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t M
o
n
d
ay

 at th
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P
en

tag
o
n
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 w
h
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 th
e A

rm
y
 said

 it w
as d

ro
p
p
in

g
 m

u
rd

er 
ch

arg
es ag

ain
st all eig

h
t G

reen
 B

erets accu
sed

 o
f k

illin
g

 a 
supposed double agent in S

outh V
ietnam

. T
he statem

ent said 
the C

entral Intelligence A
gency had decided it w

ould not pro-
vide any w

itnesses for the scheduled trials of six of the G
reen 

B
erets,—
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R
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 T
he 

A
rtily

 ab
ru

p
tly

 d
ro

p
p

ed
 its en

-
tire case M

o
n
d
ay

 ag
ain

st th
e 

G
reen

 B
erets accu

sed
 o

f d
ru

g
-

g
in

g
 an

d
 k

illin
g
 a S

o
u
th

 V
iet. 

nam
ese civilian w

ho w
as an al-

leged double agent. 
S

ecretary of the A
rm

y S
tanley 

R
. R

eser said
 th

e C
en

tral Iu
tel-

lig
en

ce A
g

en
cy

 h
ad

 refu
sed

 to
 

provide and w
itnesses for sched-

u
led

 O
cto

b
er co

u
rt-m

artials, 
m

ak
in

g
 It Im

p
o

ssib
le fo

r th
e 

m
en to be tried fairly. 
R

eso
r, in

 a fo
u
r-p

arag
rap

h
 

statem
ent issued by the 

P
enta-

gon w
ithout elaboration, said he 

w
as in

fo
rm

ed
 th

e C
IA

 refu
sal 

w
as m

ade "in the interest of na-
tio

n
al secu

rity
." 

"It Is m
y judgm

ent that under 
these circum

stances the defend-
a
n

ts C
a
n

n
o

t re
c
e
iv

e
 a

 fa
ir 

tria
l," R

eso
r stated

. "A
cco

rd
. 

ingly, I have directed today that 
a
ll c

h
a
rg

e
s
 b

e
 d

is
m

is
s
e
d
 

im
m

ed
iately

. T
h
e m

en
 w

ill b
e 

assig
n
ed

 to
 d

u
ties o

u
tsid

e o
( 

V
ietnam

." 
T

h
e u

n
ex

p
ected

 A
rm

y
 actio

n
 

b
ro

u
g

h
t a th

eo
retical en

d
 to

 th
e 

co
n
tro

v
ersial case b

u
t ap

p
ears 

lik
e
ly

 to
 se

t th
e
 sta

g
e
 fo

r 
c
h
a
rg

e
s th

a
t th

e
 m

ilita
ry

 is 
try

in
g

 to
 sw

eep
 its o

fficial d
irt 

under the rug. 
T

he H
ouse burst into applause 

w
hen C

hairm
an L

. M
endel R

iv-
ers, D

.S
.C

., of the A
rm

ed S
erv- 

ices C
o

m
m

ittee an
n

o
u

n
ced

 th
e 

charges had been dropped. 
"T

h
ese m

en
 w

ill b
e retu

rn
ed

 
to

 d
u

ty
 a

n
d

 th
e
ir re

c
o

rd
s 

cleared
," R

iv
ers said

, "an
d
 w

e 
w

ill in
su

re th
at th

eir reco
rd

s 
are clear." 

F
o
r h

is p
art, R

eso
r w

en
t o

n
 

reco
rd

 as d
isap

p
ro

v
in

g
 o

f th
e 

k
in

d
 o

f act th
e eig

h
t G

reen
 B

o
 

rets, including the form
er V

iet-
nam

 com
m

ander C
ol. R

obert B
. 

R
h

eau
lt, w

ere o
rig

in
ally

 ac-
cused of carrying out. 

"I w
an

t to
 m

ak
e it clear th

at 
th

e acts w
h

ich
 w

ere ch
arg

ed
, 

but not proven, represent a fun-
dam

ental violation of A
rm

y vio-
latio

n
s, o

rd
ers an

d
 p

rin
cip

les," 
R

eso
r said

. "T
h

e A
rm

,  w
ill n

o
t 

an
d
 can

n
o
t co

n
d
o
n
e u

n
law

fu
l 

acts of the kind alleged." 
U

nder specifications released 
only F

riday after w
eeks of offi-

cial secrecy
, th

e G
reen

 B
erets 

w
ere accu

sed
 o

f m
u
rd

er an
d
 

c
o

n
sp

ira
c
y

 in
 th

e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f a

 
S

o
u
th

 V
ietn

am
ese n

am
ed

 T
h
ai 

M
ac C

huyen, w
ho w

as alleged• 
ly

 d
ru

g
g
ed

 w
ith

 m
o
rp

h
in

e an
d
 

then shot. 
C

ol. R
heault, later relieved of 

co
m

m
an

d
 o

f th
e 3

,0
0
0
 G

reen
 

B
erets in V

ietnam
, w

as charged 
w

ith
 p

rem
ed

itated
 m

u
rd

er al-
th

o
u

g
h

 th
e leg

al sp
ecificatio

n
s 

said he did not participate in the 
actual slaying. 

