ru
p
tly

 d
ro

p
p
ed

 
b

ecau
se, acco

rd
in

g
 to

 S
ecretary

 
o
f th

e A
rm

y
 S

tan
ley

 R
eso

r, th
e 

C
e
n
tra

l In
te

llig
e
n
c
e
 A

g
e
n
c
y
 

w
o
u
ld

 n
o
t p

erm
it its ag

en
ts to

 
testifyin in court. 

T
h

e eig
h

t G
reen

 B
eret so

l-
d
iers w

ere retu
rn

ed
 to

 th
e U

n
it-

ed
 S

tates an
d

 in
 O

cto
b

er C
o

l. 
R

obert R
heault, the com

m
ander 

o
f th

e S
p

ecial F
o

rces in
 V

iet-
n
a
m

, a
n
d
 M

a
ra

sc
o
 re

sig
n
e
d
 

their com
m

issions. 

"I D
E

C
ID

E
D

 th
at it w

asn
't 

th
e k

in
d

 o
f o

rg
an

izatio
n

 I w
an

t-
e
d
 to

 d
e
v
o
te

 m
y
 life

 to
," th

e
 

27-year-old M
arasco said. "I felt 

I co
u

ld
n

't w
o

sk
 fo

r an
y

 k
in

d
 o

f 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

, m
ilitary

 o
r civ

il-
ian

, th
at d

id
 n

o
t stan

d
 b

eh
in

d
 

its p
eo

p
le." 

"I'm
 n

o
t an

ti-A
rm

y
 o

r an
ti-

m
ilita

ry
," h

e
 a

d
d

e
d

. "It w
a
s 

just a very unfortunate situation 
an

d
 a few

 p
eo

p
le in

v
o

lv
ed

 in
 

th
e situ

atio
n

 are n
o

t o
n

 th
e to

p
 

of good-guy lis." 
In

 fact, leav
in

g
 th

e A
rm

y
 

w
as fo

r M
arasco

 a rath
er p

ain
-

fu
l ex

p
erien

ce. H
e h

ad
 fo

u
n
d
 

m
ilitary intelligence challenging 

a
n
d
 h

e
 w

a
s c

o
n
sid

e
re

d
 q

u
ite

 
good at it. 

B
efo

se en
listin

g
 an

d
 g

o
in

g
 

th
ro

u
g

h
 O

fficer s' C
an

d
id

ate 
S

ch
o
o
l, M

arasco
 h

ad
 

been  
a 

m
illio

n
-d

o
llar-a-y

ear life in
sh

r- an
ce salesm

an
. N

o
w

, h
o
w

ev
er, 

h
e feels so

m
ew

h
ere th

e d
riv

e 
an

d
 d

esire n
eed

ed
 fo

r sellin
g

 
are g

o
n
e fro

m
 h

im
. 

A
N

D
 A

LTH
O

U
G

H
 

h
is fo

r-
m

erem
p

lo
y

er h
as talk

ed
 w

ith
 

h
im

 ab
o
u
t a su

erv
iso

sy
 o

r m
an

-
ag

erial jo
b
, he is not overly en-

th
u

siastic ab
o

u
t th

at 'eith
er. H

e 
h
as th

o
u
g
h
t ab

o
u
t w

o
rk

in
g
 fo

r 
th

e C
IA

 b
u
t in

 lig
h
t o

f h
is re-

cen
t ex

p
erien

ce, th
at seem

s an
 

unlikely possibility. 
M

arasco
 w

as d
isap

p
o
in

ted
 

that instead of clearly absolving 
th

e G
reen

 B
erets o

f m
u
rd

er al-
le

g
a
tio

n
s, R

e
so

r sa
id

 in
 h

is 
statem

en
t w

h
en

 th
e case w

as 
d

ro
p

p
ed

 th
at th

e "acts ch
arg

ed
, 

but not psoved, represent a fun-
dam

ental violation of A
rm

y reg-
ulations, orders and principles." 

D
esp

ite th
e lack

 o
f o

fficial 
ex

o
n
eratio

n
, M

arasco
 said

 h
e 

b
eliev

es a larg
e seg

m
en

t o
f th

e 
A

m
erican public is in sym

pathy 
w

ith
 h

im
 an

d
 th

e o
th

er G
reen

 
B

erets. 
W

hile they w
ere in detention 

in
 L

o
n

g
b

in
b

, h
e an

d
 th

e o
th

ers 
g
o
t th

o
u
san

d
s o

f card
s an

d
 let-

ters. A
N

D
 W

H
EN

 he w
as hospi-

talized
, M

arasco
 co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 

receiv
e m

ail fro
m

 all o
v

er th
e 

co
u
n
try

 fro
m

 p
eo

p
le, h

e said
, 

"w
ho had follow

ed the case and 
w

ere ap
p
aren

tly
 u

p
set, felt w

e 
h

ad
 g

o
t a b

ad
 d

eal." 
T

h
e
 m

a
il a

n
d
 th

e
 g

ilts 
"re

a
lly

 m
a
d
e
 m

e
 fe

e
l g

re
a
t," 

M
arasco

 said
. "I th

o
u

g
h

t, 'm
ay

-
b

e ev
ery

th
in

g
 w

as w
o

rth
 w

h
ile 

after aiL
" 


