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Dear Pearl,

Halling this will await my hearing from you azaine Lately, when the weather and other
things pormit, I have been engaged in the liberation of the pines frou the respression
of honeysuckle vines and enormous climbing roses without what you called the "so legican"
thing of chopping myself. his glves me a bit of fresh air, some exercise, and time for
thivldng about other than what occuples my mind when I am woridng in the house, Yesterday
some of thu: things you discussed when you vwere here came to mind in valgue shape,

1 think you told me that your early interest in Garrison included Banister and some
of the strange groups of various extreaulst stripe. I don't know if you got in %o one
of Banisker's former partners, War and his strange death, but I tidnk you did, and I
don't remember if I told you soucthing I learned of Banister from one of Garrison's
enemies and believe, so hers goess

Banister had brain damage before h: went to liew Orleans, Officially he was given his
dob there by delesseps (Chep)MOrrison but the man behind 1t was my source on the damage,
Aaron “ohn, The stories in the Chicago papers on Banister's leaving there and going to
Ne0o .mre untrus. In HeO. Chepx was -regerded as a liberal and lliagh Ward, Banister's former
partner, as to the right. It is hard o understand how Ward could have been Morrison's
Pilot on that trip. The man who to the beat of uy knowledge is the best . xpert on this
whole afrair is Hoke Hay, and what I know of it I regard ase his literary property and not
proper for me to give to another writer, even though the last time I saw Hoke he was as
distiustingly and arragantly and incoherently drunk as I have ever seen anyone, When you
understand that my newspapering goes back to the early 30s, you can better understand this
description, Three of the men I then worked with wound up in the boubyhatch with DTs,

Hok. had becn a desk man with the States-Item, with an interest in the Sweigert Advertising
Co. lie left the S=I, was with MNew Orleans liagazine and the adv, &g., and when I was last
there and tried to call hin, the adw. co, said he hag astarted his own and was no longer
with theme. I trded to phone him but he wWas not in end I didn't have time to retumm the call,
He had broken up with his wife the tine of this drunken meeting at Barbara Reid's, was
going with a pretty-faced and dirty-minded FBI secretary he ultinately married and I
understand that has since Phitted. The last I heard from Garrison's ofrice, posaibly from
Sciambra, is that he had straightened out again, what.ver that means. it wa: for this reason
that I had ealled him, for he was a 800d reporter and knew the local scene as few do.

Now it is my understanding, and I don't recall my source, that at th: time of his death
Horrison had a comiission from JFK to look into CIA operatidns in Latin Americes I can

see how thia oould fit your scheme of things, but Ward in it I have trouble seeing,

I don't recall «hat I have of Banister's so-called anti-Comzunist outfit, but if it is
of interest to you, I have other such stuff from the undependables, liie Gerry Yatrieck
Hemming, Loran Hall (about Yuy Gabaldon and his friend in theliexican Secret Police), etc,
I have a letter Hull wrote the President of Guatemala involving, among others, Robert K,
Borwn and some Juicy #BI and Secret Service reports on Brown and right-wingers. However,
despite their pretenses, + havg difficulty believing that this strange ascortment of the
most eminently undependable really were Agency-connected, They are just capable of bad
things, not bright people at all. Most of ny interviews with Hall arc transcribed and are
too extensive and too ranbling to nail, &y last with hemming is not (he outlined a planned
and allegedly sgency-supported attack on H alti among other things). If this kind of thing
interests you, when You are again here my Demn file way interest you, too, He was another
firnk, an official one, and he travelled with Hall and others when Hall mansged Gabaldon's
canpaign for Congress.

Best,



