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There is an ofien-quoted Lazia tey
which reads “Quod h 88 crederz
voluat, id (what men
wish to believe they easily belisve).
In his book on Ths Tickbome Cuase
Lord Mzuzhham, later Lord Chancel-
lor, cited this 10 exsiain waar he said

= “beyond doubs nest cels- ‘
I the most inter- |,
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facile credunt
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brated und pechaps

esting English trizls of the last ona
hundred years.” I believe thar this
is equally true when appiied to the
Dreyfus Afizir, and to the conspiracy
stories of the Kennedy assussination |
written by Muark Lane and Bdward |
Spstein.

. I have described these as three fa-
mous hoaxes bscause in each of them
& few Irresponsible men succeeded in
persuading a lprge aumber of pecple
10 accept stories which are unsup-
perted by any credivle evidsnce. (Pro-

fessor Goodhert's zocounts of

e same wg
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Whe Assnssizs

Dpngt S et Ta-
Jrestaon? Koo

ion are so well kitown that it
o
£ dZ0 18 a large
epen square. At the norih end 1s the
seven-siory Texas Schicol Book Da_-'
pository Cuilding. On the west sidz
fianlied by Elm Sireet, is a_ars
knoil sising sharply about 35 to 50
Ioet to @ nicket fence, about 434 fest
Y, Seaind wiich there is a larse
a speee crossed by railroad tracks
used- ia part.es a car park, COn
Seuth sids thers is o larze o
Z&s8.or bridge, used for railvead lines,
acd bensath which Sireet and
two other roads converge and pass.
n the east side of the Plaza thers
arz a pumber of high buildings at
right angle 1o the Book Depssitory
building so thet ary noises ceming
from it ere funneled to the soutl, At
12:35 p.m. the Prasicent's car passad
the Sook Duildins a_turhed
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bad gome about 200 feet a number of
shols rang oui. The Presideat was
wounded by one bullet and Lilled by
another one. Governor Cognally, who
was sitting on. the jump ssat imme-
diately in front of the President, was
wounded by a bullet that struck him
in the back, exited from the front o
his chest, struck his wrist and ended
in his thigh. The Presicent and the
Jovernor were rusked to the Park-
and Iospial where the Presidsnt
c¢ied. An hour later & mas named
Cswald wes arrested in 2 cinema atter
s$5ootinz onz of his captors, Two cays
v

to anather,

A week Ioer
geictad g cog stigation
under the Chairmanshis of Chias
tice Warren, Iu

fy 4bas oF Corr el | Titr
to <hat ef a Gread < Uy

maks o

v/aich

e
i, Was Tesiilsle Jor the assassiza-
tion, who had wounded tae Goveraer,

and whether the press and ths oFeials

had acted properly. It was in no sense
a tial ecurt. if it had found that there
was a fellow conssirater, it wouid
have been necessary for & Grand Jury
to indict him by name heforz he
coulu be tried in 2 regular court on
a charge of murder. This procedurs
could not, of course, be followed in
Oswald's case because he was dead.

When tie Commission begin its
hearings Mark Lene, a New York
lawryer, wio had precticed law for 12
years, .demanded the right to apsear
as cefense counsel for Oswald, having
beea appointed by Csweld's mother,
The Commission refused on the
ground that it was cendocting an in-
vastigation and not -z trial. It stated,
Rowszver, that he could present w the
Commission any relevani evidencs
that it ought to consider, Ze did so
on two cceasions. Of the 3352 wit-
nesses who gave avidence, he was the
oniy one who asked for public hesp-
ings.

