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Masreh 30, 1949

“P, W11l Wilsen, Asst ANty
Generel, Criminal "tviaiea
separtmeat of Justiece
hlhin(ton, D.‘o (A’- My, Cerl 'o 'hh.l)

Deer Sir, 4

1% 1s s0t from ny letters %o She Yeparwment of Justice, %o wWaieh, %

" dets, there has msver becn mesningful resyponss, that you een say 44 4o ia

;| that further exchamge of carrespoadenee...vill serve ne useful purpese”. *Meo

| 14m your poliey determimetion. IS is consistent with ths refussl of your sgeney

.45 meke mseningful respoase, If you wil: reed the lcst two letters %o Whieh yours

of Mopeh B8 Lo suppeesdly sddressed, you will fiad this is true. I Seeply Degeet
1s, for 1% 1s this offiefol blimdasss, this centimming mertgeging %o We oFsery
" Of tbe pest, thet will heuad you peopls persomslly emd b e unending ead
’ eossary prodlem end smmoyense to the sdministretion of vhieh you ode e, %

‘ 1 begis vith the assumpiica of hemesty on your part. I therefere esy Jyom
gan ot poseidly have reed my decks of thet rether extendiw ( ead I beliew i
wreng sad inworal) feterel eoqpiensge oa wy publid oppearsnses aad sey, 2o you ;
4¢ 1n your seeead paregreph, %het nothing will male ms "ocertein thes e clement
of polities played Do role ia She inwstigetion of the ssseseinsiien of Presie i
dent Kennedy o2 the fermulatien Suw of the guidalises fer the Felsese” of Ws
files. You msy heve reed JM pasephresss. !7Jem ay owa by nov lerge study of
jhoussads of these, 1 easn concoive they ssuld lesd Jou % tais misspprebeasien.

$ 15 tue prefeossicnsl 1aecnpetenes of Hhese 20p800e that L5 ¢ ma o2 esuse of
fhe existing prodlem end situation, I sa prepered te prove Shis st your oon-

_ vqnienes, If thare is saythiag I sey Shat you do 20t deliewe, iavite your
challonge snd with each instence maks the seme offes of precf et your cen-
veaience. 1 hope this is sm offer you sceopl.

18 $¢ not with She formmletien of the guidelises thet 1 cuarrel but
¥ith their interpretetica ond spplicstion. For snempls, my time you vaat I will
meke s case £or you that mueh o~ mudh that sheuld net Reve Besa relocsed
bss been, vith ihe result shst poople were asedlessly demeged. All of suis
of waich i heve lmewlsdge 1o comabistemt, fulls ints o single pettemn. 1 ihevw
o7 20 case vhers the demeged persen was ngt either “"lideral” or met ettrectiw
S0 the FBI sgents. “n the other head, what ceanot pre erly bde suppressed has
been. 1 osm and on your request will put in your hsnd semples, for Lin sems cases,
s eareful repgincofeselaspens wiendd NaTY 183 6ed50aeenBlT TRN) ol Moot
M EP52A8% 0 ny request for She spestregrephic snslyshs of the Wile s amd
fragmeats >f Buliet ssid %> have boen wsed in e assaseinetion, Bo¥ have yeu
%1d me shy this Des been domied me, 1 Dove ssmd for Shis with seme regular-
18y for close to three yesrs. The only respoRse had booh oa FIE faslosheod. Tem
know snc i recently slludes te is, that My, Vizsen told me s reviev wes underwey
and ] woul. soon hesr sbout oss recuest. Iet sheus this, tec, Vhen 1 made in~
quiry, you ser silent, iany Wore exemples ere aveilsble 1f you weat them, dut
I think y-u snculd bv mo* undersiamd Shat in eddyesaing yourself t- the " formu-




lotion of the guidiines” you st best seek $o evade my camplaint,

In the sense in smiah you wee the word, ther» iz no wewreat feor

ssying 1 believe "phhities” played o "wels in the inwestsigasion of the

essaseinatitn”, I 4o not mow end mever 41d delieve Wis was s Repudlicen

or s Jemocrat matter, nor esn I recsll ever haviag esid sxything that eoould

be tortured inte sug-esting this. Nowew.r, ia the selection sad appoiatment

of tue g?g of the Cemmission, there wes o politicsl genius. I have worimd

for severs snches of the govermment end lived clese %o it for 35 yesrs. I

recsll no siagle inetsace in vhich say edministratien ovor appointed o ms jorisy

of five of seves members of say dedy from $he minoridy porty. One of the things
this echieved is obviems:t the preseat Repudlicen stministretion is thet of «
‘the overvhelming ma jority of the members of the ™rren Cemmission. You theredy

sre saddled with the resporsidlity of the preespling edministration, of the

other pdiiticel pertsy. Anyome ia suthority %Sodey who might consider looking

Anto poseidle error by the "orren Commission 1s imedietely ecnfrented with

She eonsideretion thet scimovledging such errer vill de to sseums pelitiecel
responeibility for it. Waile I de not expeet you %o ry sttention to me
%o give serious, mrture thought o whet I tell you, I nonetheless tell you

= Mhet for 2 short while you 4o bave e period of greoe in Maich this will aet

Be trus, through the wnintended kindness of fermer ASterney Clark,

 Taeresfier you, by your silense, by your refussl %o d¢ vhet impertial

of what you Rov heve reguires of you, you ssowme Fesporaidility for vhat e
hes done. His trenegressions vill Decome youss To the degres I cen, I will

o000 tc thias, for it 1s my odligatien ee o eitisen.

