Dear friend Orestes, - ¢ |if 5/20/75

After receiving your letter of KHarch 21 I answerad on the 27th, explaining what
was heepdng me busy ead thav 1 could mske out enough of your letter to tell meo thet
1 had butber be careful and understand it clearly before answering it. Not to trast
what I covld make out with a dictionary.

Purhape your papers carried the AP story Sunday on whag I obtained from one of
those suits. If the Junday paper carried it \the date it was to have vteen publiched)
I'd apyreciate a copye

1l am dus iu court tomorrew on the second. The FIEI is playlnz somes ith this
evidenc:, the court and me aud 1 have to gt to work promptly to help my lawyer Jim
sxpobe toeil.

1 have been sick. It was sericus but reslly wae not bad on mc except thet it
loft e wenks 1 had pneumonie and pleurisy. 1t happened when 1 wss away from home,
vwhich was worse. And now that I am better the weaknees is a real problem baecause things
like grass and weeds are growing as well as flowers and I have to mow them down. I have
two old riding wowers, both just rvpeired snd neither working after vepair! So, 1 have
all tlis work to do with a worn-out push mower., It can be very hard and it is beocause
I was not able to mow when the grass snd weeds just started to grow, What 1 have to
do is work perhaps 30 minutes and then stop and rest for an hour or more. So, with
5 acres, 1'm pusbed for time to push! ind still do nnything elme,

Aithough 1 aa suppoued to get more sleep, 1 got up ecrly to prepare some nemos
for my lawyer to use in court and to answer vonr letter hecause 4 pow have 2 trans-
lation of it

I do with you would use your tape recorder, Lon could tell me more and I could
listen to it widle I drive. For example, 1'll have to dyive for more than two hours )
tamoryvew, o auu from Wasldngton., When 1'm on the open road it is sufa to liaten. While
L have a litile trouble with vour accent, I do make it out and I learn more from you
thiz was, as in the pant. Hobody cver writes all that is in hie memory. When I take
oy wife to the grocery sitore, I can listen to tapes whilo she ghops. listening takes
more time for we than resding but it gives me more information, which I want.

You told me thinge T did not know and about which I would like to know more.
fpybe nleo 1 forget somo. I do not remember that L kmew thore were two differeut
frinting operations ot 115 Decatur, Gred's and Helvin's. I thought 1t was all one as

now yomembor ite What was Crad dn “THY my eud whet do you think vas Gone in his
press that you cannot prove? x

4 man who was an informant tolé we of being inside that building, As I remember
it hi told me that at the back of the secend floor there were things indicetins work
for the CLa, with big maps of “uba on the walls or doors. He also told me that Grad
vas sble to do printing other plents could not do.Can you tell me more of tris?

You say "Mr, Melvin wes also worldng for the CIA." What was Melvin's first nsme
and what work did he &6 for tho CIA? Bas you tell me what kind of counterfoit money i
he printed? For what country?

Then you say that as scon as Yerrison started ur they closed the originel belbin
plant. Ig this the case you told me shout, the truck in the aliey =1l of = suiden?
If you can tell we more it could be helpful. 4nd the name of tie second Felvin who
then went to wori for Grad? I take it thnt with thds cover th: same ldnd of work,
more or lass, contfnued under Grad? For the CIA?

I au awere that you now are not afraid, but 1'd appreciate it if you would tell
me what it is that you knew.

You zre right about Garrison. I suppose it is when you realized this that you X
stop.ed seeing me for a whils. I did not understand him when I first went there but
later I came to know the truth. But when I did and told you in a certain way, 1 think
you had doubts. Remember when I told you that I was indcpendont, that I did not work
for hdm? This was zlways true but by then I had come tc und-rotund that he was not
doing good work and that even the good se;ple he had working for kim were without
experience in thic particular kind of work.
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Thies is not personal criticism of them because I would be lost in their kind of
work, regular police worke

With some of them 1 had a decent relationship and some did keep their words.
Thus I could have protocted you asz I did others becsuse we hed a worldyy rziationship,
pome of these others and I. I rogret that Jin'as word was not pood, as I loarned, I can
date this for you. It wae the time I was there bofore that night yeur tirea were
slashed, (Thet womsn was un poco loco but she also hud good infomation for me.)

If when you say “iir. Garrison did not desire that you should be in New Urleans"
you have special reasous I would like to know them, I knew some. OUne he was jealous
because I did things he and his poople could or did not. Another iz becsuse 1 did
not kiss his ass and tell him how great he was while he was making & mess of it.
Another is that I stopped some of his meases end clesned others up after he made
them, Yet another is that he did not understand some things and stole some of uy
work when I explained it to hiz in confidence because he did not understsnd it snd
I did, expecting to use it kX mys:lf. Stil)l another is that he Lad friends from out
of lew Yrleans who did not like me. I could go on. I knew. But there also were
dishonorable vizits to you, inzluding by that puto lane. If you would take the time
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to explain tiwse things it could be helpful to oy undersianding and to tho work I i
am still doinge. T will when I can rotuwrn to the work I wus doing them in dew Urieans. £
I huve that book martly writien but huve had to lay it aside. I roa.lywuld like to E\I

be able to use all you know and have nol told me in it when I can got back to it.
You were very helpfMml in that worls and I heliove you knmaw move that you dLd not {ell
me, I do not Xnow why but 1 think yon h=d your ovn ressons. One perheps was not
trusting Garrison? 4