The basic conclusions in the Com-
mission’s Xeport were that (a) tha
shots which killed the President and
wounded the Governor were fired
from the sixth ficor windows at the
south-east corner of the Ecok Deposi-
tory building, that (b) there is no
credible evidence that the shots were
fired from any other location, and
that (c) the shots were fired by Lze
Harvey Oswald. Lane's book is 477
pages long but it can be judgad by its
first 40 pages. That is enouzh. Lane
dispulas the frst two conclusions on
the ground thet there was credible
evicznce that onc or more shots wars
fired from tke knoil, and that one or
bota of the shots that struck the Pres-
iderit hit him from in front so that
thers mwust have been two assassins.
Concerning Oswald's guilt, he araues
at grec:t length that Oswald could not
have shot so accurately, that the real
agsassin was comeone else masquerad-
ing = vald, that the rifle fouad iz
tie Lullding did not Delong o Os-
waid, but if it did belong 1o Oswald
it was plented thers by the Dallas
police. All the rest of the book daal-
ing with Mrs. Odio, the fantasic story

(Continied on nex: page)
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. Purrin, the alleged meeting at
ouse Club of Ruby, Tipplt
together with the sug-
er by e Calius police of
z ble wiiesses is used to crecie
suspicion without a siwed of cvidence
0 support it.

Lane is more precise whken he says
i that ‘no credible
ovideince suzzesis' thar skhols came
from any place othsr than the Book
Depository s to ignore the evidence
of Miss-Wercer, Bowers, Price, Hol-
laad, Desuiy Constadle Weltzmarn and
the railroud yardmon who spoke with
him" Later he adds fames L. Sim-
I, Lot must Bave ety safs e ags
sunsing that hardly any of his Amer-
can readers and aonz of his European
ones would check his stories against
the evidence that ¢an be found in
26 supplementary volumes published
by tha Commission.

Miss Mercer was one of a number
of other witnessos wito after the assas-
sination thoungh: that they jhad seen
someone carry what might Nave been
a concealed rifle. A zreen truck which
“looked like It had 1 or 2 wheels on
the curb” of Elm Street blocked her
way. She saw ong of the iwo men in
the truck “take out from the truck
waat appeared to be a gun-case,” and
then walk “up the grassy slope.” When
this incides: oceurred “there were
three policemen steading talking acar
a motoreyele on the bridze st west
of me.® In her afdavit Miss Mercer
did not state at what time this hap-
pened, so Lane Kas added the words
“eacly in (Re day” when reporing
whzt she said. This was a necessary
auess becpuse later In the micrai
Elm Straet was patrolled by

people on the sidswalk
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and thers were
who would have sezn a than earrying
a gupcase, which thereafter disap-
peared naver to be found. The gun-
man must therefors have bzen hang-
ing about for néarly four hours be-
iote the assasskiation took place. In
his recent interview in Playboy Lane
alters the time by saying that it hap-
penad “Come time before the motor-
eade reached the area.” Miss Mercer's

z the thes police orficers
she thought were cn the bridge has
bean alterad to “Delias police-
men were standing a shert distance
away, but they dida't move ths truck
an" point of Zane's comment
wis that this was evidénce that the
Zullas poiice were involved in the
eonspiraey, but it loses even this point

Jénal
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if we reulize that ths police would
aave had 10 walk off the bridge, gizmb

"en dascend the
the truck. Lane’s

have aot bezn
able to find her (Miss Mercer). She's
1o longer in Dallas™ Tr is unforturate

8, and
Xaoll before reackin

Laal comment is:
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l:haa hiz effigicat o

ssareiers hove fot
beein waole . This must pe
the fecblest possible evidence on walla
to charge the Sallas police Wik cof-
pliciuy in the assnssinziion.