Each one of you 1 autherity is the esptive of him upon whem you
depend for ‘mowledge and adviee. Bacek of you, as you uadoudtodly deliow you
msy properly, takes on faith what is given him, vhet he §s Sold. If I sebe

there 1s $co much I G0 mots Mmovw, I elee insist * knev of me eame 42
vhich anyome in sutherity ever sought ecmpotont,smtside mowledge snd advies.
I cannet conesive of Shis having Rappensd without my aeviedga, for there are
very fewp indeed, from vhom sudh counsel eould be sought. Whether you believe
e or not, it eanrot bde dome without my kmowledge. Vet heaestly. But whet
Rhappens 1if you ere, for whstever purpsse, vith Whsteover mesive or laek of
motive, nisinformed? Do you expess those Who mey have heeam responsidle fer
the error of the pest to leudly proclaim Shet teday? And oa sueh e subject?

You see, I have mever believel there wes the menster eonspirsey my
opposition sllegee inside the governmeas. I heve slvays thought end ssill
Shink much 1f not mcst of this een be exr.sined by tke morwel workiags of
Waresucrscy, sad I have often said this, whether or net 1% is in We meteriasl
sveilable to you. However, the more time pesses, the less credible tShis will
become. In the future, Shese errors will act be suseeptidle of such explanetion.
(ind 1f yeu perchumos think I sm peremoid in seying thwre hes been fedorel
ssphonnge on me, I will put ocopies of 1t in your hand.)

I direatly challenge $our toSslly erronseus ssstement, "the sub-
stantial co rectness of the Commission's Report remeias umiapesched by any
recent developmants™. This chellenge 1a s0 11reot I Go not even migamst you
41l Erv. to mske "further investigition” thast “would serve to eliminste the
doubts” I hive. ,nd 1 aere you to accept my chellenge. I will restriet myself
t° ou> asrrow point, s.1 tiw evidence oL whieh is in your possession. Now, if
the sov- romcnt wculd like $c¢ preve or to setiafly 1i9elf that I am some kind of




wifrd nus or that Wy researeh is inecmplete o2 undopendebdle or merely that I
sl wreag, here iz youwr chenes. In sdvence 1 wara you that in seleeting thie
single poind I bhave selected one oa wiieh I wll cenfront you with wvhat 1
regard ss o case of perjury ead its subornatien. ‘ .

Fron the experiences I heve had, 1 am met encoureged %o ATust the
@vermment, et I do, very mich, wsas o disloges on Wis subjest. I do reslise
thet everyone is mot dishonest, Wst moet of you who sit fn judgmment ou the

feet t%hink you lmew, shink you heve boen vonealy iafo
2ot s single ene of yeu hag oF eould heve talma the tine

1 elso reslize tMyS
heve dovoted S0 this,

Aol I hoppen ‘0 bellev® shet %o comsider Whe govermment ¢ uld how nede »

yuous sn error recuizes sa iaerdinate smeuat of courege of sayone in sutderity,

rhspe the risk of Ris seresr aM future, Is s

-forﬂ.nn..tlﬂl.’!

] Bave selidted @ single pedut 1 regard s piwiall There sre meny, sll esmtral.

 }f you actept &y challeage snd sre net persusded, Nt 412 I ea convinsced you age

) l
{ B
t

re, i ¥ill theresfier Selm others, ene by

ens, until you are sstified o2

em that Jou have mO iatention of bdeing sstisfied,

. 1 egree with your atatemsns thet for

,.\. s violosion of Decartaeas poliey. I cen oaly %ell you $hatd 1% hos don

i
i

to me. 1 do 2ot expect you oould ever
! Wes woula heve tc seeopt the deairls of the op
. 4€ sais vhen I wrete. Evea though I kmevw there
“Lepetion | snd I have pursusd 1% »e ferther), &

presissly bdeccuse 18 1s the kiad of Wing o responsidle g vermeas would \
)
ns

IS sgente S slender ne voul [

be setisfied on Shis poins, for

ats that they 4id, I wes sWmN
cculd never % o sertein doter-
feld odliged to inform yom,

to happen. 1f sgents 434 sais, I would slso presums 1% we- m0t on Whe
sructicns of the Director end I wouléd met expect them to confoss 1% S0 hime

¥ith muek of whet you sy of the confession of perjury by lesa

Asdzews I sgree. ‘ou do mot say enough, howver. I em in hesrty sgre

thet there should be meo fodesal intrusten into

State proeselings. Ivieh X

eould sey this had bDeel the poliey of your Departsens in e FoosAS past.
Jesn iffirevs is s friead of mine. 3 en genuinely serry for the plight i whiah

