: Killing Approved,

‘Berets Believed
By Richard Homan {)) 0/67 :

Washington Post Staff Writer
l The Green Berets suspected of killing a Vietnamese in

their unit believed the act had the full approval of their
superiors, it was learned yesterday.

Reliable sources also were told that the killing threatens
to explode into an international incident that could hazard
the Paris peace talks.

They implied in saying this that the Vietnamese man
who the Army said was murdered was connected or re-
lated to important personages. The Army still has not said
who the victim was.

It can be said authoritatively, however, that the Green
" Berets concluded—possibly after torturing him—that the
"murdered man had been spying for Hanoi. ’

Pentagon and other administration officials still refuse
to discuss the case on grounds this would jeopardize the
legal rights of the accused men, '

There is evidence in Washington, informed sources said,
that the Vietnamese man was killed only after considerable
discussion by Green Beret officers and gvﬂian intelligence
offieials in Vietnam.

The focus of these discussions, it was learned, was on
what should be done with this “plant” Hanoi had placed in

“the Green Beret unit. The conclusion was that the Viet-

‘namese agent knew too much about the clandestine opera- ]

- tions of the Special Forces to make it {feasible to release him.
The decision to get rid of him was made after checking
through several lgyers gf HM in Vietnam, raising the
possibility that any stemming from the pending
‘charges could implicate others beside Col. Robert B.
Rheault, the West Pointer who was summarily removed as

commander of the Green Berets in Vietnam.
It is stressed at the Pentagon and elsewhere that the

* eight Green Berets are only under investigation regarding
the murder—not formally charged. The Army said they are
suspected of the murder and of conspiring about it.

" The Army said the Vietnamese man was murdered
near Nhatrang on June 20. But the Army did not disclose
that eight Green Berets were suspects until last-Wednes-
day. N "
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Why, the Army moved against the men is one of ti:e
many mysteries surrounding the case. One administration
source said the Army publicized the incident after a re-

porter in Saigon asked military officials why a major was
locked up in the Longbinh jail,

The Green Berets awalting trial, accordl.ng to multary
sources, are bitter about heing jailed,

While no one talks about it in public, tmmr
arenarlofthaclandestine activities of the Special Forces
established as an glite group by the United States govern-
ment ie

i
Atiracts World Aftention

The pending murder case has focused world attention on
that ugly part of American activities in Vietnam. And
there are no signs that all the efforts at secrecy are di‘-
minishing international interest in the case, !

The arrest of Rheault and his seven comrades-in-arms
thus has put the Army on trial, The other suspects are?
Maj. Thomas C. Middleton Jr. of Jefferson, S.C.; Maj! David
E. Crew of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, commander of a military
intelligence detachment: EW02 Edward M. Boyle of New
York City, a member of Crew's unit; Capt. Leland I,
Brumley of Duncan, Okla.; Capt. Robett F. Marasco of
Bloomfield, N.J.; Capt Budge E. Williams of Athens, Ga.,
and Sgt. Alvln L Smith Jr., of Naples, Fla. !

. Congressmen from the home districts of these men wiﬁ
demand a full explanation of the case from the Army. Th

ones who already have inquired have been put off. Bq
Pentagon officials acknowledge that the 1lid ecannot be
kept on very much longer.

In the absence of any official explanation of the killing,
rumors are racing around Washington and the Vletnamegg
countryside about the identity of the victim and the where-

. abouts of his remains.
' Any full-blown public trial is likely to uncover not ‘on]y

Intelligence Agency operatives as well.

Reaction to Disclosures —:.;,

The public reaction to disclosures about some Green
Berets’ activities is likely to be one of shock, as witness
the world reaction to the first reports about Amencan,
bombing' killing North Vietnamese ecivillans.

+ Army sources stress that the pending case stems from

' a standard military operation—unpleasant as it may beé
In this sense, the tactic of assassination as a legitimaté
part of war is under challenge. B et

The lawyers who will defend the eight accused men if the
case comes to trial are expected to stress the lppmv-ll nt
the top for Green Beret operations.

George Gregory of Cheraw, S.C, a lawyer repréaentlng'
Middleton, was scheduled to arrlve in Saigon on Saturday’
(Vietnamese time) but was delayed in Hawaii because of
‘the Pln American Airlines strike. v R

activities of the Special Forces in Vietnam but Centru‘.l,.
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¢3S MORWING 2

5Pl The attorney fof‘ﬁhrca of the eight Gresn Berat scoldiers in
Vietnam who have been charged with the murder ef a Vietﬁameae double
agent, is Henry Rosen - Rothblatt of New York. Hr. Rotnbhlatt has just
returned from South Vietnan. He's in our sbudiox this moraing.

Good morning, Mr. Rothblatt. :

ROTHBLATT: Good morning.

BEITI: You - you came back from Vietnam after what I take to be a kind of
pre-trial hearing full of confidence for the three men you repressnt. Is
it your understanding thet they will not have to face trial.

ROTHBLATT: WellX, I sincerely velieve so. The evidence that I heard at
this hearing, the testimony that I read at tk Eearing that preceded my
attendance there convinces mne +hat there is absolutely no case elither
Jezally or otherwise against these creat offlicers. And the Army has no
choice but to dismiss the charges and return them to duty.

BENTI: Well, why should the Army dlsmiss the charges if, in fact, there

" seems to-be,’if all the reports are correct, at least some strong indication
that ﬁhej weré involved in the murder'of a Vietnamese double agent?
ROTHBLATT: We don't try people in this ereat United States.ahd particularly
we don't try Army offlcers 1n courts martial on suspiclon innuendo. We
need legal evldence, lezal pzoi? proof.