The next witaess, Lee Bowers, vas
a tower man operating the swiishes
and signals controlling the movemdat
ol trains. He had an unpinterruppd
view of the aréa back of the piciet
fence from which Lanc sugsests Hat
the shooling ook place. Vet, Sowgrs

never saw L man carrying a rifle oo
doing aaytii cious, He wis,

howsver, able to nowe that three edia
wich entarsd the lrea hore Colll-
water daimpidyn stickers, but the rele-
vance of this is not apperent as it|is
nat suguesied that fenater Goldwager
wes involved in the assussinatidn.
Wiien Bowers gave cvidencs bef
the Comraission, he stated that he fi
realized that there was “some uaost
occuirence” Locause of samcthing
“could mo: identify.” He could
have seen anything that was happeni
on Elm Siree! which is 30 to 40 f
below the picket fonce, so that it
probably the noise ¢f people climbi
the slope of which he was first aw
Loae's main point is that Bowers whs
prepared to tell more to the Co
missicn if he had not been interrupt
by Joszph A. Ball, assistaat Couisel fo
ine Commission, who was quastioai
him, The record shows thas M. Bii
repeaizcly asked Bowers whethsr
had moze to say, so that there is
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Zowers was interviewsd by Lage
himseli two years latsr he said:
was just going to tell that
&t e fence and saw 2 pufl of smo
or fash of light, just whea the sh
were fired,” This is nonssnsa bacay
a pull of sincke aad a flash of K
ctnnot be confused. Eowers whs
killad i cn avtomobils accideat
moaths ago which Lane regards
suspicicus, but Bowews could n
nave added anything to what he h
already said.

The third witoess was Mr. J.
Price who was on the roof of
Terminal Aunex Suilding across D

wnfiets

the Commission, ke said: ‘T saw o
man run towards e passenger ©

¢ beea a headniece Wik

S

yeors lsior;, ha viawdd
ard fimed by Lage, ki ZoTy Dd
improved, = d o rop=
sezs, 2 wh i

pretty sure that His halr wal Sandy
and lomg. A man appsaring abofs

145 pounds in weight aad not tdo

wall. I would say five (feet), siz

sevén, Heé was bure herdsd, ané ks
wer ranning very fust, which guve
the suspicion thut he waes deirg

ing, but I could be mis
Tag man “was carrying somet
his right hand which could hay
agoa

The metietlous preeision 6f Price’s
secend-thougit evidence iliustrates the
legal mexim that an over-presise wit-
niess is usually clling an uatru,

e fourth witness was G, M., Hol-
land, who wos wecompanied by a
lawyer whan e gave his evidesncs,
anid then had to retire to hed, He
wus on the overpuss when the shots
rang out. He had “no doubt about
seeing a puif of smoke come cut
from wunder those trees.” He also
saw a station wagon backed up to-
ward the fence, and it looked as if
“semcone stood up oa the bumper
to sez over the fence.” It is aston-
ishing that neither Bowers nor any-

one sise noticed this bucause & man
standing on a bumper and holding a
rifiz can hardly have failed to at-
tract raore adention than did & puff
of smoka.

Ths A%

-witness was Constable
Se itzraan. He szid he “ran
in @ northwest cirsction and scaled a
fence towards where we thouzh: the
shots eame from.” Ha mai a railread
e¢mployee who szid he thought that

“hz had seen somebody throw sc.‘r.e—l

thing through a bush.” Weitzman
himself was not imprassed by this,
and tusned over to tae Zook 2uild-
ing where 2e heiped to find the as-
sassinzation rifle:

Flaclly the reference to James L.
Simmons is of special interest. Ze
saw a motoreycls paliceman drive uz
the grassy slope, jump of his motor-
cycle and then rum up the rest of
tie hill. Simmons thougar mhat he saw
exhaust fumes ef smcke. He advised
that in his opinien the shots came
from the dirsction of the Texas
School Eook Depository.

This is the whole of Lanz's so-
calied direct avidence that there was
another assassin shooting from the
knoll. An English eritic kas sz 3
his up by saying: “Tha
—=ne’s book is nothing but a pud ¢
smoke”

Lane clso argues T the: [asvthas
ninely persons thousht taat the s
. the knoll iy convi

enca har they o

Camie Lo

evid

he could
Lots conling

rom

% a
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ration v
fakas place iccation.™
Anyone who been to the Grand

Canyon or to St. Paul's Cathedral in
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London kaows i if you elap your
Srnds aeiher vou cannat distnguish
betwoen mat and the eche which Te-
twras to vouw. Many of Lane's wit
nesses suid that < the shois canie
from the knell, but this is obviously
impossible as it has never beea ques-
tionad that Governer Coanally was
hit in the back. Even Lune has aot
Geen able to invent w story o answer
that, .

