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When @ mediocrity like Arthur Bremer cen stalk prominent
politicsl figures through‘two countries end countless states, be
arrested snd photographed by the police, be observed and puoto-
graphed at rally after rally, and yet be undeterred in attempting
- 8t1ll another of the proliferating American politicel assessinations,
ths potential of a brilliant but sick mind ocan be beyoﬁd human
colculatién or aqticipation.

I know. I have hnd expgrienco with one such threat. It wes
. refarred to me after the Sbcfet Seévide dismissed it as no wore than
2 "nut" letter.

Understending it requires othsr then police training snd
experience. Its author (or suthors - 'a case can be made for two
different mindn or a split personality) is en exceodingly intelligent,
subtle snd sophisticated, unusually well educated person with
knowledge of a number of languages, history, philosophy end little-

known literature.
| Had ‘it not been that there_v'were threats against two U. S.
Senstors in his ego-indulgence of composing snd sending the thrests,
deciphering it could have been as wmuch an intellectual sport as
putﬁing it together‘undoubtedly wes for that sick mind.

In fact,.iﬁ was a direct challengo to me, personally. It
was heeded, "Can Kr., Weisberg translate?"

Mr. Wolsborg could - and gii - but not without much time and
coﬁéiderable help from 8 number of carefully selected friends. Not

the kinds of friends most police have on tap. They include:



Two poets;
Two TlOVQliélt.a; .
Three reporters;

A clinicsl psyohbloaist and a wman eiperionced in aress of

payshiatry; ‘ .
A physicist who as a hobby has studled politicel asssssinations;’

Saveral trained resesrchers with knowledge of political
essassinations; | | '

An editor speclalizing in éducationa; vorks; .

Two Chinese experfs,‘writors who had lived there;

A 11nguist'especlnll&.skilled in German and Russian; 1like
mo, with war~time intelligence experience;

An_advertiaing Junior executive; and

Tha shaprp-uitted wives of several.

It took the combined efforts of sll to acquire sufficlent
undefstandiné of thé hiddsn threats in the intellectual cat-and-

" mouse geme in which the 1ives of important men could be the stake.

If our initlally unknoun geniﬁs»had had the intent or capa-
bility of immediately implementing the threats, our unraveling would
heve been too“léte. . -

'Perhaps the strangest pert 1s thet thls person went to the
trouble of learnihg about me what is not generally known or easily
sccessible. And why did he challenge me rather than, say Jim
Garrison or Mark Lene, both of whom are more widely known? How did
he know they had long since aban&oned active intersst 1n the
;Bsﬂssination of President Kennedy?

A nimble mind like this can play with the police indefinitely,

enjoy the sport, and leasve the wonder, 1s he serious, 1s he the

m—  ——— . - d——



exception, the men who telegraphs his hits?
With the mentally 111, this 4s not impossible. With the

- gonius, cannot the game bacome so engrosaing that the mind becomes

fether to the gct? o ,
The problem is complicated by official explanationé of 811
politicel assassinations (all of which are attributed to lone "auts"

even whore officials know better) amounting to invitations to the

'mentally 111 to assassinate. In turn, thie is wegnified by the
~ wmedia, which uncritioal}y repects the official mythology.

- If this unintandedigalicitation can appegl to the diaturbed
of average intelligence; how mﬁcﬁ moro tantalizing is it to the
sick but exceptional wmindl
Without the gross professional deficiencies that characterizo
the official ;nveatigations of all the major politicel assessinations,
it would still ba closa to iméossible ﬁo locate and imumobilize a

keen but dleturbed intellectual. The only hopes could lie in his

ego-indulgence, carelessness or what charactdrizes sbme mentsl
illnesses, a tendency towsrd self-destruction. Indulging the latter
or ego -~ with enough t;me - ocould lead to exposurs.

' But when scholarship in antiquity, familisrity with logic |
and philosophy, foreign languages, exotic cooking, obscure literature
end the archaic méanings of words in current usage not pért of
instruction in pBlice sclence, how, :rom this one csse in which I

wes direotly éhnllengod, can the most dadicated police be expected
to knou what is aefoot?

How oan they be expected to protect the politicslly prominent

if they dismlss as gibberish the subtloeties thot are beyond them?

The Hercule Poirots ers in novels, not poiice agancies.
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Lot us take part of this threat, whether or not ¥4 bogan
with seriocus intont, to show what the sick but spectacularly smart
can say and yet hide.

on April 8, 1971, a swall envelope was mailed in Rockville,

Moryland, a suburb of Uashington, D. C. It was addressed to J. M.