One thing I think I never sskel you when we wers taliding sbout the pressures
the PEI put on yous did you aver kmov or leve anything tc do with & former azent
named Filton Hanclk? Or onc namod Will Hayden Griffin or Griffen? The second one
left llew Crlsens vhen he incwrred dosver's displessure. + understand he covered
the ¥rench Yuarter. "

I bolieve I imew that you get your pascport in the Customs building, What 1
do not remamber imowing 4= the* thoy could bs obtzined elaevhere in n&% Orleans,
I also knox you thought strange things were being done in thai budldiag but not
what strange things. :

If T nevor told you, onc of my problems with Uarrison was hia nytty ides that
because you nceded vacations from the liard work yoa d4d snd travelled you had to oe
some ldind of agent! de actually balioved this and had people workdng on ite I Iirally
got Ma to drop ite This 1 ihe Xind of foolimjmess on which they westeld time end
ruined tlomszlves. But none darsd stand up to him, This made m2 morve unwelcome when
I did. (So"“" of thex asked me tc do this whon they were afraid t0.)

What do yci mran when yon oay "It scomg that things hove ohareod o Bk Litile"
and base ihis on a neeting you hed vith one I take to be louis Ivon. 1 suppose “ouis
is back in the regular police now, 4¢ is the on? in Jin'e oiifce for whom I hsd woal
respect. If this conversation was not cm;fizluntiﬁl. I wouldl liwe to xnow wiav it is

so that i could understand thic change, £ 1ik-d “ods ni he tried to belp me, Ha £
is by iar the most competent Garrison had only Garrison kept him too wusy with crezy—-- i
things. Louie iz not a lawyer but elonc, with help he coula boss, he eould ani would M\
have done a beilter job than was done, I don't mes nos he oub up with what he cid, :-
o

You nre right, truth doos reign over all tlhings, but the uestion is how to %‘g’

bring trth outs If no. ennuoi Ho gone iu court in bew Yrleans. lowever, it can in

Ether weyss Fur cxample; and pleazc keep this cenfidertial, thera ar: kembers of
ongress in touch with me. I'd like fo know these things you have in mind so thet

if and vhen therc is the crvpostundiy T ocur use them. There are other iadications
that © Zr falie ctosy is coudug nparts I az, I think, doirg such to thie end in court
in Washington. (I've now won five swivs on tiis alone against the government,) So,
while therc 4z oo .ay of kmowinz, if yuu would tell ms these things pechaps T covdd
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use the information this way, in court up here. Without lmouing it, naturally, I
cannot. And I do think the only practicel way iz for you to talk it, on tape.

Wies not “ohn the lawyer who you hadl when the FBI was giving you trouble, when
you were belore the Warren Comrdssion? (Remember I semt you their files on you, even
showing the time they spent on you?) If you cen not get this data back from him,
canyoutellmindetaﬂuhatitvas?Ifhagaveittothemlmybeahletogat
it or help you get it This is not impossible.

It is not now possible for my friend Jim to leave and will not be for a while
becausc of earlier and cxtensive comritments he has made as a lgwper. He has to do
his work in court here because he has no choice. I have long wented him to file some
collection cases for me in Few York but it .imply has not been possible, much as I
need the money out of which I've been cheated. So, the only way is for me to know and
go over with lim and then we try to do it in court here. 3o, let me known hbout
those two bureau chiefs, I do not believe you ever mentioncd thems If you did, not
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in detail or 1've forgotten and I do not think I would. I knew only that one was !
behdnd the dirty things being fone to you, the onc there at the end of 1963 and
into 1%4. 3 “‘!\I

i

Reslly the only practical way if for you to let me know these things because
1 can t go down there gow. And not only because I do not have the money. You have
been my friend, you have trusted me, so I think you know that we ar- still friends,
that I value the help you give, and that you can still trust mee

I know that you are not afraid as I kmow when you were (and had reason to be) .
and as + know vhen you resched your decision (after that first a uto accident, when
you got the Cadillac). Am I not right? You were also afraid when your wife was
pregnant and there was that other accident, but what man would not be afraid for a
pregnant wife snd the unborn baby?

All the tapes of our previous interviews are safe and secure for when I can
return to that writing, This iz the one way what you know can be preserved. Please :
do it this way azein, only without me there to ask guestions. I can write you i
questions afterward if I have any. a

Orestes, 1 have taken this Vime beginning before daylight when I should not
be getting so little rest while I am recovering and in preference to the work 1've
postponed that I need for court tomorrow because 1 know you can be helpful and
because you have been and because you wmey not only know what you say,but can also
glve me information that may £it with work I have deme that you do uot know. Ons
little fact that may moan nothing to you mey fit with what I have done or with
records I have obiainsd from the jovertiment.

I do hope you will take the time to do this.
If you see “puis again please remember me to him.
My best wishes to you. You have been a good friend and I prise it,
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Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg
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