Lare's final point would seem 12
be = conclusive one. It is that as the
wound in the front of the President’s
neek wes an entpanes wound, Tl
wultet must have been fired elther
from the knoll or from the OVErpass.
a2 says that: “Every doctor at Dal-
las’ Parklund Hospial who examined
the wound in President Kennedy's
throat and made 2 staement to the
press on the day of the assussination
said the throat wound was an en-
trarce wound, That means the bullet
eriered from the frost” Yo can
judge Lane's book by this because it
is daliberatcly misleading, When the
President was brought iato the oper-
sting room he had only a few fnin-
utes o live. in n last desperste ei-
fori 1 Ykeep him from choking
death, Dr, Perry performed a tache-
otomy operation—he cut @ glit in
the throat so that a tubs could be in-
serted. Neither he nor any other doc-
tor examired the wourd to determing
whether it wes an entrance O an Gxil
wound because that wos the last 12ing
hat concerned them. It is, of course,
imaossible to prove what the exact
woods were that Dr, Perry used when
he was husriedly interviewed by he
oress after he left the opesating room,
bui ke has repeated agein and again
that all ke could havs suid was that
the wound /might have been an en-
trance wound. Lane maukes a sugges-
tion, bacauss he does not dere to make
a dazfinite watement, that all the dee-
tors at the Parkland Hospital have
Leen induced to alter their evidence,
This is an attack on the good faith of
ie medical profession. Unfortunztely
the Perilend doctors cannot sue hix
for libel because the recemt Suprems
Cour: Cecision in The New York
Times v. Sullivan recuires the proof

of ™ . Mr. Considiae has said
shat Lazme is “fiying high on Keo-

aad Governor Con-
led nim “z scavengen”
s to make money fronl
not

fow

rody's shroud”
qally has cu

s Hog
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Cop wheintmas
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hops someone will st it some day.
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Epstein's book has been pruised as
being “scholarly,” but it is an unusual

December/Janwary 1967-1968

type of scholarsiip because most GE
his mOre nrorinl nows ane arisleud-
ing, and als cuctafons are unliee.
in his avtaek oa the momdeis of e
Commission, he guotes verbalim fors
intervicws he held with seven Gf the
counsel in which they tola him Gl
the Comemissioners “hud no ides whid
7 by did cothing,”
they were “mothiag moie

45" When T yead these
as odd that

znd tha
than figurel
commeahts it steuck me
luwyers should speak in these terms
of 2 Commissian for which they had
QL T mace enguiries and { found
thul cach of these auatutions wus Te-
pudiated as Leing fuise. Epstein had
nken no written notes at the, time,
and he failad to cheele with the per-
sons he had laerviewed 1o sca wheiher
his quotations were accurale even
when Re had promifed o do so.

What is worse is thar throughout
this book Epstein misquotes e evi-
dence given by the witnesses so ithat
Lis so-called conclusions of fact are
invalid, This is trus of the two basic
stateaents on i his whole atsacic
on the Report is foundad.

His frst statement is that “accord-
ing to :ae esiabilshed facis, it was
physically impossisie for tha assassi-
nation rifle 1o have been fired twice
Guring the time pericd when the Presi-
dent 2ad Governor Connaliy were first
wounded. Either both man were hit
by the same bullel, or tiere were two
assassing.”’ As authority for this he
cuotes Mr. Redlich, a couinsel to the
Commission, as follows: “To say that
the Presideat snd the Governor wert
ait by separate buliets i synonymous
with saying that there were 1wo ds-
sassins.” This would szem to be con-
clusive until we Saod that Mr. Reclich
has satcgorically repudiatzd that he
cver sald this. It is clear that Redlich
preferred the one builet theory, but
this did nmot mesn that he thougnt
that the two builet theory was “phys-
ically impossible.” On this point Ar-
nold Specter has said thut “The events
of the assassinniion just cannot be re-
duced to mathematical certainty by
use of a ston walch?