'he find: hinself. "o heve Ba. & pumber of lobg

sonversstions over the pest

. seversl yesrs. 1% 1s ny belief thet the grestest ham of hie coafpesed per-
Jury vas %o the fodere]l proesediag. I 4o 20t by ony mesns sugrmb Shat whe$

" me confessed iz New Orleans 15 the %Sotal inedequeey of his federel testimony.
_ I8 wes Quite impertant in the deliderstions sad conelnsions of ke Commission.

lo:dolwmwtun-npoﬂmlu

in pessession of proof thet 1%

was nol. This may or mey no% Reve ocourred %o you, may or mey net figure ia
your oW deliderstions. For -hat it mey be worth, . report it to you. 1% wmay
well complicete things for you. .l do sugeest thet if She Department of Jussioe
does noWaing sbout 41t the m~tter mBY sot dropy Were. And I slso sugsest thet
4a the tatsl picture, this snd other inddequecies of the New Orlesns investi-~
gotions mey ultimetely be more of en enbarresement %o the goveranent that now

mey vDpear 1iicely or Shan the punsrous lawyers
may have been sble to dsteet or report %o yoRe
ere limited dy hat Fae presented in sours sad
mowl - ige. Newspsper egcountc of my presenss at
Mge Vrlesas durin ‘the jury selection snd have
of toe.proceedings 1is 1imited to wuet cpreared
reported tH me by friends in the press. Bat my

you hsl observing the trisl
They, Fegerdiless of competence,
by toe state ol their omn

Ane trisl ere ia errcr. I lel%
not returaed. My own knoxledige
{n the pupers snd ®ust wWee
inoxleige of fect is Bot by

sny mesn: limited % wh.t wzs presented 1: courte
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You¥ could aot de more right then you are in seying thet I intend to
pursue this., "het I have slreedy dome has deen finenaielly ruineus énd that has
R0t deterred me. If y u h:uve followed my pablished work cerefully, you hswe dut
1ittle indicetion of wiet I hove mew lrarned, delieve I hawe estsblished. and
Jou are correet in saying that the "releese of edditional meterfals in the files”
vill be helpful ¢o ny vwork. "he% you 4o nes ®peer to understand is thet his
does not heve the siguifieence you hpll. for there can be mo materiel in te
files thef cen in eny wey destroy vet ° heve slready estedlished, Until thie
19 understord by the goveraneat, it will not unlers‘'sad she stake eech and
every smployes of whetever reak hes ia this, ner eer theee mAgloyess understand
Whet tuis cur msem to the preseat administration sni the rresideas, in the

. imnediste future er i{n tue hictoricul record.

-~ I tele you ot faee value WReA you say "we will welcome re00ips of"

i By views :nd " ws seek, os you 40 to serv the best interests

. . b8 this greve sudbject,.”

—~glve tuni®y of showing me 7 r to the
ouestibne 4 have relsed ené for $s 1 huve sousht they, I believe,

7= Emnot preperly bde demied me. In sddition thdy that rcflected in my letters

i %0 your Jepertment, one in purtfculsar of those many demied ms Dy the goverament
k o1l to your sttention. In the pensl report slleged to be on the sutopsy
Shere 1s reference %o en April 1968 memorsndun of tremsfer. I requested this
An Jenuery, with ths e84 tiocnel recuest thet if £t =ere not given me en ex-

-~ Planation be gives fn wiiting. I wos then oD Rglis O 0 nu P of s_bsequens
occasions assured this would be forthceaing. It ms not heppened. I beliew

- "$is 1 entirely indefensidle. Waile there mey be feetors of whien 4 knov
BoWding that might properly deay me this document, I can conceive of ne good
Foason for the delay in responss, for * heve wittem WeRy times, or for what
RO¥ mmounts te the refussl te tell ne Wy it 1s demied me. And I %ell you in
¢andor tiat I hove eviry resson to belteve I know .het this mexorandum 1s
end suys. also, I woulli 1liio to hove xerox copies of or be sdle %o derrow
seversl transcripte of testimony, that of the sftermcea proceadiag 4n Juige !
Helleck's . urt {n "ashington, the dsy testimony wes prosented by the ‘
Pleintiff {vith ocepies of the affidevits offerel by the govermmeny snad €f :
1ts subsequent motions), snd thet of FET' Agents Shoneyfel$ vnd Fresier and
Colonel ¥inck in New Orleaps, :

[N

If we osn estsdlish & desis of mutual Srust, thers 1s greats poten-
$1el for much yocd. For my pert I esk bu: two things: complete respect for
sny coufidentes ( for I heve wha- for me is on enommous investmeut 1ir my “ork)
and thet, shether or not I su bol:i-ved, 4 be 1istensd to with am open mind,

1 4 hops +e :an echiewe thia,

Sincersely,

Harold "eisterg