T
he so-called trigger m

an w
as 

id
e
n
tifie

d
 in

 th
e
 c

h
a
rg

e
s a

s 
C

apt. R
obert F

. M
arasco, 27, of 

B
loom

field, N
.J. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 th
e P

en
tag

o
n
, 

R
eso

r acted
 o

n
 h

is o
w

n
 in

 th
e 

rare, top-level L
egal intervention 

an
d

 In
fo

rm
ed

 S
ecretary

 o
f D

e-
fense M

elvin R
. L

aird of his de-
cision M

onday m
orning. 

"L
aird

 su
p

p
o

rts h
im

," D
an

iel  

Z
. lien

k
in

, P
en

tag
o
n
 sp

o
k
es-

m
an, said. 
P

resum
ably the C

IA
 decision 

against allow
ing any of its intel-

lig
en

ce p
eo

p
le to

 testify
 in

 th
e 

co
u

rtsm
artial w

as b
ased

 o
n

 th
e 

fact that som
e of its secret oper-

ations involving the m
ilitary in 

V
ie

tn
a
m

 m
ig

h
t b

e
 c

o
m

p
ro ,  

m
ised. 
R

eso
r d

id
 n

o
t ex

p
lain

 in
 h

is 
statem

en
t h

o
w

 th
e n

atio
n

al se ,  
curity m

ight be affected by C
IA

 
testim

ony. 
H

e stated
 th

at, th
e C

IA
 w

as 
"not directly involved in the al-
leg

ed
 In

cid
en

t," b
u
t th

ere h
av

e 
b

een
 a flo

o
d

 ef rep
o

rts fro
m

 
b

o
th

 S
aig

o
n

 an
d

 W
ash

in
g
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n

 
th

at th
e su
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er-secret sp
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tfit 
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eshed in the situation. 
A

ccording to one account, the 
C

M
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f C
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u
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en

. G
eo
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n
e o
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e 

accused, M
aj. T

hom
as C

. N
fld. 

d
leto

n
 Jr., said

 th
e C

IA
 later 

tried
 to
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d

 th
e assassin

a 
tio

n
 o
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u
t it cam

e to
o

 late. 
T

h
ere also

 w
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o
rts th

at 
th

e g
lam

o
ro

u
s S

p
ecial F

o
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w
hich 

w
ear 

th
e g

reen
 b
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 c
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T

h
o

se sy
m

p
ath

etic to
 th

e case 
accu

sed
 G
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reig
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V
ie
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, o
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k
in

g
 a

 d
ire

c
t 

h
an
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ak

in
g
 an

 ex
am

p
le o

l 
the eight G

reen B
erets. B

ut they 
furnished no docum

entation. 
T

h
ere w

ere co
n
ten

tio
n
s th

at 
A

b
ram

s b
ecam

e fu
rio

u
s o

v
er 

th
e slay

in
g

 an
d

 w
as u

sin
g

 h
is 

full authority in prosecuting the 
case. 
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ARMY 
(Continued From Page One) 

potato for the Nixon administra-
tion, the Pentagon had general-
ly maintained a hands off poli-
cy, leaving legal disposition 
With the Army in Vietnam to 
avoid short circuiting the IMF 
process. 

Laird revealed that at 
one point he had directly inter-
vened to see that the accused 
men were freed from what 
amounted to solitary confine 
ment in small, individual cells, 
and given some amulet of free 
dam as "institution parolees" 
pending their trials, at the 
Army base at Long Binh, South 
Vietnam. 

There had been other criti-
cism from official quarters 
about the Army's handling of 
the legal details. Although the 
South Vietnamese agent was 
slain in mid-July, the accused 
men were not informed of the 
charges against them for sever 
al days after being arrested. 

On Sept. IR, Maj. Gen, G. L. 
Mabry Jr., the convening au-
thority, directed general court 
martial on charges of murder 
and conspiracy to commit mur-
der against Col. Rheault, Capt. 
Marasco, :Val Middleton, and 
Maj. David Crew, Capt. Leland 
J. Brumley and Capt. Budge E. 
Williams. 

Charges against two others, 
CWO Edward M. Boyle and Sgt. 
1.C, Alvin L. Smith Jr., Were or 
dared held in abeyance pending 
their trials. 

Mabry had specified that the 
accused men would not face the 
death penalty, which he had atk 
thority to do. 

There was no immediate word 
on where the Green Berets will 
be assigned next. CoL Rheault, 
strictly speaking, is the only ca-
reer special forces man In the 
group, with the others having 
backgrounds in intelligence 
work, plus qualifying training in 
special forces operations. 

In response to reporters' ques-
tions at the White Rouse, press 
secretary Ronald L. Ziegler said 
President Nixon did not have 
anything to do with the dropping 
of charges against the eight 
Green Berets. 