The second “fdet” s stated by
Epstein was that “other evideace arcss
which showed taat it was not possi-
ble that both men were hit by the
seme  bullen o support tiis he
quotee: [rom a supplemental Report
made by the F.B.L wilch saidy “Med-

i

jcal cxamination of the Presidents
body had reveuicd r the Sullet
which kad pene-
tratsd less a

ain would
szem o be conclusive beciuse, if e
Guilet only iiyches,
then it could not have gone on and

Areas
finger

e ntenEarl  tia=or
jricric Sadteula v

siruck the Governor, The ozly weak- |,

coapistely
pecormed the autapsy, testificd 1o
e Comaission that “We were uble
to oscertain with shsolute certinly
that the pullet had sed by tae upi-
¢l portion of the luag nroduc

right :
g ihe iajury which we sentioned.”

m there the builet exied from the
foeat of the President's neck, 0 2X-
pisin this conilict Epuicia suggest.
et the three surgecons wors per-
sraded Jor some unknown reason Lo
glve fulse evidense, but is it pot mose

Ty that the F.B.L made a slip
P I e w5 1) T EET)
ia s lepurt as the oo, Hesd aee

Lkaowicdaed?

Epstein concludes that & Oswald
could not have fired the wwo bulles
{nat hit the President .and the Gov-
erner, and as a single buliet could not
4ave hit both of them, there must
huve been a second assassin. This is
a self-svident syllogism which even
& moderately intelligent  schoolboy
would be able to understand., Why
“-en did tne Commissicriers fail to
cagognize it? This, he says, was due
= its “dominant purpose” 1o conceal
me faow. ot was teling a “political
Lrun” in its Report: in plain English
1 was, cecording to him, telling a

Conclusion
1. Lane has made great play, es-

ceiuily in Europe, of e fact that

<

3,

"ire majority of the American peopie

=robubly believe that there was 2
conspiracy 1o assassinale the Prasi-
danz, but such a Gallup poll cannot
prove anyining except that the peo-
ple ofizn believe nonsense. In the
Tichborae and Dreyfus cases, which I
shall analyzé in another issue of
TRIAL, vast majorities of people be-
lieved what they wished 1o believe
contrary to reason and a prependa:-
ance of the evidence, 1 am certain that
iz a short timz most people will won-
der why they ever believed in the Zane

3 Sm——
W uniess District
ttorney Garrison, now assisted by
Lane, produces a miracie. It is not
due to incompetence that in the pasi
thege years (e AMETiCan NEWspapr
. .orters have not been able 0 cis-
cover o scindile of new evidence
prove o conspiracy. Lane pares hope-
fully ever old photograohs only @ find
that the clues that he thougiat he hud
discovered do not exist
2, Ta all the three cases
suggesied thut imiporta %
had murdered although
wus not a nitke of evidence W0 sup-
port his. In the Tichborne cuse it
was the Dowager Lady Tichborae,
in the Dreyfus case it was Colonal

WS

besn

v

(Continted on next page)
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13, 1

lea who was
died feom satural
Cly osut now seems to have been
pussied by the Dallo, police:

3. da @il the thred insmunces new
storics were invented to bolster up a
sagging case. In his Playbey imter-
view: Lune.was asked, “1f the Presi-
dent was veatly killed by a conspiracy,
wouldn't the Xennedys be the first to
raise n pubiic ontery? e answeied
that they did aot do so for "u polit-
cal moiive." This 45 a libel. Then 2
said: “"Hugh Trevor-Repei (the Ox-
ford kistory proifessor) published a
major atack on the Warren Caom-
mission Report in the London Sui-
day Tines. He told me later he in-
divezily received a rmaessage from
Senator Robert Nennedy saying,
*Keep up the good work!"” .1 do not
for @ sccond believe thatf Senstor
Zennedy, for whom 1 have great -
spect, ‘would have seat such 2 con-
tempiibles.  séeret miessage.  Zither
Tiéever-Roper or Lane muy: take re-
y for 4 story thar has re-
wide circulwicn abroad: 2s
an Cxiord man I hoge that it is Lans
invented it
4, Iy all the three dases an attemipt
by blackmail was tried and
Toe Tichtorne claitant
veatened to destroy the reputaticn
Lalfe Tichborne by saying that he
had ssduced ‘her, but she had the
courage 1o stand up to him. In th
Dreyfus Afailr every officer in the
army was threatsned with ruin if ae
sxpressed the view that Dreyfus was
innocent, Lane has now in his Playboy
interview threatensd President John-
son with pelitieal ruin, He has szaid,
“Of courss, I don't telieve Presiden
Johnson had anythinz fo do with the
assassinuten—Dbut uaiil all the facis
e known, I cannot base my disbe-
lieI on the evidence. President John-
son has a personal end political stake
in dispelling these rumors once and
Zor ali” T am certain that this hypo-
crizical wearaing will not infizence the
ZPresident w0 appoint 4 new Commis-
sion.

Lane econcludes ais book with the
worcst V1D the Commission covered

shame, i alse reflecied
s

iu over

Kligul cuzht o have
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tha Federul Goverament”

25 has

descend on these who nove borne
T am conddsnt thas hiss
tory wil repeat iftseif again. O
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MARRIACGE
(Continued frony peoe $47)

ce of cerin familial
soousseling discioses
the need for speciul tests or chrono-
somz] suuddiss; both puwties agsec to
have them performsd before tie mar-
ripge so thut ey will o well ia-
forned Dbezfopshzad and not be
shocked later on.

Husband and wile dacce 10 treat
their murringe ecnirzet as'a will, keen-
ingsit up 1o daiz by freousnt discus-
sion; egn on an carcal baols 0 cele-
brate each weddiny  uenivessary,

el ous new cir-

Codicils can bhe add

cumatances recuire: This re-examina- j

tion will promots & fesling of parther-
shin so often lucking in marsiags.

By afiniag thelr signetucss below,
the prospeciive bride and greom ac-

st ihe conditions uneyuiveeslly, as
siered Jand Esolivd dn thelr
coatruct, to talks elfect ¢n ths
the ceremzony; ihey solemnly &g
love, cherisa and honor euch other
forever and promise to preserve iueir
marriage to the very best of their
abifity.

This rearriage contract will be
signed before iwo wilnessss and a
notary public,

Scrae parties, having procsecded this
far in discussing and planaing their
marriage, may decide to forget it and
nc. go through with the wedding! This
decision is certainly better than to be
“lzft gt the altar™ or to have terrible
miszivings while walking dowa lhe
aisle. Parents should encourage their
children 1o make a merriage contract
for :Rese reasons, lest they wind up
paying for a marriage and thea a
divosce. This saving is the sublime
purpose of the murriage contiact.
The success of any marsiage, just
Like that of any business, cenernds on
the joy, hoppiness, healith and finan-
cial assets of the partners. Partners

seidom go imto business without a !

formal couiract; by the same token,
two people contemplating marriage
should make a prenuptial contract.
Tviarciage has s srice and so does
divorca, but in cither case, ler the

price bz righil Counlas alseady mar-
ried czn enter into a post-marriage !

contract if they so dessire. Batter late
than. never!

Simally, it must have been in the
public interest that lrst preachers and
i dociers  particinatzd in  the
preparation aad ne

i mnance of he
rnarrizge t

grs

gbout timme forihe lew-

yers 10 get into a mar-
mage contract in srder rotoct die

ats, their

particiz
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