Rothstein, who is the administrative assistant to Senator Mike

- Qravel of Alaska.

On June U, arter the Secret Sorvice dismissed it, Rothstein
sent it to me with a note saying, "At first I thought it was » joke
by one of my friends, ‘AfterAinvastigating'it further, I decidod
the humor looked too black to be a joke. As a very long shot, I
wonder if the letter may have been mesnt for you."

There was s very special resson for sgndlngihis threat
to Rothstein to the exclusion of any other of tha more importent

Congressional staff_members. A time-consuming check of the addresses

~of each of the many'ahbws that he is the only one with so suggestive

"an sddress:

Dssd Run Drive.
Tt 1s in McLesn, Virginia, another Weshington suburb.
The fictitious return address a2lso is hot without poiant. It

- peads; "I. F. Stone 1940 Luke St."

_ "Izzy" Ston;, for docades a well-known Washington reporter,
did not live in Rodwille, snd Rockville has no Luke Street.

- But this can be translated, es the challenger invited. Thare
1s ths Book of Luke in the Bible. The words of 19:40 ere, "And he
answerod snd aaid unto them, I tell you that, ifr these should hold
thelr pesce, the stonos would immediately ory out." Thus, there we

account for the'compléba sddress that does not exist and a threatening
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mesning. With "if" and "stones".. Complete!l Hdthing wasted, nothing
.maaningless, nothing'oﬁvious - prior to "translation”.

Jesus' déacent from the Mount of Olives is deslt with in four
" Books, Matthow, Merk, Luke and John. But this content is in Luke
- alone. Perhapsltha 1anguage immediatsly praceding and following also
can hold othar intended threats or wWarnings: ’

37. And when he was come nigh, oven now at the descent of
the mount of Olives, the whole multituds of ths disciples began
to roejoice end pralse God with a loud voice for sll the mighty
works that they had seen;

38. Seying, Blessed be the King that comsth 1in the name of
tho Lord; peace in heaven, and glory in the highest.

39. And some of the Pharlsees from among the multitude said
unto him, Mester, rebuke thy disciples.

0. And hs answered and said unto them, I tell you that,
1f these should hold thelr pesce, the stonss would immedistely
cry out. :

41. And when he was come near, ho beheld the city, snd wept
over it, :

42. Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at lesst in
thls thy day, the things which bolong unto - thy- peace; but now
they are hid from thine eyes.

L43. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine onsmies
ahsll cest a trench s.ou: thee, and compass thee round, and
keep theo in on every slae,

L. And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy
children within thee; end thny shell not lceve in thee one
stonz upon enother; because thou knowest not the time of thy
visitation, : ,

41S. And he went into the temple, and begen to cast out
thom that sold therein, and them that bought;

L6. Saying unto them, It is written. My house ia the
house of prayer: but ye have made it & den of thieves.

. L47. And hs taught daily in the temple. Butb the chief
priosts and the scribes and chief of the people sought do
destroy him.

To this point, frbm the envelope slone and for whatever
maening, note the silx repetitions of "atone" in vsrying Tormsi
twice in the quotatlion from Luké. in the rsturn-address name, in
the postmerk (Rockville), in Rothstein (red stone from the Garman),
even in Gravel, the Sensitor employing Rothstein.

(Inside the envelope there was move that could be relevant

to tho "stone" not in Rockville.)



The most common stone in a threat is a tombstone.

If fer-out, csa the intent of a sick mind be resd with
bertainty, or can fzr-out interpretations be dismissed with safety?

Wifh Teddy Kennady hidden ih.the message, dravel'addressed'
end Presidential aspirant George McGorern mentione§ without ocoding
- 811 liberals -~ this biblical ianguage can be rich in meening.

Of what remains on the envelope, one thing only could not
have hud meaning to those who read this before mo. That 1s the
data. It is my birthday! There is but one chance in 365 that this

- is coincldence, that the challenge-to-me/threat was malled that day.

Two ditrgreﬁt typeﬁriters were used, one for the envelops,
the other for the enclosure. Two people? Two clues? Twé neanings?
These are questions. Fact is that inside were two "signatures"
other than the spurious one on the envelope. The message 1s broken

into two parts. The first 1s signed "Duncan", the second "Ockis".