BENTI: You're saying the Army doesn't have a caseés

ROTHELATT: No case at all.

BENTI: You call these men, -great nen. I imagine there'd@ be scme who «

would dispute that because of ths particular frame of mind I think many

Americans have over thz grecial Toress and
r

thaeir role. In thls cas2,

14 15 only suspicion,; the nint of the kind of operaticns bat
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ROTHELATT: We're engaged in a conflict. Whether we like - whether we

should or should not be Iimxz in th‘s conflict is & questlon that might

be discussed at another time. But sipnce we're in this -busineszs of war

&

this has o be done effectively. They're doing the job that was assigne
fo them, as I think late President Kennedy said, when speaking of the
Green Bersts, with distlnetion, with excellence and ﬁith courage. I'rom
my knowledge of this - these men, from my knowledge of the case, fron
what I've hesard and all of the information that I can gather, they are
representative, those three words, "distinction, courage and intelligence."
BONTI: You -~ in your talks vhen you first camelback you referred to an
agency, a civilian agency, which you left unnamed and now the most recent
reports of conversations m you've had, indicate that you name the C.I.A.
You aucted as saying C.I.A. That's the main agency involved then, isntt 1t%
ROTHBLATT: Well, there have been enough discussion of this subject in
various periodidls and news medium that the CoIlhs plays an active role

“in tﬁege type:o; operations. It's quite clear where these functions
comelfrom; At the hearing in this case that I was priviieged to attend,

a fepresentative of =z certaln agency, it should he clear, committed in

my Judgment the most terrible kind of moral deception, lied, committed
parjury when we were lrying to seel the truth, And only under the test

and crucible of crossz examination were ve able to elieit this. That an

agency should commit these bunglings and then in a hearing where the

charges are being heard, to lie to cover up these bungling is shocking
to me.
BEWTI: The ==z%m essence of thair - the lie, 1f izd=d indeed 1t was, or

the perjury, was to what, protect the C.l.A. against the irmy or uo

protect its 1e in this cass?

its role in this case. To protect the stupidliy end
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BENTL: They were working then, ome can assuns, in hend wilh the Gresn
_ Berets in this case. :

ROYHBLATT: Well, you understand that I'm not privileged todl.scuss this
information specifically since its clagsified, I wish I could.

BENTI: Vell, then let me give you another area thal may also fell in

the classified category. This morning The New ¥oxk Dally News reported

that un - at least contrary to all of the reports we had heard, that it
was not a duestion of the C.I.A. turning tall and requssting charges
against these men but in fact that one of the elght somehow fell that_his
life was in jeopardyz and he went to the Army and told of what had
happened. 3

ROTHBLATT: I wish T could discuss the details but that news story is not
essenthally correct. 1 would love to discuss it. The details are
interesting.

BENTI: Well, you mean you are bound by court order not to discuss...
ROTEﬁ@QTT: I an bound by statute. T may aot discuss or makek knowa

clasgified information: If I - to do so would pe in vielation of law as

<

ell as a violation of the basic principles by which I'm guided.

_BENTI: Jchn Bart is in Viashington, Mr., Rothblait. John.

HAAT: Mr. Rothblati, I'm curious to know from your ceaversations with
your clients as to whether iihsz:ikum there have been other executions and
what is the gensral pattern and the practice of the Green Berets.
ROTHBLATT: Well, Mr, Hart, the Green Esrats do what they are orderasd to,
do. They play an essential function in the intelligence operations of any

mllitary or war, any mllitary cperation or war, fhay do what has to be

o

done @nd they do it very well. Thay do it intslligently. They do it
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HART:

=
O

your elisnts télk to you akmtit, about other executions?
ROTHBLATT:, yes.
HART: That they have performed?
ROTHBL@TT: I would say, they've talked to me about operations in which
they were involved, without being specific. '
HART: Hell, what are the circumstances under which the other executlons
take place.
ROTHBLATT: Again, I would love to be specific, and understend, I'm not
trying to evade you because 1 want to. Plans are set offf as part of their
normal operation, their normal duties, of gathering informatilion, gelting
essential knowledge that is required by the military. Sometimes steps
have to be taken and those éteps are taken.
BENTI: The steps in this case mean assegsinetion.
ROTHBLATT: Whatever has to be done to carry out their military effectliveness
is done. This 1s wvar,
BENTfﬁf“Cah I %sk you a question which has nothing to do with the spzeifics
B - ;
of fhis case but yon've talked to at least three of the elghi men, possibly
all eight.
" ROTHBLATT: I've spoken to all of them.
BENTI: Given the moral precepts we opsrate by in the United States, how
do you read men like this? In - literally, from whai youtve gaid so far
they're trained murdsrers and that's what they operatins.
ROTHBLATT: No iim¥ex they're trained military men to gather essential

information and to bz as effective as they can for our war operation.

BENTI: sAnd if that involves killing an azenht or s suspectad ageat, they'll
do that i

TOTHBLATT: A soldier in battle is required to k1ll in the part - as a

if that's the ordery
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ROTHRLAYY (Continued): thier work, they Kkill. They're goldiers. Tihis

i S WaTIl.
BENTI: Thank you very much.
ROTHBLATT: You're quite welcome.

BENTL: Mr. Henry Rothblatt, the defensz atlorney for three of the eight

Green Berets charged with surdering a South Vietnamsse double ageat.

ANWOUNCER: The %=z time now, 21 minutes past the hour.

(ANHOUNCEMENT)