The first has added, "R.S.P.", roushly the opposite of "R.S.V.FP.",

reply Mithout pleasure, a curse.
Most obvious, and ominous, interprotation of "Duncan" as
applied to/Kennedy 1s Macbethian. Another is no less frightening

in terms of anti-Kennedy threats. Standard biographical sources

'disclose & long-desd but once-famous industrial chemist, Robert

Kennedy Duncan.
"Ockie" 1s much less obvious. My first hunch wes thet it is
a nickname for Francis Parkey Yockey, suthor of the Americsn Mein

Kampr, Imporium. After arrest, Yockey died mysteriously in & ban

Franclsco Jail. of poison. And reportedly aftor a visit from A.

Willis Certo, publisher of Impesrium and entrepreneur and political
force of the far right,



" Garibbesn island.
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Befors I had time to dismiss this, three of those from whom
I had sought help remindad ms of the Fnglish soholestic, philosopher
" and thaologian,'william of Ocoam (1285-1349). aside from his
phiiosobhy, Occam is knowﬁ for having dared oontést thb temporal ;

Power of the Pope. OQccan assertod the indepsndenp authority of the
king in civil affeirs,

In philosophy end legic, Ocoam 1s remembered for his theory

“or minimsls or Parsimony, that the likeliest answer to 8 prodblem, opr

the first to be conaide:ed, is the silmplest. Tho likeliest answsy
to the problem of o libersl politiclan is what? Killing him. That
1s the essencs of-all pafts of the enclosure.

Although 1ittls known, Occam 1s not entirely forgotten.
Fifteen yoars ago there appeared a work of sciencé fiction descrived
by one of my sources as "a romarkable ﬁour de force in wrltihg". Is
is an account, years yeroro the first human was in space, of a timo-
'8lip in which two inhabitantg of another world are strended on a
(It may be too'subtle,vbut it also may be relevaht, that twa

wen in this novel are stranded and lost, snd two are threatened in
the mesaaga.)il ‘ 4

" Tho title of the novel is Occom's Rozor. The suthor?

David Duacan!

S0, in adéition to the appropriatensess of Ocam's hlebory eud
philosbphy of éirecb and simple gsolutionsz, and the Pousible aptnezs
of tne novel, thers is the last name of the suthor signed to tho
figst part of the messege, “"Duncan", ang s nickname for Occonm, "0ckia",
signed to ths second. Using "Occam” would have been wmuch too obvious,

benenth the subtlety of the author of the threat.:
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“Duncan}é" first words are, "The Constable from Barnstable
(known to mothers as maglater of horsa), asks: ‘Wssn't Lee in
Irving's bedroom?'" . |

. I suqfst thanlast words are not s homoséxual éllusion.

Rather do they ominously state a truth, that t§e night before tho
esssssinstion of President Kennedy, Lee Harvey Oswald slept with
hia wife in an Irving, Texss, bedroom.
| Barnstebla, the resort town on Cape Cod, includes Hyannis.
Hyannis and Kennedy are synonymous.

This opening is a;rererenco to the trqgedieé of Chappaquiddick.,
To Teddy. This'is reﬁeated with the medleval British msoning glven
to "Constable", the oommaﬁdar in the absence of the ruler.

A middle-sges meaning of "magister" is similar, the highest-

- ranking officisl of a royal household or court. - Again Teddy, the

renking Kennedy. . ‘

-"Meglster of horse" also clearly means mastor of the hunt.
(Another anclent ussge of constable is s "count of the stable",)
If the Qorda "known to mothers" are taken literally, and ths concern
of mothara for the uelrare of their daughtersis borne ia mind, this

requires no further 1nterpreCation, although nore - & pun - is

~ obvious. The roference is to a master of & hunt fop women,

it ﬁe anslyze tho complete threat, short as it 1s, it coulad
take inderiniéaly. The concludng lina, immodiately above the signa-
turs "Ookio". is one of the less complicateé-

"Next' Vigoro de 1lilscs sheers tho ears of Senator McGovora."

The "shoering" of the ocars (this is the wmisspslling or the

double-meaning of the mossage) of Senator McGovern is explicit enovsh.

i
i
!
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"Next" -~ after John and Robert ﬁennedy and Msrtin Luther King,

McGovern has not ﬁeen.~ But on "translation" the suzgestiocn is

‘apparent., "Vigoro" is the trade nsme of & well-known fertilizer.

~The lilsc is the state flower of New Hompshiro, where the first

presidentisl primary was then yet to be held. Thas McGovern would

' fertilize the lilacs 1§ & fairly oxplicit threat, if it dld not

come to pass,

Thia whole %hing is shot through with other dbuble moanings
sometimés doubled and redoubled. The six references to stones on
the envaelopo, for ezamplé,_are not 211 of them. Others sre in the
text. The Groek for stohe is putros, also the noms of the disciple,
Peter. 0Oneo neood not 1nf$r tombstone oniy to wonder why.

Bolow another is mentlon of fission. It is bracketed with
"Ball & Chain". . Among the péssible"purposes of riqging in the phraée
"Bell & Chain.rissipn", which supsrficially seems to be senseless,

oan be rqrérence to the accused killer of King. James EBerl Ray is

" confined et Potros, Tennessee. The closest town on tho map is the

neerdby home of fission, tho famous etomic~energy installation at Oak
Ridge. "Ridge" 1s still auothe? stone, as are all those Tonnessee
mountains, | ' | .
If this is intended, then oll tha ms jor political suseasinations
afa raferred to in the body of the message, which consludes with whst
is "next",
I hove nover osked Tom Kelley, the bstroubled heed of the
Secrot Jervice's protactive unlt; why his people declded thia had
to be no more than a "nut" letter. Yet entirely ineoffoctual men

who can barely move and who sre confined have been, to wy knowledgs,
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ol Secret Service interost.

wpile I was working to complete the "translation" with which
I had besan challenged,.and when there had been abéolutély noipublio

sttention to this letter, I got several odd talophone calis from a

stranger. Tho name he gaie me is a resl name. The position he saild

 .he held in & world-femous federal institution of lsarning a man of

that name did hold.

He boastsd sn earlier career in antl-Communist intelligenca
of the most super-secret nature., = c

This was aﬁ erudite man, & scholsr, s man who said hes was
fluent in seven languages. A man who volunterily confessed marital
problems, inferchtially to emotional troublesg A talker.
' I bad never heard ¢f hin.

His aclf-portrqit to me is of & super-pstriot, an anti-

'communist‘(and who 1is not "red" to the dinturbed "patriot"?), & man

who might sssassinate and deem it dedication and loyalty.

He phoned again to woke & date to visit me. I asked nim ir

he would'cagé to use his lénguage and eryptogrsphic skills in helping

decipher a cryptic politicel threat. He hnng up, and I nover heard _
from him again.

© mel
At that point, when he so fully £iiisd the qualifications

required of the suthor of this challenge to me, snd when hs had called

me for no apparent purpose, he had to be considered a prime candidate

for suthor, if not intended assassin.

Although, from his own account, he seowed to b3 in porfect
physlcal condition, hs awaited a disability rotirement.

He seid he was leaving the Washingbton erea.
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I foar checklng where he said he wss going - to Miami.
Both polilticsel éonvantions are to be held there this summer!

Whather or not this man, whb‘has the preraquisites, ia the

author of these threats, and whether or not they were intended

. seriously or ere no more than tas cunning exercise of s sick but

acute mind, I shudder to think of tho potential when such big brains,

' ndt mediocrities like Bremer, get turned on to sgzsassination.

The more political protecticn and other police wo:k are
computerized, the less chénpe there is for eﬁploymunn of the intel-
lect, for deciphafing au&h sophisticated seeming gitberish so loaded
with hidden mesnlings. |

Computers.can kesp rocords, but they cannot think. Nothing
illustrates this botter tkan the recent decision of Geofge Gustafsbn,

executive secretary of the Californis State Teacher Preparsation and

; Licensing Commission. He "fired" his computer end replaced it with

a singlerman. The computer, ho seid, "just couldn't compete with
peopls”, |

He oonverted "from a complex &nd costly sutomated system to a
strosmlinad, fully menual operation“ that gots the job dons better,
f&ster end cheape? - with 80 fewar employsos.

Imazine what would come cut if eny attempt wsre wmads to feed

this message snd the envelope in which it was mailed into a computer!

Nothing but question-marke end a plea for a "computer "shrink™l But

‘no ansvers, nc identifications, no meanings.

"Nut" lettor, indesd!
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The government itself, sided by all the mejor media, nes

Apfopagandized two notions: that only the mentsally 111 assssainate;

and that .they have a compulsion to kill the famous for their ouwn

_Arulfillment. It is almost like advertising for asuassina.

Hidden in the part of the messege I have not quoted is what .

" oan be taken as e rseference to famous linss from Gilbertand

Sulllvan-

A policeman's lot is not a "happy one
.Whsn constabulary duty's to be done. .

If this is o sampla p: the future in political assassinations,
a future in which'rinaly;trﬁined minds may toy with their intended
victims and the protectors of those victims,ths lot of the protective
policewen Indeed will not be a happy one!l




